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Temple Sholom Announces
Adult Jewish Educ. Classes
FANWOOD – This spring, mem-

bers of the community are invited to
take part in multiple free adult Jewish
education classes at Temple Sholom
of Fanwood/Scotch Plains.

Beginning in March, the congrega-
tion will kick off its third educational
trimester of the year by exploring “God
Concepts” during Tuesday morning
and Thursday evening courses.

“It is wrong to think that the only
Jewish idea of God is an old man with
a big beard booming out command-
ments from the top of a mountain and
checking off our sins in a big book,”
said Temple Sholom’s Rabbi Joel
Abraham, who will teach the classes.

“Judaism encompasses a wide
range of sophisticated theologies,
from the rational God of Maimonides
to the interactive connection of Mar-
tin Buber,” he continued. “Judaism
does not require a specific belief in
God, but rather challenges us to cre-
ate a relationship with something ul-
timately unknowable.”

Various God concepts will be dis-
cussed in-depth on Thursdays from
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the class “Many
Theologies, One Religion: there is no

right way to believe in a Jewish God.”
In April, a weekly Thursday evening

class will be offered from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m., entitled “Siddur: The prayer book
should not be a mystery; it should be
a call to worship.” In May, “Jewish
Life Rituals: There are moments in
life that call out for ritual and reflec-
tion,” will take that timeslot.

A class entitled “Shechinah,” on
Tuesday mornings from 10:30 a.m.
to noon, will shatter the assumption
that all the portrayals of God in the
Bible are masculine.

Also on Thursday evenings from
8:30 to 9:30 p.m., beginning in March
and continuing through May, a weekly
class will concentrate on God as a
character, starting with the Bible and
moving into modern books.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. Classes will be
held in the Colville Room. For more
information, including a full list of
class dates and times, or to sign up for
a class, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit the
congregation’s website: sholomnj.org.

Alice In Wonderland to Open
At Trinity Episcopal Church
CRANFORD – Driftwood Players

will present Alice in Wonderland to-
morrow and Saturday, February 18,
19, 25 and 26, at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
February 27, at 3 p.m. in Sherlock
Hall at the Trinity Episcopal Church,
located at North and Forest Avenues
in Cranford.

Tickets will be sold at the door.
They will be $12 for general admis-
sion and $7 for children and senior
citizens. A preview performance will
be held today, Thursday, February
17, at 8 p.m. All tickets are $5 for the
preview.

Written by Lewis Carroll and origi-
nally published in 1865, Alice in Won-
derland tells the story of a girl who
falls down a rabbit hole into a fantasy
world and encounters unusual crea-
tures during a series of adventures.
The story’s unusual use of logic has
entertained children and adults for
generations. Alice in Wonderland has
been translated into 125 different lan-
guages. There are more than 100 edi-
tions of the book and it has been
adapted countless times for stage,
screen and television.

Katherine Benson, artistic director
and founder of Driftwood Players,
will direct this production. It will
feature Mark Bankin, Chris Braca,
Allie Brand, Maddie Brand, Tabbie
Brand, Emily Burns, Hillary Burns,
Danielle Frank, Kristen Fulton, Haily
Inselberg, Tom Kaercher, Theresa
Lyons, Danielle Manente, Kelly

Maher, Amanda Nordstorm, Russ
Ortiz, Matt Pana, Candy Predham,
Jim Schmauker, Eli Taylor, Dave
Thompkins and Wendy Varela.

Founded in 2008, Driftwood Play-
ers is dedicated to providing an outlet
for New Jersey’s aspiring creative
community. For more information,
call (908) 276-4047 or go to
njdriftwoodplayers.com.

Program to Celebrate
Black History Month
SCOTCH PLAINS – The His-

torical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood will celebrate Black
History Month with a program en-
tit led “African-American All
Stars” during its meeting on Tues-
day, February 22. Beginning at 8
p.m., it will be held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

Marie Leppert, a lifelong com-
munity resident and longtime mem-
ber of the historical society, will
talk about many distinguished Af-
rican-Americans and their contri-
butions to United States’ history
since the early 1700s.

