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Walther Ott, 99, Scientist, Was Active
In FUMC and African Violet Society – Obituaries –

Walther Henry Ott, 99, died peace-
fully on Saturday, December 25,
2010, at the Holly Center of Arbor
Glen in Bridgewater.

Born on September 30,
1911 in Hermiston, Ore.,
he was the son of the late
Henry and Minnie Ott.
Walther graduated from
Oregon State College
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Poultry
Husbandry and a Master
of Science degree in Ani-
mal Nutrition. He earned
his Ph.D. degree in Agri-
cultural and Biological
Chemistry from Pennsyl-
vania State College.

In 1942 Walther be-
gan a research career at the Merck
Institute for Therapeutic Research in
Rahway. He held the title of senior
scientist at the time of his retirement
in 1976. Dr. Ott was the first non-
university, non-government person
to be elected to the presidency of the
Poultry Science Association (1971-
72). He published 102 scientific pa-
pers and holds two patents.

A 62-year member of the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield,
Walther served that church as lay leader
for 10½ years, was a member and
president of the board of trustees, and
was a Stephen Minister, among other
capacities. In retirement, he served as
volunteer pastoral assistant for 16
years. He was a 50-year member of
The Gnosis (Westfield, N.J.)

In 1973, he became a member of
The African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). His dedication to the pro-
motion of Max Maas hybrids has

made him well known
in the African violet
community.

Walther has been
published in the AVSA
magazine and has won
many awards and rib-
bons for his violets and
his education displays
at the shows. He will
be sadly missed by all.

Dr. Ott was preceded
in death by his wife,
Maxine, and son,
Roger.

Surviving are his
daughters, Ruth Arthur of Indianapo-
lis, Ind. and Arline Cox of Bridgewater,
N.J.; four grandchildren, Katharina
Lewman, Karen Campbell and George
and Raymond Cox, and six great-
grandchildren, Levi Lewman, Olivia,
Denver and Daniel Campbell and
Daniel and Thomas Cox.

Memorial services will be held at 2
p.m. on Saturday, January 8, 2011,
beginning with a visitation at 1 p.m.,
at the Arbor Glen Auditorium, 100
Monroe Street, Bridgewater. Inter-
ment will be at the Memorial Garden,
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Bruce C.
VanArsdale Funeral Home, 111 N.
Gaston Avenue, Somerville, (908)
725-3111.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
can be made to The Fellowship Fund
of the United Methodist Homes of
New Jersey Foundation, 3311 State
Route 33, Neptune, N.J. 07753-9926,
www.umh-nj.org. To send condo-
lences to the family, visit
www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com.
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Stella Forster, 93, Cherished Family;
Loved Life, People, Arts and Nature

Stella Forster died on Tuesday,
December 28, of natural causes, in
her home at The Chelsea at Fanwood,
surrounded by her
family. She was 93
years old.

Mrs. Forster was
born Stella Wagner on
April 27, 1917, in
Vienna, Austria to
Ignatz and Regina
Wagner. She married
Hans Feingold (John
Forster) in 1938, and
shortly after they fled
Austria for America to
escape the Nazis. In America, Mrs.
Forster and her husband built a life
and family together, living in
Harrison, N.Y. for more than 50
years.

After her husband’s passing in
2001, Stella moved to New Jersey to
live near her eldest daughter, Lynn

Bilman. Mrs. Forster, af-
fectionately known as
“Omi” to most, will be
remembered as someone
who loved life, the arts,
nature and her family,
and who had a deep re-
spect for all humankind.

Mrs. Forster is sur-
vived by her three chil-
dren, Lynn Bilman,
James Forster and
Elizabeth Leinwand; 10

grandchildren; nine great-grand-
children and countless friends and
relatives around the world.
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Jack C. Johansen, 91
Jack C. Johansen, 91, of Scotch

Plains passed away on Saturday,
January 1, 2011.

Born in Norfolk, Va., he resided in
Scotch Plains for the past 58 years.

Along with his father, Gotfred
Johansen, Sr., and his brothers, Rob-
ert, Paul and Gotfred, Jr., Jack
founded the Johansen Company
Mechanical Contractors, formerly
of Garwood and South Plainfield.
He also was a member of the Echo
Lake Country Club of Westfield.

His wife, Margaret, predeceased
him in 2000.

Surviving are his daughter, Joyce
Dolan; his grandchildren, Richard
Dolan and his wife, Lorena, Jeffrey
Dolan and his wife, Cindy, and
Diane Miller and her husband,
Mark, and his great-grandchildren,
Chris, Tara, Michael and Ray Dolan
and Andrew and Katie Miller.

A service was conducted yester-
day, Wednesday, January 5, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment fol-
lowed at Hillside Cemetery in
Scotch Plains.

To express condolences or sign
the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Scotch Plains Police Nab
Suspect In Burglary Spree

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
police arrested an individual Decem-
ber 24 who has been linked to mul-
tiple burglaries in the township that
occurred during November.

Members of the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau
arrested Herbbie Sheffield, 43, of
Elizabeth at his home at approxi-
mately 4:40 p.m., according to Police
Chief Brian Mahoney.

