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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

Glenn Mortimer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REMEMBERING LINCOLN...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), center, is flanked
by John DeSimone of Clark, left, and Gavin Handwerker at the Union County
Republican Committee’s Lincoln Day dinner and auction fundraiser on Tuesday
night at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit.

Watchung Reservation Deer
Hunt Starts February 28

COUNTY —  The Union County
parks department  has released de-
tails of its annual Watchung Reserva-
tion deer hunt, which will begin on
this Monday morning, February 28.

From 1996-1999, the county’s state-
approved deer management program
worked to reduce the number of deer
in the Watchung Reservation from an
estimated 180 deer per square mile to
the goal density of 20 deer per square
mile. This goal was achieved one year
earlier than anticipated. The program
currently underway, begun in 2000,
changed the emphasis from reduction
to maintenance of that density level.

This year’s Watchung Reservation
Deer Management Program will op-
erate between 5 a.m. and 8 p.m. on
Monday, February 28, through
Wednesday, March 2. In the event of
inclement weather on any of those
days, the program may occur on Thurs-
day and Friday, March 3 and 4, but
will not extend past Friday, March 4.

The program has been expanded
this year to include sites within
Passaic River Park in Summit. Those
sites have been hunted since 2005 by
a private company under a contract
issued by the City of Summit. This
year, those same sites will be hunted
by volunteers from the Watchung
Reservation program, during the same
dates and times, at no cost to Summit.

Sixteen marksmen, chosen by the
county from among experienced, li-
censed hunters, most of whom have
previously participated in Union

County’s program, have been se-
lected to serve on a voluntary basis.
Teams of agents will be supervised
by the Union County Police and
representatives from the New Jersey
Division of Fish and Wildlife. Citi-
zens observing any illegal hunting
activity are urged to call Union
County Police at (908) 654-9800.

The reservation will not be closed
during the hunt; however, portions of
some roadways inside the park may
be closed for short periods if neces-
sary. Park patrons are urged to stay on
the marked hiking, walking and bridle
trails. Patrons also are urged to keep
pets restrained on a leash.

Information on the hunt will be
mailed to households surrounding the
Watchung Reservation. Copies also
will be available at Trailside Nature
and Science Center, 452 New Provi-
dence Road, and Watchung Stable,
1160 Summit Lane, both in
Mountainside. For further informa-
tion call (908) 789-3682.

Rice, Cologne Push for More
Black, Hispanic Lawmakers

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK — The New Jersey
Apportionment Commission (NJAC)
held the third of four scheduled pub-
lic meetings on February 9 in Newark
to accept testimony from citizens and
groups regarding the redistricting of
the state’s 40 legislative districts.

Redistricting, the redrawing of leg-
islative map borders, is required fol-
lowing the completion of each United
States Census, which is held every 10
years. The results of the most recent
U.S. Census, held in 2010, have the
potential to change the legislative
landscape in New Jersey.

The populations in counties such as
Hudson and Essex have decreased
while the populations in Burlington
and Ocean Counties have increased.
This population shift has the potential
to relocate State Senate and General
Assembly seats, officials have said.

The New Jersey Apportionment
Commission (NJAC) is the legislative
body charged with redrawing district
borders in New Jersey. As enumerated
by the state’s Constitution, a biparti-
san commission comprised of 10 mem-
bers equal split between the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties.

The five Democratic Party mem-
bers are co-chairman John Wisniewski,
a state assemblyman from Sayreville
and the current state Democratic chair-
man; co-chairwoman Nilsa Cruz-
Perez, an assemblywoman from
Camden County; Joseph Cryan, as-
sembly majority leader from Union
and former state Democratic chair-
man, and Sheila Oliver, assembly
speaker from East Orange. The five
Republican Party members are co-
chairman Jay Webber, an assembly-
man from Morris County who was
state GOP chairman last year; Irene
Kim Asbury of Jersey City; George
Gilmore, Ocean County GOP chair-
man; Kevin O’Toole, an assembly-
man and Essex County GOP chair-
man; and Bill Palatucci of Westfield.

Mr. Webber said the new map is
going to “change pretty signifi-
cantly” based on the “demographic
shifts” in the state’s population.

At the February 9 meeting, the
public was invited to provide com-
mentary on how the commission
should best address this challenging
issue. Individuals came forward to
testify as well as organizations such
as the Plainfield-based New Jersey

Legislative Redistricting Coalition
(NJLRC) and the Latin Action Net-
work (LAN).

