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Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY FUN…Digiplex Destinations launched its first alternative content
series, Kidtoons, Saturday at the Rialto Theatre. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Sherry Cronin, Downtown Westfield Corporation executive director; Phil Israel,
Westfield Memorial Library director; Roger Sullivan, president of the Westfield
Memorial Library Foundation; Erin Beck and Rissa Friedman, Rialto employees
dressed as Teletubbies, and Westfield Councilman Keith Loughlin. Digiplex
purchased The Rialto and Cranford Theatre last October.

Mandy Russell for The Westfield Leader
FOND FAREWELL...At Tuesday’s Garwood Borough Council meeting, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi bids farewell to retiring Police Captain Leonard DiStefano.

Horace R.Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SERENE SCENE...An early morning view of the Westfield train station from the roof top of The Westfield Leader offices
during Monday morning’s snow creates a picture perfect scene.

Freeholder Board Set to Award
3.5 Mil. Ponderosa Contract

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GOP...Asw. Nancy Munoz (R-21) introduces Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno at
the Union County Republican Committee Lincoln Day Dinner and Auction
fundraiser held at The Grand Summit Hotel Tuesday night, as Asm. Jon
Bramnick and Kenilworth Mayor Kathi Fiamingo look on.
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SP Board Votes to Designate
Shackamaxon as Rehab Area

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Planning Board voted unani-
mously, during a special meeting on
Monday night, to move a resolution
forward that would designate por-
tions of the township as areas in need
of rehabilitation.

The resolution deals with three
major quadrants in Scotch Plains –
the Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club area; the downtown municipal
building, northside fire station and
library; and the Public Works build-
ing at the Scotch Hills Golf Course.
Although it was not discussed at
length on Monday, the township also
is designating a fourth spot, the
southside fire station, as an area in
need of rehabilitation.

By designating all areas in the reso-
lution with this distinction, the por-
tions stay “linked,” noted planning
consultant David Roberts; in addi-
tion, the township stays in the “driver’s
seat” for all areas.

“In the future, if a private entity
wanted to do something else with the
[Shackamaxon property], the desig-
nation would allow the township to
engage in negotiations,” he added.

The township council recently be-
came aware that the privately owned
Shackamaxon Golf Club was for sale,
which “provides an opportunity for
development of a new municipal and
civic campus on a portion of the golf-

club property,” the rehabilitation reso-
lution read.

As was discussed by Phil Morin,
acting as an attorney for the planning
board, as well as listed in the resolu-
tion itself, the township has “identi-
fied a significant public interest in
revitalizing the downtown business
district” and is seeking a “long-term
solution to its community facilities
related to municipal administrative
offices, library and public works.”

Also stated in the resolution, the
municipal building on Park Avenue
is approximately 40 years old and “in
need of maintenance and repair.” The
public works building on Plainfield
Avenue has a “substandard” roof, and
the library facility on Bartle Avenue
“has outgrown its space and lacks
land for expansion.”

If the resolution is eventually
passed by the governing body, the
next step of action is adopting a rede-
velopment plan for the future use and
development of the municipal prop-
erties in the downtown, as well as the
future planned development of the
Shackamaxon property; by doing so,
the township is seeking to prevent
further deterioration of its commu-
nity facilities and promote the overall
development of Scotch Plains.

The planning consultants stressed
that the redevelopment plan, to be
prepared by the township planner,
will be used to employ the powers of
Section 8 of the Local Redevelop-

ment Housing Law, excluding emi-
nent domain.

“This has gone from the council to
the planning board and will go back
to the council, who will adopt the
measure,” Mr. Roberts said. “Because
eminent domain is being taken off the
table, the burden of proof is much
reduced. But you haven’t accom-
plished anything until the redevelop-
ment plan is enacted...It can either
supersede the present zoning or over-
lay on top of the present zoning.”

Mr. Roberts explained the key dif-
ference between designating an area
as in need of redevelopment versus in
need of rehabilitation. Redevelop-
ment, he said, is a “serious event,
with implications for property own-
ers.” He called such a declaration a
“last resort,” as it gives towns the
most power, including the power to
take someone’s property, for a fee,
for redevelopment purposes if it meets
certain criteria such as being vacant
for a specific period of time.

He called redevelopment an “ex-
treme step to take.” When looking at
the situation in Scotch Plains, Mr.
Roberts said there “may be a better
way to get to our objective,” and that
way is through rehabilitation.

Before declaring an area as in need
of rehabilitation, there is a need to
look at the housing stock and struc-
tures surrounding an area. An area in
need of rehabilitation may exist if “a

Garwood Council Observes
Police Dept. Transitions

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Tuesday night’s bor-
ough council meeting began with rec-
ognition of Garwood’s finest, with a
farewell and a welcome.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi and the
rest of the governing body bid fare-
well to Garwood Police Captain
Leonard DiStefano, who is retiring.
The mayor praised his efforts and
extended “best wishes in the future”
to him and his family. “We say
goodbye to you with many thanks for
the service you have provided to your
community,” said Mayor Quattrocchi.

