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LET IT SNOW...Area kids and their parents take advantage of the day off on January 12, after local schools were closed for the day due to snow. Everyone was all smiles as they took to the hills at the Scotch Hills Golf Course.

 Betsey Burgdorf for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CREATIONS...Fine Art students at Edison Intermediate School make clay busts
in the First Annual Fine Art Day on Friday, January 14. The in-school field trip
included hands-on worshops conducted by local artist’s. See story page 8.

Courtesy of Bill Morales, a Steeler fan
J-E-T-S...JETS...Many partied but few expected the Jets to pound the Patriots
last Sunday. Even Giants fans seemed pleased. Steeler fans say, bring em on!

call for schools to have about five to
six acres. Newmark’s attorney, Steve
Hehl, has said the school would re-
quire no more than about an acre to
meet its unique educational needs.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Councilman
Michael Marcus expressed his hope
that the governing body could hold
further discussions with Newmark
officials prior to the Tuesday, Febru-
ary 15 public hearing, particularly to
address some of Mr. Marcus’ con-
cerns regarding whether Scotch Plains
students might receive preferential
consideration for enrollment in a
township-based school. While say-
ing there are “many good aspects of
having this school come to Scotch
Plains,” Mr. Marcus said he would
like to address his concerns before
the ordinance’s likely adoption.

In other business, the council
passed a resolution authorizing the
Senior Housing Corporation’s 2011
budget. Both Mayor Nancy Malool,
who is now a member of the
corporation’s board of directors, and
Councilman Kevin Glover, the
council’s liaison to the corporation,
vowed to make an effort to avoid a
repeat of last year, when the corpora-
tion faced a budget shortfall that re-
quired financial assistance from the
municipal government.

Councilman Glover said he be-
lieved that “we’ve made some very
prudent moves” in recent months to
correct the facility’s financial woes,
while the mayor vowed to “keep [the
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GW Board of Education
Continues Solar Debate

Quattrocchi Wants Bulky
Waste Pickups Reinstated

and Grill locations of January 14,
with an auction on January 18. The
bankruptcy court had a January 20
deadline to approve the sale, pro-
vided no higher offers were received
at auction, according to a report in
Bloomberg News.

A January 24 deadline for an auc-
tion of the remaining restaurants
has been set, with a deadline of
February 3 for the court to approve
that sale.
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facility] afloat” while “minimizing
the impact on taxpayers.” The coun-
cil approved the budget by a 4-0 vote,
with Mr. Marcus abstaining after he
asked unsuccessfully that the budget
item be removed from the agenda so
the council could further discuss the
budget with senior housing corpora-
tion officials.

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the
council’s first regular meeting of the
year, Township Manager Chris
Marion, noting that morning’s ice
storm and last week’s snowstorm,
praised the Department of Public
Works for its efforts during both
events. He also announced that pickup
of Christmas trees began on January
10 and would run through the end of
the month. He said residents also
could drop off trees at the public
works property on Plainfield Avenue
through Friday, January 28.

At its February 15 meeting, the coun-
cil will hold a public hearing on the
proposed 2011 budget for the Scotch
Plains Management Corp. The $85,600
spending plan would be financed by
about $67,000 in property assessments
and $18,000 in funds carried over from
2010. Property owners would pay a flat
$400 assessment per property, the same
rate that was in force in 2009.

Later in the meeting, in response to
a resident’s query, Mayor Malool said
she had spoken to Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and it is possible that
another shared-services public forum
will be held on February 9 or 10.

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi  started the Janu-
ary 11 borough council meeting off
with her intent to hear her residents’
concerns going into the new year.

Items on the mayor’s agenda for
the new year include reinstating bulk
garbage pickup for residents, tack-
ling the 2011-2012 budget, commu-
nicating with her community and lis-
ten to the voices of Garwood’s resi-
dents, and complete renovations to
the athletic and recreation facility
that have been in the works since the
late 1990s.