“Redistricting is very much a po-
litical insider’s game. The commis-
sion is not required to function under
the open meetings standards,” NJLRC
co-chairman Jerry Harris said. “The
current process has a partisan politi-
cal basis and could be made more
democratic by establishing an inde-
pendent commission. This is a re-
form that many in the coalition
(NJLRC) support.”

Senator Ron Rice (D-28, Newark)
was critical of the current legislative
districts map. “What occurred in the
2001 redistricting was a clear viola-
tion of the 1965 Voting Rights Act
including the (28th) legislative dis-
trict that I represented and still repre-
sent…. There were only four Afri-
can-American Senators working in
the Legislature out of a 40-member
[Senate.] There are only 11 African-
American legislators in the Jersey
General Assembly. Now, to me, and
many taxpayers and voters in the
state, this is disgraceful.”

William Cologne, president of The
Latino Institute, said Latinos comprise
15 percent or over 1.5 million people in
New Jersey. “So I’m here to […] make
sure we have fair representation, that
it’s done the correct way. I don’t believe
in packing (districts). The opportunity
is here for Latinos and other minorities
to be represented in every single county.
There’s no reason for us to be segre-
gated to only the urban areas where we
have a large majority.”

“The reality is that 40 percent of the
population of New Jersey is comprised
of people of color. Recognize that real-
ity,” Mr. Cologne told the commission.

NJAC members were attentive to
the testimony of those present, as
stated by Commissioner Oliver. “The
outcome of this process must be a
legislative map that is fair to every
New Jerseyian and enable the Legis-
lature to actually look like our state.”

The members of the commission
have a constitutionally mandated 60
days to redraw the districts’ borders in
New Jersey. If at the end of 30 days no
decision is reached regarding redraw-
ing (or not redrawing) district lines, an
11th individual is chosen to join the
commission by state  Supreme Court
Chief Justice Stuart Rabner.

For more information,  visit
apportionmentcommission.org.

Judge: WF Police’s Home
Entry Was ‘Unlawful’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A Clark municipal
judge threw out most of the charges against
three men following a 2009 late night
house party in Westfield during a four-
hour plus trial last Thursday, calling the
police’s actions “unlawful.”

 On December 23, 2009, the men –
including a father and son – were arrested
after multiple police units responded to
the 500 block of Boulevard on a report of
possible intoxicated individuals. The
judge suppressed most charges against
the defendants, questioning the judgment
of three Westfield police officers.

Police Captain Marcin Kapka was the
first witness called to testify. Questioned by
prosecutor Jon-Henry Barr, the officer said
police were called to the intersection of
Boulevard and Park Street because of a
disorderly group of about 40 to 50 young
adults. When police arrived and demanded
the crowd disperse, one individual, Austin
Rolnick, then 20, became verbally confron-
tational with police, shouting obscenities.

“He said, ‘This is my (expletive)
house,’” according to the officer. Shortly
after, according to the officer, Austin’s
mother, Kim Sorrentino, came up to the
property’s gate, encouraging her son to
go inside. Austin continued to not com-
ply, Officer Kapka noted, and was told he
would be placed under arrest for disor-
derly conduct. Austin headed into his
home, with his mother following.

With Officer Preston Freeman leading
Officers Kapka and Steven Martinez in-
side, the police “had to physically push
the door open,” recalled Officer Kapka.
Austin continued to evade police, Officer
Kapka continued, even as he was told that
he was under arrest. He had to eventually
be extricated from the property, while his
mother had to be “restrained from inter-
fering.” Once police entered the home,
Austin’s father, Lawrence Rolnick, came
down the stairs and entered the fray. He
was eventually charged with disorderly
premises and failure to disperse.

As Austin was taken out of his house, he
continued to kick and scream, according to
Officer Kapka. Austin’s friend, Ramon
Martinez, 19, emerged at that point and
“tried to grab on to Austin to interfere.”
Further Westfield police backup, as well as
police backup from surrounding towns,
were called. Police saw Ramon allegedly
“taking a swing” at a Westfield sergeant,
who then pepper-sprayed him to the ground.
In the fracas, Austin allegedly elbowed
Officer Kapka in the face, and Officer
Freeman hurt his back in the house pursuit.
He said police later found a black wallet
belonging to Austin, and it contained a fake
ID and a baggy with “pot residue.”