Sheffield was taken to Scotch
Plains police headquarters, where
he was charged with receiving sto-
len property. He later was processed
and then transported to the Union
County jail in lieu of bail that was
set by the Scotch Plains Municipal
Court at $20,000. The suspect was
scheduled to appear in the Union
County Superior Court in Elizabeth
on Monday.

Sheffield became a suspect in a
recent string of burglaries several days
earlier when he was arrested in
Hanover Township for allegedly
breaking into a residence. When
Hanover police arrested him, he had

in his possession an Eversafe/ADT
photo identification and ADT busi-
ness cards, and claimed to be work-
ing for Eversafe/ADT security sell-
ing alarm systems.

Further investigation has revealed
that Sheffield currently is not em-
ployed by either of these companies.
In conjunction with Hanover police,
Scotch Plains detectives were able to
recover property taken from a bur-
glary that was reported on North Av-
enue in Scotch Plains on November
17. Entrance was gained by forcing
open the rear door.

The investigation is ongoing at this
point, and information is being shared
with other jurisdictions. All the vic-
tims of the recent burglaries in Scotch
Plains have been notified in an at-
tempt to identify additional items of
property recovered during the inves-
tigation.

If anyone has additional informa-
tion or has had contact with Sheffield,
they are asked to call Detective Lt.
Brian Donnelly at (908) 322-7100,
extension no. 111.

Carl Schwarzenbek, 64, Local Veteran;
Was Retiree and Devoted Family Man

Margaret Kobrak, 98, Active In FUMC;
Had Been Nanny and Nursing Assistant
Margaret (Madge) Kobrak (née

Walsh), the last surviving child of
her baker father’s 17 offspring, was
born nearly 99 years ago in
Longford, Ireland (January 26,
1912) and died on Friday, Decem-
ber 17, in Westfield, N.J.

At age 15, and with her sister,
Christina, she left for New York,
where she lived and worked for
many years as a nanny and later as
a nursing assistant. In 1943, Madge
married Helmut Kobrak, a recent
immigrant from Germany, who died
in 1972. In 1956, they moved with
their son, Chris, to Westfield, where
she lived until her death.

Madge spent many years work-
ing at Overlook Hospital and was
an active member of the First United
Methodist Church. Although at-
tached to Westfield, Madge was very
well traveled, having visited Japan
and much of Europe, and was de-
voted to her native Ireland. She will
be remembered by her friends and
family in the United States and Eu-
rope for her strength in adversity,
her good humor and storytelling,
and by her son for her unflagging
support of his endeavors.

A memorial service will be held at

11 a.m. on Saturday, January 15, 2011,
at the First United Methodist Church,
1 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in Madge’s memory
may be made to either the First
United Methodist Church or to the
charity of one’s choice.
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Carl Schwarzenbek, 64, of
Westfield died peacefully on Sunday,
January 2, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit. He was a Vietnam
War veteran and a retiree of
Sky Auction.com of New
York City.

He was the beloved hus-
band of the late Eileen
(Reiley) Schwarzenbek
(1999) and also was prede-
ceased by his father, Eu-
gene Francis Schwarzenbek
(2000).

Carl was a loving hus-
band, father, brother,
brother-in-law, uncle and
friend, who will be deeply missed.

Surviving are his loving daughter,
Meghan Schwarzenbek of Cranford,
and his devoted mother, Ida
Schwarzenbek of Seaside Park. He
also was the dear brother of June
Smerling of Boca Raton, Fla., Eugene
and his wife, Cathy, of Westfield, Lynn
Rayfiel and her husband, David, of
New York City, Robert and his wife,

Susan, of Readington Township, Gail
Hering and her husband, Michael, of
Westfield, Pamela Stahl of Forked

River, Wendy Stoll and
her husband, Jon, of
Parker, Colo. and Diane
Schwarzenbek of Boca
Raton, Fla., and many
nieces and nephews.

The funeral service will
be held at 10:30 a.m. to-
day, Thursday, January 6,
at the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral
Home, 582 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield. In-
terment will follow at

Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial con-

tributions may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, P.O.
Box 1893, Memphis, TN 38101-
9950 or to the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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Anne E. Forbes, 55
Anne E. Forbes, 55, passed away at

her home in North Carolina on Thurs-
day, December 30, 2010.

Anne was a resident of Westfield
for 34 years before moving to North
Carolina in 2007. She was a 1973
graduate of Westfield High School.

She was predeceased by her
mother, Elizabeth (Duggan) Forbes;
her father, Douglas Forbes, and her
brother, John.

Surviving are her brothers, Malcolm
of Milton, Fla. and Andrew of Scotch
Plains, N.J., as well as family and
friends who truly will miss her.

A graveside service will be held on
Saturday, January 8, at 11 a.m. at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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Robert Schelhorn, 65
Robert J. Schelhorn, 65, formerly of

Scotch Plains, died on Saturday, De-
cember 18, 2010, at his home in Boonton.

Mr. Schelhorn was a big Cardinals
fan. While he was hospitalized years
ago, Frankie Valli of The 4 Seasons
visited him at Deborah Hospital.