“I plan on moving forward with
bulk pickup as soon as possible. I
would like us to investigate various
options to see what kind of pickup we
can reinstate for the spring or fall, or
whatever season works best for our
community,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.

The mayor said she is a firm be-
liever that listening to residents will
assist the borough as it approaches
tackling another difficult budget year.
She said the council is dealing with

major budget cuts and slashes in
spending due to a major decrease in
state government spending and aid.

Councilman James Mathieu in-
formed the council members and the
residents in attendance that a draft of
the 2011 budget would be processed
and written within the next couple of
weeks. He said borough officials  plan
to find a way to cut the budget and
spending without instituting layoffs
or diminishing important services to
the community. He said the council
also plans to solicit quotes for custo-
dial hiring in 2011.

“There will still be contractual
wage increases in certain service ar-
eas such as our police department,”
Councilman Mathieu said. “But when
I look back on the account summary
for 2010, I have to commend our
departments and employees for their
excellence in spending and cutting
budgets,” he added.

During citizen’s comments,
Garwood resident Bruce Patterson
addressed the newly revised council.

“I am glad to see the mayor and
council as it is, because I feel this is a
good set up. We have gender diver-
sity, family oriented members, expe-
rience in finance and construction,
and members who are politically
savvy. I am always yelling about
people verses bad government, but it
looks like Garwood has some good
government now,” Mr. Patterson said.

In other news, Mary Emmons, prin-
cipal of Lincoln School, addressed
her concerns regarding staff parking
at the school to the mayor and coun-
cil.

“With the budget being low and the
school having to combine their ser-
vices, there is not enough parking for
our teachers. I have noticed out-of-
town commuters parking in six of our
open spots across the street which
leaves my staff walking long dis-
tances from where they park,” Ms.
Emmons said.

Ms. Emmons suggested parking
permits for those spots to eliminate
out-of-towners using staff parking
spaces. Mayor Quattrocchi agreed
this was an issue that needed to be
dealt with as soon as possible and she
recommended it be referred to the
laws and licenses committee,which
is chaired by Councilman Keith
Sluka. The mayor also asked the fire
department to review the matter. Ms.
Emmons asked if it were possible to
consider a 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. parking
allocation for school staff only in
those particular spots. The council
agreed to take the necessary steps to
look into this matter.

Lastly, the winners of the Garwood
holiday decorating contest were an-
nounced: first place went to 231
Spruce Avenue, second place to 342
Hickory, third place to 340 Second
Avenue, and the Chevy Chase award
went to 315 Hickory.

by the church’s Interfaith Choir, fol-
lowed by the Litany given by Gladys
Edwards of the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Association. Westfield Council-
woman Vicki Kimmins offered remarks
and Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple
Emanu-El gave the benediction.

This year marks the 25th anniver-
sary of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
being recognized as a federal holi-
day. “I have a dream that one day
this nation will rise up and live out
the true meaning of it’s creed: We
hold these truths to be self evident:
that all men are created equal,” as
said by Dr. King, was a theme re-
flected throughout the day.
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Fine Art’s Day Features
Workshops by Local Artists

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Edison Interme-
diate School held its first annual Fine
Arts Day last Friday, which featured
workshops run by local artists.

The day, being dubbed an “in house
field trip” was the idea of Edison Fine
Arts teachers Dan Black and Helen
Frees, after being asked by the ad-
ministration “to be resourceful” in
light of recent budget cuts.

Approximately 47 eighth-grade
students taking Fine Art as an elec-
tive, participated in the hands-on
day. “The students [who take Fine
Art] are more on track of going into
an art field. They usually feed into
the high school program,” Mr. Black
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “We want to make sure the
kids have experience with artists
outside of our classroom, see things
we might not be able to show them.”

The program, intended to teach
and inspire, included an array of
different mediums ranging from the
more common oil paint and clay, to
glass and wire sculptures and en-
caustic painting, a technique in-
volving painting with tinted wax.

