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TRENTON UPDATE...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), left, was
the guest speaker at at the February 9  Rotary of Fanwood-Scotch Plains luncheon
at Stagehouse Restaurant in Scotch Plains.  Also pictured is F-SP Rotary
President John Crisafulli.  Interested citizens are  welcome to join F-SP Rotary for
lunch on Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m. at  the Stagehouse. For information, contact
Rotarian Michael Dietrich at (908) 789-3175 or at membership@fsprotary.org.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sweeney Plan Proposes
Health Benefits Payments

State Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) has pro-
posed legislation to require govern-
ment workers to pay 30 percent of
their health benefits if they make
over $100,000 a year and for those
with family coverage. Union work-
ers would have to start paying toward
their premiums seven years after their
current contracts end, according to
the Asbury Park Press. His plan would
exempt 112,344 current retirees re-
ceiving health benefits, according to
The Asbury Park Press reported.

Senator Sweeney said the
Governor’s proposal to have all em-
ployees pay 30 percent of health ben-
efits, regardless of salary, “is kind of
unfair, I think, to low- and middle-
income workers…How do you ask
someone making $20,000 or $30,000 a
year to pay $5,700 (in premiums)?”

Senate Votes to Roll Back
Tolls On Turnpike

The state Senate has passed a bill
to roll back part of a scheduled toll
hike on the New Jersey Turnpike and
Garden State Parkway that was to be
fund the cancelled Access to the
Region’s Core (ARC) tunnel project,
according to northjersey.com.

The bill (S-2636), which passed
27-9, proposes to cancel $1.25 bil-
lion in toll hikes, the first of which
went into affect in 2008 with the
second phase planned for 2012. Gov-
ernor Chris Christie is expected to
veto the bill. A memo from the New
Jersey Turnpike Authority’s (NJPA)
counsel had warned that rolling back
the increase would expose the NJPA
to litigation from bond owners and
lead to the lowering the authority’s
bond rating.

Workers Rally Against Budget
Cuts at Wisconsin State Capitol
Thousands of state union workers

rallied last week in the Madison, WI,
the state’s capital, to protest cuts in
benefits sought by new Republican
Governor Scott Walker as part of his

plans to cut a $3.7-billion budget
hole, according to media reports.
Union representatives argued that
their concerns were focused on los-
ing decades-old bargaining rights, the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reported.

Democratic senators, however, boy-
cotted a Senate vote on Gov. Walker’s
plan by hiding out just over the Illinois
border at the Clock Tower Resort and
Conference Center in Rockford, Ill.

Cuomo Raises Issue of ‘Super’
Salaries in New York State

Similar to action taken by Republi-
can Governor Chris Christie, New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo (D) has pro-
posed a budget calling for a $2.85-
billion cut in school aid.  Governor
Cuomo said he did not understand
why school chiefs are paid more than
the governor, who is paid $179,000,
The New York Times reported.

Governor Christie has capped su-
perintendent salaries at $175,000, his
salary, although that cap has been chal-
lenged in court by school administra-
tors from Morris County. Mr. Cuomo
has said 40 percent of superintendents
in New York State are paid at least
$200,000 in salary and benefits.

Robert N. Lowry Jr., deputy direc-
tor of the New York State Council of
School Superintendents, told The
Times the average New York school
chief salary was $163,000. The na-
tional average is $160,000.

Menendez Seeks to End Tax
Refunds for State Inmates

U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.) has called on state officials to
work with the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice to curb abuse by prisoners in the
state’s jails in filing and successfully
receiving tax refunds, according to
news reports. A recent report found
that some 25,000 inmates in the state’s
prison system had claimed $900,000
in improper tax refunds in 2009. Na-
tionwide, the number was $39 mil-
lion. Sen. Menendez has urged the
state to enter into an information shar-
ing agreement with the IRS to cut off
the fraudulent refunds.

Kean Supports Christie
Changes to Tenure System

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) says Governor Chris
Christie’s proposed changes to
teacher tenure, basing it on merit and
not seniority, would bring a needed
focus on student outcomes to public
education.

“Current tenure protections pro-
vide no incentives for excellence in
the classroom and no consequences
for failure,” Senator Kean said. “A
system of career promotion based
solely on seniority and length of ser-
vice serves neither the interests of
teachers who care about their jobs
nor the students who are entitled to a
thorough and efficient education.
Governor Christie’s proposed tenure
reforms are pro-teacher, pro-student,

and bring the focus of education
policy in New Jersey where it truly
belongs — educational outcomes for
our children.”

