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‘Ancient Sicily’ to Be Topic
At Historical Soc. Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Bruce Long will

discuss “Ancient Sicily” during a
slide/lecture program at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society. The
luncheon will take place at noon
on Wednesday, March 2, at the
Echo Lake Country Club, located
at 515 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

When Mr. Long married into a
Sici l ian-American family in
Westfield, they made it known to
him, in no uncertain terms, that
they were very proud to be “pure”
Sicilian. Since his only knowl-
edge of Sicily was that the island
had been invaded by several na-
tions over its long history, Mr.
Long decided to do some research
to see just what it meant to be
“pure” Sicilian.

He discovered that the island of
Sicily has had a long, proud and
very colorful history. His program
will cover the influences of the
Greeks, Romans and Muslims in
the early history of Sicily.

Mr. Long is a retired engineer

who spent the last 23 years of his
career with Prudential as vice-
president of engineering in its real
estate investment department. In
this role, he and his nationwide
staff of engineers were in charge
of all engineering aspects of
Prudential’s multi-billion-dollar
real estate portfolio.

Since his retirement from Pru-
dential, Mr. Long, a member of
the Westfield Historical Society,
has done volunteer work with the
Prudential Retirees Association
and Habitat for Humanity in
Plainfield, as well as some work
for both the Downtown Westfield
Corporation and the Westfield
Historical Society. He currently
also volunteers for the IRS’ Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance Pro-
gram, preparing tax returns for
the elderly and disabled.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a res-
ervation by calling (908) 233-2930
by noon on Monday, February 28.
The cost of the luncheon is $21,
including gratuity.

SHIELD AWARDS…Emergency responders from Fanwood and Scotch Plains
were honored February 16 at the Knights of Columbus, Father John S. Nelligan
Council’s annual Shield Awards ceremony at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. This year’s recipients included Volunteer EMT
Jeff Pate, Fanwood Rescue Squad; Firefighter Bruce Padulsky, Fanwood Volun-
teer Fire Department; Patrolman Nick Mauro, Fanwood Police Department;
Jennifer Speth, Scotch Plains Rescue Squad; Firefighter Carmen Grausso, Scotch
Plains Fire Department, and Patrolman James Richie, Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment. Pictured, Patrolman Mauro shakes hands with Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo, as Mike D’Antuono of the Knights of Columbus look on.

Rotary Pancake Breakfast
To Take Place on March 5

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield will hold its annual Pan-
cake Breakfast on Saturday, March 5,
from 8 a.m. to noon in the Westfield
High School cafeteria, located at 550
Dorian Road. Tickets are $8 and may
be purchased from Rotary members
or at the door.

During the event, there will be a
50-50 raffle and live entertainment
provided throughout the morning by
local school and community music
groups. A Children’s Fair, sponsored
by the Westfield Area “Y,” also will
take place, featuring a Moonwalk,
face painting, spin art, balloons and
many other activities.

Local youth organizations, includ-
ing the Westfield High School Rotary
Interact Club and Elementary School
Early Act Clubs, Westfield Area “Y”
Leaders Club and Black Achievers
Club, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Cub
Scouts and Brownies, will volunteer
at the event.

Proceeds from the event support
the Rotary Scholarship Fund and
Rotary Community Service Grants.
Since the inception of the Pancake
Breakfast in 1967, the Rotary Club
has awarded $2 million in scholar-

ship grants to more than 1,500 stu-
dents. Mark Swingle, Rotary Club
past president, is the Pancake Break-
fast chairperson.

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday for lunch at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield. Guests are
always welcome.

Lions Club to Hold
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sun-
day, March 6, from 8 a.m. until
noon at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will include pancakes, eggs, ham
and sausage. Beverages will in-
clude juice, coffee, tea and milk.
The cost for the breakfast is $6;
children under 6 may attend for
free. Tickets may be purchased at
the door or in advance from a Li-
ons Club member.

