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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Gov. Christie Comments on
Supreme Court Stalemate

Asm. Bramnick Seeks Complaints of
Airline Horror Stories for Follow-up

Senators Laud Port Authority
Decision on Bayonne Bridge

Westfield Rescue Squad
Gives Thanks for Help
The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

wishes to thank the Westfield Fire De-
partment, Police and Department of Pub-
lic Works for providing great assistance
to the squad during the blizzard. The FD,
PD and DPW provided escorts and snow
plowing services that allowed the squad’s
ambulances to respond to the over two
dozen emergency calls that the squad
received during the worst of the storm on
Sunday and Monday.

Jonathan Delano
Deputy Captain

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

Lawmakers: Closing Elizabeth DMV
Is ‘Extremely Shortsighted’ Decision

TRENTON – Monday, Governor
Chris Christie issued the following
statement in light of news that Justice
Rivera-Soto will not be seeking reap-
pointment to the Supreme Court of
New Jersey. While Governor Christie
praised Justice Rivera-Soto’s dedi-
cated service in a letter sent earlier
today, the Governor was explicitly
clear that he will not provide a nomi-
nee for Justice Rivera-Soto’s seat until
Anne Patterson receives a fair hear-
ing as required by New Jersey’s Con-
stitution.

Governor Chris Christie said, “245
days ago I nominated Anne Patterson
to the State Supreme Court because
of her high level of legal intellect,
character and compassion. Today,
245 days later, she has yet to receive
a fair hearing as required by New
Jersey’s Constitution while a seat on

our highest court continues to re-
main vacant. I will not provide a
nominee to fill Justice Rivera-Soto’s
seat until Anne Patterson receives
the hearing that she deserves and
that the Senate is constitutionally
obligated to provide.”

Over the past 20 years, the average
confirmation time for a State Su-
preme Court Justice nominee sub-
mitted by both Democratic and Re-
publican governors is just 25 days.

“It is completely irresponsible that
while it took just 88 days for Elana
Kagan to become the 112th Justice of
the U.S. Supreme Court, Anne
Patterson is still without a hearing for
no good reason and that the Senate
has failed to give her the same con-
sideration and deference Republicans
and Democrats gave Justice Kagan,”
Governor Christie concluded.

WESTFIELD – Assembly Confer-
ence Leader Jon Bramnick is calling
on New Jersey consumers to share
their airline horror stories. Asm.
Bramnick, a member of the Con-
sumer Affairs Committee, is compil-
ing a list of complaints in order to
help change the system.

“We need to make air travel less
stressful and more efficient for our
residents,” said Mr. Bramnick. “I’m
asking the public to reach out to me

with their experiences so that we can
make positive steps in providing bet-
ter service to New Jerseyans at our
airports.”

Assemblyman Bramnick will fol-
low up with airline executives re-
garding problems his constituents
encountered with airlines. Submis-
sions should be sent to his Legislative
Office at 251 North Ave. West,
Westfield, NJ 07090 or via email at
asmbramnick@njleg.org.

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R- Westfield)
and Senators Andy Ciesla (R- Ocean)
and Sean Kean (R- Monmouth), is-
sued the following statements laud-
ing the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey’s decision to increase
the navigational clearance of the
Bayonne Bridge:

Senator Tom Kean: “Port Newark-
Elizabeth’s container shipping facil-
ity, and the thousands of jobs it pro-
vides, is a vital economic engine for
our region. Its future viability is de-
pendent upon our ability to receive
larger ships that will be passing

through a newly expanded Panama
Canal.

“The Port Authority’s decision to
raise the Bayonne Bridge in order
to accommodate these ships is good
news for New Jersey’s economy
and will ensure that Port Newark-
Elizabeth remains among the larg-
est shipping hubs in North America.
Had the Port Authority chosen not
to meet the demands of these larger
ships, we would have effectively
ceded millions of dollars of eco-
nomic activity and countless jobs
to other East Coast destinations,”
said Senator Kean.

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Governor Chris Christie from the
20th District Legislators regarding the
scheduled closing of the Motor Vehicle
Commission’s Elizabeth branch.