Artists who volunteered their time
to make the day a success included:
Sandra Wygledowski, who instructed
the student artists in making an oil
painting; Brooke Gardiner, who dem-
onstrated how to make sculptures out
of glass and stone; Francesca Azzara,
who assisted the students in making
an encaustic print; Linda Tomaso,
who assisted in creating a clay bust
sculpture; and Roy Chambers, who
assisted in making a wire sculpture.

Ms. Wygledowski received a BA
in Fine Arts Studio Crafts at Montclair
State University and attended duCret
School of Art in Plainfield. She cur-
rently is a “Member at Large” and
webmaster for the Westfield Art As-
sociation, as well as a member of the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey.
She has exhibited in the Millburn/
Short Hills shows, the Westfield Art
Association member and outdoor
shows and the Overlook Children’s
Hospital. Her media of choice is oil

painting and her preferred subject
matter is birds.

Brooke Gardiner is a sculptor who
works in glass and stone. Following a
career at Exxon Chemical Company
as a scientist, he became intrigued by
glass as a sculptural medium. “Using
the knowledge I had acquired from
66 years of glassblowing, I was at-
tracted to the ethereal, spiritual and
optical qualities of glass in the artis-
tic form,” Mr. Gardiner said.

For his glass work, he uses an
advanced flame working technique
that uses borosilicate glass in rod or
tube with a flame and oxygen. His
stone sculptures are created “in the
old traditional way with hammer,
chisel, rasp and polishing materi-
als.” Due to the dangerous nature of
his craft, Mr. Gardiner’s workshop
was a demonstration, rather than a
hands-on class.

Francesca Azzara received her BFA
in Studio Art from Kean University
and her AAS in Design from FIT. She
is a mixed media artist who also works
in encaustic paints, an obscure art
form. Ms. Azzara is the recipient of
many awards including Union
County’s HEART Grant, which al-
lowed her to hold several exhibitions
of her encaustic works throughout
Union County.

Roy Chambers is a sculptor who
holds a BA in Communication, De-
sign and Technology and a teaching
certificate in Art Education. Mr.
Chambers has taught art at Westfield
High School for the past 12 years. He
has created the sets for the school
plays over the past 12 years as well.

“My artwork continues to evolve
and pull me into new and exciting
directions,” Mr. Chambers said. “It
ranges from sculpture and paint-
ings based on elements of nature
and the delicate balance that exists
between humans and our environ-
ment, to functional pieces made
from reclaimed wood, wire and
metal.”

 The students who participated in
Fine Art Day helped to raise funds for
supplies by holding bake sales prior
to the event.

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The conversation
continued once more at Tuesday
night’s Garwood Board of Education
meeting regarding whether or not to
pass the vote on joining the Union
County energy plan to have solar
panels installed on the roof of Lin-
coln School.

Building and Grounds lead crew-
man, Tom Spera, introduced Ryan
Scerbo, an attorney representing the
law firm of Decotiis, Fitzpatrick &
Cole, LLP, who is involved in the
solar panels project. The board re-
quested his presence to have some
open-ended questions answered.

Board member Russell Graham
expressed his concerns about costs,
penalties and rates.

“This will be low-cost power, with
no upfront cost to you, and no cost to
you during the 15-year term (of the
contract),” Mr. Scerbo said.

“What happens after the 15-year
term?” Mr. Graham asked.

“The school board can have the
panels removed and there is still no
charge to you, or your school will
have the option to purchase the panel
system at fair market value after an
appraisal,” Mr. Scerbo said.

Mr. Scerbo explained that the solar
panels, also referred to as power pur-
chase agreements (PPA), are designed
to create 1,000 Kilowatt hours, which
will equal one energy certificate.

“The program will also include
multiple local units throughout Union
County that will be constructed on
rooftops under traditional solar con-
struction,” Mr. Scerbo said.

The money to complete the project
will come from public financing and,
in turn, will earn the private devel-
oper tax credits.

