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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

(Note: This was written not knowing
the results of Tuesday’s meet between
the WHS boys and Hunterdon Central,
although WHS did, in fact, win 105-65
to advance.)

Will it be Phil Collins’ “In the Air
Tonight?” Neil Young’s “Tonight’s the
Night?” Or better yet, the Chambers
Brothers’ great “Time Has Come To-
day?”

Or maybe all of the above?
The WHS boys and girls swim teams

take on defending state champion
Bridgewater-Raritan in the North 2
Public A final tonight at the Raritan
Valley YMCA in Perth Amboy.

In a double dual back in mid-De-
cember, the WHS girls put it to the
Panthers, while the WHS boys took
one solidly on the chin. But that was
then … and this is now. Matching the
B-R boys’ times from the Somerset
County meet against WHS’s times from
the UC meet, the meet should be an-
other down-to-the-wire barnburner.

At stake: the favorite’s role to win the
state Public A championship. WHS and
B-R are clearly the top teams of those
remaining (the sectional semifinals were
Monday and Tuesday); the others are:
Randolph-Ridge, Bayonne in North 1,
Cherry Hill East-Shawnee in Central,
Mainland, Vineland in South.

This will be the eighth straight year
that WHS and B-R boys have met for
the sectional title … or every year since
2004, when Bridgewater was moved
from Central Jersey to North 2. WHS
has easily won four of those meetings,
while B-R barely escaped with the other
three: 85-85 (won on power points
tiebreaker) in 2005, 88½-81½ in 2006
on the final relay, and 86-84 last year.
B-R went on to win its only state titles
in ’06 and last year.

The Blue Devils’ 22 state champion-
ships are currently tied with Metuchen
St. Joseph for the most in state history.
WHS has won six of them this century
– 2000, 2002-03-04, 2008-09.

On the girls side, the teams have met
in six of the last seven sectional finals
– WHS beat SP-F in the 2007 final –
with WHS taking all six. In fact, the
WHS girls have won 13 straight sec-
tional crowns ... and 15 of the last 16,
last coming up short in 1997.

So, which will it be? Nothing against
Phil Collins or Neil Young, but let’s
hope WHS’s time has (again) come
today!

THIS AND THAT
+ You probably know about Jim

Kramer, the loud, fast-talking guy on

CBNC’s Mad Money. The Philadel-
phia native and Summit resident is a
very opinionated guy, especially con-
cerning the financial world. During a
recent show, Faithful Reader C.J. was
watching from Florida when a viewer
called in a told Kramer, “I’m (so and
so), your neighbor, from Westfield, New
Jersey.” (Pause) “Westfield eh? … great
swimmers and great restaurants,”
Kramer said.

+ On Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday, Feb. 7-8-9-10, the win-
ner on Jeopardy was Paul Wampler.
(He was finally beaten on Friday, Feb.
11.) A football-wrestling-track-lacrosse
guy at WHS (’87), where he earned all-
county and all-state honors in football,
Wampler also earned a football letter at
Princeton. He now lives in Knoxville,
Tenn., and won nearly $75,000 for his
week with Alex Trebek.

+ Congratulations to senior Chris-
tian Barber, who on Saturday became
just the second WHS wrestler to reach
100 career victories (Cory Posey, with
118, was the first). With three wins on
Saturday, Barber is 31-0 on the season
and brings 102 career W’s into the
district, region and state tournaments.

+ Speaking of the wrestlers, despite
some ups and downs – including a one-
point loss to Bridgewater and a two-
point loss to Randolph, they still did
well enough to tie the school record for
wins in one season with a 16-7 final
record. The other teams with 16 wins
were in 2009 and in 1990, a team that
included a junior 130-pounder named
Glen Kurz.

+ Junior Russ Workman won the 160-
pound title at the Union County Junior
Varsity Tournament, and classmate Nick
Knepper was runnerup at 171.

+ Another sweet all-around game by
Joe Greenspan in the Devils’ 69-38 rout
of A.L. Johnson on Feb. 5 in the Bernosky
Games at Rahway. The 6-foot-5 senior
had 16 points, 17 rebounds, 4 assists, 2
steals, 2 blocks and nailed a couple of 3-
pointers to boot. Three other Devils
reached double digits – Tim Younger
with 13, and the Hess brothers, Ryan
and Keegan, each with 10 – while Ozan
Yucetepe added 9. The win qualified
WHS for the state tournament for the
second straight year, and the seventh
time in the last 10 seasons. Considering
the strength of schedule WHS faces,
that’s a good job by all involved.

+ The girls team didn’t qualify for
states for the first time since 2005 and
on Saturday they were ousted by SP-F
in the opening round of the county

tournament. Things would’ve been dif-
ferent if senior captain Katie Ponce
hadn’t missed the season due to injury.

