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Cougars, Bears Tie; Blue Devils 3rd in District
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Two Cougars made school history.
Cougar Joe Giaccio, after pinning

Dan Tibere (L) in 2:15 at 119 lbs., put
on a takedown clinic and added a tilt
near-fall to claim a 14-4, majority
decision over Anthony Madonia (B)
to capture his fourth District 11 title.

“It’s nice to be on the list of four-
time district champions. I worked
hard for it. I tied up his wrists when I
was on top. I worked all my turns, my
tilts, but I felt pretty good on my feet.
I took him down a few times again. I
started cutting him and letting him up
to get a bigger lead. With about 30
seconds left, I think I took him down
three times,” Giaccio said.

Cougar Kyle Markovitch prevailed,
8-0, over a very strong Dom Martinez
(B) to advance to the 130-lb. finals.

“It was more difficult to set up my
shots and do what I needed to do. You
got to feel them out a little bit at first,
then see where they are strong and
see where their weaknesses were. It
just takes a little more time to set it
up,” Markovich said. “Aside from
that kid from Elizabeth [D’Ondre
Floyd], he was the strongest kid I
wrestled this year.”

In his title bout with Blue Devil Nick
Rotondo, Markovitch “grapevined” his
way to his fourth district title with a
2:45 fall, using an under hook and front

arm bar. Before the pin, Markovitch
racked up back points with a pair of
grapevine-and-throat hook maneuvers
and a guillotine.

“I am happy for Joe [Giaccio] and
I. We worked really hard for this
together throughout the four years. I
am glad our work paid off, but we
have a lot bigger fish to catch for the
regions and states. We are going to
enjoy the success a little bit, then we
are going to look forward to the big-
ger picture,” Markovich said.

Earlier, Rotondo recorded a 13-1
majority decision over Justin
Rodriguez (L) then he used a series of
head-and-arm walk-around
takedowns to grab a 13-4, majority
decision over Raider Dom Natale in
the semis.

“What really worked for me was
my coach really pushing me. That
extra toughness! That’s what it is!
Sometimes, you make little mistakes,
and you got to rebound from those
mistakes, make sure you correct
them,” Rotondo said.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis spent
less than two minutes to win his sec-
ond 103-lb. championship when he
pinned Giovanni Fillipone (B) with
an arm bar in 36 seconds in the semi-
finals then pinned Nick Tekula (L) in
1:02 with a wrist-and-half nelson in

the finals.
“After all my experience in high

school, I will never take any match for
granted. You have to prepare for every
match. You got to get ready mentally
and physically,” Kalimtzis said.

Cougar Mike Helmstetter recorded
a 2:47 pin then advanced to the 112-
lb. finals by pinning James Thevenin
(E) with a cradle in 3:34. Thevenin
did, however, nearly catch Helmstetter
in headlock.

“It was hard to break him down the
first time. I tried a tight waist and
ankle. It didn’t work, so I tried chop-
ping the arm to put him in a bar. I got
some back points, but I couldn’t pin
him. When I tried it again, his head
popped up, so I just grabbed it,”
Helmstetter explained.

Helmstetter really turned on the
burners in the title bout with Isaac
Valentin (R) to claim an 11-1, major-
ity decision.

“This is definitely one of the best
matches I have had all year. Once I
got him down, I had to hold onto that
tight waist,” Helmstetter said.

Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky, nursing
an injured knee, pinned Christian
Simoes (E) in 1:41, then added a
cushion with a two-point tilt en route
to a 4-1 victory over Raider Mike
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BI-LEVEL

Mountainside. This 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath cheerful Bi-Level home,
with gleaming hardwood floors, has been lovingly maintained and
renovated. It boasts a great in-law suite with a new kitchen, as well as
an updated main kitchen with Sub-Zero and KitchenAid appliances.
The Master Bedroom has a walk-in closet and full Bath Room
complete with a jetted tub. A beautiful wood deck overlooks the level,
tranquil yard.

Thomas Quinn
Top Sales for the Month of January

Martha

Schilling

RANCH

Westfield. Custom 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Brick Ranch with large
rooms. Hardwood throughout. "Sun tunnel" lights in kitchen &
hallway. Basement with summer kitchen and Wood Burning Fireplace.
Living Room with Wood Burning Fireplace. Temperature controlled
room, perfect for a wine cellar! Large walk up attic with stairs in place
to complete second story expansion.

