
Page 8 Thursday, January 20, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

Courtesy of Bill Morales, a Steeler fan
J-E-T-S...JETS...Many partied but few expected the Jets to pound the Patriots
last Sunday. Even Giants fans seemed pleased. Steeler fans say, bring em on!

Courtesy of Olivia Cozewith
SNOW DAY...The Carleton Road Kids are all prepared to enjoy the day off from
school last week.

holds a BA in Communication, De-
sign and Technology and a teaching
certificate in Art Education. Mr.
Chambers has taught art at Westfield
High School for the past 12 years. He
has created the sets for the school
plays over the past 12 years as well.

“My artwork continues to evolve
and pull me into new and exciting
directions,” Mr. Chambers said. “It
ranges from sculpture and paintings
based on elements of nature and the
delicate balance that exists between
humans and our environment, to func-
tional pieces made from reclaimed
wood, wire and metal.”

 The students who participated in
Fine Art Day helped to raise funds for
supplies by holding bake sales prior
to the event.
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Fine Arts

Charlie Brown’s had requested a
deadline for bids for the Office Bar
and Grill locations of January 14,
with an auction on January 18. The
bankruptcy court had a January 20
deadline to approve the sale, pro-
vided no higher offers were received
at auction, according to a report in
Bloomberg News.

A January 24 deadline for an auc-
tion of the remaining restaurants has
been set, with a deadline of February
3 for the court to approve that sale.
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Office Bars

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

Mrs. Carluccio stated that the loca-
tion of the light and crosswalk is
“dangerous for children and pedes-
trians.” She also stated that in De-
cember a petition was presented to
the council with over 100 signatures
from residents asking that the light be
relocated to the intersection of Clo-
ver Street and Central Avenue. She
said that there were other neighbors
who disagreed with the current loca-
tion of the light, but would not sign
the petition for “fear (of) retaliation
by the town council.”

Ms. Enculescu said that she paid to
have her driveway cleared of snow
during the blizzard, but would not
have the sidewalk that the county
installed cleaned because she did not
ask for the sidewalk. She said that a
neighbor came and cleared the side-
walk for her for free, “Westfield is a
special place with special people,
except some.”

She criticized council members for
not coming to her house to see the
light. Ms. Enculescu also accused
Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca of say-
ing “untrue things” including that his
son uses the crosswalk in front of her
home.

Resident Greg Kasko, who retired
from the Westfield Police Depart-
ment following a lawsuit with the
town, said he has read all of the
reports issued by the town’s traffic
expert Gordon Meth (see letter on
page 5). He said that it was unclear as
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Central Ave. SignalUser Fees Keeping Capital
Costs Down for Recreation

to where the idea came from for the
light to be moved to Ms. Enculescu’s
property, and that there is no state-
ment from Mr. Meth saying that the
current location is safer. Mr. Kasko
said the only location for a light that
was disseminated to the public was at
the intersection of Clover and Cen-
tral, and questioned why the council
and Mr. Meth are “silent” on the
issue. He asked the council if they are
representing their constituents or “just
circling the wagons.”

Acting Mayor Ciarrocca stated that
the location of the light was changed
following discussions at public meet-
ings and meetings of the Citizens
Traffic Advisory Committee.

In other business, the council heard
a presentation from Westfield High
School senior Katherine Frega to raise
awareness for teen cancer. Katherine
was diagnosed last year with
Hodgkins Lymphoma. She said that
cancer is the leading cause of dis-
ease-related death for young people
and stressed the importance of the
need for early detection in teens. She
told the council that she was very
grateful for the “support from the
Westfield community” and she was
able to return to school following
chemotherapy and radiation in Nov.

Acting Mayor Ciarrocca said “how
good it makes us all feel to see you
doing so well” and he is “really proud
of what you’re doing” to raise aware-
ness for teen cancer.

Additionally, the council approved
a resolution for the demolition of a
home, garage and sheds at 735 Girard
Avenue.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — With the town’s
recreation commission under direction
to self fund their projects through user
fees and grants, the commission’s chair-
man, James Marvin, told The Westfield
Leader this week that the commission is
“managing to do a lot with out cost to the
taxpayers.”

Approximately five years ago the
commission instituted a $10 per player,
per season user fee. The fees are used to
“self fund every capital project,” ac-
cording to Mr. Marvin. Over the last
four years Westfield has also received
an annual grant from the Union County
Kids Recreation Trust fund, which has
helped fund several projects.