DEN’S TOP FIVE
This week it’s best cheeseburgers, a

subject we feel almost too well quali-
fied to discuss. Narrowing it down to
five is pretty tough, but here goes, with
apologies to Red Tower (Fat Boys),
Fuddruckers, Five Guys, White Rose
System, Charlie’s Hamburgers (with
Velveeta cheese) in Folsom, Pa., and
the cheddarburgers at Barnacle Bill’s
in Rumson, the Tiger’s Tail in Mont-
gomery and the former Jolly Trolley,
with mushrooms and onions, of course
(also heard they have a good one at
Cahoots in Middlesex):

5. Wetson’s – located in Elizabeth,
ironically at the current site of a Grease
Monkey shop – had the best fast-food
double cheeseburgers back in the mid-
’60s, when the drinking age in New
York (i.e., Staten Island) was 18, that
meant two for the drive over the
Goethals Bridge and two more for the
drive home.

4. White Castle: two, double cheese
and two, single cheese equals one Trol-
ley cheddarburger.

3. White Manna (Hackensack): How
does the does the cook in the tiny little
building get all the lunchtime orders
correct?

2. The Springfield and White Dia-
monds no longer exist, but Clark’s is
pretty good, especially at 2:30 a.m. be-
fore the drive home to Langhorne, Pa.
(Two large cheeseburgers and a mug of
root beer in the ’60s was $1.25 … total!)

1. Mr. Smith’s in Finderne
(Bridgewater) no longer exists, but back
in the early ’70s, the patty melts made
there by Mr. Yung were absolutely as
good as it will ever be.

Faithful Reader Don Welty (’68) e-
mailed from New Mexico to say that
any list of top cheeseburgers should
include the green-chile cheeseburger
from Manny’s Buckhorn Tavern in San
Antonio, New Mexico. This burger re-
portedly slayed Bobby Flay in a cook-
off challenge, and checking out the
photo online shows why. It looks
verrrrrrry yummy!

Also, an anonymous FR says that
Max’s in Long Branch and Pal’s Cabin
in West Orange are right up there.

(Next time: Best football fields (i.e.,
those with the most ambiance: con-
crete stands, real grass, spicy brown
mustard for hot dogs, etc.) that WHS
has played on in the last half-century
(1960-2010).

DEVIL OF THE MONTH
In all the crazy happenings at the end

of January, we neglected to include the
record-breaking WHS boys 200-
freestyle relay and Anna Fetter for Devil
of the Month honors.

So, a belated free sub from Ryan
(The) Mann at Hershey’s to senior Jack
Lorentzen, sophomores Matt Daniel and
Tim Walsh and senior Nick Boyle. Their
winning time of 1:28.25 at the county
championships set a county meet record
AND broke the school record of 1:28.35
set in 1996 by Brendan Lechner, Eric
Linenberg, Jon Jones and Colin McGee.

And also a belated free Hershey’s
sub to Fetter, whose 2:08.24 broke team-
mate Becky DeLaFuente’s school mark
in the 200-individual medley by 1.4
seconds.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

WHS vs. Bridgewater:
Been There, Done That
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CUSTOM CAPE

Cranford. Picturesque Custom Cape featuring 1st level Living
Room, Formal Dining Room, Eat-in-Kitchen, Entertainment sized
Family Room addition with Wood burning Stove, Bedroom and Full
Bath. Level 2 has three spacious Bedrooms and a Full Bath. Gleaming
Hardwood Floors and Freshly Painted throughout plus a full Unfinished
Basement with high ceilings and a built-in garage.

James Euwer
Top Units & Dollar Volume Month of January

Lorena Barbosa

RANCH

Westfield. Welcome to this 3 Bedroom 1.5 Bath Ranch situated in
a prime location across from desirable Echo Lake Golf Course. Home
boasts beautiful hardwood floors with nice size rooms and plenty of
closet space. Kitchen has stainless steel appliances and updated cabinets,
Living Room with wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Basement, attic and attached garage.

Nadine Allen

CUSTOM CAPE

Mountainside. Lovely Spacious Custom Expanded Cape on level
lot. Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Living Room, Family Room
with wood burning fireplace, 1st Floor Bedroom, Full Bath, Large
Screened Sunroom. 2nd floor offers amazing flexible space 4 Bedrooms
and Full Bath. Finished Basement and oversized 2 car Garage.

Martha Schilling

COLONIAL

Fanwood. Outstanding quality construction with meticulous
attention to detail throughout! Hardwood floors w/inlay in LR, DR.
Gas fireplace in FR. Marble flooring, granite countertops, cherry
cabinetry, SS appliances in large EIK. Master Bedroom has 10x8 en
suite, design it as a closet, office or nursery! Central Vac, High
Efficiency self venting Gas furnace, and 2 zone CAC. Walk up attic
with 5 dormers, large oversized side door for easy access to basement.

Patricia O’Connor

COLONIAL

Westfield. Picturesque Colonial on a deep lot less than 1 block to
vibrant downtown Westfield, NYC transit and award-winning schools.
Enjoy your park-like yard from your covered porch overlooking pool,
patio and Koi pond. Custom marble and granite Kitchen with open floor
plan flowing into Great Room and Breakfast Rm. FDR, LR with WESO
wood burning stove, 3 spacious BR plus 2 1/2 updated baths. Heated 2 car
oversized Gar. Wine Cave with tin ceiling and marble floor in basement.

