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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD REORGANIZATION...The borough held its annual reorganization meeting on Sunday, January 2, 2011. Pictured, left to right are: First photo, Union County Freeholder and borough resident Al Mirabella addresses the audience; Second
photo, Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in members of the volunteer rescue squad; Third photo, Assemblywoman and borough resident Linda Stender swears in returning Republican Councilman Tony Parenti.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE NEW MAYOR...Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi is sworn in to office
Sunday by Congressman Leonard Lance (7th-District), as the mayor’s husband,
John, holds the Bible.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SURVIVAL...Firefighters, police and the rescue squad extricate the young male
driver from the twisted wreck during a headon automobile collision on Monday
afternoon on Central Avenue in Westfield.

Courtesy of Robert Herber
READING THE RAPIDS...Pictured holding a copy of The Westfield Leader in the
Grand Canyon, Eric and Emma Herber recently completed 187 miles of white
water rafting on the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon.

Kowalski, was appointed to a three-
year term on the township’s tree ad-
visory board. Ms. Kowalski was also
present at the meeting and swore in
committee member Edward
O’Malley. The mayor also appointed
Union County Republican Party
chairman Phil Morin to a special Af-
fordable Housing Task Force.

“This bipartisan task force will fo-
cus on Cranford’s affordable housing
issue and make recommendations on
next steps,” Mayor Aschenbach com-
mented. “A major focus will be to
guard against the proposed overde-
velopment of the community.” In ad-
dition to Phil Morin, the task force
will also include Lynda Feder, Ann
Darby, Andy Lanset, Kevin Illing,
William Montani, Joan Collins, Lou
Koehler and Mr. Campbell.

The mayor also noted that March
14, 2011 marks the 140th anniver-
sary of Cranford’s incorporation as a
township, and that there will be a
celebration for that occasion.

“This may have to be a low-budget
celebration,” the mayor warned, “but
some things we should do include
placement of historic photos in the
municipal building, fundraising to
restore Depression-era murals and
have them placed in the municipal
chamber, and the development of a
plan to restore the historic Droechers
Mill area.”

The most hotly debated topic at the
reorganization meeting was the ap-
pointment of Daniel McCarthy of the
Cranford law firm Rogut McCarthy
LLC, to the position of township at-
torney. Another attorney at his firm,
Steven Rogut, serves as the bond
attorney in both Cranford and
Garwood.

“Dan [McCarthy] has been a life-
long resident of Cranford,” Mayor
Aschenback stated, explaining his
support of Mr. McCarthy, “as the
township committee tried to make a
decision as to what qualities a town-
ship attorney should have, Dan fit an
important part of that description
which is someone who is invested in
the community.”

“Mr. McCarthy clearly is local and
has the resume [we are looking for],”
committee member David Robinson
stated, “[however] Mr. McCarthy did
not participate in [the Request for
Qualifications process] therefore I
don’t think he should be considered.”

The Request For Qualifications
(RFQ) is part of a “pay to play”
process that defines how a munici-
pality in New Jersey is allowed to
award a contract. There are three Pay-
to-Play processes: “fair and open,”
“non-fair and open,” and “exigency.”
Of these three processes, “fair and
open” is defined as a “best practice.”

“[Following the fair and open pro-
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New Cranford Mayor
Mayor: Budget Challenges

Not to Diminish WF Services
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday night,
the Westfield Town Council held its
annual re-organization meeting,
where many board appointments were
made and Mayor Andy Skibitsky
delivered the State of the Town Ad-
dress.

Mayor Skibitsky told residents that
with the town facing a 2 percent bud-
get cap and decreases in both revenue
and state aid, “the issues are complex
and the stakes are high.” However, he
assured residents that the governing
body and the town’s employees are
“committed to maintaining a high
level of service.”

The mayor expressed his “deepest
appreciation” to all of the residents
who volunteer to serve on boards and
commissions, and went on to thank
all of the town employees who agreed
to 0-percent raises, givebacks and
furloughs to help the town meet its
budget needs.

