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Bill Would Extend Bus,
Housing Tax Credits
TRENTON – Legislation that

would extend the eligibility of cer-
tain business and housing project tax
credits available to New Jersey busi-
nesses has been approved by the stare
Assembly.

A-3143 would extend the eligibil-
ity of businesses to invest in certain
business or housing projects for tax
credits under the state’s “Urban Tran-
sit Hub Tax Credit Act” (UTHTCA)
and the “New Jersey Economic
Stimulus Act of 2009.” Under the
UTHTCA, a business may receive a
tax credit of up to 100 percent of its
qualified capital investment in a busi-
ness facility that is located in an ur-
ban transit hub and employs at least
250 people at the facility.

Christie Puts Forth Trans.
Plan; Sweeney Objects

TRENTON –Governor Chris
Christie has put forward a five-year
transportation capital plan (Senate
Bill 1866) he says will improve criti-
cal infrastructure throughout New
Jersey and begin to end the state’s
long over reliance on debt to finance
transportation projects.

“Today, we are continuing to put
New Jersey on the path towards fiscal
health and proposing a sensible and
responsible plan that prioritizes vital
transportation projects, while limit-
ing the already-heavy debt burden
carried by the taxpayers of our state,”
Governor Christie said.

The plan consists of cash contribu-
tions from the general fund and the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority, bond-
ing and $1.8 billion in projects re-
quested by the Governor to be under-
taken by the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey (PANYNJ) in
conjunction with the state’s Depart-
ment of Transportation. As a result,
the state will be able to provide $1.6
billion each year for five years for
transportation projects throughout
New Jersey, including $672 million
for New Jersey Transit capital needs
and $200 million per year for local
government projects, according to
the Governor’s press office.

Projects included in the plan are:
Pulaski Skyway, Wittpenn Bridge
(Route 7 Wittpenn bridge connecting
Kearny between Routes 139 and 1&9
to the east, and the Turnpike Inter-
change 15W to the west); Route 139
(linking Holland Tunnel, Routes 1&9,
I-78 Turnpike extension, and local
roadways in Jersey City and
Hoboken), and Portway New Road, a
proposed roadway connecting St.
Paul’s Avenue along the CSX rail-
road crossing over New County Road
and terminating at Secaucus Road in
Jersey City.

The former plan, which is about to

expire, began in Fiscal Year 2007 and
provided $8 billion ($1.6 billion per
year) for transportation projects, in-
cluding $200 million per year for
local government projects.

“This plan relied on a stable $895
million annual general fund appro-
priation that became almost entirely
devoted to making debt payments,
instead of funding current transpor-
tation needs,” according a press re-
lease from the Governor’s office. “The
Christie transportation capital plan
begins to reverse this irresponsible
practice.” The Christie plan includes
approximately $1.8 billion in “pay as
you go” cash contributions, provid-
ing almost 37 percent pay “as you
go” funding.

Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3, West Deptford) was critical of
the Governor’s plan. “I thought debt
was a dirty word to Republicans.
Unless, as with other things, GOP
fashions change as the Governor says
they will. Billions of dollars in more
borrowing is just pushing the real
costs onto future taxpayers.”

“There is nothing in the plan that
will provide long-term fiscal stabil-
ity to the TTF (Transportation Trust
Fund),” Mr. Sweeney said.

Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-26, Whippany), however,
called Governor Christie’s five-year
transportation program a “fiscally
sound plan.”

“The fact that taxpayers will not
have to shoulder the burden in order
to fund the $8 billion program is
something many skeptics didn’t
think could be done, but Governor
Christie has proven them
wrong…The governor’s plan is a
win-win and should be embraced
for achieving the dual goal of invest-
ing in a critical need without in-
creasing taxes or borrowing end-
lessly.”

Bramnick Hails Signing
Of Bus. Retention Bill

TRENTON — New Jersey’s re-
building economy will have another
powerful tool to keep businesses from
heading to other states under a bill
signed into law by Governor Chris
Christie, which was sponsored by
Assemblyman Anthony Bucco (LD-
25, Randolph) and Republican Con-
ference Leader Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield).

