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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

WF’s BARBER, KALIMTZIS WIN TITLES; COUGAR DiGIOVANNI WINS O.W.

Cougars, Bears Tie for District Mat Title,
Blue Devils Finish 3rd, Claim 2 Champs

McCOY, McKEARY NET 14 EACH; KLOTZ SINKS 12 PTS

Lady Cougar Cagers Outman
Raider Basketballers, 46-32

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven Cranford High School Cou-
gars stepped onto the mat in the cham-
pionship round and five stepped off
with titles, which gave them just
enough points to tie the Brearley Bears
(B) for the team championship with
194 points at the District 11 Tourna-
ment in Westfield on February 19.

The Westfield Blue Devils, who
claimed two champs and qualified
seven for the Region 3 Tournament,
were next with 146 points. Rahway
(R) placed fourth at 126, followed by
Linden (L) at 91.5, Elizabeth (E) at
67.5, Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) at
41, Newark Central (NC) at 9 and
Shabazz with 2.

Cougar Matt DiGiovanni picked
up his 97th career victory when he
pinned Blue Devil Colin Barber with
a wrist-and-arm bar in 3:35 to ad-
vance to the 145-lb finals.

“Colin kept coming at me, and I
knew I had to look for my one shot. I

hit a high crotch. On bottom, he lined
up on my other side, so I switched.
Then off the scramble, I caught his
arm and put it into an arm bar. I took
my time and set it up so it would be
perfect,” DiGiovanni described.

But DiGiovanni was not aware that
he was on the verge of playing the
starring role in the tournament in his
title bout with Brearley’s Dan Ries,
ranked fifth in the state and who could
be known as the “Master of the Tilt”.

“He beat me twice this year. I
watched a lot of tapes, tried to break
it apart and come back with a new
strategy this time and see if it is going
to work for me.”

It did! Just like he had done in an
upset victory over Seton Hall Prep’s
Lou Mascola, who was ranked fourth
at 140-lbs, at the Finn Tournament on
January 14, DiGiovanni warded off
Ries’ takedown attempt to carry a 2-
2 tie into overtime. He then took Ries
to the mat to grab a 4-2 victory and
the title. His win also earned him the
Outstanding Wrestler Award.

“He had beaten me handily twice
before. I knew I had to work as hard
as I could in each position to capture
the win. I brought my game. I hit each
point I needed to. I am happy, but we
still got regions. I’ve got to keep
wrestling,” DiGiovanni said.

Colin Barber kept his focus to claim
a 3-2 victory over Dan Walsh (R) and
earn a trip to the regions. Barber took
Walsh to the mat with a lateral drop,
added an escape in the second period
then controlled him from the top the
entire third period.

“The third period, I was up by one.
I was going to pick neutral, but I
decided to ride him out for the win,”
said Barber, who added, “I should try
to work harder to get him to his back.”

Blue Devil Christian Barber, ranked
second in the state at 152-lbs prior to
the tournament, recorded a 33-second
fall to reach the final to face an old foe
in Devin Geoghegan (B), whom he
had beaten twice before in very close
bouts. Each wrestler recorded an es-
cape in regulation then Barber scored
a double-leg takedown to win 3-1.

“I was going into this match really
confident. I said to myself I had to
win this match. There’s no way I can

lose this. He is definitely one of the
top wrestlers I have wrestled, maybe
the toughest, but I expect to beat him
every time,” Barber said.

Two Cougars made school history.
Cougar Joe Giaccio, after pinning

Dan Tibere (L) in 2:15 at 119-lbs, put
on a takedown clinic and added a tilt
near-fall to claim a 14-4, majority
decision over Anthony Madonia (B)
to capture his fourth District 11 title.

“It’s nice to be on the list of four-
time district champions. I worked
hard for it. I tied up his wrists when I
was on top. I worked all my turns, my
tilts, but I felt pretty good on my feet.
I took him down a few times again. I
started cutting him and letting him up
to get a bigger lead. With about 30
seconds left, I think I took him down
three times,” Giaccio said.

Cougar Kyle Markovitch prevailed,
8-0, over a very strong Dom Martinez
(B) to advance to the 130-lb finals.

“It was more difficult to set up my
shots and do what I needed to do. You
got to feel them out a little bit at first,
then see where they are strong and
see where their weaknesses were. It
just takes a little more time to set it
up,” Markovich said. “Aside from
that kid from Elizabeth [D’Ondre
Floyd], he was the strongest kid I
wrestled this year.”

