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Two Singular Sensations in One
National Production of A Chorus Line

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When the national
tour of A Chorus Line posted its cast
online last summer, two Westfield
High School (WHS) classmates un-
expectedly found themselves on the
list. Erica Cenci and Chris Curcio,
2002 graduates of WHS, were pleas-
antly surprised to find they would be
reunited on the tour.

Erica, who plays Bebe, and Chris,
who is associate conductor and
keyboardist, grew up together; both
attended Edison Intermediate School
before attending WHS.

From a young age, Erica danced
and was active in theater. “We took
Erica to dance classes when she was

4 years old,” her father Victor Cenci
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times. “She was always dancing and
singing around the house and loved
listening to music. She took to dance
quickly and was always serious about
rehearsing and learning her part for
the end of year recital. With each
passing year, we could see the im-
provement and her love of perform-
ing.”

Both Erica and her father share a
passion for theater. Mr. Cenci was
the publicity director for the
Westfield Community Players
(WCP) for over 25 years, stepping
down at the end of last season. He
started at WCP by playing the assis-
tant district attorney in Inherit the
Wind in 1981. He appeared in a few
more productions and then become
the publicity director when job de-
mands made it hard to commit to a
rehearsal schedule.

Erica and her dad had the opportu-
nity to share the stage only one time.
When she was in elementary school,
the WCP did a children’s theater
production of Story Time Fairy Tales.
In the Cinderella story, Erica was
cast as a member of the royal court
and her dad played the prime minis-
ter.

Chris was always passionate about
the arts as well, but his “roots were
in rock and roll.”

Chris began playing keyboards for
a few local bands while attending
WHS. Word spread of his talent and
he was subsequently offered a job
playing piano at JP Steven’s High
School in Edison for the theater
program’s production of The Wiz. “I
had never played anything like it,”
he said, referring to musical theater.
“It was a whole different monster.”

Chris remembers being exposed
to theater at a young age by his
mother, Linda Curcio, who was the
Arts & Entertainment Editor at The
Star-Ledger until the end of 2008.
She was responsible for theater cov-
erage in New Jersey and New York,
and voted in the Tony Awards.

“Chris became a real theater rat by
accompanying me to shows and
learned a lot about musical theater

Chris Curcio and Erica Cenci after a
recent performance of A Chorus Line.
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SHE CAN DO THAT...Erica Cenci, who portrays Bebe in the national tour of A
Chorus Line, strikes a pose.
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through that privilege,” Mrs. Curcio
said. “Sometimes, after a show, I’d
find him hanging around the stage
door, or chasing someone down the
street to get them to sign his Play-
bill.”

During high school, Erica taught
dance at a summer workshop for
kids held at The Paper Mill Play-
house in Millburn. “It was an awe-
some experience with a talented ros-
ter and staff,” she said. “I was creat-
ing an original production with the
kids while teaching them dance. It
was my intro into theater.”

After high school, Chris studied
composition for a year at University
of the Arts in Philadelphia before
transferring to Berkeley College in
Boston, where he focused on song
writing. Erica double majored in the-
ater and English at Muhlenberg Col-

lege in Allentown, PA.
Chris and Erica began adding to

their impressive resumes immedi-
ately after college. Chris went on
national tour playing keyboard for
Little Women and then Alter Boys, a
production he described as “a weird
show about a Christian boy band”
who’s mission is to reduce the num-
ber of lost souls in the audience by
the end of the performance.

Erica went on national tour with
Cats as Rumpleteazer, and in re-
gional productions, played the parts
of Tootles in Peter Pan, Kathy in
Company and was a Shimmy Girl in
a production of Smokey Joe’s Café.

Although they had not seen each
other for years, the two had not lost
touch. “We would talk every now
and then,” Chris said. They also kept

WCP to Present
A View From a Bridge

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) contin-
ues its 2010-2011 season with the
powerful drama, A View From a
Bridge, by noted American play-
wright Arthur Miller. The show opens
on Saturday, March 5, and runs week-
ends through March 26.

The play is set in 1950’s America,
in an Italian-American neighborhood
near the Brooklyn Bridge in New
York. Eddie Carbone is a Brooklyn
longshoresman who is obsessed with
his 17-year old niece, Catherine.
When Catherine falls in love with a
newly arrived illegal immigrant from
Italy, Eddie’s jealousy erupts in a
rage that consumes him, his family,
and his world.

The Westfield Community Player’s
production is directed by Steve
Lemenille of Clark and assisted by
Producer Lucille Bills of Scotch
Plains and Stage Manager Barbara
Ruban of Springfield. The cast fea-
tures A.J. Liana of Bayonne, Kristina

Hernandez of New Providence, An-
drea Barra of Hillsborough, Lou
Savarese of Randolph, Brian Remo
of North Plainfield, Maury Herman
of South Plainfield, Peter Curley of
Morristown, Ken Webb of Fanwood,
Greg Mele of Murray Hill, Jon
Robinson of Hillsborough, Kevin
Coulson of Westfield, and Joanne
Lemenille of Clark.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are invited
to a reception with cast and crew after
the final curtain.

 Funding has been made possible
in part by the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency of the National En-
dowment of the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

The theater is located at 1000 North
Avenue in Westfield. Tickets are $20
and can be reserved by calling the 24
hour tape at (908) 232-1221.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FEEL THE BEAT…Sharps and Flats, a select chorus at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, had the opportunity to dance and sing along side the world renowned
Newark Boys Choir at a Black History Month assembly held February 18.