Over the past two to three years, the
commission has worked on what Mr.
Marvin called “quick strike projects” as
they are lower cost projects but make a
big impact.

While the work recommended in the
Memorial Park Master Plan several years
ago was never implemented, the com-
mission is completing work this year on
a new drainage system for the playing
fields there.

Additionally, the field has been ex-
panded into the wooded area, away from
the residences bordering Memorial Park,
as well as upgrades to back stops and
new safety fencing. The three back ten-
nis courts at Memorial Park are also
being replaced to include new drainage
and fencing at a cost of approximately
$200,000. The front tennis courts are
being repainted to match the new courts.

Mr. Marvin admitted that while it’s
not the “big giant multimillion dollar
project” that was discussed several years
ago, the commission is “doing with what
we have” in order to improve parks for
all of the users.

Last year the commission redid the
basketball courts at Windsor Park. The
courts were resurfaced, new lines were
painted and new poles, rims and nets
were installed. According to Mr. Marvin,
the courts had become very run down
and the “neighborhood really appreci-
ates” the refurbishment.

When summer arrives, residents will
see an expanded snack bar and picnic
area at the Westfield Memorial Pool,
which is a self-funded utility. Accord-
ing to Mr. Marvin, dead trees have been
removed, and the concrete area was
expanded to allow for more picnic tables.
He added that work is continuing through
the winter on interior renovations and
upgrades at the snack bar.

Mr. Marvin told The Leader that the
commission is continuing to “work
closely with the board of education”
following last year’s project to resod,
grade and install sprinklers at Edison
Intermediate School’s varsity baseball
field. This year the commission and
board of education are planning to ex-

pand the baseball field and basketball
court at Franklin School.

During the December blizzard the
fence surrounding the tennis courts at
Tamaques Park collapsed and now needs
replacing. Mr. Marvin told The Leader
that the courts were resurfaced approxi-
mately four years ago, but all eight courts
will likely need full replacement in three
to four years.

Beginning this year, the commission
will begin setting aside 20 to 25 percent
of the user fees it collects to save for the
future turf field replacement at Sid Faye
and Houlihan Fields. The turf fields
were installed in 2004 and came with a
10-year warranty. Mr. Marvin said that
while the town takes good care of the
fields, they only have a life span of
about 15 years at which time the infill
and turf will need replacing. He said that
it is important that the commission “be-
gin to set money aside now” so that there
are no surprises when the time comes to
replace them.

The commission is also interested in
hearing from the various user groups on
any project that they might want or need
to be completed and has developed an
application process for such instances.

The second ordinance sets new “not
to exceed” user fees for the use of
picnic areas, the Mindowaskin Park
gazebo, the per season per sport user
fee, field fees and use of the commu-
nity room at town hall.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca said
that the council has given a “mandate
to recreation that it has to be run cost
neutral to the taxpayer” and that they
were able to achieve that goal through
user fees in 2010. Public hearings
will be held on both ordinances in
two weeks.

Mr. Gildea also announced that he
has received a list of requests from
the Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil, the Chamber of Commerce, the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
and the Westfield Baseball League
for various events throughout the year.
In 2010, all of the organizations paid
the police and public works expenses
associated with their events, which
Mr. Gildea said he expects to con-
tinue in 2011.

The council went into closed ses-
sion to discuss Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing lease negotiations with
the town and the lawsuits of
Sunnyside vs. Town of Westfield, a
builder’s remedy lawsuit, and
Buontempo vs. Town of Westfield.
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MLK
presided by Rev. Suleima Rosario-
Diaz, associate pastor at The First
Baptist Church. Attendees were
treated to musical selections provided
by the church’s Interfaith Choir fol-
lowed by the Litany given by Gladys
Edwards of the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Association. Westfield Coun-
cilwoman Vicki Kimmins offered re-
marks and Rabbi Douglas Sagal of
Temple Emanu-El gave the benedic-
tion.

This year marks the 25th Anniver-
sary of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
being recognized as a federal holi-
day. “I have a dream that one day this
nation will rise up and live out the
true meaning of it’s creed: “We hold
these truths to be self evident: that all
men are created equal,” as said by Dr.
King, was a theme that was reflected
throughout the day.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
LET IT SNOW...Area kids and their parents take advantage of the day off on  January 12, after local schools were closed for the day due to snow. Everyone was all smiles as they took to the hills at the Scotch Hills Golf Course.

Deadline Is Tues., March 8,
For School Board Petitions

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Candidates seeking seats on
their local boards of education (BOE)
have until 4 p.m. on Tuesday, March 8, to
file nominating petitions. This year, the
annual school election has been moved to
Wednesday, April 27. Previous elections
were held on Tuesdays.