Governor Christie, Motor Vehicle
Commission Chief Administrator
Raymond Martinez has scheduled the
closure of the Elizabeth office on January
1, 2011. We believe this decision is ex-
tremely shortsighted, and have not been
provided any justifiable reasoning by
Chairman Martinez. It’s clear that cost
savings can be found within New Jersey’s
Motor Vehicle Commission. What isn’t
clear, however, is the process by which
Chairman Martinez and his staff deter-
mined the offices slated for closure. How
is it possible that the fourth largest and
most diverse city in New Jersey will soon
be without a DMV office to service the
needs of its residents?

A review of figures provided by the
Motor Vehicle Commission showed that
an estimated 200,000 items will be pro-
cessed by the Elizabeth location during
2010. Yet, the MVC has provided no plan
to compensate for the consumers who
will be forced to go elsewhere. The ma-
jority of these consumers will be forced
to head to the Springfield and Rahway
locations, which are the sixth and seventh
busiest in the state this year. Are these
locations prepared to handle such an in-
crease in volume?

Although Union County is the seventh
most populated county, it is currently
ranked as the second highest in terms of
the number of items processed for the
Motor Vehicle Commission. By closing
the Elizabeth location, there will now be
only two branches in Union County to
serve 8 percent of the total items pro-
cessed statewide.

In comparison, Camden and Gloucester
counties have each serviced only 5 per-
cent of the total items processed, yet the
Cherry Hill and West Deptford locations
will remain open. As a result, the quality
of services rendered at the Union County
locations will likely decrease dramati-
cally. It seems completely illogical to cut
services in such a busy and diverse region
of New Jersey.

In a recent meeting, Chairman Martinez
cited two distinct reasons for closure: a
lack of parking near the facility and inad-
equate office space. It’s painfully obvi-
ous and bluntly insulting to the residents
of the 20th District that the MVC did not

complete a physical inspection or cost-
benefit analysis of the area surrounding
the Elizabeth branch. In addition, your
administration chose to ignore a letter
from Mayor [Chris] Bollwage dated Oc-
tober 29 offering his assistance in negoti-
ating a reduced rent agreement or in lo-
cating a new central location that would
meet the Motor Vehicle Commission’s
rent specifications.

The parking concern has been allevi-
ated with recent parking deck construc-
tion and more planned for the area. A
simple question or raising of this concern
would have brought this information to
the forefront months ago. In regards to
the concern that the Elizabeth location
has a lack of office space, it seems a
logical reason for expanding and mod-
ernizing the facility, not deeming it for
closure.

The weak concerns and lack of com-
munication have been an insult to the
citizens of the most diverse city in the
State of New Jersey. Are we to believe
that the near 200,000 residents who annu-
ally use this office, as well as the 1,891
concerned constituents, are not worth the
unspecified $197,000 in savings Chair-
man Martinez articulated during our meet-
ing?

The decision to move the Motor Ve-
hicle Commission toward a more effi-
cient, electronic business model is com-
mendable. However, its implementation
must take into account the existence of a
digital divide. The fact of the matter is
that if the true intention of the MVC is to
encourage more online transactions, then
it makes sense to close offices where an
overwhelming percentage of their popu-
lation has Internet access, not in a lower-
income community such as Elizabeth. By
closing the Elizabeth branch, this inten-
tion rings hollow.

Up to this point, no data has been
provided that justifies closing the Eliza-
beth branch. With that in mind, we have
requested that the Motor Vehicle Com-
mission conduct a comprehensive cost-
benefit analysis, review the geographical
strain that will be placed upon the region,
and contact the City of Elizabeth in an
effort to discuss the many solutions to the
problems that the agency cites as reasons
for closing this location.

Senator Raymond Lesniak
Asm. Joseph Cryan

Asw. Annette Quijano
Union

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Macrognathic – Having very long

jaws
2. Hippiatry – The practice of treating

the diseases of horses
3. Dauw – A South African zebra
4. Teest – A small anvil

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CZARDAS
1. Formerly, the son of a Czar of Russia
2. A Hungarian dance consisting of a

fast movement and a slow movement
3. The wife of a Russian prince in

Czarist Russia
4. Ukranian land controlled by the cen-

tral government of Russia
ZAIN

1. A dark-colored unspotted horse
2. The European pike perch
3. In the Sudan, a camping place usu-

ally enclosed by a palasade or thorn hedge
4. A tough, wiry grass found in the

Southwest and Mexico
CULPABLE

1. Reliable
2. Guilty, blameworthy
3. Most vulnerable
4. Unmanageable

JAKO
1. Just right (slang)
2. A hunter, especially with a bow and

arrow
3. The gray African parrot
4. A glove

The Blizzard, Thanks To All, We Are
Now Proud Parents of A Baby Girl

I believe my wife was the woman The
Westfield Leader printed about in your
last issue. She went into labor at the peak
of the blizzard and the paramedics were
called to my residence. The Westfield
Police, Fire Department, ambulance and
EMT’s coordinated with numerous neigh-
boring towns in order to get my wife to
Overlook Hospital where her doctor was.
My purpose for writing to you is to say
thanks for bringing these types of stories
to the public eye when we are in a world
of budget cuts and reduction in services
for taxpayers.

