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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.,
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, March 10, 2011 at Ferraro’s South (Catering Hall) in Westfield, New
Jersey and Saturday, March 12, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark, New
Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 38 years, and 
his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the
legal process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements,
separation, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child 
support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and
child related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact
divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2011
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2011
   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL 
36 Valley Road
Clark, New Jersey 07066
732-574-0100

   www.crowneplaza.com/clarknj

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 * Thursday until 9 * Sunday 1-5
Stickley * Henkel Harris * Kindel * D.R. Dimes * Karges * Southwood * E.J. Victor * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore * Harden

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT  •  NATURAL MATERIALS
TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES  •  HANDCRAFTED QUALITY 

LIMITED TIME ONLY!
We are proud to offer you the bed of your dreams with our exclusive
selection of luxurious, high-quality Shifman mattresses. Since 1893, the
family-owned Shifman Mattress Company has handcrafted its mattresses
in America using the finest materials, including up to 83 pounds of 
all-natural cotton filling. Plus each mattress is two-sided for long-lasting
comfort and value.

IT FEELS SO
GOOD

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Savings on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Savings on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king. 
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2011.
**After Instant Savings prices based on purchase of complete set - no instant savings on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus up to $200*

SLEEPING ON A TWO-SIDED SHIFMAN MATTRESS.

PRESIDENT’S WEEK ADDITIONAL 5% STOREWIDE SAVINGS!

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 460 $249
FULL EA.PC. 620 $339
QUEEN SET 1300 $699
KING SET 2150 $1199

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 620 $339
FULL EA.PC. 790 $429
QUEEN SET 1710 $939
KING SET 2680 $1499

*SATURN
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN EA.PC.1460 $819 $807
FULL EA.PC. 1770 $999 $974
QUEEN SET 3860 $2199 $2124
KING SET 5510 $3099 $2999

*ROYAL COMFORT PT
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN SET 3740 $2149 $2099
FULL SET 4490 $2549 $2474
QUEEN SET 5310 $2999 $2899
KING SET 7120 $3999 $3799

BANCROFT
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149
FULL EA. PC. 460 $249

Be North Jersey’s  
BIGGEST LOSER! 

How it all works 
12 week program 
$35 Entry Fee  
Free Personal Coaching  
Free Nutritional Information 
Free Metabolism Test 
Group Support & more 

Call to Pre-Register for Contest:  
908-322-2100 

Club West Nutrition 222 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ 07023 

*Call to inquire about available dates and times. 
*Since success is so high in these competitions – seats fill up FAST – call to 

save your spot. 

Join the 12 week competition for only $35.00 

We challenge you to Lose Weight and WIN $$ 

The participants 
shown ALL lost 
their weight with 
the help of local 
Weight Loss Com-
petitions. 
 
In total, they were 
able to lose 916 
pounds! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competitions Forming 
 

Mon. Feb. 28th  6pm 

 
Tues. Mar. 1st 10am 

 
Tues. Mar. 1st 6pm 

Mark Friedman Launches Campaign
For Westfield Board of Education

Scotch Plains Should Create
Dead End at End of Sunset Place

David Owens Helped Make CWC
A Model Volunteer Organization

Thanks to All Who Made Valentine
Dinner for Veterans a Success

WF Mayor And Council Should Start
Process to Move Pedestrian Signal

Letters to the Editor
The third annual Valentine’s Day with

a Veteran dinner, held on February 11,
was greatly enjoyed by 50 veterans from
Lyons Veterans Hospital. The night would
not have been possible without the gener-
osity and cooperation of so many, and I
want to take this opportunity to thank all
involved.

The veterans dined on delicious food
donated and prepared by Dairy Queen
(Plainfield), Flannery’s (Fanwood), and
the following Scotch Plains restaurants:
Florence Ravioli, Grillestone, Hung’s
Dynasty, John’s Meat Market, Maria’s,
Popeye’s, Portusa BBQ, Scotchwood
Diner, Snuffy’s, Stage House, and Swiss
Pastry Shoppe.

Bags filled with health and beauty aids
and exciting raffle prizes made the veter-
ans’ night even more enjoyable, and were
provided through the funding from
Wakefern, Central Jersey Business Net-
work, Scotch Plains VFW, Scotch Plains
American Legion, and Scotch Plains Sons
of the American Legion.

Special thanks to Congressman

Leonard Lance, who shared words of
encouragement when he stopped by on
his way home after a long week in Wash-
ington, and to Lt. Col. Edward Chrystal
for his thoughtful words and caring con-
tribution to this event.

I appreciate the efforts of Girl Scout
Troops 618 and 88 and various local
veterans who came out to show their
support. Many thanks to Rev. Kevin
Brennan and Mike Epps of Evangel
Church for providing a venue for the
event, complete with setup and cleanup.