He said that while the budget issue
“appears bleak…I am convinced there
is much to be optimistic about.”
Mayor Skibitsky also thanked “all of
the residents who have put Westfield
first,” and continued to keep the down-
town thriving.

The council committees for 2011
include Third Ward Councilman

Mark Ciarrocca as Finance Policy
chairman; Second Ward Council-
woman JoAnn Neylan as Public
Safety chairwoman; Fourth Ward
Councilman James Foerst as Code
Review and Town Property chair-
man, and Frank Arena as Public
Works chairman.

Councilman Foerst was reap-
pointed as the council’s Planning
Board liaison. Robert Newell, Tho-
mas Walsh, Dan Clifford, Mark
LoGrippo and Kris McAloon also
were appointed to the planning board.

Other reappointments included
Robert Cockren as town attorney;
Anthony Prieto as municipal pros-
ecutor; Gavin Handwerker as public
defender and Frederick Danser, 3rd
as labor attorney.

Jamie Chaves was appointed to the
Special Improvement District (SID)
board as the Merchant designee. Lee
Hale also was appointed to a two-
year term on the SID board and Coun-
cilman Ciarrocca will serve as the
council designee, while Shawn Hanna
will serve as the Mayor Designee.

Mark Doherty, Mary Alice Ryan,
Jack Schwetji and Andrew
Wasserman all were appointed to the
zoning board of adjustment.

The mayor closed the meeting by
wishing everyone a happy and pros-
perous New Year.

Mirabelli, Council Members
Begin New Terms in MS

Mandy Russell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEGINNING A FULL TERM…Mayor Paul Mirabelli is administered the oath
of office by Municipal Judge James DeRose to begin a full, four-year mayoral
term during Tuesday’s reorganization meeting of the borough council.

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Council-
woman Deanna Andre, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer and Councilman
Jeffrey Wass were sworn in to new
terms during Tuesday night’s reorga-
nization of the borough council.

“This year was challenging as the
new mayor. When our new state gov-
ernment announced there would be
cuts in state aid, I promised I would
govern the Borough of Mountainside
in a fiscally responsible manner,”
Mayor Mirabelli said. The mayor was
elected to a four-year term in Novem-
ber after being named to the post
following the death of long-time
mayor Robert Viglianti in 2009.

Mayor Mirabelli told citizens that
the taxpayers’ money was put to good
use last year with many new youth
programs created, renovations to the
library, roads paved and the commu-
nity basketball court expanded to
regulation size.

“It warms my heart to see the kids
playing ball where we used to play,”
Mayor Mirabelli said.

He announced that the
Mountainside Community Pool gen-
erated a lot of revenue this past year
and was awarded the third best com-
munity pool in New Jersey designa-
tion by Inside NJ Magazine.

“In some instances we achieved
more with a smaller budget, and I am
proud of the leadership and volun-
teers in this community. By continu-
ing to show this kind of leadership,
we will continue to keep
Mountainside a great place to live,”
Mayor Mirabelli said in closing.

Tuesday night’s reorganization
meeting of the borough council be-
gan with Mountainside Police Chief
James Debbie, Jr. paying tribute to
the department’s officers for their
work in 2010.

“Just last season, our department
responded to 12,000 calls, and I am
pretty sure most of them happened
this past Monday during the snow
storm,” Chief Debbie joked. “I am
pretty sure I heard more snow is com-
ing.”

Patrolman Shaun Bendik was the
first to receive an award of recogni-
tion for his two drug busts in one day.
Officer Bendik pulled over a motor
vehicle for speeding and noticed drugs
on the front seat. He was able to arrest
the suspect and confiscate the drugs.
Later on that day, he pulled over a
vehicle for a failed inspection sticker,
to find three men in the vehicle with
narcotics present. In one day, Officer
Bendik arrested four men in posses-

sion of drugs.
Sergeant Tom Murphy and Patrol-

man Mike Pasquale were recognized
for their efforts in connection with a
robbery that occurred at the Vine
Liquor store. Officer Pasquale was
able to catch up to the suspect’s ve-
hicle and pull over the suspects.

