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MEET AND GREET...New Jersey Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno meets with area Republican leaders last night. At the table,
pictured left to right, are: Councilman Rob Munoz of New Providence, former Scotch Plains Mayor Marty Marks, Lt.
Governor Guadagno and Mayor Kathi Fiamingo of Kenilworth. The meeting was held at The Grand Summit Hotel for the
annual Union County Republican Lincoln Day Dinner.

SP-F BOE Budget at $75.6 Mil.;
Board Budget Schedule Told

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – School offi-
cials last week said the draft budget
for 2011-2012 show a spending plan
of $75,602,320 which is an increase
from last year’s expenditures of
$48,000. Mr. Del Sordi also reported
that grant money estimated for the
upcoming school year has increased
from $1,420,000 last year to
$1,520,000 for 2011-2012.

In his report, Business Administra-
tor Anthony Del Sordi noted that the
class size for Park and Terrill Middle
Schools and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School is estimated to remain
constant, but elementary schools are
thought to be experiencing a decline.

Mr. Del Sordi also reported that

Joan Mast has also been preparing
for the upcoming budget by looking
at class sizes for the district. Dr. Mast
stated that, according to the research
that she has done regarding class size,
the district “is a little bit under the
average class size of similar towns,
but very close.”

She said towns that were included
in the study were of similar socio-
economic groups and included Ber-
keley Heights, Cranford, Livingston,
Madison, Springfield, Summit and
Westfield. She noted that the average
class size for all the towns for kinder-
garten was 19.5 while the average for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was 18. Simi-
larly, the average class size for third
grade was 22.8, while Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s size came in at 19.3. She

concluded that the average for fifth
grade was 22.1, Westfield was 24.5
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood was 22.7.

“Historically over the last three
years our class sizes have been kept
within the targeted range,” Dr. Mast
said.

Board member Ms. Betty Anne
Woener asked Dr. Mast how impor-
tant she thought class size was espe-
cially for the lower grades.

Dr. Mast responded that, “Smaller
class size in the lower grades does
provide a benefit.” She also noted
that, “Kindergarten having the small-
est class size would be optimum.”

At the end of the presentation,
Board President Trip Whitehouse
asked members of the audience to
“please be engaged in the budget
hearing process. Please don’t wait
until the end of March to voice your
opinions on the budget. This is the
time we need to hear from you.”

Mr. Whitehouse stated that the next
board of education meeting was
scheduled for tonight, February 24,
at 7:30 p.m. He also noted that there
was a special budget adoption meet-
ing scheduled for Monday, February
28, at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Whitehouse also noted that
there were only about two weeks left
for citizens to run for the upcoming
election. He stated that any Scotch
Plains or Fanwood resident interested
in becoming a candidate for the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Board of Education
can obtain a nominating petition at
the board’s office.

Nominating petitions need to be
signed and delivered to Mr. Del Sordi
by 4 p.m., on Tuesday, March 8.
Board of Education members are vol-
unteers who are elected by the public
during the annual school election,
which will be held this year on
Wednesday, April 27. The term for an
elected board member is three years.

Board members with expiring
terms are Warren McFall and Donald
Parisi of Scotch Plains and Robert
O’Conner of Fanwood.

Kim Broadwell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLASS SIZES...Joan Mast presents results of her study of class sizes to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education during the meeting last week. SP-F class
sizes were compared to neighboring towns to assist in budget preparation.

SP Board Votes to Designate
Shackamaxon as Rehab Area

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Planning Board voted unani-
mously, during a special meeting on
Monday night, to move a resolution
forward that would designate por-
tions of the township as areas in need
of rehabilitation.

The resolution deals with three
major quadrants in Scotch Plains –
the Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club area; the downtown municipal
building, northside fire station and
library; and the Public Works build-
ing at the Scotch Hills Golf Course.
Although it was not discussed at
length on Monday, the township is
also designating a fourth spot, the
southside fire station, as an area in
need of rehabilitation.

By designating all areas in the reso-
lution with this distinction, the por-
tions stay “linked,” noted planning
consultant David Roberts; in addi-
tion, the township stays in the “driver’s
seat” for all areas.