Finally, this event could not have hap-
pened if not for the efforts of the Commu-
nity Relations Committee: Irene Bartels,
Steve Goldberg, Maureen LaCosta, Sal
Trifiro, and the chair, Jennifer Power,
whose outstanding effort and enthusiasm
made the organization of this event so
much easier. My heartfelt thanks goes out
to all for helping to make this a night
where these veterans truly felt our appre-
ciation for their service to our country.

Nancy Malool
Mayor, Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
and Township Manager Chris Marion.

*****
Dear Mayor Malool and Mr. Marion:
While you are aiming to satisfy the

driving population by improving the func-
tion of the Bonnie Burn overpass, consid-
erations should also be made to improve
the lives and safety of the residents of the
Scotch Plains community directly im-
pacted by said changes. While the traffic
situation is hectic around Park Avenue
and Mountain Avenue, once the project is
complete, traffic will again move
smoothly through the area. We are con-
cerned about the impact of the traffic
light that will allow cars coming off the
overpass to make a left onto Park Avenue
and then a quick right onto Sunset Place.
We are looking to have the Township of
Scotch Plains create a “dead end” at the
end of Sunset Place to protect our chil-
dren and maintain, if not improve, the
quality of life for the residents.

Sunset Place has been temporarily
closed for over eight months, with no
adverse effects on local traffic. The con-
gestion our street once experienced has
been drastically reduced. It has been
wonderful to have such a dramatic effect
occur on our street. There are presently
15 children who reside on Sunset Place.

Locally, there are several instances
where streets have been permanently
closed by towns due to overwhelming
traffic issues and/or public safety.
Throughout the Scotch Plains area, towns
have made the decision to protect resi-
dents from the onslaught of excessive
traffic. For example, along the South
Avenue corridor in Fanwood, there are
two streets (Fourth Avenue and Fifth
Avenue) that have successfully been
turned into “dead-ends.” Also in
Fanwood, Tillotson Road, off of Westfield
Road, has been cordoned off. In each
instance in Fanwood, dirt and shrubs were
placed on the streets to close them off.
Westfield has another example of a sec-

tioned off road. Birch Place, off North
Avenue, was successfully turned into a
dead end. Interestingly enough, Scotch
Plains also has a street that was success-
fully turned into a dead end off of Jerusa-
lem Road, Broadway.

We believe that Sunset Place is in the
unique position to be converted into a
dead end. The community has had over
eight months to get accustomed to the
street being off limits. Please consider
our appeal. You have the unique opportu-
nity to create a safer street for our chil-
dren and maintain our small-town feel
without the scary influx of traffic. Please
help us maintain our quality of life.

Jeannine and Dan Murphy
Scotch Plains

I would like to note the retirement of
David Owen as executive director from
Contact We Care (CWC).

CWC is non-profit suicide hotline ser-
vice that handles thousands of calls a year
from despondent teens to out of work
people unsure where to turn next and
everyone in between.

During David’s tenure, the Westfield
chapter grew in importance as both the
events of 9/11 and the financial crisis
increased the critical need for the organi-
zation.

David rose to the task, helping to in-
crease the number of telephone workers
as they are called as well as improving the
financial stability of the organization.

In recent years, the organization re-
ceived many well-deserved awards and
recognition from the governor’s office as

a model volunteer organization. And he
wasn’t just an executive. He took his calls
every month and was an excellent men-
tor, gently correcting a new telephone
worker and having a warm conversation
with a long time caller.

So how does a man like this retire? By
joining the Peace Corps and serving the
rest of the world.

David embodies the word service. He
is a powerful reminder that our mark on
the world is not left by the car we drive or
the size of our home, but by the quality of
our caring for those around us.

It is an honor to have known and worked
with David. I wish him and his wife
Kathy best wishes on their next step of
their journey.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

I have lived in Westfield for 20 years.
I have two children who have grown up in
the Westfield schools and are currently
juniors at the high school. They have had
a wonderful experience and I want to be
able to participate in the process to make
the school system even better.

For me, this is all about the kids. In
order to enhance our educational system,
I will strive to focus on the following: the
continued preparation and development
of our kids for the 21st Century; the
financial challenges that meet our dis-
trict; and our sports and recreation pro-
grams. Importantly, while my roots are in
the Jefferson School district, I will be a
board member for the entire town and
will represent all schools equally because
we are, in fact, one community.

