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HELPING THE NEEDY…Members of Brownie Troop No. 41 from Tamaques
Elementary in Westfield recently delivered, sorted and shelved more than 50 bags
of food at the Holy Trinity Food Pantry as part of a service project. Pictured are:
Front row, Audrey Pucciarelli, Eliana Cestero, Anna Schwartz, Sierra Byrne and
Abigail Sternberg; second row, Brianna Vaca, Grace Sacco, Annie Cerria, Grace
Hutchinson, Jessica Karlin and Emily Isaacman, and back row, Tom Conheeney
and an unidentified pantry volunteer. Not pictured are troop members Avery
Moore and Sarah Melone.

KEEPING YOUTH SAFE…Union County Freeholder Nancy Ward, second
from left, accepts a Community Change Award for “Christopher’s Program” on
behalf of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders from New Jersey Black
Issues Convention (NJBIC) Board Secretary Barbara James, John Hinds, second
from right, and Chairman Jerome Harris at the NJBIC 28th Annual Black
Leadership Conference at the Hyatt Regency in New Brunswick.

In Real Life, Some People Get
More Recognition Than Others

By ABBIE GOLDRING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is perfectly natural for a first-
grade teacher to say to the class,
“Make sure everyone gets firsts be-
fore you get seconds,” when a student
brings in treats for their birthday. But
is it normal for a yearbook adviser to
say to the yearbook committee,
“Make sure everyone is included be-
fore you put that second picture of the
quarterback in?” Absolutely not.

Lately, there has been an obsession
with equal representation of students
in school yearbooks. In recent years,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) High
School yearbooks have had indexes
of students’ names and the page num-
bers on which they appear.

However, SP-F yearbooks will soon
be revised to ensure that every person
is included at least twice; the editor,
therefore, bears the responsibility of
keeping track of how often all 1,400
students are seen in the 300-plus-
page yearbook.

While I admire the administration’s
decision to try to fix this issue, I don’t
understand why it blew up into such
a big deal. Just get rid of the index
altogether and leave the rest of the
yearbook the way it’s been.

So what if the jocks appear more
than the nerds? That’s high school.

And that’s luck. If your friend hap-
pens to be on yearbook staff, awe-
some for you. If you’re one of those
annoying people who always pops up
in photos even when you’re not
wanted, great. If you’re the hottest
guy in the grade, fantastic. These are
the people whose pictures will be in
the yearbook, and that’s how it’s
worked for years.

There is no doubt that students
utilize this index to assign social sta-
tus and popularity. The sports cap-
tains and club presidents naturally
dominate the pages, while the qui-
eter, “weirder” kids continue their
streak of little (or no) recognition.

This hasn’t been an issue at Westfield
High School as far as I’m concerned.
I’ll admit I’ve counted how many times
I appear, but I get over it when I realize
I’ll never have as many pictures as
those “popular” seniors.

While I commend the SP-F
administration’s effort to reverse this
popularity contest, the social hierar-
chies of high school are never going
to change. High school is supposed
to prepare you for real life, and in real
life, some people get more recogni-
tion than others.

Abbie is a junior at Westfield High
School.
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Serving children in grades PreK - 8 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

                 
   
       
  

  

         

For more information, 
call (908) 709-7518, 

ask for Ricky, or 
e-mail spring@ucc.edu
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A Great
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Close to
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� Choose from over 75
 Programs of Study

� Spring ‘11 Semester begins January 20
(register until Jan. 27)

� Spring ‘11 Late Start classes begin February 3 
(register until Feb. 9)

� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year  colleges
or universities

� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or
 weekends

� Learn from home with Online Courses 
or Telecourses 

� Only $100 per credit for Union County  residents
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THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Seasons Support Group Posts January Events

ON THEIR WAY TO THE TOP...Union Catholic High School announced that
seniors Caresse Simmonds, Dominique Hayward, Alexandra Evans, Kristen
Hamilton, Yarlie Pierre-Louis and Amber St. John, pictured left to right, have
been selected as recipients of the 2010 New Jersey Rising Scholars Student
Recognition Award. These six students represent the largest selection of scholars
from any one school throughout New Jersey. The New Jersey Rising Scholars
Student Recognition Program was established to honor the academic achieve-
ment of high-school seniors from diverse backgrounds who are interested in
attending a “Historically Black College or University.” The criteria for Rising
Scholar students are: attendance at a New Jersey public, private or charter
school, a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher and a SAT score of 1350 or above.

Brown Joins UCC to Head
Green-Workforce Program

CRANFORD – On December 6,
Union County College hired David
Brown to serve as the project man-
ager of its new Green Workforce Ser-
vice Program, which is a part of the
college’s Industry-Business Institute.

In this grant-funded position, Mr.
Brown will work to establish local
green-job opportunities and will de-
sign, field-test, revise, package and
disseminate packages of instructional
and related services for these jobs.
He will work with area employers,
public agencies, labor unions and
other local educational and non-profit
institutions to locate the job opportu-
nities in the green field.

Mr. Brown comes to Union County
College after having served in the
City of Plainfield as the Director of
Public Works and Urban Develop-
ment. In his position, he advised the
city administrator on all the issues
that pertained to construction, man-
agement, maintenance and operation
of the physical properties of the city,
including public parking.

He also administered all planning,
community and economic/workforce
development projects and grants that
the city received from local, county,
state and federal programs.