The bipartisan law, A-3389, makes
New Jersey’s Business Retention and
Relocation Assistance Grant Program
more favorable to job retention. This
program played a large role in keep-
ing Honeywell International, a $33-
billion international company, in its
Morris Township headquarters where
it now plans to build new office facili-
ties, a hotel and residential units,
according to a press release from
Assembly Republicans.

The law revises the grant program,
which awards tax credits against the
corporation business tax and various
taxes on insurers, most notably by
increasing tax credits from $1,500
per employee to up to $9,000 de-
pending on how many jobs are actu-
ally retained by businesses that have
viable offers to move to another state,
according to the press release.

“This is another signal that Tren-
ton will no longer treat New Jersey
businesses like a piñata. Beating up
on businesses has only hurt the state’s
economy and cost people their jobs,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “Governor
Christie will continue to fix New
Jersey’s broken economy and these
incentives will go a long way toward
repairing the damage done and jobs
lost over the past decade.”

Meanwhile Senate President
Stephen Sweeney (LD-3 West
Deptford), and Assembly Speaker
Sheila Oliver (LD-34, East Orange)
hailed the passage of about 20 bills
designed to create jobs and economic
development throughout New Jersey.

“Today we sent a strong message
to residents and the business commu-
nity that 2011 will not be another lost
year for New Jersey’s economy,” Mr.
Sweeney said. “This is the bold, ag-
gressive effort we need to start the
year right and to attract businesses
and create good jobs.”

The Assembly and Senate on Thurs-
day approved bills that would, among
other things: reform corporate busi-
nesses taxes to help New Jersey busi-
nesses stay competitive with those in
other states, expand tax credits to
promote economic development
around mass transit systems, estab-
lish a new program to stimulate eco-
nomic activity by encouraging busi-
nesses to stay, expand and move to
New Jersey, create a new program to
entice students to enter fields that
have labor shortages.

The package also implements a

program to allow the unemployed to
receive on-the-job training to help
learn new skills and find work, pro-
motes investment in emerging tech-
nology companies in New Jersey, and
revises and broadens the way finan-
cial assistance is handled under a
business retention and relocation as-
sistance program.

Democrats are also hailing of the
Back to Work NJ job creation and
economic development initiative.

The measure (A-1458) would cre-
ate a “Banking Development District
Program” to encourage the establish-
ment of branches in areas where there
is a demonstrated need for banking
services. A municipality, in conjunc-
tion with a bank, would be able to
submit an application to the commis-
sioner for a banking development dis-
trict within a specified geographic area.

A bank could submit an applica-
tion to open a branch in the proposed
banking development district simul-
taneously with submission of the ap-
plication for the designation of a bank-
ing development district.

Republican lawmakers Legislation
hailed Assembly approval of legisla-
tion that changes the formula used to
calculate a business’s corporate tax
liability in New Jersey from three
factors to one.

Under current law, the tax liability
in New Jersey for a company with
multi-state operations is calculated
according to the percentage of its
sales, property holdings and payroll
in New Jersey, relative to its entire
operation.

.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times
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The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

2011 RECYCLING COLLECTION SCHEDULE

WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3 WARD 4
(Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays) (Thursdays)

January 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27
February 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24
March 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24
April 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21
May 2, 16, 30* 3, 17, 31 4, 18 5, 19
June 13, 27 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30
July 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27 14, 28
August 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25
September 5*, 19 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22
October 3, 17, 31 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20
November 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17
December 12, 26 13, 27 14, 28 1, 15, 29

• May 30th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, June 3rd

• September 5th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday,
September 9th

Business Owners
Invited for Breakfast,
Economic Discussion
WESTFIELD – District 21 Legis-

lators will  host a breakfast with local
business owners in Westfield on
Wednesday, January 19, from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m. at Rockin Joes in Westfield,
20 Prospect Street. Senator Tom Kean
will join Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(all LD-21, Westfield and Summit)
for a discussion with local business
owners. All local business owners are
invited to discuss economic growth,
job creation and any issues with state
government mandates.