The event is one of many
fundraisers held by this Lions Club,
proceeds of which are distributed
to local charities and community
activities, with a particular em-
phasis on many organizations
throughout the area that serve the
blind and visually impaired. For
more information on the pancake
breakfast or to reserve a place, call
Pancake Breakfast Chairman Ron
Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

CBI to Hold Auction
For Goods-Services

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold its second
annual Goods and Services Auc-
tion on Saturday, March 5, at 7:30
p.m. at the synagogue. The event,
which is open to the community,
will feature both live and silent auc-
tions, as well as raffles. Dairy des-
serts will be served, plus cordials,
wine and beer.

About 150 auction items will be
available, including tickets to tele-
vision shows such as “Late Show
With David Letterman,” “Late Night
With Jimmy Fallon,” “The Daily
Show With Jon Stewart,” “Stephen
Colbert” and “Live! With Regis and
Kelly;” tickets to sporting events
like the U.S. Open, New York Mets
and New York Yankees; gift certifi-
cates to New Jersey and New York
restaurants; museum admissions
and autographed memorabilia.

Seating is limited to 200 people.
To register for the event, or for
more information, call the syna-
gogue office at (908) 889-1830.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

POLICE BLOTTER

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com
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The publishers of the LEADER/TIMES strive
to bring you, our readers, the best weekly
newspaper in the state. But to help us
keep doing this …
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SUBSCRIBER !
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www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Print Journalist
Westfield-based full-time job with health benefits for an experi-
enced hard-news print journalist who will report accurately on
the business of financing public works infrastructure in the U.S.
Knowledge of the vocabulary of finance, national transportation
policy, construction, under deadline pressure in a small office will
help. So will website design/management, Quark layout skills.
Mail a one-page resume and one self-reported, analytical news
story to Public Works Financing, 147 Elmer St., Westfield, NJ
07090. No phone calls or personal visits please.

F-SP College Club to Learn
About Homefirst Initiatives
SCOTCH PLAINS – Susan

Laffler, Director of Development
and Public Relations for Homefirst
Interfaith Housing and Family Ser-
vices, will speak to the College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
about Homefirst programs and ini-
tiatives on Monday, February 28.

The meeting will take place at The
Chelsea at Fanwood, in the Indepen-
dent Living Area, located at 295
South Avenue in Fanwood. Parking
is available at the rear of the facility.

A 13-year resident of Scotch

Plains, Ms. Laffler is a graduate of
Salisbury University and did gradu-
ate work at Columbia University.
She has been employed with
Homefirst for the last six years.

The mission of Homefirst is to
eradicate homelessness caused by
poverty and racism, working with
and striving to unite all levels of
society to bring about the institu-
tional changes needed to eliminate
the societal factors that contribute
to homelessness.

Former College Club scholarship
winner Michelle Conway (Top Fe-
male Student of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s Class of
2009), interned with Homefirst, re-
searching inequality in education
in the local area and working with
the organic community garden,
which is one of the Homefirst
program’s new initiatives.

Refreshments will be served
starting at 7:30 p.m. The program
will begin at 8 p.m. and the busi-
ness meeting will follow. Guests
from the community are welcome,
along with College Club members
and their guests. For more infor-
mation, visit  collegeclubfsp-
org.doodlekit.com/home or e-mail
collegeclubfsp@yahoo.com.

Dinner-Dance March 5
To Honor Mardi Gras
AREA – The Episcopal Church of

the Holy Cross will host a Mardi Gras
Dinner-Dance on Saturday, March 5,
from 6 to 9 p.m. It will take place at
the church, located at 40 Mercer Av-
enue in North Plainfield.

A live Dixieland band will provide
music for dancing. Participants will
have an opportunity to dine on Cajun
and southern favorites. Tickets are
$30 for adults and $10 for children.
Reservations are required by Wednes-
day, March 2. To make reservations,
call (908) 753-8472.