Noting that the officer described the
situation as a “riot,” defense attorney Don
DiGioia asked the officer, “Did it ever
occur to you to call a superior officer?”

“You didn’t say a word in the report
about [Ms.] Sorrentino barricading the
gate...You [also] left out an entire portion
about entering the house...”You’re [also]
an alleged victim of assault; yet, there’s
nothing [to that effect] in your report,”
Mr. DiGioia said.

Fellow defense attorney Robert Stahl
said the officer left out many key occur-
rences in his report. “The report is supposed
to include all major facts,” he said. Mr.
Stahl said that since Austin was being
arrested for a disorderly-persons offense, a
summons should have been issued.

Mr. Barr disagreed. He said the offic-
ers had a “right to pursue” once the indi-
vidual was deemed under arrest. The sus-

pect was advised that he was under arrest
and eluded the officer, Mr. Barr said. “At
that point, he lost the right to use his home
as a refuge.”

Officer Freeman’s testimony also refer-
enced Austin’s refusal to cooperate with
police and the foul language directed at the
men. The officer said he managed to push
his way through the Rolnick family’s door-
way, blocking the closing door with his
forearm. “We attempted to grab Austin. A
struggle ensued. [His mother] was yelling
and screaming, attempting to interfere.
[Officer] Martinez subdued her.” At this
point, Cranford, Mountainside and Union
County Police came to aid Westfield.

Officer Freeman alleged that after the
ensuing handcuffing of Austin and pep-
per-spraying of Ramon Martinez, Ms.
Sorrentino ran up to the officers and
directed racial slurs at him.

The defense attorneys noted that no
reference to any racial epithets appears in
the police reports. Mr. DiGioia, question-
ing Officer Freeman, asked if he knew that
Ms. Sorrentino was injured in the events
that took place that night. He also asked if
the officer knew that the Westfield Rescue
Squad arrived at 2:35 a.m. to treat her. The
officer was not aware of this, nor that  Ms.
Sorrentino’s tore a meniscus in her knee,
which required surgery four days later,
saying Officer Martinez fell on her. The
officer  denied Ms. Sorrentino’s claim.
Officer Freeman also denied uttering, or
hearing any officers utter, “Get over here,
you rich [expletive]” to Austin.

Mr. DiGioia again noted that “hot pur-
suit” was not an “acceptable” reasoning for
entering the Rolnick household. “The ap-
propriate course of action would be to pur-
sue a summons, or get a warrant,” he said.

The attorney for Ramon Martinez ar-
gued that all charges against his client
should be dropped if the officers’ entrance
of the property and subsequent actions
were deemed inappropriate. He said his
client merely was “reacting to an illegal
arrest.” Mr. Barr, argued, “Ramon Martinez
did interfere and did break the law.”

The judge dismissed all charges against
Lawrence Rolnick as well as most charges
against the two young adults; only a dis-
orderly-persons violation remained for
each. Both pled guilty to a town ordi-
nance violation for Breach of the Peace
and paid $1,000 fines.

“Austin Rolnick got out of hand,” Judge
Inacio said in his concluding remarks.
“His actions were not permissible. Aus-
tin Rolnick crossed the line. I certainly
don’t come from a generation that tells a
cop to go [expletive] himself. Having
said that, the police officers made some
fundamental errors; you have to know the
location you’re in. You knew this was his
mother, and you knew this was his house,”
he continued. “What is fundamentally
clear is that the intended arrest [of Aus-
tin] was for a disorderly-persons viola-
tion. Under the Fourth Amendment, you
need probable cause. In this instance, no
warrant was sought...The home must be
given the highest degree of protection
under the law.”

He said the “entry by the cops was
unlawful and violated the Fourth Amend-
ment of the Constitution...There was no
indication of contraband or a weapon [on
Austin]. This was for disorderly conduct...

“This was a bad situation that got worse.
Cooler heads should have prevailed. The
conversation about a warrant never oc-
curred. This was not appropriate conduct,
but that doesn’t mean one’s Fourth Amend-
ment rights should be abdicated,” Judge
Inacio concluded in his ruling.

Lance to Hold Meeting
CRANFORD — Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th) will hold a town hall
meeting at the Cranford Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, tonight,
Thursday, February 24, from 6 to 8
p.m.  Mr. Lance will take questions and
share his views on the issues such as
the economy, health care, federal spend-
ing and rising federal debt.  For infor-
mation, call  (908) 788-6900 or (908)
518-7733.


