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Scanlon Elected County Chairman,
Freeholder Mirabella Vice-Chair

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Deborah Scanlon
took leadership of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on Sun-
day as the board’s chairwoman for
2011. In addition, Linda Carter was
sworn in as the newest freeholder and
Dan Sullivan and Bette Jane Kowalski
began their sixth and third terms,
respectively.

Mrs. Scanlon, a Union resident, is
serving her fifth term and was chair-
man in 2003 and vice-chairman last
year. Ms. Carter, who was elected in
November along with Mr. Sullivan
and Ms. Kowalski, replaces Rayland
Van Blake, who did not receive the
Democratic Committee’s endorse-
ment for a second term. Freeholder
Carter was previously Plainfield City
Council president. Freeholder Al
Mirabella of Fanwood was elected as
vice-chairman for the year.

Also sworn in to new terms on
Sunday were Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
who has served for 33 years, and
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi,
who has been clerk for 15 years after
serving as registrar of deeds and
mortgages for 12 years.

A number of federal, state and
municipal elected officials were in
attendance including United States
Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.),
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th), Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), Rep. Donald
Payne (D-10th), state Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), Assem-
blywomen Annette Quijano (D-20,
Union) and Linda Stender (D-22,
Fanwood), Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), Joseph
Cryan (D-20, Union), Jerry Green
(D-22, Plainfield) and Albert

Coutinho (D-29, Newark), Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Cranford
Mayor Dan Aschenbach, Westfield
Councilman David Haas and
Plainfield Councilman Adrian Mapp,
a former freeholder.

Sunday’s meeting was held one
day after the shootings in Arizona
that killed a federal judge and a 9-
year-old girl and seriously injured a
congresswoman and two members of
her staff. Her outreach coordinator
was killed along with three senior
citizens.

Mr. Pallone said it was important
that constituent services events, such
as the one Rep. Gabrielle Giffords
(D-Ariz.) was holding, continue.

“She was doing constituency
outreach…It is really important that
continues,” Mr. Pallone said noting
adults and children alike should con-
tinue to have the opportunity to meet
their elective representatives. “We
have to ensure that process contin-
ues.”

Speaking on the “rhetoric” of the

Greg Ryan for for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MR. VICE-CHAIR…Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood is sworn in by State Sen. Ray Lesniak (left) as the vice-chairman
of the Union County Freeholder Board for 2011 as his wife, Phyllis, and children, Alexander and Micayla, hold the Bible
during Sunday’s reorganization meeting.
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CLEARED EARLY…Pictured above, in the early morning hours after yet
another snowstorm, is Martine Avenue in Fanwood. Martine, as well as many of
the other major arteries and side streets, was easy to navigate do to the plows
working all night to clear the snow.

Fanwood Council Lauds Police
Work on Burglaries Arrest

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Borough Coun-
cil held its first regular monthly meet-
ing of 2011 on Tuesday night. Mayor
Colleen Mahr noted that the flags in
front of Borough Hall on Martine
Avenue were flying at half-staff fol-
lowing the recent shootings in Tuc-
son, Arizona, which she called “a
senseless tragedy.”

Mayor Mahr announced that sus-
pects in a January 7 burglary and
attempted burglary in Fanwood were
apprehended Monday evening. The
mayor said the investigation “took us
into two separate counties” and seven
different jurisdictions.

“My hats go off to the Fanwood
Police Department,” said the mayor,
who noted that Police Chief Richard
Trigo made use of a police “intelli-
gence system” to alert other depart-
ments and coordinate the investiga-
tion.

Mayor Mahr said the Fanwood
Police Department’s website,
fanwoodpolice.org, is being upgraded
to help “get accurate information out
there” and also enable residents to
sign up for “e-mail blasts” to stay
informed about local incidents and
police news.

The mayor encouraged residents
to call the police if they see anything
suspicious. “If something doesn’t

look right, chances are something
isn’t right,” she said.

Regarding the municipal budget
process, Councilman Anthony
Parenti, who heads up the Adminis-
tration and Finance Committee, said
all borough department budgets are
expected to be submitted by depart-
ment heads and then reviewed by the
committee “as quickly as possible”
with the mandated 2 percent munici-
pal budget cap in mind. “I think by
next Monday we will have
something...positive to say,”Mr.
Parenti said.

Mayor Mahr said that a shared
services “summit” will be held by
Union County at the county’s voca-
tional-technical complex in Scotch
Plains on February 2. Fanwood and
other Union County municipalities
have been invited and asked to share
their “areas of interest” regarding
shared services opportunities.