Westfield
Thursday, February 17, Gavin Flagler,

19, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana pursuant to an investi-
gation on the 1500 block of Lamberts Mill
Road. He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and released
with a summons.

Thursday, February 17, Rebecca Rodriguez,
44, of Clark was arrested on a Perth Amboy
warrant in the amount of $120 during a motor
vehicle stop on the 900 block of West South
Avenue. She was released on her own recogni-
zance with a new court date per Perth Amboy
authorities.

Friday, February 18, Jason J. Tuite, 25, of
Staten Island, N.Y. was arrested at East
Brunswick police headquarters on an outstand-
ing Westfield warrant in the amount of $164.
He was released after posting bail.

Friday, February 18, David Franco-
Jaramillo, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 300 block of
East South Avenue. He was charged with
uttering a forged government document for
allegedly presenting a false Social Security
card. Bail on this charge was set at $5,000.
Authorities also found outstanding warrants
had been issued for Franco-Jaramillo from
Linden, for $415; Newark, for $500, and
Elizabeth, for $733. The investigation re-
vealed an Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment warrant, and he was turned over to
immigration federal agents.

Friday, February 18, Dwayne Chislum,
47, of Newark was arrested after an inves-
tigation during a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue at the Scotch Plains border.
He was charged with hindering apprehen-
sion for allegedly providing officers with a
false name, date of birth and Social Secu-
rity number. Bail was set at $2,500. Chislum
also was held on a no-bail fugitive inter-
state warrant from Pennsylvania for pos-
session of a firearm. Additionally, authori-
ties discovered warrants for Chislum from
East Orange, for $1,604; Union, for $25;
Irvington, for $600; Passaic, for $750; New-
ark, for $5,000 and for $850; Springfield,
for $750; New Providence, for $450, and
Plainfield, for $360. He was committed to
the Union County jail.

Saturday, February 19, Michael A. Zuarino,
31, of Garwood was arrested on an outstand-
ing New Brunswick warrant in the amount of
$200 following a motor vehicle stop at East
Grove Street and Grandview Avenue. Fur-
ther investigation led to a charge of posses-
sion of a prescription controlled dangerous
substance (CDS)/Percocet. Zuarino was held
at Westfield police headquarters pending the
setting of bail.

Saturday, February 19, approximately
$26,000 worth of jewelry was reported stolen
from a residence on Woodbrook Circle.

Sunday, February 20, multiple incidents
were reported involving motor vehicles that
were damaged through acts of criminal mis-
chief. In each case, a window on the driver’s
side was shattered with an unknown object
while the vehicle was parked outside the
owner’s home.

Two of the incidents occurred on the 400
block of North Chestnut Street, a third took
place on the 600 block of Raymond Street and
a fourth occurred on the 500 block of Parkview
Avenue. In each case, the amount of damage
was unknown at the time of the report, accord-
ing to police.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 14, the manager of a

country club reported that, sometime over the
past two weeks, someone removed five televi-
sions from the property. The total value of the
televisions was set at approximately $10,000.

Monday, February 14, a resident of Willow
Avenue reported that someone used her Social
Security number to open a credit card at a local
bank.

Tuesday, February 15, a resident of Front
Street reported that, sometime overnight, some-
one damaged his motor vehicle by scratching
the door and trunk area while the vehicle was
parked in the street.

Wednesday, February 16, resident of Moun-
tain Avenue reported that someone filed an
income tax return using his information.

Wednesday, February 16, a resident of Front
Street reported that someone withdrew ap-
proximately $1,000 from her bank account
without her authorization.

Wednesday, February 16, a resident of
Rhoda Place reported being the victim of a hit-
and-run motor vehicle accident. According to
police, the victim parked his vehicle legally on
Park Street, and when he returned, he noticed
that someone had struck it and left the scene.

