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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GREEN TEAM...Two Cranford businesses: Hynes Jewelers and the Fazio,
Mannuzzo, Roche, Tankel, LaPilusa law firm were recognized by the township
council for their environmentally-responsible practices.

Mayor Aschenbach Says Cranford
Budget Surplus Is Below Expectations

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Already facing what
he said several times was a “challenging”
task in crafting the 2011 township bud-
get, Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said Tues-
day that municipal surplus funds for this
year are significantly lower than initially
estimated.

At the township committee’s regular
meeting, the mayor said the township’s
auditors had found in the past few weeks
that the amount of available surplus to-
taled about $58,000 versus the earlier
estimation of about $1 million. He said
one major factor leading to the reduced
surplus was the number of tax appeals
filed in 2010, and warned that a flurry of
appeals, primarily by commercial prop-
erty owners, are expected this year. The
township’s auditors — both the new firm
appointed for this year as well as the
previous auditors — will be asked to look
into the other causes of the big difference
in this year’s surplus versus what munici-
pal officials had anticipated as the town-
ship committee continues to craft this
year’s spending and property tax plans.

The committee will hold its next spe-
cial budget meeting on Thursday, March
3. Earlier on Tuesday, the township re-
ceived word via Gov. Christie’s budget
address that Cranford’s state aid levels
this year will not be reduced, which Mayor
Aschenbach called a “good sign.” Last

year, Cranford saw its state aid cut by
more than 20 percent, from $3.6 million
to $2.9 million.

Still, the mayor said keeping munici-
pal property tax increases within the new
2 percent state-imposed cap will be “chal-
lenging” for the committee. He said ap-
propriations levels for this year are al-
ready 5 percent lower than 2010’s level.

In other business, the mayor welcomed
the state’s recently announced $500,000
grant, which will be used for pedestrian
walkways across North Avenue to the
train station as well as possible streetscape
improvements further east on North Av-
enue. The mayor also said the Riverfront
Redevelopment Project on South Av-
enue adjacent to the Rahway River was
“moving forward,” adding that he ex-
pected demolition of existing structures
to begin in the spring.

At the start of the committee’s brief
meeting, representatives from the
Cranford Green Team presented certifi-
cates to two township businesses —Hynes
Jewelers and the Fazio, Mannuzzo, Roche,
Tankel, LaPilusa law firm —in recogni-
tion of their environmentally-responsible
business practices.

Mayor Aschenbach also announced
the appointment of Frank D’Antonio as
chairman of the Tree Advisory Board for
2011. And the committee accepted the
resignation of Barbara Murphy from the
Cranford Environmental Commission.

The board is also set to renew the
county’s cooperative pricing pro-
gram, available for all government
entities in the state. Elizabeth
Genievich, director of administra-
tive services, said 43 government
entities currently participate in the
program whereby they save on pur-
chases on everything from diesel fuel
to rock salt and road materials, etc.
Towns participating in the county
program include Cranford, Clark,
Fanwood, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, New
Providence, Plainfield, Rahway,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit, Westfield and
Winfield.

“We did $80,000 better than the
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Shackamaxon Development

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE SNOW...The area was surprised Monday morning. Seasoned commuters
at the Westfield Train Station shook off the couple of inches of snow as a dusting.

lenge.
Board member Jeffrey Strauss said

he was “worried” about the state stat-
ute cited in the resolution because he
felt certain portions do not apply to
Scotch Plains’ situation. He noted
that the “deteriorated condition” of
the surrounding structures does not
apply; further, he did not see proof
that the sewer or water infrastructure
was failing, either.

“By definition, this seems like a
square peg into a round hole,” Mr.
Strauss said. “It’s worrisome...how
do you know the sewer system needs
substantial work?”

Mr. Roberts said the “only [crite-
rion]” was the housing stock. No
other determining factor was men-
tioned. The state statute, which is
cited in the resolution, simply sets
forth a series of criteria that must be
met in order to qualify. The state
statute includes a first option, about
the deteriorated state of the struc-
tures, “or” a second option, which
concerns the housing stock and/or
the condition of the water and sewer
infrastructure. The mention of the
sewer and water systems is done be-
cause an area with properties older
than 50 years usually experiences
water and sewer repairs.

