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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Tiny Tim Fund Expresses Gratitude
To All Carol Night Participants

Family Thanks All
Who Aided Grandson
We would like to thank the Westfield

Rescue Squad and Fire Department for
their assistance in getting our four-year-
old grandson to Overlook Hospital dur-
ing the recent snowstorm after Christ-
mas. He was treated, kept overnight and
released the next day feeling much better.

We would also like to thank our very
good neighbors, the Walsh family, the
Carpetto family and the Johnson family,
for their help and kindnesses to us during
the storm.

The Evans Family
Westfield

Go Blue (Devils), Butch
Woolfolk to Speak

I am president of the University of
Michigan Club New Jersey Alumni –
nnj.umclubs.com. For our annual
meeting on Saturday, January 22 at
the Teaneck Glenpointe Marriott at
12P-2P, former Westfield Blue Dev-
ils standout Butch Woolfolk will be
our guest speaker.

Per Jenny Jaruzelski, Bo
Schembechler came to Westfield to
recruit him. Should you wish to pub-
licize this event or need more infor-
mation, please let us know.

Go Blue!
Jeffrey Goldsmith

Ridgewood

Westfielder Urges Rep. Lance to
Oppose Health Care Repeal

Lack of Snow Removal
Discourages Shoppers
As Westfield merchants, it wasn’t sur-

prising that Quimby and Elm Streets were
not cleared of snow to encourage people
to come and patronize Westfield shops;
however, the meters on those same streets
were recalibrated for rate changes in a
very timely [manner], only to discourage
people to patronize Westfield. Surprise,
surprise…

Susan Cahn and Harriet Shafran,
Knit-a-Bit
Westfield

Cranford TV Show Producer Laments
Mayor Ashenbach’s Comments

Westfield Needs to Do Better Job
In Coping With Effects of Storm

Turn Up the Volume
On TV-36 Programs

After being unemployed for a while, I
have some time to surf the channels on
TV and have found that Channel 36,
which is Westfield’s TV station, to be the
only station among 34 (Scotch Plains), 35
(Fanwood) and 36 (Westfield) where the
sound is unable to be heard unless one
turns up the volume to shouting on other
stations.

I can’t fathom that Westfield (with all
its resources) has not found someone to
improve the volume of our station. I love
David Martone of Classic Thyme, who
has great shows on Channel 36, but you
can never hear what he’s saying unless
you mega the volume up. I have asked
other friends who reside in Westfield,
and they say the same – someone has to
change the volume on 36.

Please … we are a wonderful town and
we want other people to realize our po-
tential. We need to have everything in
working order to attract new homeowners.

Sally Van Why
Westfield

The members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund want to thank
all those who participated in the annual
Carol Night fund-raising event on De-
cember 8, 2010. Thanks to the involve-
ment of many parents and children from
our community, this was a particularly
successful fund-raising event.

Special thanks are extended to Tom
Britt, proprietor of the Stage House Inn
and Tavern on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, who graciously invited us to use
the restaurant as the drop-off site for the
canisters. He and his staff provided deli-
cious refreshments and arranged for the
children to sing throughout the restaurant
to the delight of many patrons.

The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit
organization that provides financial as-
sistance to children in Fanwood and
Scotch Plains who are in need of medical
care and cannot afford it. The organiza-
tion was established in 1983 and is run by
a volunteer board of trustees comprised
of residents from Fanwood and Scotch
Plains with diverse backgrounds in fields
such as education, medicine, religion,
social work and business.

Anyone may make a request for assis-
tance by writing to: The Tiny Tim Fund,
Inc., P.O. Box 181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Barbara Anilo, President
Fanwood

I have lived in Westfield for over 60
years, and have never seen a worse job of
snow removal by our town. Yes, it was a
terrible storm. However, it took days
before we saw any plows on streets
throughout the town.