Friday, February 18, Robert Miller, 48, of
Scotch Plains was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Park Avenue on an outstanding
$300 warrant issued by the Scotch Plains Court.
He was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, February 19, Jamaal Thorpe, 31,
of Piscataway was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Mountain Avenue on an out-
standing $413 warrant issued by the South
Plainfield Court. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, February 19, Paul Francois, 31,
of Elizabeth was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI), after an of-
ficer responded to a report of a driver sleeping
in his vehicle at a red light at the intersection of
Terrill Road and Front Street. According to
police, upon speaking with the driver, the
officer smelled a strong odor of alcohol. Mul-
tiple field sobriety tests were administered, all
of which Francois failed, authorities said. He
was transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, February 20, a resident of Swans
Mill Lane reported that someone attempted to
open a credit card using his personal informa-
tion without his authorization.

Sunday, February 20, Peter Tevis, 45, of
Scotch Plains was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on East Second Street on a no-bail
warrant issued by the Bergen County Court.
He was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to the Bergen County
jail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, February 15, Apollonia Fasset-

Barnes, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Linden following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. She was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 15, Craig Currie, 45, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on a Scotch Plains
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Wednesday, February 16, an officer re-
sponded to a residence on the 150 block of
South Avenue on a report of an alleged assault.
According to police, the victim claimed a
home health care aide for her son assaulted her
and left the residence prior to the officer arriv-
ing. The aide came into police headquarters on
her own recognizance to give police her ver-
sion of events, authorities said. No charges
were filed and both parties were instructed on
how to file a complaint with the court if they
choose to do so.

Friday, February 18, Vincent Novello, 42,
of Fanwood was arrested at the south-side
train station on an active warrant out of
Fanwood. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Friday, February 18, Robert Miller, 48,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police re-
sponded to a report of a disorderly person.
Authorities said police found Miller, who
appeared to be intoxicated, in the street on
North Avenue. He was transported to po-

lice headquarters, processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Saturday, February 19, Marie Mercado, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding war-
rants out of Plainfield, Middlesex and North
Plainfield after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Terrill Road. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, February 20, Jason Virgil, 43, of
Somerset was arrested on an outstanding East
Orange warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 15, an officer responded

to a nursing home on Route 22 on the report of
a theft. According to police, the victim stated
that she took off her engagement ring, de-
scribed as a two-carat, white gold ring valued
at approximately $6,000, and placed it on her
bedside table before going to sleep. When she
woke up, the ring was missing, police said.
Police reviewed surveillance video and found
that no workers entered the victim’s room
overnight, authorities reported. The incident
will be turned over to the detective bureau for
follow-up.

Wednesday, February 16, Oswaldo S.
Segovia, 28, of Easton, Pa. was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop for allegedly driving
without a license.

Wednesday, February 16, police responded
to a diner on Route 22 on the report of suspi-
cious vehicles parked in the lot. According to
police, when the officer spoke with the indi-
vidual in one of the vehicles, he could detect
the strong odor of burnt marijuana. Police
searched the individual and received written
consent from him to search his vehicle, which
revealed nothing further.

Thursday, February 17, William Cisson,
66, of Elizabeth was transported to police
headquarters by the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment on an outstanding Mountainside warrant
in the amount of $576.

Thursday, February 17, an employee of a
Summit Road business reported that, some-
time overnight, someone threw a large rock
through the front window of the business,
causing approximately $500 in damage.

Thursday, February 17, Daniel A.
Zhazanovich, 18, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana after the motor vehicle in
which he was a passenger was stopped for a
violation on Route 22. According to police,
the officer smelled the strong odor of raw
marijuana and was given written permission
by the driver to search the vehicle. No addi-
tional contraband was found during the ini-
tial search and a K-9 unit was brought to the
scene, police said. The K-9 unit responded
positively to the front passenger seat where
Zhazanovich was sitting, and a subsequent
search of the suspect revealed two small zip-
lock bags and a large bag containing a large
amount of the suspected marijuana.
Zhazanovich was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released with a court
date.