“The officers did a great job, and
even found the stolen bottles in the
backseat, which were returned to the
store owner unharmed,” Chief Debbie
said.

The officers caught up with the
fourth suspect, who was hiding out
behind a local gas station with an
open bottle of Johnny Walker Blue
when he was arrested.

On July 31, Officer Richard Huber
was called to Berkeley Heights, where
it was claimed that a student stole the
wallet of a woman who had plans to
travel out of the country the next day.
The young man admitted to him that
he did indeed steal the wallet, and it
was returned to its owner.

Patrolman Jeffrey Stinner and Pa-
trolman Christopher Feighner were
awarded for their work on a residen-
tial burglary case. When the officers
arrived at the residence they saw the
garage door open and a female stand-
ing in the garage crying. A man be-
hind her was holding a hammer tool
in each hand, threatening to kill the
woman if the officers did not leave.
Chief Debbie said the officers fo-
cused on getting the woman out of
the garage to safety. Both officers
drew their weapons, which led the
suspect to drop his weapons, and no
one was harmed, Chief Debbie said.

“It turns out the call was not a
burglary, but a domestic violence
between two brothers, which could
have been very dangerous,” Chief
Debbie said.

Also recognized during the meet-
ing were members of the
Mountainside Fire Department and
rescue squad. They were appointed
to designated positions and sworn in
by Judge James DeRose, whom, along
with Mayor Mirabelli, welcomed the
volunteer fire department’s new chief,
Peter Esemplare.

She noted that, with the coopera-
tion of Fanwood Police Chief Rich-
ard Trigo, the borough became the
first Union County community to
have the county police handle its
emergency response dispatches,
which is projected to save the bor-
ough more than $240,000 over three
years.

The mayor additionally spot-
lighted continued exploration dur-
ing the past year of potential shared-
service opportunities and ongoing
progress with downtown develop-
ment in the form of new buildings,
housing options and businesses.

Mayor Mahr also lauded
Fanwood’s police, fire and public
works departments, as well as its
rescue squad, for their collective
handling of the December 26 storm
that blanketed the borough with
some 23 inches of snow.

“We are a strong community built
on the strength of the people who
call this home and who operate busi-
nesses here. We will ride out what-
ever storms that come our way. I
will always be honest with you,
make sure I talk to you and never
take you for granted,” she said.
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cess] is not per se a requirement,” Mr.
Robinson told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “but the more devia-
tions from best practices, the worse
[Cranford is] going to be” in terms of
how much state aid it receives at the
end of the year. In 2010, Cranford’s
state aid was cut by $745,000. In
2011, that reduction could be larger
for failure to follow best practices.

“The three attorneys that did sub-
mit [through the RFQ Process] we
just did not believe they would be the
good selection,” Mayor Aschenbach
explained. “There’s no requirement
that we take someone from that list.”
The mayor explained that Mr.
McCarthy did, in fact, submit a copy
of his qualifications to the board,
although it was not submitted in re-
sponse to the original notice.

“There is no statement at all in [Mr.
McCarthy’s submission] as to the fee
proposal,” Mr. Robinson told The
Times. “I don’t know how we can go
out and award a contract when we
don’t have that.”

According to the mayor, all com-
mittee members were originally in
agreement that Robert Renaud of
Cranford law firm Palumbo & Renaud
would be appointed as the township
attorney. However, Mr. Renaud, who
was not reappointed as borough attor-
ney in Garwood where Republicans
took the majority, decided to with-
draw his submission at the last minute.

“It’s not like we just showed up
here today and appointed
[McCarthy]!” the mayor stated,
“that’s the misnomer here: [the Re-
publicans] make it sound like it wasn’t
open and fair, and it was. It was
decided today at an open meeting
surrounded by people — we didn’t
slip it under the door!”

