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WF Public Schools to Hold
Lottery for Preschool Prog

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Pub-
lic School District is now accepting
applications for the 2011 – 2012 Pre-
school Program located at Lincoln
School Early Childhood Center, 728
Westfield Avenue. The program is
comprised of general education stu-
dents and students who have been
found eligible for special education.
General education students will be
selected for this program by lottery.

Preschool classes will meet Mon-
day through Friday, from 8:45 to
11:15 a.m. for the 3-year old morning
session and from 12:30 to 3 p.m. for
the 4-year old afternoon session.

Applicants must be residents of
Westfield and be three or four years
of age on or before October 1, 2011.
Applications for the lottery are avail-
able on the district website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/lincoln.
During school hours, applications
may also be obtained in person at
Lincoln School and the main office
of any of the elementary schools in
Westfield. All applications must be
returned to Lincoln School, 728
Westfield Avenue, no later than 4
p.m. on Thursday, February 17.

The lottery drawing will be held at
Lincoln School, on February 18, at 2
p.m. Parents of applicants are wel-
come to attend but need not be present

at the drawing. All applicants will be
notified of their acceptance by phone.

Children who are not selected for
the program will be placed on a wait-
ing list. Special education students
are included in the Preschool Pro-
gram as determined by the District
Child Study Team.

An original birth certificate with
raised seal and proof of residency
will be required for those students
admitted to the program. A tuition
fee of $320 per month will be charged
to those pre-school students selected
in the lottery for the 2011-2012 school
year. Students who qualify under the
income eligibility guidelines set forth
under the Federal Child Nutrition
Program may be eligible for a re-
duced charge.

For more information, please call
Lincoln School at (908) 789-4455.

HONORABLE MENTION…Students in Joseph Paradise’s 4th Grade class at
Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School were awarded an honorable mention
for Best East Coast Region Entry in the BookJam Digital Book Report Video
Contest for their submission of a video book report on Judy Blume’s “Tales of a
Fourth Grade Nothing”. For their video entry, the students spent three weeks
assembling costumes and props, filming scenes, and editing their video down to
2.5 minutes. The entries were judged by a panel at Recorded Books K-12.

Holy Family Class
Posts  50th Reunion

AREA – The Class of 1961 of Holy
Family Academy of Bayonne will
hold a 50th Reunion weekend, April
8 to 10, in Ocean Grove. Classmates
may contact committee members
Valerie Martin at (973) 781-1133 or
Judith Gantly at
judithann13@verizon.net.

THE GOOD LIFE…The Four-Plus children catch up on their reading at St.
Paul’s Day School in front of a cozy fire.

Open House, Registration at
 St. Paul’s Day School

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Day
School in Westfield will sponsor an
Open House and registration on
Thursday, January 20, at 9:30 a.m.
for new families for our kindergarten
and nursery school. Parents will have
an opportunity to view the facility,
see our Smart Boards in action, learn
about our different programs and meet
the director and staff. Registration
will take place for the 2010-2011
school year right after the Open
House.

 St. Paul’s Day School offers an
outstanding program of pre-academic
and creative activities in a setting of
caring and love. Kindergarten has a
wonderful well-rounded full day pro-
gram. We offer well-equipped class-
rooms with Smart Boards and a low
student-teacher ratio. Our 4 Plus pro-
gram is tailored for the child who is

ready for more than a regular four-
year-old program but not either ready
or old enough for kindergarten.

Children are exposed to music,
drama, movement, Spanish and com-
puter classes. Children play in our
outdoor playground, weather permit-
ting, and enjoy sand play and riding
toys as well as using their imagina-
tion and motor skill in the castle and
slide area. When weather is not per-
mitting we offer large indoor play
area with bikes, scooters, and climb-
ing toys. Arts and crafts, such as
painting pasting and coloring are also
enjoyed each day.

Registration forms for new fami-
lies should be dropped off no later
than January 20. St. Paul’s is located
at 414 East Broad Street. Registra-
tion forms may be picked up at the
open houses.

