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 Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
PANCAKES FOR A PURPOSE...The Westfield Community Center held its annual Pancake Breakfast in honor of Martin
Luther King, Jr. on Monday. Proceeds from the breakfast, which fed approximately 200 hungry residents, fund the center’s
after-school program, as well as the senior citizen programs. On hand to ensure the event was a success were,  left to right:
Wally Brown, Jason Walker, Chris Beck, Sean Wright, Thelma Smith, Bob Ogburn and Lenore Scurry.

 Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CLAY CREATIONS...Fine Art students at Edison Intermediate School make
clay busts in the First Annual Fine Art Day on Friday, January 14. The in-school
field trip included hands-on workshops conducted by local artist’s.

Edison School Holds Fine Art Day
In Westfield Featuring Local Artists

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Edison Intermedi-
ate School held its first annual Fine
Arts Day last Friday which featured
workshops run by local artists.

The day, being dubbed an “in house
field trip” was the idea of Edison Fine
Arts teacher Dan Black after he and
colleague Helen Frees, were asked
by the administration  “to be resource-
ful” in light of recent budget cuts.

Approximately 47 eighth-grade
students taking Fine Art as an elec-
tive, participated in the hands-on day.
“The students [who take Fine Art] are
more on track of going into an art
field. They usually feed into the high
school program,” Mr. Black told The

Westfield Leader “We want to make
sure the kids have experience with
artists outside of our classroom, see
things we might not be able to show
them.”

The program, intended to teach
and inspire, included an array of dif-
ferent mediums ranging from the
more common oil paint and clay, to
glass and wire sculptures and en-
caustic painting, a technique involv-
ing painting with tinted wax.

Artists who volunteered their time
to make the day a success included:
Sandra Wygledowski, who instructed
the student artists in making an oil
painting; Brooke Gardiner, who dem-
onstrated how to make sculptures out
of glass and stone; Francesca Azzara,

who assisted the students in making
an encaustic print; Linda Tomaso,
who assisted in creating a clay bust
sculpture; and Roy Chambers, who
assisted in making a wire sculpture.

Ms. Wygledowski received a BA
in Fine Arts Studio Crafts at Montclair
State University and attended duCret
School of Art in Plainfield. She is
currently a “Member at Large” and
webmaster for the Westfield Art As-
sociation, as well as a member of the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey.
She has exhibited in the Millburn/
Short Hills shows, the Westfield Art
Association member and outdoor
shows and the Overlook Children’s
Hospital. Her media of choice is oil
painting and her preferred subject
matter is birds.

Brooke Gardiner is a sculptor who
works in glass and stone. Following a
career at Exxon Chemical Company
as a scientist, he became intrigued by
glass as a sculptural medium. “Using
the knowledge I had acquired from
66 years of glassblowing, I was at-
tracted to the ethereal, spiritual and
optical qualities of glass in the artis-
tic form,” Mr. Gardiner said.

For his glass work, he uses an ad-
vanced flame working technique that
uses borosilicate glass in rod or tube
with a flame and oxygen. His stone
sculptures are created “in the old
traditional way with hammer, chisel,
rasp and polishing materials.” Due to
the dangerous nature of his craft, Mr.
Gardiner’s workshop was a demon-
stration, rather than a hands-on class.

Francesca Azzara received her BFA
in Studio Art from Kean University
and her AAS in Design from FIT. She
is a mixed media artist who also works
in encaustic paints, an obscure art
form. Ms. Azzara iss the recipient of
many awards including Union
County’s HEART Grant, which al-
lowed her to hold several exhibitions
of her encaustic works throughout
Union County.

Roy Chambers is a sculptor who
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Tavern Owner Bids $3.4 M
For Office Bar & Grills

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – The owner of Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouses, which filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in
November, has received a $3.4 mil-
lion offer for its seven Office Bar &
Grill establishments from
Morristown-based Villa Enterprises,
Inc., a food service operator of both
casual and full-service restaurants.

The Office Bar and Grill operates
restaurants in Westfield (the former
Jolly Trolley), as well as in Cranford
and Summit. Charlie Brown’s cur-
rently operates 20 restaurants, 17 of
which are located in New Jersey in-
cluding Scotch Plains, a location that
is new following a fire in January
2007 that destroyed the former res-
taurant. CB Holding, which owns
Charlie Brown’s and The Office res-
taurants, had operated 49 Charlie
Brown’s restaurants, of which 35 were
in New Jersey.

CB Holding, which is controlled
by Trimaran Capital Partners, also
owns 12 Bugaboo Creek Steak House
restaurants in New Hampshire,
Maine, Maryland and Massachusetts.
It closed 18 Bugaboo Creek restau-

rants. Trimaran purchased Charlie
Brown’s and The Office Bar & Grill
from Castle Harlan for $140 million
in 2005. Harlan had bought the res-
taurants for $50 million from Restau-
rant Associates in 1997.

