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Raider Boys Burn Blue Devils in UCT Hoops
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

PETERSON NOTCHES 26 PTS., 22 RBS; KLOTZ SINKS 18

Lady Raider Cagers Advance,
Top Summit, 61-57, in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shifting from a zone defense to a
man-to-man defense seemed to be a
successful formula change that al-
lowed the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team to
focus more keenly on its attack game
against the Summit Hilltoppers in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament in Rahway on February 17.

That defensive shift plus the scor-
ing and rebounding success of senior
forward Aysia Peterson and the scor-
ing of senior guard Evie Klotz led to
a 61-57 victory.

Peterson came to life under the
boards in an ever-increasing manner
and finished with a game-high 22
rebounds, which included 14 in the
second half. Twelve of her rebounds
were on the offensive side and four
led to put backs.

“I sound like a broken record. She
is capable of grabbing any rebound
that she wants. She has to want every

rebound, and when she does, it makes
the difference in the game,” Raider
Head Coach Jen Ryan said.

“I am happy about that. I had to get
in there and box out, and that was
what I was doing. Towards the end,
every time I did that, they fouled me
and put me on the line,” Peterson
said.

Peterson, who had three assists,
also led all scorers with 26 points,
and 12 of her points did come from
the free throw line. Interestingly, she
was one-for-two from the line in the
first half, so the remainder of her
throws came in the second half when
she increased her attacking of the
offensive boards.

“Foul shooting was extremely im-
portant today. Probably, the only rea-
son we won this game was because
we got to the foul line, shot and made
it,” Peterson said. “Our foul shooting
has come a long way since the begin-
ning of the season.”

Klotz, who had six rebounds (3

offensive), three assists and two steals,
finished with 18 points, and once she
began driving toward the basket in
the fourth quarter, she too drew fouls
and was awarded free trips to the line
where she hit four of her first six
throws.

“We started doing that [driving to
the basket] before halftime, so when
we went into the second half, coach
told us to keep doing it. It was work-
ing. We are not going to stop doing
something that’s working,” Klotz said.

“I count on them. I see our expres-
sions on our faces, and I see the
confidence, when I looked at Aysia
tonight and I see it, and in Evie’s eyes
too. They wanted to win this game,”
Coach Ryan said.

The Raiders began the game in a
zone defense, and the Hilltoppers
immediately banged out two 3-point-
ers, then added two more to grab a 19-
13, first-quarter lead. The Hilltoppers
added another 3-pointer midway
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lay-up and followed with a slam dunk
to give the Raiders a 34-33 lead. Each
team added four points to end the
quarter, 38-37.

Dougher opened the final quarter
with a 3-pointer then Keegan Hess
sank his three free throws. Garfinkel
followed with a steal that he con-
verted to a lay-up. From there, Hess
received assists on four straight lay-
ups that gave the Blue Devils a 50-42
lead. Oliver tossed a wrench into
Westfield’s run with his fourth 3-
pointer and followed with a pair of
free throws. Hess got under the board
for two points but injured his ankle
with 1:52 on the clock.

“That kind of hurt him at the end,
but he’s a tough, tough kid, tough to
play against,” said Coach Doherty,
who added, “They are extremely well-
coached. They do great things. We
knew it was going to be a battle.”

Dougher nailed a 3-pointer 20 sec-
onds later to narrow the gap to two
points. Hess came back into the game
and added a lay-up. Dougher matched
the 2-pointer then Byers created a
steal and fired the ball down court to
Oliver, who hit his final 3-pointer,
giving the Raiders a one-point lead.

“I wasn’t really paying attention to
the score. We just wanted to take it a
possession at a time. When we get a
ball off, just push it and try to get an
open basket,” Oliver said.

The Blue Devils came down court
determined to score the final basket,
but Jegede had other ideas and inter-
cepted an inside pass and shuffled off
to Dougher, who was fouled.

“I saw that he was looking to pass.
When it comes to winning games,
defense comes first. That was what
we were looking to do,” Jegede ex-
plained.

Dougher hit both free throws then
another foul allowed the Raiders to
sink the final two points.

“Chuck hits big shots. That’s what
good players do. Even when you are
down a little, he keeps looking for a
shot. He’s got cool water in his hands,”
Coach Doherty said.

“I have been in a slump recently. I
hurt my back. I am not at 100 percent
right not, but I just have to keep
playing. My team needs me, and I am
a warrior. I am going to keep playing
no matter what,” Oliver said.