“Bottom line, Mr. Graham, this
program will cost your school noth-
ing, but will save your school about
10 percent on your energy bill each
year, which [is estimated] to be about
$6,000 in savings per year,” Mr.
Scerbo said.

“With 10 percent of the school’s
energy needs met by the solar panels,
PSE&G handles the rest in regular
fashion (as the district’s energy pro-
vider),” Mr. Scerbo added.

Mr. Graham also asked how many
bidders came out and bid on the
project.

“Tioga Energy from California was
the only one to bid. Their company
has been around since 2006,” Mr.
Scerbo said.

The State of New Jersey lies just
under California for the most use of
solar energy, Mr. Scerbo said.

“We believe Tioga Energy is the
best company suited for the job. They
recently did a similar project in Mor-
ris County at 6.8 cents per kilowatt
energy, and they are a very reputable
company,” Mr. Scerbo said.

Mr. Scerbo explained that the agree-
ment with Tioga includes a security

package that keeps the taxpayers from
paying out if there happens to be any
default in the program. The only cost
risks that exist to the school and any
other building in the county that is
participating would be if a building
needed roof repair or was closed.

“In the event of these risks happen-
ing, you would be responsible for
compensating the panel company to
come remove the panels while you
repair your roof or if your building
were to shut down for good before
the end of the 15-year term,” Mr.
Scerbo said.

“The roof on our school is new, so
there should not be any problems,
and I’m quite certain our school isn’t
planning on shutting down in the next
15 years,” Mr. Graham said.

Sixty percent of the buildings that
were offered the program ended up
being denied in the end due to the
condition of their roof, Mr. Scerbo
said. He said the panels are like large
picture frames that will not puncture
the school’s roof in any way. It is
estimated that the school’s roof can
hold at least 284 panels and maybe
more if the installer is able to fit more
with the school’s permission.

“The output for your school is 59,000
kilowatts. With this information your
school can budget out a set system so
you can know about how much you
will save. The good thing is that there is
a 90-percent guarantee from the solar
company, which is high for this type of
system,” Mr. Scerbo said.

“Your school could only benefit
from this program,” Mr. Scerbo said.
“I don’t foresee energy costs getting
cheaper, and your smaller town will
most likely benefit by pooling into
this project with the larger towns
around you in Union County.”

Garwood Superintendent Teresa
Quigley ended the session by thank-
ing the board for its long hours and
dedication to this potential plan for
the school.

“As a board, I want to thank you.
You are here volunteering your time
and we have spent hours on solar
panel issues. You care about this is-
sue enough to look into it before
going ahead and voting yes, and I’m
certain Martin Luther King would be
proud,” Mrs. Quigley said.

Pastor and Wife
Convicted of Fraud

PLAINFIELD — A former pastor, who
ran a church for the Salvation Army in
Plainfield and had since relocated to North
Carolina, and his wife have been found
guilty of multiple theft by deception
charges. According to reports, the pastor
claimed he was a “messenger from God”
and would save immigrants from depor-
tation but, in the end, he was a scam artist.

Enoc “Tito” Sotelo, 51, was found
guilty of 17 counts of third degree theft by
deception and one count of conspiracy to
commit theft by deception. His wife,
Vereli Sotelo, 37, was found guilty of six
counts of third degree conspiracy to com-
mit theft by deception, according to Union
County Assistant Prosecutor Ann Rubin,
who prosecuted the case along with As-
sistant Prosecutor Joshua McMahon.

The verdicts came after a five-week
trial before state Superior Court Judge
Joseph Perfilio at the Union County Court-
house and a day and a half of deliberation
by the jury. The couple was remanded to
the custody of the Union County jail.