“In the future, if a private entity
wanted to do something else with the
[Shackamaxon property], the desig-
nation would allow the township to
engage in negotiations,” he added.

The township council recently be-
came aware that the privately owned
Shackamaxon Golf Club was for sale,
which “provides an opportunity for
development of a new municipal and
civic campus on a portion of the golf-
club property,” the rehabilitation reso-
lution read.

As was discussed by Phil Morin,
acting as an attorney for the planning
board, as well as listed in the resolu-
tion itself, the township has “identi-
fied a significant public interest in
revitalizing the downtown business
district” and is seeking a “long-term
solution to its community facilities
related to municipal administrative
offices, library and public works.”

Also stated in the resolution, the
municipal building on Park Avenue
is approximately 40 years old and “in
need of maintenance and repair.” The
public works building on Plainfield
Avenue has a “substandard” roof, and
the library facility on Bartle Avenue
“has outgrown its space and lacks
land for expansion.”

If the resolution is eventually
passed by the governing body, the
next step of action is adopting a rede-
velopment plan for the future use and
development of the municipal prop-
erties in the downtown, as well as the
future planned development of the
Shackamaxon property; by doing so,
the township is seeking to prevent
further deterioration of its commu-

nity facilities and promote the overall
development of Scotch Plains.

The planning consultants stressed
that the redevelopment plan, to be
prepared by the township planner,
will be used to employ the powers of
Section 8 of the Local Redevelop-
ment Housing Law, excluding emi-
nent domain.

“This has gone from the council to
the planning board and will go back
to the council, who will adopt the
measure,” Mr. Roberts said. “Because
eminent domain is being taken off the
table, the burden of proof is much
reduced. But you haven’t accom-
plished anything until the redevelop-
ment plan is enacted...It can either
supersede the present zoning or over-
lay on top of the present zoning.”

Mr. Roberts explained the key dif-
ference between designating an area
as in need of redevelopment versus in
need of rehabilitation. Redevelop-
ment, he said, is a “serious event,
with implications for property own-
ers.” He called such a declaration a
“last resort,” as it gives towns the
most power, including the power to
take someone’s property, for a fee,
for redevelopment purposes if it meets
certain criteria such as being vacant
for a specific period of time.

He called redevelopment an “ex-
treme step to take.” When looking at
the situation in Scotch Plains, Mr.
Roberts said there “may be a better
way to get to our objective,” and that
way is through rehabilitation.

Before declaring an area as in need
of rehabilitation, there is a need to
look at the housing stock and struc-
tures surrounding an area. An area in
need of rehabilitation may exist if “a
significant portion of the structures
are in a deteriorated or substandard
condition and there is a continuing
pattern of vacancy.” Since that does
not apply, there is another criterion
that may lead one to declare an area
in need of rehabilitation. If more than
half of the housing stock in the delin-
eated area is at least 50 years old, or
a majority of the water and sewer
infrastructure is at least 50 years old,
such a designation may be made.

The township engineering office
conducted a housing-stock analysis
and determined that 82 percent of the
housing stock around Shackamaxon
is over 50 years old and further that
more than 50 percent of the housing
stock near the municipal building,
public-works structure and the

southside fire station is over 50 years
old.

Mr. Roberts stressed that rehabili-
tation is “not a negative context.”

The other option, he said, would
have been to rezone, or “downzone,”
the Shackamaxon property for one-
acre lots. However, he feared that this
would invite a lawsuit. By having a
plan that keeps the areas in need of
rehabilitation joined, the township
retains certain rights, and public-pri-
vate partnerships become possible.
“The township has options that
straight re-zoning doesn’t give you,”
Mr. Roberts said.

Mary DePaola, the deputy mayor
who also sits on the planning board,
still wanted to know about the “bear-
ing” that a designation has on the
neighboring properties and the pos-
sible “negative impact” of such a
designation.

Mr. Roberts said that even though
the properties’ condition and age were
taken into consideration for the plan-
ning consultants’ analysis, the desig-
nation is restricted to just the three
major properties in question
(Shackamaxon, municipal building
and public works building.)

“There is no downside,” to a reha-
bilitation designation, he said. “It’s
really an invisible designation.”