The Raiders were to face unde-
feated, No. 1 St. Patrick’s on Febru-
ary 19 in Rahway.

“We are not going into the game
looking to lose. We are looking to put
up a good fight,” Jegede said.
Westfield 11 11 15 17 54
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8 13 17 21 59

an assist and a steal.
“Patrick, I thought, was tremen-

dous. He was doing everything,”
Coach Doherty said.

The Raiders also dished out nu-
merous assists, especially Ian Johnson
and Tim Bonacum, who each had
three, and Anthony Byers, who had a
key assist late in the game.

“Anthony Byers came in. He got
loose balls. He scored on a follow. He
got that rebound,” commented Coach
Doherty.

“We were taking what the defense
gives us. We were not trying to force
it. If you have a clean shot, take it. Pat
can shoot. I can shoot. Dominick
[Gonzalez] can shoot. We have a lot
of shooters, so if we spread the floor,
it’s hard to defend,” Oliver said.

Jegede rolled in 12 points, blocked
two shots and had a pair of steals, but
he also matched Greenspan with 13
rebounds.

“Going into the game, coach told
us that they were a little stronger than
most of the teams we were playing.
So I just had to man up, box out and
try to get the rebounds,” Jegede said.

“We dominated them on the boards,
which I didn’t expect, and it was
pretty much Matt dominating them
on the boards,” Coach Doherty said.

Keegan Hess hit a 3-pointer at the
buzzer to end the first quarter, 11-8, in
favor of Westfield. The Blue Devils
spread their lead to 22-11 late in the
second quarter, but Jegede sank a lay-
up and a free throw, and Oliver nailed a
jumper. Westfield was called for a tech-
nical, and Dougher went to the line and
sank both free throws. Next, Oliver got
the ball and banged a 3-pointer to end
the half at 22-21 Westfield.

Using smart inside passing, the Blue
Devils opened a 33-27 lead in the
third quarter, but Oliver banged an-
other 3-pointer, and Jegede rolled in a

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TOWARD THE BASKET…Raider Renee Oliver, No. 25, drives toward the basket in the Union County
Tournament game against Summit. The Raiders won, 61-57.
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Spacious custom home w/4BR 3.1BA, LR w/brick fplc, gorgeous wood floors, FDR w/
built-in corner cabinet & much more. Situated on over 1/4 acre of parklike property.

Stunning spacious custom Col w/winter view & elegant foyer. Updt '89 & '96, Pos-
sible in-law/home office,  hwd flrs,  Lrg Kit w/brkfst area & sgd to deck, & lots more!

Truly gracious Indian Forest custom built Colonial w/inviting foyer, elegant front-
to-back LR w/fpl, sunny FR, Lib w/built-ins. DIR: Lawrence/Wathung Fork/Lenape

Adorable Cape in great quiet locn! Updtd Eat in Kit w/appl. Newly updated Rec rm, wndws, furn '05, updt
bath, new vinyl siding & gutters '06, refin hwd flrs & lots more! DIR: Westfield Rd/Coles/Park View

Elegant 4BR 2.1BA Colonial home on a 0.735 acre of park-like prop in
the desirable Ashbrook section of Scotch Plains. DIR: Raritan to Michael

Warm & inviting built 2008, Spacious kitchen, fam rm w/ fplc. Loads of wndws,
Master w/sitting rm w/fplce. 5BR 4BA 2-zone heat & 2 zone central air & lots more!

Million dollar view! Exquisite, spac & charming hm, perfect for entertaining. 1st
flr great rm/office or Mstr Ste, classic LR w/fpl, FDR, updt Kit, den, beaut grounds.

Charming Colonial Cape on quiet tree-lined street. Sparkling interior. Wonderful living space brimming
with desirable features. Private yard w/extensive perennial gardens. DIR: Corner of First and Hazel.

Historic scudder farmhouse in excellent condition. Updated w/o compromising charm
& character incl kitchen & baths. Private location. Wonderfully private yet close to all!

Turn of the Century Charmer. Grand entry foyer. LR w/parlor & fplc. Wrap around
porch, addl entertainment space.  New wndws, repaved drwy & more improv.

Stunning totally updtd 5BR Dutch Colonial w/2storey addn & low taxes!
Gourmet eat in kit w/ss appl. Professional landscaping & pvt fenced yard.

NEW LISTING! Quintessential Center Hall Colonial Westfield charmer! Wide veranda
style front porch. Open floor plan with very spacious rooms. Loaded with updates!
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