Former Charlie Brown’s Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Russell D’Anton told
a business group in 2005 that the
chain had plans to expand to 79 res-
taurants, including opening locations
in Delaware. Mr. D’Anton pleaded
guilty last year to conspiracy to com-
mit mail fraud and tax evasion as part
of a kickback scheme that netted him
$1 million in exchange for awarding
contracts to certain vendors.

Villa operates the Back Horse Tav-
ern, Black Horse Pub and
Mackenzie’s Grille and Ale House,
all in Mendham; George and Martha’s
American Grille in Morristown, and
restaurants under the names
Ristorante II Forno and Villa Café.

The company also operates under
the casual dining names of Villa Fresh
Italian Restaurant, Villa Pizza, Green
Leaf’s and Bananas, South Philly
Steaks and Fries, and Bananas
Smoothies and Frozen Yogurt.

WF Council Reviews WHS
Parking and Recreation Fees

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF Council Hears Crossing
Signal Complaints

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday
night’s public Westfield Town Coun-
cil meeting, Central Avenue residents
Maria Carluccio and Adina
Enculescu voiced their complaints
again regarding the placement of a
pedestrian crossing signal on Ms.
Enculescu’s front lawn.

Both women stated their disap-
pointment at the absence of Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and their distaste for
instances when the council does not
immediately respond to their ques-
tions, but waits until the public com-
ment portion of the meeting is over
— and the residents therefore are not
permitted to speak further.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — On Tuesday
night, the Westfield Town Council
held a special conference session to
make up for last week’s meeting that
was canceled due to snow. The coun-
cil reviewed all of the ordinances and
resolutions, which would be approved
at their public meeting held immedi-
ately following the conference ses-
sion.

The council discussed a resolution
appointing Gordon Meth as their “on-
call traffic safety and engineering
services consultant.” According to
Town Administrator James Gildea,
the “main project for this year” will
be the Westfield High School (WHS)
area traffic and parking issues. A
meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
January 27 at the WHS auditorium

where residents can attend to discuss
concerns for the area.

Mr. Gildea stated that in previous
years the town resolved not to exceed
$15,000, but because there was money
left over from last year, the amount in
the resolution is set as not to exceed
$11,000. for Mr. Meth’s services.

The council also discussed two or-
dinances dealing with recreation fees.
The first ordinance sets “not to ex-
ceed” limits on Memorial Pool mem-
bership fees. In previous years when
the Recreation Commission recom-
mended that fees be raised, a new
ordinance would have to be drawn
up. This new ordinance allows for
“room to grow,” according to Mr.
Gildea, and each time the pool rates
need to be increased, the council can
pass it by resolution.

Area Residents Gather to
Celebrate MLK Legacy

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
legacy lived on Monday as area resi-
dents gathered for a day of remem-
brance through ceremonies, celebra-
tions and memorials. This April will
mark 43 years since the assassination
of the civil rights activist, heralded
not only as a symbolic leader to black
Americans, but a role model to the
world.

“We must live together as brothers
or perish together as fools,” Martin
Luther King, Jr. said. In keeping with
his vision of a “Beloved Commu-
nity,” the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA and the JCC hosted the sec-
ond annual Martin Luther King, Jr.

Day of Service, dubbed “A Day On,
Not a Day Off” in hopes of instilling
a sense of duty in the community.

Opening ceremonies for the MLK,
Jr. Day of Service, which is part of
the United We Serve initiative, were
held in the gym at the “Y.” A welcome
by Karin Dreixler, executive director
of the SP-F YMCA, kicked off the
day followed by an Invocation by the
Reverend David Jahnke of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. The
singing of the National Anthem was
presented by the Scotch Plains Rec-
reation S.T.A.R.S. Theater, after
which there was a video presentation
of local icons reflecting on Martin
Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights
Movement, which was created by
Park Middle School students.

After the opening ceremonies, par-
ticipants chose from a wide variety of
service opportunities, which included
assembling hygiene kits for needy
families, giving blood, making blan-
kets for the needy, making valentines
for the troops and visiting nursing

homes, as well as dozens of other
service options.

“Doing this today, instead of tak-
ing the day off, brings the community
together,” event coordinator Courtney
Agnelo told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “Not only does it
bring the community together, but it
helps people in need. It helps people
to become aware, not just today but
throughout the year.”

The Westfield Community Center
held their annual MLK Pancake
Breakfast with proceeds going to the
after school and senior citizen pro-
gram. The volunteers served break-
fast to approximately 200 residents
who came to remember, reflect and
socialize.

Participants gathered at the MLK
Monument in Westfield and marched
to the First Baptist Church for a re-
membrance service.

The First Baptist Church was host
to the 24th annual MLK Interfaith
Commemoration Service, which was
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SNOW DAY...School was closed on Wednesday, January 12, for the first official snow day of the school year. Crowds flocked to the Scotch Hills Golf Course to enjoy a day of sleigh riding. Approximately five inches of snow fell, adding to the accumulation
already on the ground from the December 26, 2010 blizzard, which dropped more that two-feet of snow on the area..