Centuolo Dismissed in Gov’s
Overhaul of Ed Budget

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY – The
governor’s office announced that
Union County Executive County Su-
perintendent of Schools Carmen
Centuolo’s contract, which expired
on Friday, January 7, would not be
renewed. This news came in the wake
of seven other executive superinten-
dents receiving their pink slips last
week.

“We usually expect something like
this when there is a change in gover-
nor,” Ms. Centuolo told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. She had served as
Union County Executive County Su-
perintendent for the past six years.

In addition to Ms. Centuolo, ex-
ecutive school superintendents from
Bergen, Burlington, Cape May,
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Monmouth,
Ocean and Somerset counties were
told their contracts were not being
renewed.

The executive superintendents not
retained had annual salaries of
$120,000 or more and three-year con-
tracts that were coming to term.

According to a press release from
the governor’s office, new rules on
superintendent pay will include the
capping of salaries at $175,000 for

all but the largest school districts,
with the possibility of bonuses for
strong student performance going into
effect in February. Acting Education
Commissioner Rochelle Hendricks
has warned county leaders to not ap-
prove any new contracts before then.

“I was disappointed that I didn’t
have a discussion (with Governor
Christie) on the decision. I didn’t
have the opportunity to present him
with our ideas, or the status of the
county,” Ms. Centuolo said.

She was “unaware of a plan” when
asked who would take over her posi-
tion. She expressed her disappoint-
ment that she would “not see the
fulfillment” of projects she had been
working on, including the county re-
organization bussing issue.

Ms. Centuolo, who resides in
Mountainside, has worked in educa-
tion for over 40 years. She began her
career in a Catholic school in
Hammonton, Atlantic County, be-
fore entering the public school do-
main.

When asked about her plans for
the future, Ms. Centuolo was uncer-
tain whether or not she would seek
full- or part-time work, but stated, “I
will still stay active (in education)
on some level. It’s my love, my pas-
sion.”
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Bucknell University
Announces Dean’s List

LEWISBURG, PA. — Bucknell
University has released the dean’s
list for outstanding academic achieve-
ment during the fall semester of the
2010-11 academic year. A student
must earn a grade point average of
3.5 or higher on a scale of 4.0 to
receive dean’s list recognition. Those
students from your circulation area
who met this standard are:

Emily S. Budnick, Westfield,
daughter of Lawrence and Karen
Budnick of Westfield, and a 2010
graduate of Westfield High School.

Brendan P. Burgdorf, Westfield,
son of Betsey Burgdorf of Westfield
and Charles Burgdorf of Douglaston,
NY and a 2009 graduate of The Pingry
School, Martinsville.

Sarah E. Canfield, Scotch Plains,
daughter of James and Lynn Canfield
of Scotch Plains, and a 2010 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Bridget G. Cornwell, Scotch Plains,
daughter of Curtis and Kathleen
Cornwell of Scotch Plains, and a 2008
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Alexander K. DeRose,
Mountainside, son of James and
Elizabeth DeRose of Mountainside,
and a 2010 graduate of Governor
Livingston high School.

Andrew T. DeRose, Mountainside,
son of James and Elizabeth DeRose
of Mountainside, and a 2008 gradu-
ate of Governor Livingston H S, Ber-
keley Heights, NJ.

Jonathan S. Erman, Westfield, son
of Martin and Sheryl Erman of
Westfield, and a 2010 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Jaclyn M. Kirna, Westfield, daugh-
ter of Carl and Robin Kirna of
Westfield, and a 2008 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Caitlyn M. Oster, Westfield, daugh-
ter of Michael and Margaret Oster of
Westfield, and a 2007 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Lindsay A. Robinson, Fanwood,
daughter of Christopher and Laura
Robinson of Fanwood, and a 2010
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Blair A. Rolnick, Westfield, daugh-
ter of Lawrence and Kimberly
Rolnick of Westfield, and a graduate
of Peddie School, Hightstown, NJ.