251 North Avenue West, Westfield NJ   908-654-3300

Now Serving Milkshakes

Located in the North Avenue Train Station Parking Lot

**New Kids Menu**

Fast Curbside Service Available

WSO Announces
Anniversary Gala

WESTFIELD – The Board of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) and its Friends’ group will be
celebrating the role of the Arts in the
community with its annual gala un-
der the theme, “Spring Serenade” on
Saturday, March 26, at 6:30 p.m. at
Plainfield Country Club.

In making the announcement ear-
lier this week, Mark Fleder, Presi-
dent of the orchestra’s Board of Trust-
ees, also shared the news that events
management expert Alice Golembo
has agreed to help the WSO Board
plan and execute this year’s activities
which will include a cocktail recep-
tion, gourmet dinner and dancing to a
10-piece band, as well as live and
silent auctions.

A silent auction of items, donated
by over 50 local retailers, restaurants
and businesses, has been put together
by Ms. Golembo. The Silent Auction
will run throughout the evening, which
will culminate in the drawing of the
winners for the 50-50 cash raffle. Raffle
tickets may be purchased at the Sym-
phony office and winners need not be
present to claim a prize.

To learn more about Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra or to purchase gala
tickets ($185 per person) which may
be obtained on a first-come first-served
basis, the public is invited to call the
WSO office at (908) 232-9400 on
weekdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

For more information, visit WSO
on Facebook, or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

Former SP Resident Pens
“The First Ladies”

WILLIAMSBURG, VA – While
most people realize the influence
modern First Ladies have on the Presi-
dent, as well as on the presidency,
few people today realize the influ-
ence, both gentle and
overt, that past First La-
dies have exerted.

Author Feather
Schwartz Foster, a 30-
year resident of Scotch
Plains who recently
moved to Williamsburg,
VA, offers a glimpse of
those long-ago women
in her newest book, en-
titled: “The First Ladies:
An Intimate Portrait of
the Women Who Shaped
America.” Rather than a
tome of almanac facts,
or an attempt to convert day-to-day
accomplishments into political im-
pact, Foster has chosen to portray
them as the individuals they were,
with their personalities and influences
as perhaps, the way their husbands
saw them.

According to Foster, “It is essen-
tial to remember that these women,

with few exceptions, did not marry
presidents; they married men, and at
an age when the concerns of both
partners were on building a home, a
family and a life.”

Decidedly different
from their modern day
counterparts, our earli-
est First Ladies, long
neglected by history,
made their impact not in
terms of political policy
or broad social and civic
service, but instead with
unique, personal and of-
ten long-lasting accom-
plishments. In an age
when women were con-
signed to the back-
ground, dedicated to
motherhood and provid-

ing for their husband’s comfort, these
women were thrust into visibility,
often against their own desires. They
became the role models for their gen-
erations. They were what every par-
ent wished for their daughters, and
what every little girl wanted to be like
when she grew up. That in itself is no
small consideration.

SuzanneVega  at
Forum Theatre
Friday Night

METUCHEN – On Friday, Feb-
ruary 25, at 8 p.m., Suzanne Vega
will perform at the Forum Theatre.

Widely regarded as one of the
most brilliant songwriters of her
generation, Vega emerged as a lead-
ing figure of the folk-music re-
vival of the early 1980s when,
accompanying herself on acoustic
guitar, she sang what has been
labeled contemporary folk or neo-
folk songs of her own creation in
Greenwich Village clubs.

Since the release of her self-
titled, critically acclaimed 1985
debut album, she has given sold-
out concerts in many of the world’s
best-known halls.

The Forum Theatre is located at
314 Main Street in Metuchen. For
more information call (732) 548-
5600.

Multimedia
Exhibit at Les

Malamut
UNION - The Les Malamut Art

Gallery will host an exhibit entitled
“Unique Visions” from March 1
through April 29. Featured will be
twenty-five art works by six New
Jersey artists.

This multimedia exhibit includes
oil and pastel paintings, collages and
photography. The artists in the group
have been exhibiting together since
2008. They include Michal Barkai of
Livingston; Ann Frommer of
Chatham; Charles Miller of Ringoes;
Dorothy Siclare of Millington;
Doreen Valenza of Livingston; and
Rosalia Tignini of Roselle Park. These
award-winning artists promise an
exciting show. All artwork is for sale.

The Gallery is located on the lower
level of the Union Public Library
located at 1980 Morris Avenue in
Union. The exhibit is free and open to
the public during regular library
hours. It is handicapped accessible.

For further information visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com
or call (908) 851-5450.

NJWA to Offer
Kids ‘n Arts

WESTFIELD - Kids ‘n Arts, an
introduction to the creative and per-
forming arts for children ages three
to five, will now be joined by Tots ‘n’
Arts, an equally imaginative program
for children ages 24 to 36 months.

Both programs, which include age-
appropriate art, music and drama ex-
periences, will be held at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts located
at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

A unique program now in its eigh-
teenth year, Kids ‘n Arts has pro-
vided youngsters with a high quality
introduction to the creative arts in a
safe, comfortable and stimulating en-
vironment. Each week, the class will
focus on a book chosen for its cre-
ative excellence and relevance to the
children’s experience and interests.
Various activities are centered around
the themes of the book.

Parents may choose either of the
12 two-hour sessions on Thursdays
from 9:30 am to 11:30 am or 12:30
pm to 2:30 pm. Tuition for the class,
which begins on March 10 and ends
on June 2, is $384.

Tots ‘n’ Arts will meet for 12 ninety-
minute classes on Tuesdays, with a
choice of 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. or
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. Tuition for the
session is $290. Classes will begin on
March 8 and continue until May 31.

For additional information and a
brochure on  any program of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, please
call (908) 789-9696, visit the NJWA
studios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Dorothy Siclare’s Mussels and Lemons


