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Grab a Ride on this Streetcar in Chatham
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Far too often a director auditions
people for a show, directs them for
five or six weeks and only gets to
dress the stage perhaps a week or 10
days before the opening night cur-
tain. Not so with actor and first time
director Brian Remo, whose set for A
Streetcar Named Desire is nearly done
one month before the curtain rises in
the Fellowship Hall Theatre at the
United Methodist Church on Main
Street in Chatham.

“I want the actors to have time to
work with the set and have it become
a natural part of what they do during
rehearsals so they won’t have to even
think about it during performances,”
he said.

His detailed set of Stanley and Stella
Kowalski’s two-room flat is loaded
with hand-picked items adorning the
walls and floors. Mr. Remo has a
clear vision for the upcoming Ten-
nessee Williams’ show that runs
weekends in January through the first
weekend in February. “Over here’s
where the jazz musicians will
perform…this is the upstairs of the
neighbors that the audience will see
through this landing.” And he goes on
and on with those details.

 But according to Leslie Eve Price,
who plays Blanche DuBois, the de-
tails of set and props are just “stuff.”
The director’s real talent lies in his
communication skills. “Brian Remo
is a gifted director,” she said before a
rehearsal recently. “He articulates his
vision well through the use of meta-
phors. Through the comparisons he
makes for the actors, he’s able to nail
exactly what he wants and what we
need to make it happen. He’s found
his calling and is in his element.”

In readying for the monumental
role of Blanche, Ms. Price says her
best preparation is “the fact that I’ve
lived a long time.” She continued, “I
understand her: she’s brave, coura-
geous. The poetry she gets to speak I
have trouble saying without tearing
up. The words speak to Blanche (and
to me) personally. You only get this
insight from living.”

 The woman director Remo cast as
Stella, Blanche’s younger sister, is
Angel Duncan, who also understands
her character from the inside out. By
day, Ms. Duncan deals with people
with mental problems, so she “gets”

SHARING THE VISION…Director Brian Remo speaks to his cast at a recent
rehearsal of A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams. The play will be
presented by the Fellowship Hall Theatre in the United Methodist Church on
Main Street in Chatham weekends, from Thursday through Saturday, from
January 20 through February 5 at 8 p.m. For ticket information, call producer Gil
Ranbach at (908 ) 489-4911.
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her character’s sister Blanche who
often sees life through her own real-
ity. “Stella is strong. She wears the
pants, but lets Stanley think he does,”
she explained. She likened the rela-
tionship of Stella and Stanley to that
of Alice and Ralph in the ‘50s TV
show, “The Honeymooners.” The
third lead in the iconic work is played
by Matt Monihan who is tackling the
role made famous by Marlon Brando.
He sees Stanley as “a product of his
environment to an extreme.” He says
the toughest part of playing the well-
known role is “the varying emotions
he (Stanley) experiences. It’s a chal-
lenge,” he said, “to harness those
emotions so that they build logically.”

 Producer Gil Ranbach, who has

                    
               

       
           

‘Streetcar’ Info:  Jan 20 – Feb 5
Thursday, Friday and Saturday

Nights. Curtain at 8 p.m.
Tickets are available at the door

for $16 each.
Advanced tickets and group

sales are available at $10 each
by calling producer

Gil Ranbach at (908) 489-4911.

Choral Art Soc. to Perform
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio

been with Fellowship Theatre for
over 20 years when it was located in
the Red Bank area, has served as
somewhat of a mentor for director
Remo.

“He’s laid the foundation for what
needs to be done for a top-notch
production,” Mr. Remo said, “and
I’ve taken his lead.”

St. Bart’s Invites All
To Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Holy

Name Society of Saint Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
will hold its annual pancake break-
fast on Sunday, January 23, in the St.
Bartholomew Cafeteria after the 7:30,
9, 10:30 and noon Masses. All are
welcome.

“Marco” of the Highlander Res-
taurant will prepare pancakes and
sausages. The cost is $6 for adults
and children age 13 and older; $5
for children ages 4 to 12, and free
for children ages 3 and under. The
maximum cost per family will be
$14.

All teachers and staff of St.
Bartholomew Academy and the reli-
gious education program are invited
as guests of the Holy Name Society.
St. Bartholomew Church is located
at 2032 Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

 WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. will per-
form Cantatas of Johann Sebastian
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio on Satur-
day, January 22, at 8 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at Mountain Avenue and East
Broad Street.