He was predeceased by his mother,
Catherine; a brother, Richard, and a
nephew, James Schelhorn.

He is survived by his wife, Joanne
(Taubert); his sister, Barbara Riepe
of Scotch Plains; his brothers and
sisters-in-law, David and his wife,
Carol, of Berkeley Heights and Ed-
ward and his wife, Catherine, of
Plainfield; a daughter, Heather, son,
Daniel, and a granddaughter, Bridget,
all of Jacksonville, Fla., and a niece
and nephew, Deborah Vattelana of
Waynesboro, Pa. and David
Schelhorn of Millington.

Services will be held at a later date.
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SCOUTS GIVE BACK…Boy Scout Troop No. 73 held its annual Christmas Party
December 20, with more than 50 scouts attending. Assistant Scoutmaster Domecq
Smith, on the keyboard, and Life Scout Jason Isbit, on the cello, led the scouts and
adults in singing traditional Christmas hymns and songs. The boys then wrapped
presents for the family they helped this Christmas – a grandmother who is raising
her six granddaughters. The scouts purchased $885 worth of gifts and ShopRite
gift certificates and wrapped them. They raised $450 working at the Fanwood
Recycling Center, and $445 was donated by the scouts, leaders and parents.
Sponsored by the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield, Troop 73 is
open to boys ages 11 to 17. Interested persons are asked to call Scoutmaster Steve
Deduck at (908) 233-2867.

Westfield
Tuesday, December 28, a burglary

and theft of a snow blower was re-
ported on the 1500 block of Lamberts
Mill Road. There were no suspects.

Sunday, January 2, Gabriela Reyna-
Romero, 20, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with shoplifting earrings
valued at $14 from a store on the 100
block of East Broad Street. The sto-
len items were recovered. Reyna-
Romero was released with a sum-
mons and a future court date.

Monday, January 3, a resident of
the 200 block of Myrtle Avenue re-
ported that someone unknown had
illegally charged items to her credit
card. The total amount was $166.23.

Monday, January 3, Timmy Butler,
40, of Newark was arrested on a
Westfield warrant, after turning him-
self in at Westfield police headquar-
ters. He was released after posting
$106 bail.

Monday, January 3, Tony C.
Crawford, 52, of East Orange was
arrested on warrants from East Or-
ange, in the amount of $350; Eliza-
beth, for $566, and Westfield, for $500,
after turning himself in at Westfield
police headquarters. Crawford posted
bail on the Westfield and East Orange
warrants and was released on his own
recognizance by Elizabeth.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 27, a resident

of Raritan Road reported that some-
one opened up a cell phone account
using his identity and made approxi-
mately $420 worth of calls without
his authorization.

Wednesday, December 29, a resi-
dent of Byrd Avenue reported that
someone opened up a credit card
using his identity and made approxi-
mately $800 worth of charges with-
out his authorization.

Friday, December 31, a resident of
Unami Lane reported that someone
harassed her by making multiple tele-
phone calls to her residence and hang-
ing up when she answered.

Friday, December 31, Nicolas
Cirillo, 19, of Stirling was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue on an outstanding Scotch
Plains warrant in the amount of
$1,000. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, January 1, Tanesha Mor-
ris, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Elizabeth warrant in
the amount of $580 after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22. She was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, January 2, a resident of
Prospect Avenue reported being the
victim of criminal mischief after some-
one keyed her motor vehicle while it
was parked in front of her house.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 29, a couple

residing on Hickory Lane came into
police headquarters to report that
someone had opened up a credit card
in their names at one retail store and
also had attempted to open one at
another retailer. According to police,
the victims received a call from a
retailer to verify information regard-
ing a credit card that a suspect was
attempting to fraudulently open in
their name, but was denied. The vic-
tims then contacted a credit bureau
and were made aware of another credit
card that was successfully opened
using their identity, on which mul-
tiple charges had recently been made,
police said. The suspect had the vic-
tims’ dates of birth, Social Security
numbers and driver’s license num-
bers, authorities reported. It is un-
known how the victims’ information
was obtained.

Wednesday, December 29, Leonel
M. Cojon, 28, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for allegedly driving without a
license after police stopped him for
soliciting without a permit on Cedar
Avenue.

Saturday, January 1, a patron at a
Route 22 restaurant left her cell phone
on the table when she went to use the
restroom, and when she returned, her
party had gotten up from the table
and the table had been cleared. Ac-
cording to police, the cell phone was
missing and no one from the restau-
rant claimed to know where the phone,
described as a HTC EVO with a purple
case, had gone.

Sunday, January 2, Carlos A.
Monroy, 40, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Plainfield Police
Department.

Fanwood
Friday, December 31, Daniel

Decataldo, 20, of Fanwood was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). According to police, he
failed multiple field sobriety tests
administered at the scene. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Saturday, January 1, James Steger,
55, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. Accord-
ing to police, he failed multiple field
sobriety tests administered at the
scene. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Sunday, January 2, Michael
Sneed, 27, of Freehold was arrested
on an outstanding Sayreville war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.