The mayor said the summit will
look at “what shared services look
like today...and where we all go from
here.” On a related note, Councilman
Russell Huegel reported on a handful
of recent shared services activities.

Mr. Huegel said the county recently
did some tree work at Fanwood’s
train station, while the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education is now
responsible for snow plowing at Bor-
ough Hall and recently provided an
electrician to complete some lighting
work.

Council President Joan Wheeler
reported that the borough’s Planning
Board holds its first agenda meeting
of the year on January 18 and will
elect a new chairman; in addition, she
said longtime Planning Board mem-
ber Jack Molenaar is stepping down
and will join the Recreation Com-
mission.

Councilman Mike Szuch reported
that the Recreation Commission,
working with the borough engineer,
is “embarking on a parks master plan”
to look at ways to “change or im-
prove our parks.”

Mayor Mahr also announced plans
to mark Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day with a “day of service” on Mon-
day, January 17. The day begins with
an opening program from 10 to 11
a.m. at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
YMCA, followed by various volun-
teer activities in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains.

For example, the mayor said vol-
unteers have signed up for indoor
painting work at the Forest Road and
LaGrande Park buildings.

Members of the governing body
took turns expressing their condo-
lences and sharing their reactions re-
garding the shootings in Arizona.
Given that the alleged gunman is a
troubled young man suffering from
mental problems, Ms. Wheeler said,
“I hope, as a result of this, we don’t
look at mental illness in a different
light.”

Ms. Wheeler, whose daughter and
granddaughter live in Arizona, said
she didn’t know if she was more

SPMC Proposed Budget
Includes TV, Magazine Ads

SP Council Considers Cell
Tower at Public Works Lot

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REORGANIZING…During Sunday’s Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders reorganization meeting (pictures, left to right) Freeholder Linda Carter poses with her family after being sworn in to her first term; 2011 Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon is pictured with her family; and officials, including U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), far left, and Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union), watch the proceedings.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Management Corporation
(SPMC) has submitted a 2011 budget
to the township council that it pro-
poses to be financed by the flat $400
assessment per property that was in
force in 2009.

SPMC is beginning its third full
calendar year of operations, and ac-
cording to its annual report that also
was submitted to the council, is seek-
ing to “capitalize and expand upon
the momentum of its first two years.”
The $85,600 operating proposal
would be financed by about $67,000
in property assessments and $18,000
in funds carried over from last year.

David Biagini, president of
FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s man-
ager, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that this year’s proposed bud-
get includes funding for three issues
of Simply Scotch Plains, the quar-
terly magazine that debuted last sum-
mer, with an equal amount of money
for a fourth issue earmarked instead
for other promotional purposes.

The proposal also includes funds

for a “student ambassador” program,
enlisting students to assist in, among
other things, distributing information
to SPMC members. Advertising and
promotion efforts comprise 57 per-
cent of the budget proposal, which
the council will examine in coming
weeks. Mr. Biagini said the cable
television commercials featuring the
business district, which ran on sev-
eral networks last month, resulted in
a “good response,” although it is un-
clear how much actual interest the
spots garnered from businesses inter-
ested in possibly relocating to Scotch
Plains. He told The Times it was im-
portant nonetheless for visibility pur-
poses – “to get our name out there”
and “spark some interest to show
what Scotch Plains is doing.”

He said the SPMC’s board of di-
rectors, which next meets on Wednes-
day, January 19, will discuss possi-
bly fine-tuning the television spots,
airing them on different channels and
whether the ads are indeed the most
effective way of spotlighting the busi-
ness district. The proposed 2011 bud-
get includes $10,000 for additional
commercials.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship government will give further con-
sideration to a proposal by cellular
telephone service provider Metro PCS
to erect an antenna tower at the public
works department property on
Plainfield Avenue.

At the governing body’s first con-
ference meeting of the year on  Janu-
ary 4, council members raised a host
of issues needing to be addressed
before more formal talks with
MetroPCS can proceed. A primary
question concerns whether the town-
ship government or the company
should construct the tower itself. The
municipal government built the cell

tower at the southside firehouse in
2005, a project that faced several
cost overrun issues, but yields the
township government in excess of
$100,000 annually from fees paid
by various cell carriers to house
their antennas on the monopole. The
cost of building that tower, about
$500,000, was recouped within the
first several years.

Township attorney Jeffrey Lehrer
said that from a monetary stand-
point, it would be “more beneficial”
for the township to build and then
lease space on the tower versus
MetroPCS building the tower and
renting space, with lesser fees paid
to the municipal government.
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