Attendees will learn about inven-
tors, statesmen, surveyors, writers, mu-
sicians and educators, among others.
Ending on a local note, Mrs. Leppert
will discuss the Jerseyland Commu-
nity Center and its founder, Elizabeth
Groves. The center, established in
1929, still exists on Jerusalem Road.

This meeting will be free and
open to everyone. Light refresh-
ments and fellowship will follow
the program. For more informa-
tion, call Richard Bousquet, presi-
dent, at (908) 232-1199.

Willow Grove Church Plans
Young Families Open House
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church will hold
a Young Families Open House on Sun-
day, February 27, following the 10
a.m. worship service. Children will be
encouraged to come to worship and to
classes for all ages, including nursery
care for babies and toddlers. After
worship and classes, youngsters will
be welcome to come to the open house
event. Snacks will be served.

The open house will last 30 min-
utes and will cover Willow Grove
Church’s offerings for parents and
children. Programs and groups will
include Moms’ Growth Group, young
families social gatherings,
intergenerational lunches and dinners,
Men’s Night Out, Bible studies, Al-
pha series, KniTTogether, commu-
nity service projects, youth group,
family game and movie nights, as
well as Willow Grove Preschool.

Handouts with table graces, basic
Bible verses, bedtime prayers, activ-
ity sheets and simple ways for fami-
lies to celebrate Lent and Easter will

be available to take home.
Parents will be welcome to talk with

Willow Grove’s pastor, the Reverend
Cynthia Cochran-Carney, about ques-
tions regarding faith, the Bible, baptism,
Presbyterian beliefs, death of a family
member or pet, or any other topic.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, near the
southside soccer field. For more in-
formation, call (908) 232-5678 or
visit willowgrovechurch.org.

All Saints’ to Present
Pasta Dinner Feb. 25
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All

Saints’ Episcopal Church will hold a
Pasta Dinner on Friday, February 25,
between 6:30 and 8 p.m. A variety of
pasta shapes and sauces will be fea-
tured. Beverages of all kinds will be
available, and background music will
set a festive tone.

Admission will be $10 per person
for adults and $7 for children under
12, with a maximum of $25 for a
family. To make reservations, call the
church at (908) 322-8047.

All Saints’ Church is located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, across
from Park Middle School. The park-
ing lot is behind the church, accessed
via Church Avenue to School Place.

A LESSON IN LOVE…The Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains
will present a Young Families Open House following the 10 a.m. worship service
on Sunday, February 27. See release on this page for further information.
Pictured, Pastor Cynthia Cochran-Carney talks with children about God’s love.

Library Encourages Patrons
To Check Out ‘Blind Date’

GARWOOD – To celebrate
Valentine’s Day and Library Lover’s
Month, adult patrons currently may
check out a “blind date” – a wrapped
book to take home and enjoy – from
the Garwood Public Library through
Friday, February 25.

There are a few simple rules: Par-
ticipants can not open the package
until they get home; they must prom-
ise to read at least the first 50 pages,

and they must complete the brief “re-
view form” indicating whether they
did or did not like the book and why.

If a patron does not like the book
after the first 50 pages, he or she
may return it and choose another if
desiring to “date” again. All par-
ticipants in this “dating” event will
have their names entered into a ran-
dom drawing for a prize to be
awarded on or about noon on Tues-
day, February 22.

Since February is “Library Lover’s
Month,” the library staff thought this
would be an interesting way to intro-
duce readers to some books that they
might not otherwise choose for them-
selves, and expose them to different
genres, period pieces and some non-
fiction.

The Garwood Public Library, lo-
cated at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue, is open Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sat-
urdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The library
will be closed on Monday, February
21, in observance of Presidents’ Day.

For further information, call the
library at (908) 789-1670, visit
youseemore.com/Garwood or e-
mail garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.

Be North Jersey’s  
BIGGEST LOSER! 