Prior to working in Plainfield, Mr.
Brown served as the vice-president
for the Newark Downtown Core Re-
development Corporation. In this ca-
pacity, he led the program/construc-
tion management for  multiple

projects associated with Newark’s
Prudential Center Arena, which is
owned by the Newark Housing Au-
thority.

He also was responsible for the
coordination and implementation of
the Newark Downtown Core District
Redevelopment Plan. Mr. Brown has
had several years of experience work-
ing with federal, state and local pur-
chasing guidelines, which provided
him the knowledge needed to work at
the college.

Seniors Have Opportunity
For Free Classes at UCC

CRANFORD – Registration for the
spring 2011 session of the county’s
Senior Scholars community enrich-
ment program at Union County Col-
lege has begun.

The spring session includes many
computer-related subjects and visual
arts courses, along with cooking,
dance, and special interest topics.
New offerings include the Zumba
Latin dance program, a book club,
and a birding course.

Classes begin during the third week
of January. Participation is limited to
residents of Union County age 60
and older.

Registration is required in person,
at Union County College offices: Main
Campus, 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, Monday through Thursday,
8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m. to 6
p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. (sum-
mer hours are Monday through Thurs-
day only, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.).

Elizabeth Campus, 40 West Jersey
Street, Elizabeth: Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (sum-
mer hours are Monday through Thurs-
day only, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.).

For more information visit the UCC
Department of Continuing Education,
www.ucc.edu/ContinuingEducation.

WESTFIELD – Seasons, a sup-
port group for divorced, separated
and widowed individuals of all faiths,
as well as for anyone who has expe-
rienced the loss of a relationship,
will hold its next meetings on Janu-
ary 12 and 26. All are welcome.

Seasons is designed to provide
assistance in the journey toward heal-
ing of emotions and spirit through
group discussions, guest speakers
and social activities.

The January 12 meeting will be a
Potluck Party and game night. A
regular meeting will be held on Janu-
ary 26.

Library Friends Announce
Saturday Children’s Events
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library will
sponsor a series of children’s pro-
grams in January. These programs
will be open to Westfield Library
patrons and their children.

“Mammal Mania!” will be held on
January 8 from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
“Eyes of the Wild” will present live
mammals from around the world.
This program will be open to chil-
dren ages 3 and older. An adult must
attend with the child.

“When Animals Attack!” is sched-
uled for January 8 from noon to 1
p.m. Also presented by “Eyes of the
Wild,” this program is designed for
children ages 5 and older accompa-
nied by an adult. Participants will
learn about the defense tools em-
ployed by creatures such as the skunk,

porcupine and armadillo.
“Stories and Music with Kala Jojo”

will take place on January 22 from
10:30 to 11:15 a.m. Children ages 4
and older, accompanied by an adult,
will be introduced to traditional Afri-
can stories and songs.

“Little Al the Dinosaur” will be
featured January 29 from 10:30 to
11:15 a.m. and again from noon to
12:45 p.m. Presented by representa-
tives from the Pearl Observatory,
this program will be open to chil-
dren ages 4 and older accompanied
by an adult and will introduce par-
ticipants to real dinosaur eggs, teeth
and bones.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. In-
dividuals may register online by vis-
iting wmlnj.org.

Seasons participants meet every
first Saturday of the month for Happy
Hour at the Stage House, located at
366 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The telephone number for the Stage
House is (908) 322-4224.

Meetings are held every second
and fourth Wednesday from 7:15 to
9 p.m. in the St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church activities center
building, located at 1600 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

For more information, call Bob
Laudati at (908) 322-7762 or Joan
Hernandez at (908) 930-2791, or e-
mail 2008seasons@live.com.

Readers Eligible For Prizes
Through ‘Classic Challenge’

GARWOOD – The Garwood Public
Library currently is offering an activity
entitled “Classic Challenge.” For this
endeavor, the staff has chosen various
classics, such as “Les Miserables,”
“Quo Vadis,” “The Count of Monte
Cristo,” “Gone With the Wind,” “Don
Quixote,” “Jane Eyre,” “Doctor
Zhivago,” “Salem’s Lot,” “Franken-
stein,” “The Fountainhead” and “Exo-
dus,” among many other selections.

Participants may check out any one
of these books now through Satur-
day, January 29, read the entire novel
and write a brief review of the book.
All patrons completing their book
will be invited to an informal book
discussion, to be held early in April,
at which time prizes will be awarded

to those completing this challenge.
Because many of these novels are

formidable in size, the loan period
will be extended to eight weeks on
these books. This challenge is open
to any adult with a valid library card
(Garwood or other local library.)

The library is located at the corner
of Third Avenue and Walnut Street,
behind the Lincoln School complex.
Library hours of operation are Mon-
day through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The tele-
phone number for the library is (908)
789-1670 and its e-mail address is
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com. For in-
formation, visit youseemore.com/
garwood.

Ms. Critchley to Give
Talk to Garden Club
WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, Janu-

ary 11, the Garden Club of Westfield
will host “Renovating the Home Gar-
den” with Nancy Critchley. The meet-
ing will be held in Assembly Hall at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue. Roll
call will be at 1 p.m. Prospective
members from Westfield and other
towns are welcome to attend.

Ms. Critchley has been an Essex
County Master Gardener for many
years. She is the owner of the land-
scape business Morning Glory Gar-
dens, Inc. in Morris Plains. Attendees
will learn how to avoid major mis-
takes, how to correct existing land-
scape problems, how to develop an
understanding of the needs of one’s
property and how to make them work
with one’s own vision.