Not only were some residential streets
not plowed until days later but down-
town parking lots and sidewalks next to
the curbs were left covered with large
piles of snow and ice – making for very
dangerous conditions. The downtown
business district was a disaster – shop-
pers trying to make their way to stores
and restaurants climbing over moun-
tains of snow. Crosswalks were left un-
shoveled. Where were our town munici-
pal workers and town fathers?

This was a time for fast action, not a
slowdown in services. This week’s head-

lines in The Westfield Leader stated that
town services would not be affected by
budget cuts. What a joke!

Other towns adjacent to Westfield, with
arguably fewer resources, seemed to re-
spond to the crisis fairly well. Cranford
looked great. The Westfield Board of
Education got the job done, with walks
and parking lots cleaned off quickly. Good
job, board of education!

The management of our town has been
slipping for years. Wake up, Westfield,
and do the job we are paying you for! This
is a serious health and safety issue that not
only impacts our quality of life, but also
the economic vitality of our business
district.

Warren Rorden
Westfield

Now that Cranford TV Station Chan-
nel 35 is up and running, the Citizen’s
Forum show will resume production start-
ing with a review of the December 2010
Freeholder meeting resolutions. It will be
aired later this month.

Cranford Mayor Daniel Ashenbach
recently appeared on another Channel 35
show, and he is still misrepresenting what
the Citizen’s Forum is about. The show,
which featured only Democrats, former
councilman George McDonough and
Mayor Ashenbach, stated that the
Citizen’s Forum should be a debate with
both sides represented, and that people
need to know these aren’t facts but “Tina
Renna’s” opinions.

Ironically, they aren’t presenting facts
or offering another side of their debate,
just their opinions and misinformation.

It is my opinion that Mayor
Ashenbach’s blind partisan rants in de-
fense of the Union County Regular Demo-
cratic Committee is a disgrace to the
Town of Cranford. There is no debating
the truth. The Citizen’s Forum consists of
me reading Union County government
resolutions as they appear in public
records. How can this not be fact? There
is no opinion. It’s pure public informa-
tion as provided by Union County gov-
ernment through the Open Public Records
Act.

Instead of trying malign my efforts to
bring public information to the public,
why aren’t Ashenbach and McDonough
asking the county, who is spending over
one and a quarter million dollars a day, to
read the resolutions themselves during
freeholder meetings? Why complain that
a citizen’s group is doing it for them,
because they refuse to?

Freeholders are paid approximately
$30,000 a year for their part-time jobs. I
volunteer to produce the Citizen’s Forum
in my precious spare time, free of charge.

Further, Mayor Ashenbach and
Cranford resident, Freeholder B.J.
Kowalski, never apologized for their mis-
statements made last year at public meet-
ings regarding Channel 35’s airing of
freeholder meetings and the county’s one-
sided show — The Freeholder’s Forum
— in an attempt to tarnish the Citizen’s
Forum show.

It is outrageous that Mayor Ashenbach
tells lies to malign a citizen of his home-
town in the defense of his political ma-
chine. He was elected to serve the citizens
of Cranford. Do we have the government
we deserve? If so, I’m embarrassed.

Citizen’s Forum shows, as they air on
TV Channel 35, can be viewed at
www.citizensforum.com.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Representative Leonard Lance and cop-
ied to this newspaper.

*****
I am writing to urge you to oppose HR

2, the legislation that would repeal the
recently passed health reform law and
deny us much-needed health system im-
provements. During your tenure in the
New Jersey Legislature, you were known
for your willingness to oppose your party’s
leadership on matters of principal. I hope
you will continue to be an independent
voice in the House of Representatives
and use the facts — not party loyalty — to
guide your voting on this important issue.

As a Congressman, you voted in favor
of continuing all federal income tax cuts
because you believed that people and
businesses needed the “certainty” of stable
taxes. A vote in favor of repeal will cause
uncertainty far greater than a marginal
increase in tax rates.