According to the investigation, Enoc
Sotelo was accused of promising immi-
grants that he would help them obtain
green cards through a “Florida attorney”
and collecting thousands of dollars from
them, purportedly to pay for travel to and
from Florida and obtain the documents,
Ms. Rubin said. Enoc Sotelo told each of
the victims that he was working with a
Florida attorney named Oscar Ruiz and
collected roughly $4,000 from each of
the victims. The investigation revealed
that Enoc Sotelo told the victims that
$500 from each payment would go to the
Salvation Army, something that never
occurred nor was authorized by the char-
ity, Ms. Rubin said. None of the victims,
however, received their green cards. Enoc
Sotelo collected the money between De-
cember 2004 and February 2006.

The investigation also revealed that
Ruiz was never an attorney and had been
under a cease and desist order from the
Florida Bar Association since 1999, bar-
ring him from performing any immigra-
tion related work for anyone.

Ruiz pled guilty to third degree con-
spiracy to commit theft by deception days
before the Sotelos’ trial was to begin.
Ruiz will be sentenced to six years in
New Jersey state prison consecutive to a
separate sentence he is currently serving
in Florida on a separate immigration fraud
charge, according to the prosecutor.

The fraud was first uncovered when
victims complained to Flor Gonzalez, a
community activist, who reported it to
the Plainfield Police Department.

Enoc Sotelo faces up to 90 years in
prison when sentenced on April 29, while
Vereli Sotelo faces up to 30 years when
she is sentenced on the same day.

Officials for the office of Fraud Detec-
tion in the Department of Homeland Se-
curity and the Texas Service Center pro-
vided the immigration files on the vic-
tims and the defendants.

Indictments Handed Down
In Murder of Summit Man

COUNTY — A Union County Grand
Jury has indicted three individuals on
murder and robbery charges in the death
of a Summit man last summer, said First
Assistant Union County Prosecutor
Albert Cernadas, Jr.

Nigel Dumas, 19, of Morristown,
Khayri Williams-Clark ,19, of Summit
and Hakean Fitzgerald, 18, who had
previously been charged as a minor but
was waived to adult court on January
13, face charges of felony murder, first
degree murder and robbery, Mr.
Cernadas said.

According to the investigation, on
July 17, 2010 Abelino Mazariego, 47,
was found unconscious in the
Prominade Park off Springfield Av-
enue in downtown Summit around 9:25
p.m. He was taken to Overlook Hospi-
tal in serious condition and remained
unconscious until his death on July 20.

Mr. Mazariego had finished work at
a local restaurant, stopped at a few
local businesses and then settled on a
park bench to enjoy an evening in Sum-
mit. At some point, the suspects en-
tered the park and several of them
began to speak with Mr. Mazariego
and, according to the investigation, sev-
eral of the defendants in the case
hatched a plan to steal cash and prop-
erty from the victim.

Authorities said Williams-Clark
stood behind the victim and held a
white T-shirt over the victim’s head
while Fitzgerald, who was 17-years-

old at the time, punched Mazariego
with brutal force. Dumas then alleg-
edly punched the victim a second time.

The attack was recorded on a cell
phone by one of the individuals in the
area. The force of the blows knocked
Mr. Mazariego unconscious and the
teenagers then fled the scene, accord-
ing to the investigation.

Good Samaritans discovered the
victim and contacted police. After Mr.
Mazariego was taken to Overlook,
doctors informed police officers that
the victim was in a grave state, but
said there was no indication that a
crime had taken place. Several days
later, a family friend of the victim
reported that she had seen a video of
the attack. The family was told of the
video and they contacted police on
July 20, a few hours before Mr.
Mazariego died, according to the in-
vestigation.

Upon learning that a video of the
attack existed, an investigation was
immediately launched by the Summit
Police Department. Investigators were
able to quickly identify the teenager
who recorded the attack and, after
watching the video, were able to iden-
tify suspects, according to the investi-
gation. Arrests were made shortly after
Mr. Mazariego died.

According to a Union County
Prosecutor’s Office spokesman, the de-
fendants will have a first court appear-
ance scheduled in the coming weeks.

 Betsey Burgdorf for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times