In his title bout with Blue Devil
Nick Rotondo, Markovitch
“grapevined” his way to his fourth
district title with a 2:45 fall, using an
under hook and front arm bar. Before
the pin, Markovitch racked up back
points with a pair of grapevine-and-
throat hook maneuvers and a guillo-
tine.

“I am happy for Joe [Giaccio] and
I. We worked really hard for this
together throughout the four years. I
am glad our work paid off, but we
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“Man” defense seemed to be the
fare for the “Play for Pink” high
school girls basketball game between
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Cranford
in Scotch Plain on February 18. The
18-4 Lady Cougars had their man
defense working a little more in a 46-
32 victory over the 14-9 Raiders.

Although the Cougars spread the
wealth in rebounds among the five
starters, guard Jess McCoy led with
seven rebounds and three steals, while
adding a blocked shot.

“We both played really tough man
defense. We stopped their inside
game, and I hope that we stopped
their outside game,” McCoy said.
“They started in a zone, but once they
went to man, we were just trying to
work our plays and work to the end,
so we get the best shot we could.”

The Cougars keyed on Raider for-
ward Aysia Peterson and guard Evie
Klotz. Peterson pulled 15 rebounds
(8 offensive) and finished with eight
points, two assists, two steals and a
blocked shot. Klotz led the Raiders
with 12 points (four 3-pointers). Tay-
lor Sebolao scored six points and
finished with three steals, two assists
and two rebounds.

“[Number 24 and 22]! [Klotz] is a
good outside shooter, and 24
[Peterson] is very strong with the ball
inside. She is very strong. Even if you
are boxing out, it doesn’t matter. She
will push you out of the way to get the
ball. Those were two girls that we
needed to make sure that we were in
the right spots on defense to help,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

“We had to definitely look out for
number 24 [Peterson], because she is
really strong on the boards. When she
gets the ball, she is pretty hard to
stop. Number 22 [Klotz], their point
guard, she started hitting those threes
at the end. [Number] 23 [Sebolao],
she’s also another shooter, and the
rest of their players are so fast,”
McCoy said.

Cougars Morgan Miller (2 steals,
blocked shot), Kate McGovern (2
blocked shots, steal) and Mairead
McKeary (steal) all had four re-
bounds, and Jenna Goeller (steal) had
five rebounds.

“That’s what we have they been
working on, defense and rebound-
ing,” Coach Dyer said.

Offensively, the Cougars were pa-
tient with the ball and worked it
around until they found an open per-
son.

“We have done a really good job
starting in practice, working on being
more patient on offense. There is no
reason to rush anything, especially at
the beginning of the game. Then to-
ward the end when you have a lead,
we want to keep the lead, so being
patient and not forcing anything is
key for us,” Coach Dyer said.

The result was an abundance of
assists. Miller finished with four as-
sists and finished with 12 points.
McCoy, who had an assist, sank 14
points. McGovern had two assists
and finished with four points, and
Goeller had an assist and two points,
but McKeary added three assists and
tied McCoy for the lead in scoring
with 14 points.

“I want to say that might have been
one of the best games she has had this
season,” Coach Dyer said of
McKeary. “She had three offensive
rebounds in the first half, which is
good, especially when she is a small
guard. She is a fighter. She went out
there, and she got it.”

“Mairead really stepped it up big
time. I think she started us off with
the lead. She was strong on the boards.
She had a lot of foul shots at the end.
She was really on today. She worked
really hard,” McCoy said.

Miller started the game with a 3-
pointer, and McKeary followed with
a pair of 2-pointers. Klotz nailed her
first 3-pointer, but the Cougars won
the first quarter, 11-9. The Cougars
followed with a 12-4, second quarter
to grab a 23-13 lead at the half.

Klotz buried her second 3-pointer,
and McCoy scored six points, but the
Raiders narrowly won the third quar-
ter, 10-9. Down by nine points, the
Raiders had to shoot from 3-point
range in the fourth quarter. Klotz hit
two 3-pointers, and Kate Harper (4
points, 2 rebounds) nailed one 3-
pointer. Fouling was also necessary,
and the Cougars went to the line and
sank eight of nine free throws to
ensure victory.
Cranford 11 12   9 14 46
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   9   4 10   9 32
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FOUR-TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMP…Cougar Joe Giaccio, right, defeated Brearley’s Anthony Madonia, 14-4, at 119-lbs
to capture his fourth District 11 crown. Teammate Kyle Markovich (130-lbs) also captured his fourth District 11 crown.
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DRIBBLING BY HER DEFENDER…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, attempts to dribble around Raider defender Aysia
Peterson in the Play for Pink game in Scotch Plains on February 18.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.
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divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
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