When I moved into town the first thing
that I did, was to sign up with Westfield
Baseball as a coach. I didn’t even have
kids yet! I did that for a few years, then I
took a break to focus on starting my own
family. Once my kids were old enough,
that started a 10-year involvement with
baseball, soccer and basketball in town. It
was a wonderful experience and it showed
me just how important a strong athletics
and recreation offering is for the town. I
want to continue to develop those oppor-
tunities for our children and ensure that
the board continues to focus on all as-
pects of our children’s development —
whether it be sports, fine arts, or other
aspects of a well-rounded young person
—that can too easily fall off the table
when dollars that are already thinly
stretched must somehow be allocated.
We also have many facilities needs and
with the financial situation as it is, we will
need to be creative to solve these needs.
We must evaluate all opportunities and
we must not be afraid to deploy an ap-
proach that has perhaps never been tried

before.
In my professional life, I focus on new

media, e-commerce and digital market-
ing. This is where our society has evolved
and the move to a digital world quickens
each day. We need to be certain that we
are allowing our students to understand
what job opportunities will be available
to them after college and we need to
prepare them now for what awaits them.
I believe that I can offer real world expe-
rience to the type of curriculum changes
we need to make over the next few years
to better prepare the Westfield students.

Very early in my career, I was a CPA.
I am well versed in budgeting and finan-
cial analysis and I would like to bring that
experience to the board. I have been im-
pressed by the many changes that the
board has enacted over the last few years
to introduce new revenue sources as well
as to reduce the spending in the district. I
believe that I can offer guidance and
direction to continue that effort. We should
all be proud of how the board has made
some tough choices to make up for the
significant reduction in state aid. I was
interested to see a slide at a recent board
meeting that showed that Westfield tax-
payers paid over $100 million in taxes to
Trenton last year, yet we received less
than $450,000 back from Trenton to help
with our school budget. I will continue
the board’s efforts with our representa-
tives to show them how well the district
has done and how we should be rewarded,
not penalized for all of the good work
going on.

I look forward to leveraging my love of
the kids and my professional experiences
with a seat on the Westfield Board of
Education.

Mark Friedman
Westfield BOE Cand.

The Westfield Town Council mem-
bers have gone silent after months of
circumventing residents’ complaints in
opposition to the newly installed
streetlights and crosswalk in the middle
of Central Avenue. There are multiple
reasons why they have become silent and
refuse to answer any of the questions
being posed to them. The most troubling
of these is that, quite frankly, Mayor
Skibitsky has censured them or would the
word muzzled be more appropriate.

The unethical method of conducting
oneself as the mayor of our town is as
unconscionable as the streetlights that
straddle a Westfield resident’s private
driveway and has cost the taxpayers over
$124,000 in wasted spending. All anyone
would need to do is drive by this resident’s
home and witness for yourself the place-
ment of the lights and crosswalk and ask
yourself how you would feel if this project
had been done to your property without
any prior notification or opportunity to
object. The owner of this property is a
senior citizen and a 35-year resident at
this location. The implementing of this
outrageous project has obviously deval-
ued her property and compromised the
well being of her mental and physical
health.

Does this person, or any resident of
Westfield, deserve this unfair treatment
from our elected officials? Did I mention
the mayor and council were presented
with over 100 signatures in opposition to
this location of the lights and crosswalk?
The mayor and council continue to dis-
miss everything that is presented to them
and are governing against the will of the
people. The only defense the mayor has
come up with, and I quote, “The traffic
safety experts have determined this is a
safer location than the previous location
at the intersection of Central and Clover
Street.” If this is in fact true then I would
urge the mayor to have all the crosswalks
in Westfield moved immediately to the
middle of the roads so we’d all be much

safer.
The fact of the matter is you can’t have

two absolutes for than there would be no
absolute and we all know absolutely “don’t
cross the street in the middle of the block!”
Who and where are these traffic experts
that the mayor is incapable of producing at
the council meetings? I don’t believe for
one second that anyone recommended this
debacle. This stinks to high heaven of a
political maneuver. These council meet-
ings should be filled with concerned resi-
dents like the turnout in opposition to the
cell tower at the Armory location. In that
case many lives were affected, but in this
case, only one old person is affected so
why should we care? Shame on everyone
in town who doesn’t come to the defense
of a neighbor or resident who has been
horribly treated. You should realize this
sort of mistreatment could happen to any
one of us at any time. I hope you’re pre-
pared to fight city hall.

I have personally used the new pedes-
trian activated Hawk crossing light three
times. In all three instances multiple cars
blew right through the solid red light. In
one case, I was even being crossed with
the crossing guard and the car just bar-
reled past us. All the signs and lights in
the world are not going to stop cars in the
middle of a busy fast-paced road like
Central.

Humble yourself, Mr. Mayor, and your
partner, Councilman Ciarocca. It’s never
the wrong time to do the right thing.
Council members: get a backbone for
goodness sake! Begin the necessary pro-
cess of moving the lights and crosswalk
to the correct location at the intersection
of Clover and Central so this unfortunate
citizen can go back to sleeping at night.
Thank you.

Maria Carluccio
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407


