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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Sanctum”
Subterranean Stereotypical Blues

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film critic

 Alister Grierson’s “Sanctum,” a
3D adventure yarn about cave explo-
ration which should first be avoided
by claustrophobics, and then by any-
one who values their movie time,
brought back memories of a kid in
my dorm: The Mole. Save for jog-
ging that recollection and some fairly
good FX, there is little to recommend
this standard survival gambit.

 The Mole, on the other hand, was
anything but standard. Perennially
appearing as if he had just returned
from a death-defying escapade in
some dank, dark grotto, he was rarely
out of costume, his outfit capped by a
miner’s hat, built-in lantern and all.
Where exactly the caves were near
our Iowa campus, I never discovered.
But I did learn a new word.

 Spelunking is the study of caves.
Thus The Mole and the two or three
lesser gnomes always at his side,
though never achieving celebrity or
title like their champion, were spe-
lunkers. I assume they accompanied
him on his delves. I don’t recall ever
seeing any of them in a class. Such
characters are part of the enriching
experience that is college.

 Unfortunately, the characters in
director Grierson’s feature length
drop down the rabbit hole can’t hold
a miner’s candle to The Mole. They
comprise the typical assemblage of
risk taking globetrotters, put before
us so that we may guess who, if any,
will endure the derring-do about to
be perpetrated. The undisputed leader
is Richard Roxburgh’s Frank.

 Only the venue changes for the
Franks of this genre. But it’s always
something life-and-death dangerous.
Rarely do you see a film about a
famous accountant, admired by his
fellow accountants, but estranged
from his coming-of-age son and wife.
Alas, he left them to handle the sub-
urban home and hearth on their own.
The CPA wanderlust called.

 And then, to the background of the
Tsunami of all tax seasons, sonny
boy is tossed into the scenario. Dad’s
pals try to convince the young man
that he just doesn’t understand the
old man…that he’s not such a bad
guy at all, but merely driven by the
forces of his great number crunching.
But the kid, who has super account-
ing skills despite himself, is angry.

 We can only hope that the harrow-
ing mess of 1040 forms they’re about
to challenge will prove the crucible
that makes father and son realize the
importance of making peace and
bonding. Now, transfer said stereo-
type to where the stalagmites and

stalactites grow, and there you have
“Sanctum’s” plot. Remember, the sta-
lagmites come up from the floor.

 Yet to be more precise, the tale
isn’t just about perusing caves. Mak-
ing it even tougher for particularly
emotive viewers, Frank and company
specialize in mapping the paths of
waterways that stream through said
caverns. That means scuba gear,
bubbles, divers gesturing by hand
and lots of talk about the bends. Oy,
thinking about it, I can’t breathe.

 Of course it’s no small accom-
plishment to effect such discomfort.
Thus it occurs that a documentary
detailing the fine engineering and art
direction that went into making
“Sanctum” would easily trump this
otherwise trite affair. Combining CGI
magic with tricks dating back to
Edison’s Black Maria, technically this
is pretty good filmmaking.

 Unfortunately, the script by John
Garvin and Andrew Wight doesn’t
rise above the usual boilerplate.
There’s a special art to the screenplay
in close quarters, evidenced best by
the biting dialogue so magnificently
articulated in Alfred Hitchcock’s
“Lifeboat” (1944). But then that was
the handiwork of no less than Ben
Hecht, John Steinbeck and Jo
Swerling.

 Here, fed the usual fodder and son
enmity via Mr. Roxburgh’s disap-
pointing dad and Rhys Wakefield’s
reluctant chip off the old block, our
minds tend to wander. Gosh, con-
fined and bored. If only there were
some good cave drawings to at least
take up the slack. The equally clichéd
supporting players do little to as-
suage the unease and ennui.

 Ioan Gruffudd is Carl, the play-
boy/financial backer/daredevil who
arrives on scene with his pretty girl-
friend (Alice Parkinson) in tow. Bet-
ter watch him. To show us exactly
what kind of hairpin he is, Carl doesn’t
just climb down to the expedition’s
control central, but skydives. More
down to earth is George, Frank’s right-
hand man. Gee, hope he survives.