Union Catholic Students
Share Christmas Spirit

SCOTCH PLAINS – This past
Christmas the students at Union
Catholic High School went above
and beyond to help share the spirit
of the season by arranging activi-
ties to support a number of organi-
zations.

The UC Angels Club, the Key Club,
the Senior Class and faculty mem-
bers joined together to collect new
toys, clothes and coats for 47 chil-
dren. All donations were wrapped
and given to Tri-City Newark who
manages the program to distribute
the gifts to various daycares and indi-
vidual homes.

On Wednesday, December 22, the
Cheerleading Team visited residents
at the Cornell Hall Care and Reha-
bilitation Center located in Union,

New Jersey. The team performed
cheer and dance routines for approxi-
mately 30 residents living at the cen-
ter. They also delivered Christmas
cards they had made during practice
earlier in the week. “It was a great
afternoon,” states cheerleading coach
and Union Catholic faculty member
Rae Neshimka. “The girls brought a
lot of Christmas spirit to the resi-
dents.”

Other spirit sharing activities in-
cluded creating Christmas cards for
US troops serving overseas, assisting
St. Mary’s Parish in Rahway with
preparations for their Christmas drive,
a Blood Drive sponsored by the Health
Club and a Christmas fund-raiser by
the Fashion Club for the Make-A-
Wish Foundation.

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS...Students at Union Catholic High School went above
and beyond to help share the spirit of the season by arranging activities to support
a number of organization . Pictured, left to right are; Roland Johnson of Roselle,
Naya Allen of Plainfield, Steven Thomas of Union and Alexander Milord of
Newark assist with the gifts and coats for Tri-City Newark.
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Mtsd’s Buonaguro
Named to  Dean’s List
LOCK HAVEN, PA – Senior

Juliann F. Buonaguro , a resident of
Mountainside, studying Sport Admin-
istration was named to the Lock Ha-
ven University Fall 2010 Dean’s List.
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FW Resident Finne
Earns Masters Degree
FANWOOD — Maryjane Finne,

of Fanwood was awarded a Master of
Arts in Educational Leadership de-
gree from Thomas Edison State Col-
lege. Finne, who is a charter member
of the Thomas Edison State College
Kappa Delta Pi honor society, is a
technical facilitator with Rahway
High School in Rahway.

WF’s Hennessey
Named to Dean’s List

MILLERSVILLE, PA David P
Hennessey, of Westfield, a senior
at Millersville University of Penn-
sylvania, has been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2010 se-
mester.

The Dean’s List is earned by a
semester grade point average of
3.50 or higher and attempted at
least 12 credits of course work.

Mother Seton  to
Hold Open House

CLARK  – Mother Seton Regional
High School will hold an informal
Open House on Tuesday, January 25,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. for all fifth, sixth,
seventh and eighth grade girls and
their parents. This is a last chance for
a “final look” for eighth graders. The
program will be informational and
enjoyable for girls who are planning
to enter high school in the near fu-
ture. It is imperative that eighth grad-
ers who wish to apply, and who have
not already done so, call (732) 382-
1952 for application information as
soon as possible or visit the Mother
Seton website at
www.motherseton.org.

Registration for the 2011-12 school
year will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 5, at 9 a.m. Any eighth grade girl
who wishes to be considered for ad-
mission should send her elementary
school records to Mother Seton im-
mediately. In the Archdiocese of New-
ark, acceptance letters are mailed on
January 20.

Our open house is designed prima-
rily for parents and for students who
are interested in attending Mother
Seton Regional High School or in
exploring some of the high school
options available to them. Parents
and students will have an opportunity
to tour the school, meet with admin-
istration, parents, guidance and fac-
ulty members, examine the curricu-
lar and co-curricular programs and
investigate transportation. Parents or
students are invited to come alone if
the evening is not convenient for both.

An informal social will follow at
which parents and daughters may
mingle with faculty and students of
Mother Seton Regional High School,
which is located at Parkway Exit 135
in Clark, New Jersey.