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
said the election date was changed by the
state due to Jewish and Christian holi-
days.

In Westfield, the seats of Alice
Hunnicutt, Ann Ormsby Cary and Gary
McCreedy are up for election, while the
terms of Mountainside BOE members
Carolyn Williams and Cathy Jakositz
expire in April. In the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district, the seats of board
members Donald Parisi and Warren
McFall in Scotch Plains are up for elec-
tion, as is that of Rob O’Connor in
Fanwood. Mr. O’Connor opted to seek a
one-year unexpired term last year instead
of a full term.

In Garwood, the seats of BOE Vice-
Chairwoman Linda Koenig and Chris-

tine Guerriero are up for election this
year, while the terms of Joanne Boyle, Jill
Brown and Michael Caulfield are expir-
ing in Cranford.

Persons interested in filing for a seat on
school boards must file nominating peti-
tions with the BOE business office in
order to get their names on the local
school election ballot. A minimum of 10
signatures from registered voters in the
town in which a candidate is running is
required on petitions. All candidates must
be registered voters.

Local business offices are as follows:
Westfield, Robert Berman, business ad-
ministrator and board secretary, BOE
administrative offices, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield; Scotch Plains-Fanwood, An-
thony Del Sordi, business administrator,
BOE administrative offices, Evergreen
School, Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains; Garwood, Betty
Faggiano, BOE business office, Lincoln
School, 400 Second Avenue, Garwood,
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.;
Cranford, Robert Carfagno, business ad-
ministrator and board secretary, board
offices, 132 Thomas Street, Cranford.

Solar Debate Continues for
GW Board of Education
By MANDY L. RUSSELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The conversation con-
tinued once more at Tuesday night’s
Garwood Board of Education meeting
regarding whether or not to pass the vote
on joining the Union County energy plan
to have solar panels installed on the roof
of Lincoln School.

Building and Grounds lead crewman,
Tom Spera, introduced Ryan Scerbo, an
attorney representing the law firm of
Decotiis, Fitzpatrick & Cole, LLP, who is
involved in the solar panels project. The
board requested his presence to have some
open-ended questions answered.

Board member Russell Graham ex-
pressed his concerns about costs, penal-
ties, and rates.

“This will be low cost power, with no
upfront cost to you, and no cost to you
during the 15-year term (of the contract),”
Mr. Scerbo said.

“What happens after the 15-year term?”
Mr. Graham asked.

“The school board can have the panels
removed and there is still no charge to
you, or your school will have the option
to purchase the panel system at fair mar-
ket value after an appraisal,” Mr. Scerbo
said.

Mr. Scerbo explained that the solar
panels, also referred to as power purchase
agreements (PPA), are designed to create
1,000 Kilowatt hours, which will equal
one energy certificate.

“The program will also include mul-
tiple local units throughout Union County
that will be constructed on rooftops under
traditional solar construction,” Mr. Scerbo
said.

The money to complete the project
will come from public financing and, in
turn, will earn the private developer tax
credits.

“Bottom line, Mr. Graham, this pro-
gram will cost your school nothing, but
will save your school about 10 percent on
your energy bill each year, which [is
estimated] to be about $6,000 in savings
per year,” Mr. Scerbo said.

“With 10 percent of the school’s en-
ergy needs met by the solar panels,
PSE&G handles the rest in regular fash-
ion (as the district’s energy provider),”
Mr. Scerbo added.

Mr. Graham also asked how many
bidders came out and bid on the project.

“Tioga Energy from California was
the only one to bid. Their company has
been around since 2006,” Mr. Scerbo
said.

The State of New Jersey lies just under
California for the most use of solar en-
ergy, Mr. Scerbo said.

“We believe Tioga Energy is the best
company suited for the job. They recently
did a similar project in Morris County at
6.8 cents per kilowatt energy, and they
are a very reputable company,” Mr. Scerbo
said.

Mr. Scerbo explained that the agree-
ment with Tioga includes a security pack-
age that keeps the taxpayers from paying
out if there happens to be any default in
the program. The only cost risks that exist
to the school and any other building in the
county that is participating would be if a
building needed roof repair or was closed.

“In the event of these risks happening,
you would be responsible for compensat-
ing the panel company to come remove
the panels while you repair your roof or if
your building were to shut down for good
before the end of the 15-year term,” Mr.
Scerbo said.

