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WF’s BARBER, KALIMTZIS WIN TITLES; COUGAR DiGIOVANNI WINS O.W.

Cougars, Bears Tie for District Mat Title;
Blue Devils Finish 3rd, Claim 2 Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven Cranford High School Cou-
gars stepped onto the mat in the cham-
pionship round and five stepped off
with titles, which gave them just
enough points to tie the Brearley Bears
(B) for the team championship with
194 points at the District 11 Tourna-
ment in Westfield on February 19.

The Westfield Blue Devils, who
claimed two champs and qualified
seven for the Region 3 Tournament,
were next with 146 points. Rahway
(R) placed fourth at 126, followed by
Linden (L) at 91.5, Elizabeth (E) at
67.5, Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) at
41, Newark Central (NC) at 9 and
Shabazz with 2.

Cougar Matt DiGiovanni picked
up his 97th career victory when he
pinned Blue Devil Colin Barber with
a wrist-and-arm bar in 3:35 to ad-

vance to the 145-lb. finals.
“Colin kept coming at me, and I

knew I had to look for my one shot. I
hit a high crotch. On bottom, he lined
up on my other side, so I switched.
Then off the scramble, I caught his
arm and put it into an arm bar. I took
my time and set it up so it would be
perfect,” DiGiovanni described.

But DiGiovanni was not aware that
he was on the verge of playing the
starring role in the tournament in his
title bout with Brearley’s Dan Ries,
ranked fifth in the state and who could
be known as the “Master of the Tilt.”

“He beat me twice this year. I
watched a lot of tapes, tried to break
it apart and come back with a new
strategy this time and see if it is going
to work for me,” he said.

It did! Just like he had done in an
upset victory over Seton Hall Prep’s
Lou Mascola, who was ranked fourth
at 140 lbs., at the Finn Tournament
on January 14, DiGiovanni warded
off Ries’ takedown attempt to carry a
2-2 tie into overtime. He then took
Ries to the mat to grab a 4-2 victory
and the title. His win also earned him
the Outstanding Wrestler Award.

“He had beaten me handily twice
before. I knew I had to work as hard
as I could in each position to capture
the win. I brought my game. I hit
each point I needed to. I am happy,
but we still got regions. I’ve got to
keep wrestling,” DiGiovanni said.

Colin Barber kept his focus to claim
a 3-2 victory over Dan Walsh (R) and
earn a trip to the regions. Barber took
Walsh to the mat with a lateral drop,
added an escape in the second period
then controlled him from the top the

entire third period.
“The third period, I was up by one.

I was going to pick neutral, but I
decided to ride him out for the win,”
said Barber, who added, “I should try
to work harder to get him to his back.”

Blue Devil Christian Barber, ranked
second in the state at 152 lbs. prior to
the tournament, recorded a 33-second
fall to reach the final to face an old foe
in Devin Geoghegan (B), whom he
had beaten twice before in very close
bouts. Each wrestler recorded an es-
cape in regulation then Barber scored
a double-leg takedown to win 3-1.

“I was going into this match really
confident. I said to myself I had to
win this match. There’s no way I can
lose this. He is definitely one of the
top wrestlers I have wrestled, maybe
the toughest, but I expect to beat him
every time,” Barber said.Probitas Verus Honos

OLIVER SINKS 25 PTS., DOUGHER 15, HESS SCORES 27

Raider Boys Burn Blue Devils
In UC Hoops Tourney, 59-54

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider senior Charles Oliver sank
four of his five 3-pointers in very
crucial situations, one with 26.3 sec-
onds remaining, which put the eighth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
school boys basketball team on the
right path to a 59-54 victory over
ninth-seeded Westfield in the first
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment in Rahway on February 16.

The entire game was nothing short
of one team getting modest leads only
to have the other team come roaring
back to keep the score close by each
quarters’ end, especially in the fourth
quarter when the Raiders grasped a

one-point lead with 26.3 on the clock.
“That was a typical Westfield/

Scotch Plains game. You don’t know
who is going to win. You don’t know
which way it’s going. Just when some-
one thinks they have the game, the
other team comes storming back,”
Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty said.

Blue Devil Ryan Hess led all scor-
ers with 27 points and his brother
Keegan bucketed 17 points, which
included four 3-pointers and three
free throws, which came a result of
being fouled on a 3-point attempt.
Ryan Hess also grabbed seven re-
bounds and added a steal and a
blocked shot.

“Hess is a real good player. He is

going to find a way to score. That’s
what scorers do,” Oliver said.

Many of the Blue Devils’ points
did come as a result of some fine
assists dished out by Joe Greenspan
and Andrew Garfinkel. Greenspan,
who pulled down 13 rebounds and
finished with four points, had seven
assists, and Garfinkel, who also had
four points, added five assists. Point
guard Tim Younger contributed two
points and three rebounds.

Oliver, Pat Dougher and Matt
Jegede combined for 52 of the Raid-
ers’ points. Oliver finished with a
team-high 25 points and added four
rebounds, a steal and an assist.
Dougher finished with 15 points, in-
cluding a pair of 3-pointers in the
final quarter, and added two rebounds,
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Come See What We Are All About!
Membership at Metuchen Golf & Country Club gives you

an opportunity for quality enjoyment of your family’s free time.

Join us in a casual and relaxed atmosphere, meet some of our members, and tour our facilities at our

First Open House of the Year:
Friday March 4th, 6pm

Individuals and couples are welcome to attend, in casual business attire.

Conveniently located at 244 Plainfield Road in Edison, NJ  •  www.metuchengolf.com

Learn about our many fun programs for

children and families, from pool to the

golf course and club house.

All the benefits of membership
… for less than you imagine!

Our pool offers daily enjoyment from summer’s heat, swim team,
private instruction, full health club, games, social events, including

movie nights, theme nights, club parties and more!

Our club house offers many social and dining opportunities,
from the casual to the formal.

Our junior golf program features clinics, private lessons, intensive
programs, interclub matches and more.  All supervised by our PGA Pro.

·  18 Hole, 72 Par Championship Golf Course

·  Olympic Size Pool, with Many Social & Dining Advantages

·  Club House with 5 Dining Options, Locker Rooms, Health Club and Spacious Meeting Facilities

·  Pro Shop Fully Stocked with Equipment and Clothing

·  Practice Facilities Available, with PGA Professional Instruction

·  Activities for Junior Members, Swim Team, Golf Clinics and Golf Tournaments

Please RSVP by calling Matt Tolomeo at 732-548-4980  ext. 28

Metuchen Golf & Country Club

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING ROUND NUMBER 3…Blue Devil Christian Barber, right, works a Russian on Brearley Bear Devon
Geoghegan in the 152-lb. final. Barber, who defeated Geoghegan twice before in close bouts, won 3-1 in overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUARDING A RAIDER CLOSELY…Blue Devil Keegan Hess, right, pressures
Raider Ian Johnson in the Union County first-round game in Rahway on
February 16.

United States Hockey Team Wins
Olympic Gold – February 24, 1980