Like about half of New Jerseyans, our
family is insured through a self-funded
employer-sponsored health plan that is
exempt from state regulations. The cur-
rent law’s mandate for coverage of adult
children through age 26 is the only thing
that protects us from over $7,000 in addi-
tional annual premiums to provide health
care for our 20 year-old daughter. Re-
pealing health reform will make seniors
like my mom liable for significant addi-
tional out-of-pocket prescription drug
expenses when they fall into the “donut
hole.”

The prevention and wellness programs
and new investments in public health
infrastructure in the current plan should
save us billions in reduced health care
costs and improve the quality of life for
millions of our fellow citizens. Programs
to objectively assess the benefits of new
medical procedures will reduce wasteful
health care expenditures.

Limits on health insurance company
medical-loss ratios will help control pre-
miums. Repeal will also cause great un-
certainty for small businesses and entre-
preneurs. The health insurance subsidies
and insurance exchanges in the current
plan help these job creators attract the
best talent with less concern about whether
they can afford a decent benefits package
for their new hires.

Certainty in our health insurance sys-
tem will help revive the economy and
increase American competitiveness. In
1997, despite pressure from your own
party, you opposed Governor Whitman’s
ill-fated and fiscally imprudent plan to
fund the state pension with borrowing.
The mess our state is in now vindicates
your principled stand then. Similarly, re-
peal of the health care law is bad econom-
ics and, according to the non-partisan
Congressional Budget Office, will in-
crease the federal deficit by $145 billion
over the next 10 years, increase out-of-
pocket costs for many people through the
elimination of premium subsidies and
leave 32 million Americans without health
coverage in 2019.

I implore you to examine the facts and
work with the President to build upon
what’s right in the law and not set the
nation back years in our effort to ensure
affordable and effective health care for
everyone.

Drew Harris
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair

Maybe We Are Becoming
A Nation Of Wussies

Fiery Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell com-
mented about the Eagles game being postponed by
the recent snowstorm: “It’s an absolute joke. I was
looking forward to this. It would have been a real
experience. This is what football is all about. We’re
becoming a nation of wussies.” Stadium workers
then piled the snow high on his seat, to the delight of
Giants fans, when the game was subsequently played
two days later.

The rest of us dug out from the blizzard and
eventually found our way to work. We complained
about snow removal by public workers and why our
street wasn’t plowed. Things were a mess. That
Sunday and Monday, as 30 inches of snow pounded
the area, a state of emergency was declared by New
Jersey Governor…, err New Jersey Lt. Governor..,
err New Jersey Acting Governor..., err New Jersey
Senate president.

Fire, police, rescue squads and public works de-
partment personnel worked throughout the storm to
deal with the emergency. Rumors that these people
sloughed off are untrue in this area. The storm was
massive and we haven’t had one such as that for a
while – we forget how disruptive this can be. We did
hear many good stories of how people helped others
and their neighbors in distress.

It’s true that municipal budget restraints limit the
resources that are available to deal with these storms,
and that we will always be inconvenienced. Could
we learn how to better cope and to better manage
during such circumstances? – Sure.

Merchants in downtown Westfield complained
that the snow remained piled high on some streets,
such as Quimby, for several days. This is true and
perhaps the Chamber of Commerce or the Down-
town Westfield Corporation could have organized an
action plan with the merchants to deal with it while
the town dealt with everything else. Sometimes, we
must learn to help ourselves.

Little things can go a long way for better service
and public relations during times of difficulty. As
example, each day we observe (and help) a handi-
capped woman get out of her car into a wheelchair
and try unsuccessfully to get to the paystation in the
downtown Westfield parking lot. She couldn’t get to
it because snow was not removed. Perhaps before
issuing parking tickets, the parking police should
first shovel the snow from the paystations.

Come to think of it, why didn’t we bring a shovel
from home and clear it ourselves to help this lady and
others?