Having been in the situation during the
blizzard, we were blessed that Westfield
and the neighboring towns had the ser-
vices available to get my wife safely to

the hospital. It is important to point out,
that my wife has had difficulties during
childbirth, and it was imperative that she
made it to a doctor.

I cannot say enough for all the public
workers that helped us that night,
Westfield as well as Mountainside,
Springfield and Summit.

I would love to speak to you further if
you were to ever choose to do a follow-up
article or something relating to the work
that these public workers do. Thanks to
all their efforts, we are now proud parents
of a safe and healthy baby girl; Lia Paige
Sargent. She was born at 6:01 a.m. on 12/
27/2010.

Jeff Sargent
Westfield

Why Did We Create Lt. Gov. If
Sen. Pres. Will Still Be Acting Gov.
When New Jersey voters passed a ballot question

five years ago creating the office of lieutenant
governor, they likely envisioned that New Jersey
would always have a member of the executive
branch of government in charge and not a member
of the legislative branch. But in late December,
both Governor Chris Christie and his Lieutenant
Governor, Kim Guadagno, were out of state during
the 30-inch blizzard that all but shut down the state.
That meant New Jersey, which went through a
series of acting governors the last decade, had to
use this process again with State Senate President
Steve Sweeney serving as the state’s acting chief
executive.

In 2001 Christine Whitman resigned as governor
upon her appointment by President George W. Bush
as Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) admin-
istrator. She was replaced by then Senate President
Donald DiFrancesco, who ran the state for eight
months before leaving office in January of 2002. An
interesting twist occurred that year as Mr.
DiFrancesco was mandated to leave the governor’s
office because his senate term ended a week shy of
the swearing in of James McGreevey as the new
governor. Thus, New Jersey had five governors in a
week – Mr. DiFrancesco, Attorney General John
Farmer, who served the hour between Mr.
DiFrancesco’s departure and the swearing of Senate
President John Bennett and co-Senate President

Richard Codey (there was a 20-20 tie between Demo-
crats and Republicans in 2002-2003), both serving
three-and-a-half days prior to Mr. McGreevey’s in-
auguration.

Then there was Mr. McGreevey’s sudden resigna-
tion in 2004 following the scandal of his affair with
another man. Upon his resignation in November of
that year, Mr. Codey took the reigns as acting gover-
nor for the next 14 months until Jon Corzine was
elected governor.

Prior to the passage of the public question in
November 2005, we questioned whether New Jersey
really needed a lieutenant governor. While some
raised the issue that there was a conflict in having a
lawmaker also serving as governor, we believed the
system of acting governors seemed to be working.
And did the people really elect Ms. Guadagno? No,
they elected the Christie/Guadagno ticket as one
vote.

Getting back to Mr. Sweeney, he actually was also
still freeholder director in Gloucester County when
he was acting governor last month. He is said to be
stepping down as freeholder tomorrow upon the
reorganization of that board, thus ending his double
dipping the past nine years as a senator and free-
holder.

In the future, we suggest the Lieutenant Governor
check with her boss, Governor Christie, on any
vacation plans.

Governor Christie: Best and Brightest Managers
Should Be Allowed for School Superintendents

Woodrow Wilson served as president
of Princeton University and the United
States, but under current state law, he
couldn’t be a school superintendent in a
failing New Jersey public school. Al-
though Albert Einstein taught at Princeton,
New Jersey laws would stop him from
leading schools in the City of Newark.

People with talent, vision and a proven
record of success are currently denied the
chance to be hired as superintendents in
New Jersey public schools because of
restrictive laws governing the superin-
tendent certification process. That’s why
the Christie Administration is asking the
State Board of Education to consider and
approve new regulations that would al-
low the best and brightest people to help
revitalize schools where at least 50 per-
cent of the children are failing state
achievement tests.