 While we learn a bit more about
the holes in our landscape than we
knew going in, the filmmakers miss a
chance to complement the action with
truly intriguing facts. If only they had
dug up the Mole. I’m sure he could
have shed some informative light on
the subject. As it stands, viewers de-
termined to avoid “Sanctum” are ad-
vised

“Sanctum,” rated R, is a Universal
Pictures release directed by Alister
Grierson and stars Richard Roxburgh,
Rhys Wakefield and Ioan Gruffudd.
Running time: 109 minutes

Loews to Host Arthouse Film
Festival Opening March 7

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Film-
makers Symposium’s Arthouse Film
Festival will begin Monday, March
7, at AMC Loews Mountainside and
AMC Loews Monmouth Mall.

The festival allows audiences to
view movies before public release,
and offers them the opportunity to
meet the creators of the film, who
will be on hand to answer questions
and discuss their work at the conclu-
sion of the film.

The Filmmakers Symposium’s

Arthouse Film Festival will run for
10 weeks. The festival has hosted
1,427 movie premieres with 942 live
guest appearances over the past 20
years.

 Oscar winners and nominees
Danny Aiello, Alan Arkin, Frank
Darabont, Jesse Eisenberg, Ethan
Hawke, Jean-Pierre Jeunet, Melissa
Leo, Viggo Mortensen, Chazz
Palminteri, John Sayles, Aaron
Sorkin, Marc Shaiman, Howard
Shore, Fisher Stevens and David
Strathairn have joined Dylan Baker,
Famke Janssen, Joseph Gordon-
Levitt, Delroy Lindo, Derek Luke,
Mary Stuart Masterson, David Morse,
Connie Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano and
Kevin Smith as guest speakers who
have come to share their insights with
festival participants.

The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, early enrollment is
advised. Subscription is $133 for five
weeks, $235 for 10 weeks, or $205
for flex ticket (choose any eight out
10 nights).

Discounts will be available for early
registration. Also being offered is a
‘Bring Your Friends’ special: for each
friend (new subscriber) who signs up
with you, you get $50 off your sub-
scription for 10 weeks ($25 off for
five weeks, or $40 off for flex ticket);
or bring four friends and your sub-
scription is free.

For information or to register, call
(732) 870-6012 or visit
PrivateScreenings.org.

Black History
Month Art Exhibit

ELIZABETH – In celebration of
Black History Month, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers is sponsoring an exhibit of work
by three artists with diverse art back-
grounds at the Freeholders Gallery
now through March 9.

Local artists Derek Jay Dent, Ray
Horner, Jr., and Suree Minnatee are
exhibiting their artworks at the gal-
lery located on the 6th floor of the
Union County Administration Build-
ing on Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway
Avenue in Elizabeth. The artwork is
on display weekdays from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

For further information about this
exhibit and other programs and ser-
vices related to the arts and Union
County history, contact the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202, by
email at culturalinfo@ucnj.org or by
phone at(908) 558-2550; NJ Relay
users dial 711.

NJ Youth Theatre Receives
Prestigious State Arts Award
WESTFIELD - The New Jersey

Youth Theatre (NJYT) received a
Citation of Excellence from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts for
excellence in artistic quality, pro-
gramming and public service in the
arts, achieving among the highest
evaluation through the Council’s peer
panel grant review process.

Cited organizations demonstrate
high artistic quality, sound manage-
ment, financial accountability, sig-
nificant public benefit and broad ac-
cessibility. Lieutenant Governor Kim
Guadagno along with State Arts
Council leadership held an awards
reception on January 25 in Trenton to
recognize the excellent work of NJYT.

Cynthia Meryl, Artistic Director
of NJYT, said, “We at NJYT are
especially honored to receive this
award for the third time from the
State Arts Council. We are so grate-
ful to the council; It’s financial con-

tributions to NJYT make it possible
for our nonprofit organization to be
able to continue to offer to the young
talent of New Jersey professional
level theatre classes and the free (to
participants) summer musical the-
atre production program in associa-
tion with the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center.”

This award, the State Arts Council’s
most prestigious mark of distinction,
is designated based on grant applica-
tion review and conferred upon NJYT
for the duration of the grant period
for which funding is received.

