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Cranford Cougars, Brearley Bears Tie; Blue Devils Finish 3rd at District 11 Mat Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

have a lot bigger fish to catch for the
regions and states. We are going to
enjoy the success a little bit, then we
are going to look forward to the big-
ger picture,” Markovich said.

Earlier, Rotondo recorded a 13-1
majority decision over Justin
Rodriguez (L) then he used a series of
head-and-arm walk-around
takedowns to grab a 13-4, majority
decision over Raider Dom Natale in
the semis.

“What really worked for me was
my coach really pushing me. That
extra toughness! That’s what it is!
Sometimes, you make little mistakes,
and you got to rebound from those
mistakes, make sure you correct
them,” Rotondo said.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis spent
less than two minutes to win his sec-
ond 103-lb championship when he
pinned Giovanni Fillipone with an

arm bar in 36 seconds in the semifi-
nals then pinned Nick Tekula (L) in
1:02 with a wrist-and-half nelson in
the finals.

“After all my experience in high
school, I will never take any match
for granted. You have to prepare for
every match. You got to get ready
mentally and physically,” Kalimtzis
said.

Cougar Mike Helmstetter recorded
a 2:47 pin then advanced to the 112-
lb finals by pinning James Thevenin
(E) with a cradle in 3:34. Thevenin
did, however, nearly catch
Helmstetter in headlock.

“It was hard to break him down the
first time. I tried a tight waist and
ankle. It didn’t work, so I tried chop-
ping the arm to put him in a bar. I got
some back points, but I couldn’t pin

him. When I tried it again, his head
popped up, so I just grabbed it,”
Helmstetter explained.

Helmstetter really turned on the
burners in the title bout with Isaac
Valentin (R) to claim an 11-1, major-
ity decision.

“This is definitely one of the best
matches I have had all year. Once I
got him down, I had to hold onto that
tight waist,” Helmstetter said.

Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky, nursing
an injured knee, pinned Christian
Simoes (E) in 1:41, then added a
cushion with a two-point tilt en route
to a 4-1 victory over Raider Mike
Steinfeld to reach the 140-lb final.

“I had to stay out a few weeks and
worked some occasional mobility in
my knee. My conditioning might be a
little less than I wanted. I can’t really
control too much about my knee, but
I just worked through it,” Skibitsky

said. “He is a good wrestler. He’s
tough to take down even if you are
100 percent healthy. Once I got that
half [nelson], I knew I was in good
position to win the match.”

Skibitsky had to forfeit the title
bout to Nick Lospinoso (B). Steinfeld
regrouped to place third with an 8-1
decision over Cougar Eric Knight.

Cougar JP Christiano recorded a
1:08 fall in the 160-lb quarterfinals,
then used an arm bar to pin Blue
Devil Mike DeLouisa in 3:17 to reach
the finals to face Travis Foster (L).
Christiano won, 7-1, but one of his
reversals resembled more of a
takedown.

“I stood up and his leg was right in
front of me, so I thought, go for the
takedown right there. When I lift my
guys, I have a lot more control, be-
cause they are not able to react as
well,” Christiano said.

Raider heavyweight Anthony Tufaro
pinned Cougar Ryan Farrell in 47
seconds, then used a half nelson and a
body press to pin Blue Devil Kyle
Kania in 3:32 to advance to the final to
face top-seeded Austin Frank (L).

“I got the arm, and he had his
shoulder up, so I had to get that [arm]
under him. Once I got under him, I
caught his head, and he went over,”
Tufaro said of his bout with Kania.

Looking ahead to his championship
bout with Frank, “Tufaro said, “I
wrestled him before. I lost 4-1. He is a
good wrestler, and I hope not to make
the mistake that I made before.”

Tufaro did not make that particular
mistake, and he was entangled in a 2-
2 tie late in the third period, but his
second warning for stalling awarded
Frank a penalty point and a 3-2 win.

After recording a 1:57 fall at 125-
lbs, Cougar Ian Henry recorded two
reversals, an escape, a takedown and
finally a two-point tilt to defeat Adrian
Betancourt (L) in the semis.

“I lost to him in districts last year.
He teched me then he caught me in a
cradle this year. I knew I had to get
him this time. Always say third time
is a charm! I worked my legs, but I
tried not to get in too much trouble,”
Henry said.

In the 125-lb championship bout,
Henry came up on the short side of an
11-1, majority decision to Anthony
Rice (B).