James S. Little, musical director
of the Society, will conduct the

evening’s performance. Soloists in-
clude Ellen Goff Entriken, soprano;
Jeffrey Mandelbaum, alto; Stephen
Sands, tenor and Mark Watson, bass.
The Choral Art Society Orchestra
will accompany the chorus. Admis-
sion is $20, $15 for seniors and stu-
dents at the door. For information
call (908) 654-5737 or visit
www.thechoralartsocietyofnj.org

Saturday, January 22, 2011 – 8 pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield  

(Corner of Mountain Ave. & Broad Street)

CAS Chorus and Orchestra

$20/$15 Students or Seniors  I  Tickets Available at the Door
For Information Call: 908-654-5737  I  Wheelchair Accessible

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, a partner agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.NJ State Council on the Arts

 Alto: Jeffrey Mandelbaum
 Bass: Mark Watson

Soprano: Ellen Goff Entriken
Tenor: Stephen Sands 

Bach: 
Christmas

CANTATAS 1-3 

Oratorio

Tickets to SP-FHS’s
Hairspray on Sale Now

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rat your hair,
throw on a poodle skirt or skinny tie
and join “The Nicest Kids in Town”
as Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Repertory Theatre stages
Hairspray. Tickets for the March pro-
duction are now on sale.

Hairspray is the story of “pleas-
ingly plump” Tracy Turnblad, who
dreams of dancing on the “Corny
Collins Show” on television in 1962
Baltimore. When that dream comes
true, Tracy is transformed from so-
cial outcast to sudden star, but must
use her newfound power to vanquish
the reigning Teen Queen, win the
affections of heartthrob Link Larkin
and integrate a TV network – all
without denting her ‘do! Hairspray
is a family-friendly, infectious musi-
cal with a message that’s as relevant
today as it was at the time the show
is set in.

When Hairspray, with music and
lyrics by Scotch Plains native Marc
Shaiman and lyrics by Scott Wittman
opened on Broadway, The New York
Times’ Ben Brantley wrote: “Stocked
with canny, deliriously tuneful songs
by Marc Shaiman and Scott
Wittman… Shaiman is taking the
infectious hooks and rhythms from
period pop and R&B and translating
them into the big, bouncy sound that
Broadway demands.”

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 11, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
March 12, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, March
13, at 2 p.m. (new time); Thursday,
March 17, at 7 p.m.; Friday, March
18, at 8 p.m. and Saturday, March 19,
at 8 p.m. All shows will take place at
the Manya Ungar Memorial Audito-
rium at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School located at 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains.

Tickets can be purchased by e-
mailing reptix@verizon.net. Prices
are $15 for adults, $10 for seniors
(age 60 and up) and $10 for students.
Please include desired performance

dates, number and type of tickets and
total amount due. Checks should
made out to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Repertory Theatre. Payment may be
mailed with ticket orders or made at
the time of ticket pick-up in the front
lobby of SPFHS on Monday or
Wednesday evenings from 7 to 8
p.m. beginning Wednesday, Febru-
ary 2 (no pick up on Monday, Febru-
ary 21).

For questions, call Randi Traiman
at (908) 322-6533

St. Pat’s Parade
Comm. to Host

Bartenders Party
KENILWORTH – The Union

County St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee will host its annual Ce-
lebrity Bartenders fundraiser this
Sunday, January 16, from 2 to 7 p.m.
at the Kenilworth Veterans Center
located at 33 South 21st Street,
Kenilworth.

The party will honor long-time
Elizabeth resident Jim Sinnott and
salute the Union County Emerald
Society on their 30th Anniversary.
Entertainment will include The Willie
Lynch Show Band and bagpipers and
drummers.

The Celebrity Bartenders party will
benefit the 2011 Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, which steps
off at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 12,
on Morris Avenue in Union.

Admission is $5 per person and
includes coffee, tea, cake and hot dogs.

For tickets or more information,
contact Kevin Dowling at (732) 594-
1763 or Kathy Noonan-Rotando at
(908) 352-1477. Tickets are also
available at the door. For more infor-
mation about the 2011 Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade,  visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

No Changes Needed at WCP’s I Love You,
You’re Perfect, Now Change

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westifeld Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Perfection is hard
to come by, but the cast in the
Westfield Community Players’
(WCP) latest offering has pretty close
to being there in “I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change,” a musical
comedy by Joe DiPietro and Jimmy
Roberts. There may be two dozen or
more characters presented through-
out the night, but like the original
Off-Broadway production that pre-
miered in New York City in 1996 and
didn’t close until 2008, director
Sherrie Ahlin uses only a cast of four.
The insightful director asks the two
men and two women to portray a
spectrum of emotions and they don’t
disappoint.