The New Jersey State Council on
the Arts is a division of the NJ De-
partment of State. It receives funding
in direct appropriations from the State
of New Jersey through a dedicated
Hotel/Motel Occupancy fee and
grants from the National Endowment
for the Arts. Since 1966, its volunteer
members and professional staff have
worked to improve the quality of life
in New Jersey by helping the arts to
flourish.

The mission of New Jersey Youth
Theatre is to provide the highest qual-
ity theatre arts education and on-
stage experience at little or no cost to
aspiring young performers and tech-
nicians interested in entering the pro-
fessional arena. The mission is also
for the general public to receive the
highest caliber performance and pro-
duction that NJYT’s talents and re-
sources can provide.

For more information about the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
and NJYT, visit njartscouncil.org and
njyouththeatre.org.

Woodworking Experts to
Share Secrets During Expo

SOMERSET - D.I.Y enthusiasts,
homeowners and craftspeople will
polish their skills and learn new tricks
to tackle their next project during
non-stop hands-on seminars from the
most recognized experts at The Wood-
working and D.I.Y. Show in Somerset,
Friday, February 25, through Sun-
day, February 27, at the Garden State
Exhibit Center.

Visitors of all experience levels
will benefit from informal instruc-
tion from woodworking and D.I.Y.
experts, as they share their expertise
in free start-to-finish demonstrations
on everything from cutting, joinery,
and finishing to choosing tools, sharp-
ening blades, and creating a dream
kitchen.

In addition to the informative and
entertaining seminars, visitors to The
Woodworking and D.I.Y. Show will
test out the latest tools and products

from leading manufacturers.
Families can share the joys of

woodworking with kid-friendly
projects in the Learn to Turn area and
marvel at the best work from local
woodworking guilds.

The Woodworking and D.I.Y Show
will be held Friday, February 25, from
12 p.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, February
26, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Sun-
day, February 27, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. in the Exhibit Hall of the Garden
State Exhibit Center, located at 50
Atrium Drive in Somerset.

Show admission is $10 for adults
and free for children under 15 years
old. Admission discounts are avail-
able online.

For more information about The
Woodworking and D.I.Y. Shows or to
register for the ShowOFF Showcase,
visit TheWoodworkingShows.com or
call (800) 826-8257.

SNEAK PEAK…“Potiche,” starring Catherine Deneuve and Gerard Depardieu,
and 20 more not-yet-released movies will premiere at the  Filmmakers Symposium’s
Arthouse Film Festival beginning in March at AMC Loews Mountainside and
AMC Loews Monmouth Mall.

Meet Author Brad
Parks at The

Town Book Store
WESTFIELD - The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host a Meet
and Greet with Brad Parks, author
of the New Jersey-based mystery
“Eyes of the Innocent” on Satur-
day, February 19, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The Town Book Store is located
at 270 East Broad Street in
Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are un-
able to attend this event, call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-
3535 to reserve an autographed
copy.

Suree Minnatee’s Abstract Zebra

LEAD LEFT... Jimmy Clabby, shown
above in a picture taken in 1912, was
the inspiration behind “The Indiana
Wasp: The Jimmy Clabby Story,” writ-
ten by Westfield resident and author
Jim Clabby.

Cranford’s Collier Cast
In Lycoming Play

WILLIAMSPORT, PA. – Molly
Collier, a sophomore theatre and
art major from Cranford, has been
cast in the Lycoming College The-
ater production of John Oliver’s
The Voice of the Prairie.

 The production will be held at
the Mary L. Welch Theatre on
February 18, 19, 24 and 26, with
performances starting at 8 p.m.

For more information, inter-
ested persons may visi t
lycoming.edu.

Improve Trumpet Skills
At Clinic at NJWA

WESTFIELD - With a wealth of
professional experience and music
education in his background, Wayne
Trager will offer a Trumpet Clinic on
Sunday, February 27, from 1 to 3
p.m., at the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA).

The fee for participation in the
NJWA Trumpet Clinic is $25. Early
registration is encouraged. To regis-
ter,  or obtain additional information,
please call (908) 789-9696 or visit
the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts studios located at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

For information about other
NJWA programs, log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

WHS Grad Launches
Book Tour

WESTFIELD – Nature author
David Wheeler whose new book,
“Wild New Jersey: Nature Adven-
tures in the Garden State,” hits book-
stores this week, will kick off his
statewide book tour with a speaking
event on Saturday, March 5, at 2 p.m.
at The Towne Book Store located at
270 East Broad Street.