He added that once the redevelop-
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Ponderosa, Freeholders
state (on bids for) rock salt,” said
Michael Yuska, the county’s director
of purchasing. He said the county
belongs to the Somerset County co-
operative pricing program. “They
have a very adventagious contract on
stationary with WB Mason,” Mr.
Yuska told the freeholders.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to seek bids from vendors for
upgrading the computer systems in
the county’s tax office for appraisals
and tax assessor services. Twelve
town tax assessors currently utilize
the these online tax services. These
include Cranford, Elizabeth,
Fanwood, Linden, Kenilworth,
Roselle, Union, Westfield, and
Winfield.

ment plan is enacted, any potential
maneuver made by Shackamaxon
owners would have to first include a
concept plan.

“The town can say ‘no’ until it gets
something it finds acceptable. You’re
protecting yourself from something
you don’t want happening,” Mr. Rob-
erts said.

Still, Mr. Strauss asked if the reso-
lution being enacted was “bulletproof
legally?” Mr. Morin believed that it
was. He noted that creating the desig-
nation and redevelopment plan are
prudent moves. The only way that
doing so could be challenged would
be if the township did anything that
“deprived the property owner of all
value of the property.” No matter
what is eventually decided, the owner
“can still derive economic value” from
the property, Mr. Morin said.

“The township’s position is fairly
defensible,” he said.

Mr. Michalisin again feared that
the designation and eventual redevel-
opment plan could cause an owner of
the course to “lose flexibility” with
what could be placed on the property,
and he, too, agreed with Mr. Strauss
that a further legal opinion on the
matter should be sought.

Mayor Nancy Malool said she had
met with a developer earlier to see if
what the township was envisioning
was “on anyone’s radar.” The devel-
oper was asked how it would respond
to a redevelopment plan being en-
acted at the Shackamaxon site.

“Let’s say Shackamaxon pays
$300,000 in taxes [now]; with this
plan, it could pull in $1 million in
taxes,” the mayor said.

In the end, the planning board
unanimously recommended that the
council further consider the rehabili-
tation designation; Mr. Strauss did
ask for a further legal opinion. Mr.
Michalisin said the council should
spend more time on the matter be-
cause it may not be “economically
feasible.” He also wanted to make
sure that the Shackamaxon area would
not be “devalued.”

mizes any queuing going on at the
site,” Mr. Cahill explained, and also
noted that the ordering points would
be located on the west side of the
building, with the pick-up windows
on the south side, so that the queue of
cars would not block either of the
entrances.

The board approved McDonald’s
for variances for front-yard parking
space, off-street loading, 24 hour
lighting to illuminate an American
flag on the premises, an increase in
ground sign area, and the planting of
shade trees along Union Avenue.

“We don’t propose a separate load-
ing zone,” Mr. Cahill stated in refer-

ence to the off-street loading. He
explained that McDonald’s would
receive deliveries by truck five times
a week “during off-peak hours,” in
which the truck would enter via Route
22, park across several parking spaces
on the northern edge of the property,
and then exit via Union Avenue. The
truck would travel with the proposed
counterclockwise flow of traffic and
would not intrude on the drive-
through queue, he said.

In addition, “the applicant
[McDonald’s] is reducing the overall
signage,” stated McDonalds’ site
planner Paul A. Phillips. “Only
ground sign area is being increased”

due to the addition of an additional
menu board at the second ordering
point, he said.

There were no members of the
public attending the meeting.

“We think we have a relatively
brief presentation,” Mr. Janasek
joked earlier on in the meeting, “All
these people in the audience are with
McDonald’s; they’re not objectors.”

“This was a very well done pre-
sentation right from the beginning,”
commented board member Joseph
Doyle.

“I thought it was an excellent ap-
plication,” agreed board member
Jeffery Strauss.
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Scotch Plains Planning Board