“Good teachers know they have
nothing to fear in reforming the ten-
ure system,” said Senator Kean, a
member of the Senate Education
Committee, and a proponent  propo-
nent of competitive reforms  in public
education.

“In fact, good teachers have much to
gain from a system that rewards those
who constantly strive to improve the
educational results attained by their
students. I look forward to working
with the Governor and my colleagues
to implement reforms that reward great
educators and remove bad ones from
the teaching profession.”

RVSA Concerned Over
Trenton Bills on Authorities

By WAYNE BAKER and PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) has
voiced their concerns over a trio of
pending bills in Trenton which would
implement new procedures for dis-
solving authorities, give mayors the
right to veto authority minutes, and
provide new requirements on open
public meetings.

Among the bills under consider-
ation in Trenton is S-2447/A-3541,
which would give mayors veto power
over any actions taken by an authority
such as the RVSA. Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Rahway,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Spring-
field, Mountainside, Westfield, and
Woodbridge are all members of the
RVSA. Under the legislation, minutes
of RVSA meetings would have to be
submitted to all of the mayors who
would have 10 days to review them.

“If we must submit ‘approved’
minutes for a 10-day review by the
mayors, this will delay payment to all
contractors and vendors for approxi-
mately six weeks,” according to a
draft of a letter to lawmakers by RVSA
Executive Director James Meehan.
“What recourse would an authority
have if the payment itself is vetoed
despite a contractual obligation? The
process would appear to open an au-
thority up to litigation and poten-
tially higher construction costs.”

Another bill, A-3088, would cre-
ate a new procedure for municipali-
ties and counties to dissolve environ-
mental authorities. “At an alarming
rate, environmental authorities are
being dissolved by municipalities.
While municipalities have the right
to dissolve the authority it created,
too often the dissolution process lacks
public notice input…It is often done
without any discussions with the very
professionals who have been provid-
ing the service and overseeing the
facilities,” Mr. Meehan said in his
draft letter.

The last piece of legislation, S-
1351/A-2322 would change the pub-
lic notification period from 48 hours
to three business days. “The language
(in the bill) preventing discussion of
any item that is not on the agenda
would seriously impair the ability of
the public to interact with their local
officials,” according to Mr. Meehan’s
draft letter. The RVSA has requested
that three business days be changed
to three calendar days in the bill.

In other business, the RVSA has
eliminated five positions in a cost-
cutting move. These include: super-
visor of buildings and grounds, main-
tenance supervisor, chief engineer,
assistant to executive director, and
one shift supervisor position. These

positions, some of which were va-
cant, represent a saving of about
$325,000, with roughly half of that
representing an actual cost reduc-
tion. These savings are slightly offset
by four employees were granted raises
and/or moved to new pay grades.
These were all long-term employees,
most of whom had “maxed out” their
pay grades, officials said.

The RVSA has requested all mu-
nicipalities to provide them with a
copy of their building permit logs.
The authority believes that several
municipalities are failing to make the
necessary sewer connection applica-
tions. Upon receiving this informa-
tion, the RVSA will provide instruc-
tions and guidance on how towns can
bring themselves into compliance
with RVSA requirements.

RVSA commissioners voted to re-
bid a piping project to bring digester
gas for heating to the facility’s boil-
ers in cases when the plant’s co-
generation facility is not operating.
Mr. Meehan estimated the project’s
cost at $350,000 and indicated that,
depending on usage levels of the co-
generation plant, the project will pay
for itself in less than one year if used
heavily and nearly seven years with
minimal use. He said the savings
would come from reducing the need
to purchase natural gas for heating.
Construction is expected to take four
to five months.

At the annual reorganization of the
board of commissioners, Frank
Mazzarella of Clark was sworn in as
the new chairman. Allen Chin of
Westfield named vice-chairman and
Robert LaCosta of Scotch Plains was
appointed to the board, replacing
long-time board member Joan Papen.
Mr. LaCosta joins Stephen Eisenberg
of Springfield as the board’s newest
members. Mr. Eisenberg replaced
Maria Abram, who resigned prior to
last month’s meeting.

Consolidation Forum
Wednesday in SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – Courage to
Connect New Jersey, a non-partisan,
non-profit organization, will hold a
public forum this Wednesday, March
2, to discuss how Scotch Plains and
Fanwood could be consolidated.

 Gina Genovese, the organization’s
executive director, will coordinate the
presentation which will take place at
7:30 p.m. in the multi-purpose room
at the Brunner Elementary School,
721 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.
Admission is free and the program is
open to the public. Scotch Plains resi-
dent Fred Lange will host the event.

To learn more visit
CourageToConnectNJ.org.