While observing matters at the parking lot, we
noticed a gentleman parking everyday in the handi-
capped spot then dispatching to the train. True, there
was a handicapped sign dangling from his mirror.
It’s still the same red sedan every day in the same
handicapped parking spot.

Maybe we are becoming a nation of wussies. The
Giants didn’t make the playoffs and the Eagles just
got eliminated – Go Jets! Oh well, it’s going to snow
again Wednesday (yesterday). Let’s see if we can do
better.

Elected Or Not, Who Will Be
The First to Tell It Like It Is?

Last week, state Democrats said that in order to
save the pension system, they need to take it out of
the hands of elected officials. This revelation leads
us to ask several questions:

Who is “they?” – and if it were taken out of the
hands of elected officials, why do we need these
elected officials? They haven’t been doing their job
for more than a decade (Democrats and Republicans
alike), worse, “they” have been exploiting the sys-
tem and placed themselves and friends on top of the
beneficiary list.

We haven’t seen anyone post on the Internet, or
anywhere else, a pension system model to contem-
plate, to examine and to see if it could work. Why
not? Surely there are people and organizations out

there that can construct pension models for review.
We have annuity sharpshooters in insurance com-

panies throughout the state and nation. We have
finance and business professors at Rutgers and
Princeton. We have Wall Street gurus.

In all probability, any such model, to be workable,
would be so far from that which exists — and any
author involved would be subject to ridicule from
those that have been promised the current irrational
arrangements – Is this “An Inconvenient Truth?”
Does the “King Have No Clothes?”

It’s time to face up to the situation before our
“goose is cooked” – all of us.

Elected or not, who will be the first to tell it like
it is?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Czardas – A Hungarian dance con-

sisting of a fast movement and a slow
movement

2. Zain – A dark-colored unspotted
horse

3. Culpable – Guilty, blameworthy
4. Jako – The gray African parrot

FUCIVOROUS
1. In botany, the part that is soon shed;

not permanent
2. Decaying; rotting
3. Aromatic; scented
4. Eating or subsisting on seaweed

INCOGITATIVITY
1. Without the power of thought
2. Inflexible; stern
3. That which cannot be felt or touched
4. Unobtainable; nonexistant

TUREEN
1. Swollen or bloated
2. A large deep dish with a lid
3. A ditch or canal
4. An auger used by coopers

TUFA
1. A species of palm used by Brazilian

Indians for making bowstrings and fish-
ing nets

2. A mound or hillock
3. A porous limestone formed by de-

posits from springs and streams
4. A thick tuft of twigs, grass, sedge,

etc.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

See more letters on page 5

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Gov. Chris Christie
We have made great progress since

January, but we can and must go further
to fix our state.  Here are some numbers:

$158,000,000,000 – The amount that
the pension and benefit reform plan will
save in the estimated pension shortfall in
2041 if implemented.

$11,000,000,000 – Budget shortfall
closed without raising taxes

$518,000,000 – In financing assistance,
business incentives and tax credits pro-
vided by New Jersey Economic Develop-
ment Authority.

$64,800,000 – In assistance provided
to small businesses.

2,334,420 – YouTube video views
174,943 – Constituents responded to

by the Governor’s Office of Constituent
Relations.

104,000 – Students trapped in chroni-
cally failing schools.

28,929 – Fans on the Governor Chris
Christie Fan Page.

23,457 – @GovChristie twitter fol-
lowers.

357 – Days since sworn in.
269 – New Jerseyans nominated to

authorities, cabinet members, judges,
prosecutors, directors). Of which, 84 are
still waiting for State Senate action.

121 – Bills signed into law.
85 – New Jersey towns visited.
58 – Percent of school budgets de-

feated after unions refused pay freeze.
52 – Executive Orders Issued.
34 – Manufacturing projects which

received $22.2 million in assistance.
Countless – Number of times Gover-

nor Christie has been asked if he is run-
ning for president; Number of times he
has answered NO.