 The show itself is loads of fun with
comic sketches or vignettes mixed
with moments of musical theater.
After a brief, if slightly awkward
cosmic introduction set in the dark,
(Think a reading of Genesis with “In
the beginning…”), the show jumps
into the central theme as the cast
members musically get ready for a
date.

 The play’s tag line is “Everything
you have ever secretly thought about
dating, romance, marriage, lovers,
husbands, wives and in-laws, but were
afraid to admit.” This obviously has
hit a chord of reality since the show’s
been translated into 13 languages and
ran for over 5,000 performances in
New York alone. Some of the satire
includes what it means being a part of
the hopeless single scene, having pre-
wedding jitters, dealing with in-laws,
and other aspects of the dance we
humans call love.

 Paul Salvatoriello as Man 2 is a
hoot, especially in “Tear Jerk” where
he’s in a movie theater with his date,
watching a chick flick. His internal
struggle unfolds as he gets drawn
into the sappy story and actually blub-
bers all over the girl. Later, in the
song “On the Highway of Love,”
both Mr. Salvatoriello as the father
and Janet Swaim (Woman 1) as the
mother share their views of his driv-
ing ability and her criticism of it. The
laugh level meter in the theater was
off the Richter scale for that number.

The awkwardness of two socially
inept people on a first date is brought
to life in the hilarious song “A Stud
and A Babe” where Man 1 (Chris
Mortenson) and Ms. Swaim are ador-
ably nerdy while they fantasize about
being the antithesis of who they are.
Ms. Swaim later plays a gal who is in
agony as she waits for a promised
phone call from last night’s date in
the song “He Called Me.”

Donning a black wig for another
number, Ms. Swaim transforms her-
self into Rosie Ritz, a woman record-
ing her video for a dating service.
The adorably performed monologue
is crammed with honesty, heartbreak
and laughs.

Jennifer Hanselman, playing
Woman 2, shows range and versatil-
ity with her singing voice and laud-
able acting in portraying women from
12 to 70. The song “Always a Brides-
maid,” done with country flavor by
Ms. Hanselman, has a clever twist as
do many of the songs.

Throughout the evening, all four
actors get to showcase their vocal

talents. The most poignant of the
night’s numbers is “Shouldn’t I be
less in Love with You?” with Mr.
Salvatoriello and Ms. Hanselman sip-
ping coffee while reading the morn-
ing paper. After 30 years together,
they have weathered “brutal, futile
fights and sleepless nights.” Mr.
Salvatoriello’s voice soars with
strength and emotion.

 Themes of love and relationships
have been explored to death in every
medium, so it’s impressive to see a
show that features relatively fresh
angles on those hackneyed themes.
The intimate WCP playhouse on
North Avenue West is the perfect
venue for this clever show because
with just piano accompaniment —
played masterfully by musical direc-
tor Seth Saltzman — there isn’t need
for amplification. Each juicy, deli-
cious, satiric line is audible. This
show, produced by Kay Macrae and
choreographed by Meridith Johnson,
has something for anyone who hopes
to be in love or who has been in love,
real or imagined.

SUNDAY DRIVE…As a typical dysfunctional family in I Love you, You’re
Perfect, Now Change, Chris Mortenson playing the son, Janet Swain as the
mother, Paul Salvatoriello as the father and Jennifer Hanselman as the daughter,
take a ride in the car. The foursome’s rendition of “On the Highway of Love”
brought down the house with the clever lyrics and familiar phrases of Joe
DiPietro. The formerly Off-Broadway musical comedy, A Series of Vignettes,
runs weekends on January 15 and 16 and 21 and 22.

 Plf. Sym. to Perform
 Perform Free Concert
PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield

Symphony will perform a free
concert on February 5, 3 p.m. at
Shi loh  Bapt is t  Church in
Plainfield.

The concert, Classical Gems,
is a one-hour interactive pops
concert led by guest conductor
Roger Stubblefield with a spe-
cial guest performance by the
Union County TEAMS Charter
School Choir.

The concert is free but donations of
non-perishable food items will be
accepted at the door. All collections
will be donated to Starfish and the
Lord’s Pantry, Plainfield’s local food
pantries.

For more information, visit
www.plainfieldsymphony.org or call
(908) 561-5140.

The Plainfield Symphony, estab-
lished in 1919, is New Jersey’s oldest
community symphony and the third
oldest in the country.
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