James

McLoughlin

SPLIT

Scotch Plains. Great Parkwood Location. Large 4 Bedroom, 2.5
Bath Split featuring a Formal Dining Room with a bay window,
Living Room with a Wood Burning Fireplace, new Powder Room, a
large Family Room, all on a beautifully landscaped property. This
home also features a large 3rd floor Bedroom, a newer roof, and
hardwood floors under the carpet.

Don

Villane

CENTER HALL COLONIAL - D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

Fanwood. Another finely crafted home by D. Villane Construction
LLC. This 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Traditional CHC newly constructed home
sits on nearly .5 acre! EIK opens to a bright Family Room & features Granite
countertops and Stainless Steel appliances. Detailed trim and custom
ceilings are a few of the many fine qualities featured in this new home. The
spacious sun filled basement is pre-plumbed for a full bath, fully insulated
and ready to finish, and includes a sliding glass door to a large backyard.

Brendan

Keegel

COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. This pristine 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial is absolute
perfection. Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family Room with
wood burning fireplace, partially finished basement with den, laundry and
utility rooms, Underground Lawn Sprinkler, Privacy Fence, Central Air,
2 car attached garage, nestled on a quiet cul-de-sac.

Associate of the Month

McCOY, McKEARY NET 14 EACH; KLOTZ SINKS 12 PTS.

Lady Cougar Cagers Outman
Raider Basketballers, 46-32

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Man” defense seemed to be the
fare for the “Play for Pink” high school
girls basketball game between Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Cranford in
Scotch Plain on February 18. The 18-
4 Lady Cougars had their man de-
fense working a little more in a 46-32
victory over the 14-9 Raiders.

Although the Cougars spread the
wealth in rebounds among the five
starters, guard Jess McCoy led with
seven rebounds and three steals, while
adding a blocked shot.

“We both played really tough man
defense. We stopped their inside
game, and I hope that we stopped
their outside game,” McCoy said.
“They started in a zone, but once they
went to man, we were just trying to
work our plays and work to the end,
so we got the best shot we could.”

The Cougars keyed on Raider for-
ward Aysia Peterson and guard Evie
Klotz. Peterson pulled 15 rebounds
(8 offensive) and finished with eight
points, two assists, two steals and a

blocked shot. Klotz led the Raiders
with 12 points (four 3-pointers). Tay-
lor Sebolao scored six points and
finished with three steals, two assists
and two rebounds.

“[Number 24 and 22]! [Klotz] is a
good outside shooter, and 24
[Peterson] is very strong with the ball
inside. She is very strong. Even if you
are boxing out, it doesn’t matter. She
will push you out of the way to get the
ball. Those were two girls that we
needed to make sure that we were in
the right spots on defense to help,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

“We had to definitely look out for
number 24 [Peterson], because she is
really strong on the boards. When she
gets the ball, she is pretty hard to stop.
Number 22 [Klotz], their point guard,
she started hitting those threes at the
end. [Number] 23 [Sebolao], she’s
also another shooter, and the rest of
their players are so fast,” McCoy said.

Cougars Morgan Miller (2 steals,
blocked shot), Kate McGovern (2
blocked shots, steal) and Mairead
McKeary (steal) all had four rebounds,

and Jenna Goeller (steal) had five
rebounds.

“That’s what we have they been
working on, defense and rebound-
ing,” Coach Dyer said.

Offensively, the Cougars were pa-
tient with the ball and worked it around
until they found an open person.

“We have done a really good job
starting in practice, working on being
more patient on offense. There is no
reason to rush anything, especially at
the beginning of the game. Then to-
ward the end when you have a lead,
we want to keep the lead, so being
patient and not forcing anything is
key for us,” Coach Dyer said.

The result was an abundance of
assists. Miller finished with four as-
sists and finished with 12 points.
McCoy, who had an assist, sank 14
points. McGovern had two assists
and finished with four points, and
Goeller had an assist and two points,
but McKeary added three assists and
tied McCoy for the lead in scoring
with 14 points.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET THEIR HANDS ON THE BALL…Raider Rebecca Kreyer, No. 21, and Evie Klotz, No. 22, along with
Cougar Jenna Goeller, No. 4, try to snag a loose ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VERY COMPETITIVE STRUGGLE…Blue Devil Ellis Opoku, left, tries to maintain control of Elizabeth Minuteman
D’Ondre Floyd in the 135-lb. semifinal bout.


