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GREENSPAN SCORES 14, PULLS 14 RBS; HESS 10 PTS

Indians Outrun Blue Devils,
Grab 55-43, Boys’ Hoops Win

KALIMTZIS PINS, CLINE MAJORS, GIBBONS GETS WIN

Barber Achieves Win No. 100
In Mat Bout with Somerville

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two District 11 crowns, one Union
County crown and three full years of
varsity wrestling already tucked in
and with a fourth year quickly ap-
proaching tournament time, Westfield
High School senior Christian Barber
attained the 100th career win mile-
stone when he seized an 11-3, major-
ity decision over Alec Holderbaum in
a match with Somerville during a
quad match in Westfield on February
12, the 202nd birthday of Abraham
Lincoln (16th President of the United
States), known to be a bit of a wres-
tler himself.

Although the Somerville Pioneers
won the match, 46-17, Barber’s “cen-
tury” mark was earned in the very
first bout of the morning at 152 lbs.
He executed a duck under takedown,
a heel scoop takedown and two head-
and-arm takedowns, but he earned
the majority decision when he took

Holderbaum to the mat with less than
eight seconds remaining with a single-
leg trip.

“Obviously, I didn’t want to have
that on my head. I wanted to keep
focused. I wrestled it like any other
match. Just come out there and do
what I had to do. I thought it was good
getting that major decision with a
couple of seconds left. I didn’t want
to blow the match away and do some-
thing stupid. One hundred wins is a
good accomplishment, but it’s not
my biggest goal. I am still proud that
I got 100 wins,” Barber said

In the past few weeks, Barber has
been honing his skills by facing stron-
ger competition, which included a 5-
3 victory over fourth-ranked Connor
Brennan of Brick in the All-Star Invi-
tational on January 30.

“I want to get as much going before

regions. I want to get that confidence
up. I have [Devon] Geoghegan
[Brearley – ranked sixth] and [Di-
ego] Chavez [Rahway – ranked
eighth] both in my district and re-
gion. They are both tough kids. I just
have to keep my focus for the rest of
the season. Smart wrestling, and I
should do well,” Barber said.

After Barber’s bout, Pioneer Tom
Cinque scored a takedown and a two-
point near-fall in the third period to
earn a 7-2 decision over Brian Bulger
at 160 lbs. At 171 lbs., Pioneer Matt
Bruskin recorded a takedown and a
two-point near-fall in overtime to burn
Erik Gozdieski, 9-5.

Blue Devil Kieran Cline scored a
pair of takedowns, a back-door rever-
sal and two near-falls to grab an 11-1,
majority decision over Quazier
Featherson at 189 lbs. then Luke Gib-
bons recorded a single-leg, front trip
takedown and added another

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Night did not turn out the
way the Westfield High School boys
basketball team wanted. The visiting
Indians trapped the Blue Devils into
a running game, which led to a mul-
titude of steals converted to lay-ups
and a 55-43, Rahway victory in

Westfield on February 11.
Rahway’s chief thief was Hakeem

Kornegay, who converted numerous
steals to lay-ups to lead all scorers
with 25 points. After the Indians
grabbed a seven-point lead, he hit
six of his seven successful free
throws with 2:21 remaining in the
fourth quarter to keep the Blue Dev-

ils at bay.
“He had a very good game with a

lot of steals, a lot of lay-ups. You got
to give credit where credit is due,”
acknowledged senior Joe Greenspan,
who led the Blue Devils with 14
points and 14 rebounds.

Senior Ryan Hess finished with 10
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PETERSON NETS 15 PTS, 17 RBS; SEBOLAO SCORES 11

Lady Raiders Top Blue Devils
In UCT Hoops Tourney, 37-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior forward Aysia Peterson be-
came the “chairman of the boards”
from the second quarter onwards to
become the key ingredient in shutting
down the Westfield Blue Devils’ of-
fensive efforts, which led to a 37-21,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team victory in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament in Rahway on February 12.

Peterson grabbed all but two of her
game-leading 17 rebounds after the
first quarter. Eight of her rebounds
were on the offensive boards and
three resulted in put-backs for lay-
ups. Peterson, who also blocked two
shots and added a steal, finished with
a game-leading 15 points.

Senior Martina Landeka led the Blue
Devils with 10 points (two, 3-point-
ers), while providing five rebounds (3
offensive), three steals, two tips and
two assists. Ellie Callinan led the team
in rebounds with eight (3 offensive),
and added three tips. Danielle Miller
had six points, four steals and three
rebounds. Char Lorentzen pulled seven
rebounds and added two points, two
tips, a blocked shot and an assist.
Sophia DeVita finished with three
points and two rebounds.

Raider Taylor Sebolao (1 assist)
bucketed 11 points and also had a
good day under the boards with nine
rebounds. Katie Harper finished with
seven points, including a 3-pointer,
and three rebounds. Evie Klotz led
the team with three assists, scored
three points and had four rebounds.
Rebecca Kreyer had an assist, and

Tara Sweeney had three rebounds
and one point.

The Blue Devils had success with
their passing game, keeping the
Raider defense and Peterson in check,
to win the first quarter, 10-5. Krista
Embrett was acting as a buffer against
Peterson and Miller hit all six of her
points, which included a 3-pointer
just before the buzzer. But the Raid-
ers turned the tide drastically in the
second quarter, and Embrett began to
run into foul trouble, which resulted
in a 10-0 run and a 15-10 Raider lead
at the half.

“I think it was us not starting off
strong. We came out a lot better in the
second quarter. We came out as strong
as we needed to play against this
team,” Peterson said.

“That’s what she is capable of do-
ing. Changing the game! Coach
Marino knew that he had to stop her.
She kept her head. That made a big
difference,” Raider Head Coach Jen
Ryan said of Peterson.

“I think all her [Peterson’s] re-
bounds wound up coming in the sec-
ond half when Krista got in trouble.
When Krista fouled out, I knew it was
going to be difficult, because we had
nobody really match-up to her at that
point,” Blue Devil Head Coach Joe
Marino said.

“It’s because of how she [Embrett]
had to play her, so that’s why she got
into foul trouble,” Coach Ryan added.

The Blue Devils’ ice cold shooting
continued in the second half. The
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING HIS DRIVE TO THE BASKET…Blue Devil senior Ryan Hess, No. 22, drives to the basket against the Rahway
Indians on February 11. Hess scored 10 points and added four assists.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO GET HIS 100TH WIN…Blue Devil Christian Barber, top, earned his 100th career win when he seized an 11-
3, majority decision over Alec Holderbaum of Somerville on February 12.
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