Friday, February 18, Elijah B. Ivey, 23, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 for allegedly driving with a
suspended license.

Saturday, February 19, an officer responded
to a residence on Dunn Parkway after the
burglar alarm was set off at 3:24 a.m. Accord-
ing to police, the rear basement door was ajar,
and a check of the surrounding area revealed
that someone had defecated in the garage and
subsequently left behind a blue pair of men’s
boxers. The house was cleared and a search of
the area produced no results.

Saturday, February 19, an individual came
into police headquarters to report that he had
entered into a verbal agreement with his
landlord to do work around the house in lieu
of rent. According to police, the individual
stated that he had completed all the work
requested by the landlord, who told him that
he owes him $4,300 for back rent and also
owes him $300 per month for items stored in
the landlord’s attic.

Sunday, February 20, an officer responded
to Wyoming Drive on a report of criminal
mischief. According to police, the driver’s
side window on a motor vehicle that was
parked in the street was smashed, and the rear
window of a vehicle parked in a driveway also
was smashed. Nothing appeared to be missing
from the vehicles at the time.

Sunday, February 20, a resident came into
police headquarters to report that she had re-
ceived multiple suspicious calls regarding her
bank account. According to police, when the
victim contacted her bank, she was told the call
did not originate from the bank. She also stated
that she received a call regarding a debt reduc-
tion loan she did not apply for and a call from
an individual stating he had found her iPod at
Newark Airport, police said. She stated that
she had never owned an iPod and had not been
to the airport recently.

Monday, February 21, a resident of Wood
Valley Road reported that someone removed
his briefcase from his motor vehicle.

Monday, February 21, a resident of Poplar
Avenue reported that she had received mul-
tiple harassing phone calls from someone
claiming to be from a chimney and flu-clean-
ing company. According to police, the victim
stated that she told the caller she was not
interested in the service being offered, at which
time the suspect became irate, and later called
back saying she had called the police on the
victim.

Garwood
Thursday, February 17, Kemyra A.

Jemerson, 28, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after an incident at Borough Hall. Ac-
cording to police, Jemerson was parked in a
handicapped space in front of Borough Hall
and repeatedly sounded her horn, drawing an
officer’s attention. She then got out of her
vehicle and showed visible signs of intoxica-
tion, at which time the officer administered a
breath test. Jemerson was processed and re-
leased pending a court date.

Friday, February 18, Johanna Morris, 34, of
Linden was arrested for third degree credit
card fraud and fourth degree theft by deception
after an investigation. According to police,
while working at a local health club, Morris
obtained credit card information from clients
and made approximately $1,500 worth of un-
authorized charges. She was processed and
released pending an appearance in Superior
Court.

Friday, February 18, Kevin Weiss, 51, of
Cranford was arrested and charged with DWI
after a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue at
Lincoln Avenue. According to police, he was
administered a breath test, which he failed, and
was transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released pending a court appear-
ance.

Monday, February 21, Pamela Shaw-
Richardson, 46, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after her insurance
company contacted police regarding an ac-
cident that occurred on North Avenue at Oak
Street. According to police, an officer re-
sponded to the scene and found Shaw-
Richardson had driven her vehicle into a
snow bank, causing extensive damage to the
body of the vehicle, as well as a flat tire.
According to police, she was administered a
breath test, which she failed, and was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed and
released pending a court date.

Monday, February 21, Antonia Perez-
Santamaria, 34, of Roselle was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended license
and allegedly providing police with false docu-
ments after a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released with a court date.
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Anaphylaxis Program
To Be Held March 1

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA invites commu-
nity members to attend a free program
on Tuesday, March 1, at 6:30 p.m.
about recognizing the signs of ana-
phylaxis, a sudden, severe, allergic,
life-threatening reaction.

This event will be held at the
YMCA, located at 1340 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. To regis-
ter, e-mail Shannon Frank at
sfrank@fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org
and provide name, e-mail address,
telephone number and affiliation, if
any.