“It’s important that New Jersey public
schools recruit and hire the most experi-
enced, talented managers possible,” said
Governor Christie. “In large, state-run

districts, or in schools that have failed our
children for generations, we especially
need leaders who know how to manage
thousands of employees in districts that
spend hundreds of millions in tax dol-
lars.”

New revisions to the superintendent
certification process proposed by the
Christie Administration will provide
greater flexibility to recruit the most tal-
ented and best prepared individuals to
lead New Jersey’s school districts. Under
the plan, individual superintendent can-
didates in certain districts would need a
Bachelor’s degree from an accredited
four-year college and a review by the
Commissioner of Education to determine
whether the candidate has sufficient work
experience to lead a school district.

“Good candidates are discouraged from
applying to be school superintendents
because New Jersey’s regulations are un-
necessarily burdensome,” said acting
Commissioner Rochelle Hendricks. “We
need to open the doors of our public

schools and let successful people with
proven track records help us reform and
rebuild schools where strong leadership
and new ideas are needed the most.”

After a review by the Commissioner
of Education, the superintendent candi-
date would be given a provisional li-
cense and allowed to begin work imme-
diately with guidance from a state-ap-
proved mentor. After passing three per-
formance reviews in one year, and with
recommendation from the mentor, the
superintendent would be eligible for stan-
dard certification.

Superintendents could be hired through
this alternate route method for certifica-
tion if they worked in one of the state’s 57
districts that need improvement, accord-
ing to federal requirements. They would
also qualify for alternate route certifica-
tion in any state-run district, or in any
district where at least 50 percent of the
fourth, eighth, or 11th-grade students have
failed state tests for the last two years for
either language arts or mathematics.

Thank You for Story
On Med. Day Care

Dear Tom [Fortunato], Thank you so
much for coming to the Pediatric Medical
Day Care in Roselle Park last week. You
did a great job on the photos and article in
The Westfield Leader! This will help so
much in getting the word out about the
skilled-nursing care given to the medi-
cally fragile infants and toddlers in the
MDC program along with the wonderful
help they receive from various commu-
nity organizations.

My best wishes to you and your family
for the holidays and for a happy, healthy
new year.

Dr. Sharon Burke
Dir. Infant/Toddler Program

Children’s Specialized Hospital

Thanks for Story on
CSH Day Care Ctr.

Dear Mr. Fortunato, On behalf of
Sharon Burke and everyone at Children’s
Specialized Hospital, I would like to thank
you for your coverage of the holiday
party at our Medical Day Care facility.

The Pediatric Medical Day Care Cen-
ter provides a comprehensive program of
care for children with existing medical
problems and requires intensive skilled
nursing care. We appreciate you keeping
our children in mind this Christmas sea-
son.

Again, thank you and wishing you a
happy, healthy holiday season.

Philip Salerno, 3rd
President and Chief Dev. Officer

Children’s Specialized Hospital
Foundation

Prohibit Lottery Sales
When Prizes Are Won
TRENTON – The Assembly proposes

prohibiting the sale of lottery scratch-off
tickets after the top prizes have been won.

“It is patently unfair for a lottery game
to have tickets available for sale with no
chance of winning the top prizes because
they already have been claimed,” said
Moriarty (D-Gloucester). “If the lottery
were being run in this way by a private
organization, it’s a fair bet that legal
action would already have been pursued.
The playing field needs to be leveled.”

Under the bill (A-647) the state Lot-
tery Commission would be required to
notify lottery sellers when the top prize or
prizes for a particular lottery scratch-off
game have been claimed. At that point,
the sellers would be required to stop
selling the remainder of the tickets in
their possession and would return the
tickets to the state to be destroyed. The
sponsors noted their legislation is codify-
ing a practice already employed by the
commission.

“Playing the lottery is always a gamble,
doubly so when it comes to scratch off
tickets with a single big prize in the
offering that may or may not be avail-
able,” said Burzichelli (D-Gloucester),
the panel’s chairman.

“This legislation would restore a fun-
damental fairness to New Jersey’s lottery
scratch-off games,” said Quijano (D-
Union), the committee’s vice-chair.
“Scratch-off players shouldn’t have to
gamble on whether there’s even a top
prize to win when they choose to play.”

The bill now heads to the Senate.