Other key appointments were the
reappointment of John DeMassi of
the law firm Schiller & Pittenger as
public defender, Norman Albert of
the law firm Albert DiRado & Kojac
as prosecutor, replacing Robert
Donovan who, subsequently, was
named prosecutor in Garwood. In
addition, former Garwood prosecu-
tor Steve Merman was named alter-
nate prosecutor in Cranford.

Republican William Vastine was also
sworn in, accompanied by his wife,
two children and Mr. Vastine’s
mother, a recently retired 42-year
veteran of the Texas Legislature.
Councilwoman Mary DePaola was
chosen to serve as deputy mayor.

Many dignitaries were present, in-
cluding aforementioned state legis-
lators, County freeholders Alexander
Mirabella and John Hudak, former
Governor Donald DiFrancesco,
former mayors William McClintock
and Martin Marks and former coun-
cilwoman Paulette Coronato.
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have brought our own personal bag-
gage, both good and bad, to the task
of governing; baggage that we can-
not allow to get in the way of sound
decision making which should be
based on what knowledge we have
gleaned from our life experiences
and not our emotions or political per-
suasions,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.
“…I feel confident that though we
will have our differences all of us
here desire to work in concert with
each other to do what will benefit the
current residents and the future resi-
dents of the borough.”

She urged residents to e-mail, call
or visit borough hall where she vowed
to “be regular presence there.”

In conclusion she told a packed yet
quant council chambers, “It will be
an awesome honor to serve the Bor-
ough of Garwood as your mayor.”

Councilman Mathieu said he hopes
to represent the “the people who don’t
show up for these council meetings
but (receive) a tax bill every year.”

In other business, the council
elected Tim Hak as council president
for 2011. A Republican, he was
elected to the governing body in 2009.
Other changes at borough hall are a
switch in borough attorneys from
Robert Renaud to Joseph Triarsi of
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Cranford-based Triarsi, Betancourt
& Wukovits, LLC. Mr. Triarsi has
represented Union County, Clark,
Garwood and Carteret and the Union
County Improvement Authority in
the past. Also appointed was Robert
Donovan as municipal prosecutor,
replacing Steve Merman who, in turn,
was named alternate prosecutor in
Cranford. Mr. Donovan previously
was prosecutor in Cranford. Scott
Marinelli was reappointed as
Garwood public defender.

Garwood’s new municipal judge is
Antonio Inacio, replacing Susan
MacMullen, who was reappointed as
judge in Fanwood. Mr. Inacio, who
serves as municipal judge in Clark
and Scotch Plains, was appointed to a
three-year term. The offices of bor-
ough attorney, prosecutor and public
defender are all annual appointments.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), who
swore in the mayor and Councilman
Mathieu, pledged to work together
with the mayor and council. Mean-
while, Bruce Paterson, who was
named to the borough’s planning
board, said provided as a gift for the
new mayor several books, “The Stu-
pidest Things Republicans Ever
Said,” “The Nastiest Things Ever Said
About Democrats,” and “The Nasti-
est Things Ever Said About Republi-
cans.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) presented a state Legisla-
tive resolution acknowledging now
former mayor Dennis McCarthy “for
all your great work.”

Other dignitaries in the council
chambers were Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield), who
swore in Councilman Victor
DeFilippo, Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (LD-21, Summit), Hillside
Mayor Joseph Menza, Kenilworth
Mayor Kathi Fiamingo, former
Scotch Plains Mayor Joan Papen and
former Councilwoman Paulette
Coronoto, and former Summit Coun-
cilman Al Dill.
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Business Owners
Invited for Breakfast
Economic Discussion
WESTFIELD – District 21 Legis-

lators will  host a breakfast with local
business owners in Westfield on
Wednesday, January 19, from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m. at Rockin Joes in Westfield,
20 Prospect Street. Senator Tom Kean
will join Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
for a discussion with local business
owners. All local business owners are
invited to discuss economic growth,
job creation and any issues with state
government mandates.