“The roof on our school is new, so
there should not be any problems, and
I’m quite certain our school isn’t plan-
ning on shutting down in the next 15
years,” Mr. Graham said.

Sixty percent of the buildings that were
offered the program ended up being de-
nied in the end due to the condition of
their roof, Mr. Scerbo said. He said the
panels are like large picture frames that
will not puncture the school’s roof in any
way. It is estimated that the school’s roof
can hold at least 284 panels and maybe
more if the installer is able to fit more
with the school’s permission.

“The output for your school is 59,000
kilowatts. With this information your
school can budget out a set system so you
can know about how much you will save.
The good thing is that there is a 90-
percent guarantee from the solar com-
pany, which is high for this type of sys-
tem,” Mr. Scerbo said.

“Your school could only benefit from
this program,” Mr. Scerbo said. “I don’t
foresee energy costs getting cheaper and
your smaller town will most likely ben-
efit by pooling into this project with the
larger towns around you in Union
County.”

Garwood Superintendent Teresa
Quigley ended the session by thanking
the board for its long hours and dedica-
tion to this potential plan for their school.

“As a board, I want to thank you. You
are here volunteering your time and we
have spent hours on solar panel issues.
You care about this issue enough to look
into it before going ahead and voting yes,
and I’m certain Martin Luther King would
be proud,” Mrs. Quigley said.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
WIRE ART...Fine Art Students at Edison Intermediate School make wire sculp-
tures during an in-house field trip featuring worshops by local artists on Friday,
January 14.

Quattrocchi Wants Bulky
Waste Pickups Reinstated
By MANDY L. RUSSELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi  started the Janu-
ary 11 borough council meeting off
with her intent to hear her residents’
concerns going into the new year.

Items on the mayor’s agenda for
the new year include reinstating bulk
garbage pickup for residents, tack-
ling the 2011-2012 budget, commu-
nicating with her community and lis-
ten to the voices of Garwood’s resi-
dents, and complete renovations to
the athletic and recreation facility
that have been in the works since the
late 1990s.

“I plan on moving forward with
bulk pickup as soon as possible. I
would like us to investigate various
options to see what kind of pickup we
can reinstate for the spring or fall, or
whatever season works best for our
community,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.

The mayor said she is a firm be-
liever that listening to residents will
assist the borough as it approaches
tackling another difficult budget year.
She said the council is dealing with
major budget cuts and slashes in
spending due to a major decrease in
state government spending and aid.

Councilman James Mathieu in-
formed the council members and the
residents in attendance that a draft of
the 2011 budget would be processed
and written within the next couple of
weeks. He said borough officials  plan
to find a way to cut the budget and
spending without instituting layoffs
or diminishing important services to
the community. He said the council
also plans to solicit quotes for custo-
dial hiring in 2011.

“There will still be contractual
wage increases in certain service ar-
eas such as our police department,”
Councilman Mathieu said. “But when
I look back on the account summary
for 2010, I have to commend our
departments and employees for their
excellence in spending and cutting

budgets,” he added.
During citizen’s comments,

Garwood resident Bruce Patterson
addressed the newly revised council.

“I am glad to see the mayor and
council as it is, because I feel this is a
good set up. We have gender diver-
sity, family oriented members, expe-
rience in finance and construction,
and members who are politically
savvy. I am always yelling about
people verses bad government, but it
looks like Garwood has some good
government now,” Mr. Patterson said.

In other news, Mary Emmons, prin-
cipal of Lincoln School, addressed
her concerns regarding staff parking
at the school to the mayor and coun-
cil.

“With the budget being low and the
school having to combine their ser-
vices, there is not enough parking for
our teachers. I have noticed out-of-
town commuters parking in six of our
open spots across the street which
leaves my staff walking long dis-
tances from where they park,” Ms.
Emmons said.

Ms. Emmons suggested parking
permits for those spots to eliminate
out-of-towners using staff parking
spaces. Mayor Quattrocchi agreed
this was an issue that needed to be
dealt with as soon as possible and she
recommended it be referred to the
laws and licenses committee,which
is chaired by Councilman Keith
Sluka. The mayor also asked the fire
department to review the matter. Ms.
Emmons asked if it were possible to
consider a 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. parking
allocation for school staff only in
those particular spots. The council
agreed to take the necessary steps to
look into this matter.

Lastly, the winners of the Garwood
holiday decorating contest were an-
nounced: first place went to 231
Spruce Avenue, second place to 342
Hickory, third place to 340 Second
Avenue, and the Chevy Chase award
went to 315 Hickory.