Lautenberg Seeks to Ban
High-Capacity Ammo Clips

Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.)
on Monday proposed banning high-
capacity ammunition clips, similar to
those used by Jared Loughner, 22, the
shooter of 20 persons including Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.), a fed-
eral judge and a 9-year-old, last Sat-
urday, as well as by a Virginia Tech
student who killed 32 classmates and
himself in 2007. Mr. Lautenberg is
working on the legislation with Rep.
Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.), whose
husband was killed and son seriously
injured by a mass shooter on a New
York train in the 1990s.
Webber Resigns As GOP Chair,

Replaced by Saddle River Mayor
Jay Webber, a Morris county as-

semblyman, resigned last week as
chairman of the New Jersey Repub-
lican State Committee. Governor
Chris Christie named Sam Raia,
mayor of Saddle River, as the new
chairman.

 Mr. Webber said he wants to focus
on his role as chairman of the Repub-
licans’ redistricting efforts and as a
member of the Assembly Budget
Committee, according to
newjerseynewsroom.com. Mr.
Webber served as chairman since the
summer of 2009.

Ferguson Nomination Dies
In Senate Inaction

A number of Governor Chris
Christie’s nominations died this
week following inaction by the state
Senate. Among those were former
Seventh District Rep. Mike
Ferguson’s nomination as chairman
of the New Jersey Sports and Expo-
sition Authority and former Attor-
ney General David Samson’s ap-
pointment for chairman of the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey.

Tempers flared Monday morning
during a state Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing considering the nomi-
nation of Ron Gravino for commis-
sioner on the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority (NJT), according to nj.com.
But, in the end, the committee ap-
proved the nomination. Democrats
were critical of Mr. Gravino’s role as
treasurer to Reform Jersey Now, an
issues advocacy group promoting
Christie Administration reforms and
targeted some Democrats. Reform

Jersey Now raised $624,000 before
ceasing operations at the end of last
year, nj.com reported.

Sweeney Resigns
As Gloucester Freeholder

State Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (LD-3, West Deptford) has
resigned as Gloucester County free-
holder. He had come under increased
criticism for being a dual-office holder
following a state law dating back
three years that banned the practice
for new state lawmakers, but
grandfathered those in office at the
time including Mr. Sweeney.

Mr. Sweeney said last August that
he would resign as freeholder by the
end of the year. He had one year
remaining on his freeholder term and
was freeholder director at the time of
his resignation.

Ex-Assemblyman Acquitted
Of Accepting Bribes

Former state Assemblyman L.
Harvey Smith, a Hudson County
Democrat, has been acquitted of ac-
cepting $15,000 in bribes that he in-
sisted were campaign contributions,
according to nj.com. He is the second
public official found not guilty of
charges resulted from the largest cor-
ruption probe in state history by the
United States Attorney’s Office.
Ridgefield Mayor Anthony Suarez
was acquitted of all charges in Octo-
ber.

Mr. Smith had been accused of
accepting bribes in 2009 from devel-
oper Solomon Dwek, who was work-
ing with federal investigators and
posing as developer David Esenbach.
He was charged with conspiracy to
commit extortion, money launder-
ing, two counts of attempted extor-
tion and two counts of bribery.

Wife of White House Staffer
Found Dead in Car in Garage
Ashley Turton, 37, the wife of a

White House aide was found dead
early Monday in her SUV BMW,
which was damaged by fire in the
garage of the couple’s Capitol Hill
home, according to a Washington Post
report. Ashley Turton was married to
Daniel Turton, the White House’s
deputy director of legislative affairs
for the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Police are saying she was vic-
tim of a “low speed” crash although
homicide detectives were investigat-
ing.