Captain DiStefano was honored for
his work on the force in keeping local
streets drug-free, cutting back on
crime and overseeing matters within
the police department. Captain
DiStefano also will be remembered
for his participation in programs such
as Operation Take Back New Jersey.
Captain DiStefano served as an ac-
tive member in this program, which
aimed to keep drugs out of the hands
of youth.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers are set to award a $3.5-million
contract tonight, February 24, to
Suffern, N.Y.-based Turco Golf, Inc.
for improvements at the former Pon-
derosa Farm in Scotch Plains, a 23-
acre property the county purchased
for $10 million in 2003.

The farm will be developed into a
park that will include two natural
grass soccer fields, a paved drive-
way and parking lot, restroom build-

ing, toddler area and water spray
park, landscape berms, paved walk-
ways, a pedestrian bridge and a pre-
manufactured maintenance build-
ing. Drainage facilities and site res-
toration also are included in the
plan.

At last Thursday’s freeholders’
agenda meeting, Steve Amos of T&M
Associates of Middletown, the con-
sultant on the project, said he antici-
pates construction will begin in mid-
April and be completed in the fall. He
affirmed a question from Freeholder
Al Mirabella that the fields would not

be available to be played on until the
spring of 2012.

“I think it (the project) is a great
step forward,” Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said of the expected begin-
ning of the construction.

The county had initially received a
$750,000 state Green Acres match-
ing grant for the project in 2008, on
top of another $900,000 Green Acres
matching grant towards the acquisi-
tion of the property.

The county proposed a Green
Meadows Children’s Farm on the
property, located on Cooper Road,
which was to have leased the land
from the county at $50,000 per year.
The freeholders dropped the plan fol-
lowing a public hearing in February
of 2006, in which a large contingent
of township residents and some town
officials attended to oppose the
project.

A committee, made up of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents, rep-
resenting the recreational interests
of the two communities, worked
with T&M to develop the current
project.

The board also is set to renew the
county’s cooperative pricing pro-
gram, available for all government
entities in the state. Elizabeth
Genievich, director of administrative
services, said 43 government entities
currently participate in the program,
whereby they save on purchases on
everything from diesel fuel to rock
salt and road materials, etc. Towns
participating in the county program
include Cranford, Clark, Fanwood,
Garwood, Hillside, Kenilworth,

The mission of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA) “Take
Back” program is to provide a safe
and legal method for New Jersey
residents to dispose of their unwanted,
unused and expired medicines so that
they do not fall into the wrong hands
or the hands of children.

Each year, according to authori-
ties, teenagers confiscate unused
medications from their parents’ medi-
cine cabinet, which they then sell to
other youth or take themselves. Both
practices are potentially dangerous.

In September of 2010, Operation
Take Back New Jersey succeeded in
collecting more than 14,436 pounds
of unused, unwanted and expired
medications.

The Borough of Garwood has been
a participant in this program, thanks
to time and efforts given by people
such as Captain DiStefano.

On a welcoming note, Mayor
Quattrocchi swore in Garwood Po-
lice Sergeant James Wright, who was
accompanied by his wife and two
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Aschenbach Says Cranford
Surplus Below Expectations

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Already facing
what he said several times was a
“challenging” task in crafting the
2011 township budget, Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach said Tuesday that mu-
nicipal surplus funds for this year
are significantly lower than initially
estimated.

At the township committee’s regu-
lar meeting, the mayor said the
township’s auditors had found in the
past few weeks that the amount of
available surplus totaled about
$58,000, versus the earlier estimation
of about $1 million. He said one major
factor leading to the reduced surplus
was the number of tax appeals filed in
2010, and warned that a flurry of ap-
peals, primarily by commercial prop-
erty owners, are expected this year.
The township’s auditors, both the new
firm appointed for this year as well as
the previous auditors, will be asked to
look into the other causes of the big
difference in this year’s surplus versus
what municipal officials had antici-
pated as the township committee con-

tinues to craft this year’s spending and
property tax plans.

The committee will hold its next
special budget meeting on Thursday,
March 3. Earlier on Tuesday, the town-
ship received word via Governor Chris
Christie’s budget address that
Cranford’s state aid levels this year
will not be reduced, which Mayor
Aschenbach called a “good sign.” Last
year, Cranford saw its state aid cut by
more than 20 percent, from $3.6 mil-
lion to $2.9 million.

Still, the mayor said keeping mu-
nicipal property tax increases within
the new 2-percent state-imposed cap
will be “challenging” for the commit-
tee. He said appropriations levels for
this year are already 5 percent lower
than 2010’s level.

In other business, the mayor wel-
comed the state’s recently announced
$500,000 grant, which will be used
for pedestrian walkways across North
Avenue to the train station as well as
possible streetscape improvements
further east on North Avenue. The
mayor also said the Riverfront Rede-
velopment Project on South Avenue,

adjacent to the Rahway River, was
“moving forward,” adding that he ex-
pected demolition of existing struc-
tures to begin in the spring.

At the start of the committee’s brief
meeting, representatives from the
Cranford Green Team presented cer-
tificates to two township businesses
— Hynes Jewelers and the Fazio,
Mannuzzo, Roche, Tankel, LaPilusa
law firm — in recognition of their
environmentally-responsible business
practices.

Mayor Aschenbach also announced
the appointment of Frank D’Antonio
as chairman of the Tree Advisory
Board for 2011. And the committee
accepted the resignation of Barbara
Murphy from the Cranford Environ-
mental Commission.
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