However, he did note that there are
“tax incentives,” through five-year
tax exemptions, given to one- and
two-family homes in areas of reha-
bilitation. “Property owners might
come and ask to be included in the
area, in the future,” Mr. Roberts said.
“For the purposes of the resolution,
the council wanted to be conserva-
tive and just include the three proper-
ties.”

Planning Board member Michael
Michalisin feared that the rehabilita-
tion distinction would be limiting to
the owners of the Shackamaxon prop-
erty.

“Isn’t that (enacting this distinc-
tion) devaluing the property?
Wouldn’t the owner of Shackamaxon
be limited by that [redevelopment]
plan?”

Mr. Roberts said it was “premature
to say it would devalue the property.”
He again said the alternative – to
“downzone” and impose zoning regu-
lations to force the property into be-
ing solely open space or an outdoor
recreation zone – could be more lim-
iting, and possibly invite a legal chal-

Freeholders Set to Award
$3.5-Mil. to Ponderosa Plan
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Mandy Russel for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOND FAREWELL...At Tuesday’s Garwood Borough Council meeting, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi bids farewell to retiring Police Captain Leonard DiStefano.

Bd. OK’s McDonald’s
Revamped Building

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board approved
an application by McDonald’s res-
taurants on February 14 to tear down
and completely re-vamp their loca-
tion at 162 Route 22, West, at Union
Avenue.

McDonald’s, represented by attor-
ney Douglas Janacek, of Newark-
based law firm Gibbons P.C., plans to
reduce their building size by 4,500
square feet and relocate their build-
ing to be 63 feet away from the high-
way. The number of seats inside the
restaurant will be reduced from 140
to 74, and the number of parking
spaces will be cut from 68 to 48.

The chain’s representatives said the
reduction in building size and park-
ing spaces allows McDonald’s to re-
structure their parking lot and drive-
through to improve traffic flow and
provide a safer environment for driv-
ers and pedestrians. Cars will still be
able to enter and exit the lot through
either the Route 22 or Union Avenue
entrances, but traffic flow will be
one-way, in a counter-clockwise di-
rection around the perimeter of the
building.

“The idea is to drive all around the
building,” stated McDonalds’ site
engineer Keith Cahill.

In addition to the improved traffic
flow, McDonald’s also plans on
implementing dual-ordering points
at their drive-through. Cars entering
the drive-through will be diverted to
either of two ordering lanes, as di-
rected by McDonald’s employees
from inside the store. The lanes will
then merge before the pick-up win-
dow.

“Two customers ordering [at the
drive-through] at the same time mini-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers are set to award a $3.5-million
contract tonight, February 24, to
Suffern, N.Y. based Turco Golf, Inc.
for improvements at the former  Pon-
derosa Farm in Scotch Plains, a 23-
acre property the county purchased
for $10 million in 2003.

The farm will be developed into a
park that will include two natural
grass soccer fields, a paved driveway
and parking lot, restroom building,
toddler area and water spray park,
landscape berms, paved walkways, a
pedestrian bridge, and a pre-manu-
factured maintenance building.
Drainage facilities and site restora-
tion  also are included in the plan.

At last Thursday’s freeholders’
agenda meeting, Steve Amos of T&M
Associates of Middletown, the con-
sultant on the project, said he antici-
pates construction will begin in mid-
April and be completed in the fall. He
affirmed a question from Freeholder
Al Mirabella that the fields would not

be available to be played until the
spring of 2012.

“I think it (the project) is a great
step forward,” Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said of the expected begin-
ning of the construction.

The county had initially received a
$750,000 state Green Acres match-
ing grant for the project in 2008 on
top of another $900,000 Green Acres
matching grant towards the acquisi-
tion of the property.

The county proposed a Green
Meadows Children’s Farm on the
property, which is located on Cooper
Road, which was to have leased the
land from the county at $50,000 per
year. The freeholders dropped the
plan following a public hearing in
February of 2006, in which a large
contingent of township residents and
some town officials attended to op-
pose the project.

A committee, made up of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents, repre-
senting the recreational interests of
the two communities, worked with
T&M to develop the current project.
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