Associate of the Month

Patricia O’Connor

Kerry McDevitt

Devils of the Month:
Anna Fetter, Tim Walsh
Nick Boyle, Matt Daniel

Jack Lorentzen

LANDEKA NOTCHES 11 PTS, 8 RBS

Farmer Cagers Defeat
Lady Blue Devils, 48-39

By ANTHONY MONDI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School Lady
Blue Devils basketball team fought
hard from the opening tip-off, but
unfortunately could not pull off the
victory in a 48-39 setback to the Union
Lady Farmers in Westfield on Febru-
ary 10.

The game started off promising for
the Blue Devils when senior Martina
Landeka scored field goals on con-
secutive possessions to grab a 4-1
lead over the Farmers. However, de-
spite generally positive execution on
offense, the Devils’ defense could not
make the plays when they needed to,
as Union would take an early lead and
never relinquish it.

A bright spot for the Blue Devils on
this day was the excellent play from
their seniors. Before the game, the
seniors and their parents were spot-
lighted for Senior Day. The girls
clearly took this momentum into the
game, but could not withstand the
offensive pressure of Lady Farmers
Chioma Moneme and Wendy Berry.

Blue Devil team captains Danielle
Miller and Landeka, who each hit a 3-

pointer, scored seven and 11 points,
respectively. Landeka added eight re-
bounds and five assists to her perfor-
mance, while Miller added five assists
of her own. Junior Sophia DeVita and
Ellie Callinan, who also had a 3-pointer,
each scored seven points, and Char
Lorentzen put in five points. Amanda
Marcotullio contributed two points.
Miller showed good control over the
offense throughout the contest.

Late in the game, the Blue Devils
made it interesting by trimming the
Farmers’ lead to four points, but Union
pulled away with a scoring spree that
included clutch free throws and a
ball-control offense. To the Blue Dev-
ils’ credit, they fought for points down
to the last second with Head Coach
Joe Marino and the rest of the coach-
ing staff continuing to motivate their
girls and keep them competitive even
when the game seemed out of hand to
most spectators.

Despite their aggressive and tena-
cious defense throughout the game,
the Lady Blue Devils still had a hard
time defending Berry and Moneme,
who recorded 15 and 17 points, re-
spectively.

Raider Boys Place 3rd, WF
Boys 6th at Group Track

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys placed third in the North
Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 indoor
track championship with a 32 total at
the Bennett Center in Toms River on
February 13. The Westfield boys
placed sixth in the Group 4 sectional
with 21 points.

Raider Moussa Channaoui finished
second in the 55-meter hurdles with a
time of 8.43 followed by teammate
Mike Farada at 8.55. Channaoui also
cleared 5’8” to place second in the
high jump. Alex Parker crossed third
in the 3,200 meters with a time of
10:05.68. Sebastian Valdes placed
fourth in the shot put with a shove of
44 feet.

Blue Devil Jon Henry crossed first
in the 400 meters with a time of
50.96. Andrew Kirna finished fourth
in the 3,200 meters with a time of
9:38.12. Zach Lizmi crossed fifth in
the 1,600 meters at 4:29.72. Mike
Depaola placed fourth in the high
jump with a clearance of 5’6.” The

Blue Devils also placed sixth in the
4x400 with a time of 3:37.77.

The Raider girls placed fourth in
their respective section with 29 points.
Osa Ebose won the shot put with a
toss of 35’10.” Kathleen Leeper
crossed third in the 3,200 meters with
a time of 11:29.28. Erin Pierce fin-
ished fourth in the 1,600 meters
5:21.29. Justin Valdes finished fifth
in the 800 meters with a time of
2:331. Emily Nagourney placed sixth
in the high jump with a clearance of
4’6.” The Raiders also placed fourth
in the 4x400 with a time of 4:22.75.

Natalie Englese finished first in the
400 meters with a time of 59.06 to
lead the Cranford High School girls
to third-place in the North Jersey,
Group 2, Section 2 meet with a total
of 45. Rebecca Shimonov with a time
of 9.04 and Bryanna Grant at 9.06
finished 3-4 in the 55 meters. Grant
also placed fourth in the pole vault
with a height of nine feet. Englese,
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Blue Devil Cagers Rap
Oratory in UCT, 49-38
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team rebounded from a
disappointing loss to Rahway on Feb-
ruary 11 by defeating Oratory Prep,
49-38, in the preliminary round of the
Union County Tournament in Rahway
on February 13.

Senior Ryan Hess bucketed 21
points. Keegan Hess scored seven
points. Tim Younger sank six points.
Matt Androconis, Joe Greenspan and
Scott Toresco each scored four points.
Andrew Garfinkel scored three points.
Oratory   9   8 12   9 38
Westfield 16 10   8 15 49

Raider Cagers Level
Hillside in UCT, 56-46
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys basketball team leveled
Hillside, 56-46, in the preliminary
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment in Rahway on February 13. Dom
Gonzalez led the 16-7 Raiders with
15 points. Matt Jegede scored 11
points, Pat Dougher sank 10 points,
Tom Bonacum bucketed eight, and
Charles Oliver had six points.
Hillside   4 14 12 16 46
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 14 14 13 56