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku, after los-
ing a 5-3, overtime heartbreaker to
D’Ondre Floyd (E) in the 135-lb
semis, rebounded to record three
takedowns, a reversal, an escape and
a penalty point to grab a 10-1, major-
ity decision over Lamar Cooper (L)
to advance to the regions.

“I focused on the match. My
mindset was on the mat. I tried to
wear him down. I knew he was going
to break down after the first couple of
minutes,” Opoku said.

Blue Devil Kieran Cline bounced
back from a 4-0 setback to Anthony
Tancs (B) in the 189-lb semis to de-
feat Cougar Rob Kessler, 6-3, for
third place and a trip to the regions.
Cline did, however, spot Kessler two
points when he missed on a takedown
attempt in the first period.

“I was trying to do the throw-by, but
I should have gotten more motion.
Instead, I threw him into my leg,”
Cline explained. “I had to win this
match or I was done for the season.”

Cougar Corey Markovitch, wres-
tling up two weight classes, recorded
a 5:30 pin, then “squeezed” out a 3-2
decision over Blue Devil Erik
Gozdieski to reach the 171-lb finals
where he dropped a 13-1, majority
decision to Dillon Geoghegan, who
was ranked seventh in the state.

Cougar Ray El-Khoury placed third
at 215-lbs with a 3-1 decision over
Chris Gonzalez (L), and Cougar Head

Coach Darren Torsone received the
District 11 Coach of the Year Award.

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND:
189: — Maurice McCullers (E) md Tancs
(B), 13-4
215: — Urayoan Garcia (R) d Greg Rice
(B), 6-1
Hwt: — Frank (L) d Tufaro (S), 3-2
103: — Kalimtzis (W) p Tekula (L), 1:02
112: — Helmstetter (C) md Valentin (R),
11-1
119: — Giaccio (C) md Madonia (B), 14-
4
125: — Rice (B) md Henry (C), 11-1
130: — Markovich (C) p Rotondo (W),
2”45
135: — Justin Becker (R) d Floyd (E), 8-
4
140: — Lospinoso (B) won forfeit over
Skibitsky (W)
145: — DiGiovanni (C) d Ries (B), 4-2 OT
152: — Barber (W) d Geoghegan (B), 3-
1 OT
160: — Christiano (C) d Foster (L), 7-1
171: — Geoghegan (B) md Markovich
(C), 13-1

THIRD PLACE ROUND:
103: — Eric Melendez (R) p Giovanni
Fillipone (B), 0:24
112: — Dylan Oliva (B) d James
Thevenin (E), 2-1
119: — Delwin Gabriel (NC) d Daniel
Tibere (L), 4-2
125: — Adrian Betancourt (L) p Tyler
Zihlbauer (R), 0:42
130: — Dom Martinez (B) md Dom Natale
(S), 10-2
135: — Ellis Opoku (W) md Lamar Coo-
per (L), 10-1
140: — Mike Steinfeld (S) d Eric Knight
(C), 8-1
145: — Colin Barber (W) d Danny Walsh
(R), 3-2
152: — Diego Chavez (R) p Jim Dwyer
(C), 2:56
160: — Brian Pyrus (R) d Mike DeLouisa
(W), 9-3
171: — Ezekiel Villafava (E) p Erik
Gozdieski (W), 0:29
189: — Kieran Cline (W) d Rob Kessler
(C), 6-3
215: — Ray El-Khoury (C) d Chris
Gonzalez (L), 3-1
Hwt: — Laziek Jones (R) d Kyle Kania
(W), 5-2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR AN OPENING…Blue Devil Mike DeLouisa, right, looks for an opening in Rahway Indian Brian Pyrus’
stance during the 160-lb third-place bout. Pyrus won, 9-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING AN ARM BAR, TIGHT WAIST…Cougar Mike Helmstetter, top, works an arm bar, tight waist on Rahway’s
Isaac Valentin in the 112-lb championship bout. Helmstetter won an 11-1, majority decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CATCHING HIM WITH A PETERSON…Cougar JP Christiano, top, catches Linden Tiger Travis Foster with a Peterson
roll in the 160-lb title bout. Christiano captured the title with a 7-1 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING WRIST CONTROL…Blue Devil Kieran Cline, top, tries to control Cougar Rob Kessler’s wrists in the 189-lb
third-place bout. Cline won, 13-4.
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