Mr. Wheeler is a 1991 graduate of
Westfield High School.

His highly anticipated book has
received glowing endorsements from
a wide range of state leaders, from
former Governor James Florio, to
New Jersey Audubon president Tom
Gilmore, to author and New Yorker
writer Tony Hiss.

Mr. Wheeler, an experienced and
compelling public speaker, is launch-
ing a book tour – the Wild New Jersey
Road Trip – across New Jersey and
beyond, with over 30 events sched-
uled so far in 2011.

Mostly Music - February 15
Temple Emanu-El

Beethoven “Kakadu” Variations, Brahms’ Cello Sonata in
F Major, Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time; Ani
Kavafian, Violin; Carter Brey, Cello; David Shifrin,

Clarinet; Anne-Marie McDermott, Piano
By BARBARA THOMSON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

 WESTFIELD - Alex Ross, in the
New Yorker magazine, described
Olivier Messiaen’s Quartet for the
End of Time as “the most ethereally
beautiful music of the twentieth cen-
tury.” Mostly Music’s performance
Sunday night lived up to that descrip-
tion.

The 50-minute, eight-movement
work was written in 1940 when
Messiaen was a prisoner at the Stalag
VIIIA prisoner-of-war camp in
Görlitz, Germany. A sympathetic
guard brought Messiaen pencils and
music paper and gave him an isolated
place to work; the result was the
Quartet for the End of Time, written
for the violinist, cellist, clarinetist,
and pianist who were also interred at
the camp.

The premiere took place in the
dead of winter, 1941, in an unheated
barracks, attended by prisoners and
guards alike. Messiaen was a de-
voutly religious Roman Catholic
who was influenced by both Eastern
mysticism and the songs of birds.
He prefaces this score with a quote
from the Book of Revelation: “In
homage to the Angel of the Apoca-
lypse, who lifts his hand toward
heaven, saying, ‘There shall be time
no longer,” and indeed, listeners must
suspend all normal sense of time and
allow themselves to be absorbed into
his ecstatic, mystical religious vi-
sion.

The slow movements are very slow
(one is marked “infinitely slow”) –
sometimes almost hypnotically static
– and lack any sense of pulse or
meter. Faster movements share this
lack of pulse but at the same time
drive forward toward climaxes pro-
pelled by angular, intricate internal
rhythmic devices. While this piece
is intensely the composer‘s own vi-
sion, there are opportunities for the
performers to make their own con-
tributions.

Only four of the eight movements
use all of the instruments, the rest
are for one, two, or three. An ex-
tended solo for unaccompanied clari-
net, “The Abyss of the Birds” was
exquisitely wrought by noted clari-
netist David Shifrin. Notes seem-
ingly emerged from nowhere, be-
ginning as almost imaginary wisps
of sound and growing into beautiful
lines, often bending pitches, using
subtle vibrato, and colorations from
palest monochrome to fiery bril-
liance. (Messiaen himself often
equated sound with color.)

Both the cello and the violin have
their own slow, extended solos ac-
companied by piano, which are state-
ments of the mystical eternity at the
heart of the work. The most lively
section, the “Dance of Fury for the
Seven Trumpets,” has all four in-
struments playing a highly complex,
energetic rhythmic melody in uni-
son for the duration of the move-
ment. The final section, the ascen-
sion of Jesus into heaven and the
Angel’s proclaiming of the end of
time, fades into eternity with ever
slower, higher, and softer pitches
from the violin alone.

The performers, all of whom did a
consummate job, would agree that

you do not just play a work of this
magnitude; you are allowed to in-
habit its space for a while and to
become a part of its ecstatic mysti-
cism. Much of the audience seemed
to agree, and gave a standing ova-
tion to a work many might consider
too difficult for an audience to com-
prehend.

The first half of the program was
made up of more standard fare.
Beethoven’s “Kakadu” variations for
piano trio (violin, cello and piano,
not three pianos) is an somewhat
unusual piece. Scholars surmise that
the set of variations based on the
little tune “Ich bin der Schneider
Kakadu” (“I Am the Tailor Kakadu”)
was an early work. It seems from
stylistic evidence that Beethoven
much later revisited it, rewriting the
lengthy introduction and adding a
more complex ending. It is a pleas-
ant work, even if it there is a stylistic
contrast between the lighthearted
central variations and the heavier
beginning and ending.

Brahms’ Sonata in F Major for
cello and piano rounded out the first
half. A major work, it is intense,
tender, and driving by turns, giving
both the cellist and pianist a good
workout. Carter Brey and Anne-
Marie McDermott played with
subtlety and authority, with fluidity
and ease of technique.

As is often the case with cello-
piano works, the piano occasionally
drowned out the cello in its lower
register. Perhaps having the piano
lid on the short stick instead of
opened all the way would have
helped. The Mostly Music concerts
do not use printed program notes,
but instead have the performers make
a few remarks about the works from
the stage. This adds a human touch
and suffices for most repertoires.
But for a long, complex work like
the Messiaen it really isn’t enough.

The program listed the eight move-
ments, of course, but only in their
original French. When a movement
is listed as “adagio” or “andante”,
no translation from the Italian is
necessary. But when a title is “Abîme
des oiseaux” or “Fouillis d’arcs-en-
ciel” non-French speakers could use
a little help.

Ani Kavafian did make extensive
remarks about the work before per-
forming it, including the movement
titles in English, but not all are likely
to remember details a half-hour later
in the middle of the piece. Interest-
ingly, the title – Quatour pour la fin
du temps – was listed in English as
“Quartet Till the End of Time,” rather
than the usual “Quartet for the End
of Time,” and there really is a differ-
ence in meaning.

Nonetheless, their performance of
the work was magnificent, and will
stay with me for quite a while. One
note to audience members – don’t
cough. Or at least do not cough in
the soft spots. Several gorgeous
places were marred by loud hacks
from the audience. We can all cough
and clear our throats quietly. We
owe it to the performers and our
fellow audience members not to
break the spell.

Free Concert at Grace
Orthodox Church

WESTFIELD— Grace Orthodox
Presbyterian Church will be hosting
a pair of visiting Tennessee choral
groups from Chattanooga Christian
High School this Sunday, February
20.

The program will be followed by a
reception in Fellowship Hall at the
church, with pizza for both the cho-
risters and all attendees.

The concert is a return visit by the
Chattanooga Christian High choris-
ters, who visited three years ago.

A professional traveling group of
singers, they perform a variety of
musical styles, and all selections are
sung from memory.

The program will begin at 6 p.m.
and is free and open to the public. The
church is located at 1100 Boulevard
in Westfield.

The church is handicapped-acces-
sible. For further information, call
(908) 963-4578.

Plainfield Symphony to
Perform Virtuoso

WESTFIELD – Music Director
Charles Prince and the Plainfield
Symphony will perform Virtuoso
Variations, at the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church located at 716
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield on
Saturday, March 5, at 8 p.m.

The concert will feature the talent
of sixth grader Seth Blumer, Gold
Prize Winner of the Young Pianist
Competition of New Jersey. Just 10
years old when he won the competi-
tion, he brought tears to the eyes of
Charles Prince when the conductor
first heard Seth perform the Bach
Piano Concerto in D minor.

The concert will also feature the
well-known Rossini overture from
the opera La Gazza Ladra and end
with Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No.
4.

After the concert, the audience is
invited to join a free reception at the
church, where coffee and treats will
be served.

Tickets to Virtuoso Variations are
$45 for reserved, $25 for general
admission and $15 for Seniors/Stu-
dents. Children 12 and under are free.

Tickets can be purchased with a
credit card online at
plainfieldsymphony.org.

For more information, call (908)
561-5140.

Derek Jay Dent’s Mixed Media

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2011
FOR:

USER-FEE BASED RESIDEN-
TIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM
FOR BULKY HOUSEHOLD
WASTE

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00.  EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COM-
PANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PRO-
VIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE RE-
QUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE
FULL AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT,
BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND
A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.  THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER
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