How it all works 
12 week program 
$35 Entry Fee  
Free Personal Coaching  
Free Nutritional Information 
Free Metabolism Test 
Group Support & more 

Call to Pre-Register for Contest:  
908-322-2100 

Club West 222 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ 07023 
*Call to inquire about available dates and times. 

*Since success is so high in these competitions – seats fill up FAST – call to 
save your spot. 

Join the 12 week competition for only $35.00 

We challenge you to Lose Weight and WIN $$ 

The participants 
shown ALL lost 
their weight with 
the help of local 
Weight Loss Com-
petitions. 
 
In total, they were 
able to lose 916 
pounds! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competitions Forming 
 

Mon. Feb. 21st  7pm 
 

Tues. Feb. 22nd 10:30am 
 

Tues. Feb. 22nd 7pm 

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

215 South Avenue East
Westfield NJ  908-789-1777

any car wash

Complete
Detail

Full Service
Car Wash

Includes: Oil Filter, up to 5 Qts. Oil,
16 Point Check, Fill All Fluids, Cartridge Filter Extra

*Most Cars *Cannot Combine Coupons

Full Service Oil Change

FREE Plus

“THE ONLY QUICK LUBE IN TOWN!”

expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

$25.00
OFF

expires 4/20/11

$24.95+ Tax

*

Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.

Whatever the weather, we’re always here 
for our customers and always deliver.

> Reliable 24/7 local service and support   > SmartPay monthly payment plan

> Flexible price protection plans   > No enrollment or sign-up fees

Call 866.539.5295 today!
petro.com

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2010 Petro. P_10427

OVER 100 YEARS   |    HOME HEATING OIL & AC   |    EQUIPMENT & INSTALLATION 

JFK Haven Hospice Offers
Volunteer Opportunities

AREA – The Haven Hospice pro-
gram at JFK Medical Center is seek-
ing individuals age 18 and older, of
all backgrounds and abilities, to serve
as volunteers. Opportunities include
home visitation, nursing home and
hospital visits, office support, trans-
portation, massage, Reiki, family re-
spite and musicians.

The hospice program personnel
serve Middlesex, Monmouth,
Somerset and Union Counties. Ha-
ven Hospice is in special need of
bilingual volunteers to be of assis-
tance to its Indian, Asian and His-
panic populations.

Volunteers must complete a six-week
training session in order to work in the
hospice program. Classes are held in the

evening once a week and cover a variety
of topics pertinent to end-of-life care.

Haven Hospice provides care for
patients and families who are experi-
encing a terminal illness and includes
medical, emotional, psychological
and spiritual support, along with 24-
hour staff availability. It also runs a
children’s program that focuses on
the emotional needs of children ages
3 to 18 who are coping with either an
illness or the loss of a loved one.

The next training session will be-
gin on Wednesday, March 2, at 6 p.m.
at JFK Medical Center, located at 65
James Street in Edison. For more
information or to confirm plans to
attend, call Maryanne Spencer, vol-
unteer coordinator, at (732) 321-7704.

Class Open to Those
With Hearing Loss

WESTFIELD – The Hearing Soci-
ety is a support group for people who
are experiencing hearing loss as they
age, making communication with
friends and family members difficult.

The Society offers help for this
problem with a class in speech read-
ing each Thursday morning, now
through the end of May, at the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield.

The class, which meets from 10:30 to
11:45 a.m., also provides instruction in
strategies for coping with hearing loss
and in techniques for improved commu-
nication. Led by Dr. Anne Michelle
Puglisi, audiologist, discussion of re-
lated problems often is included in the
sessions. All are welcome.

For more information about the
Hearing Society and the class, call
Kay Schmitt at (908) 232-6546
(voice) or Alice Knecht at (908) 688-
8241 (voice).

Local Knights to Hold
St. Pat’s Dinner Dance
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold their
annual St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance at
their council hall on Saturday, March
12, from 7 to 11 p.m. Advance tickets
are $25 and include corned beef and
cabbage, potatoes, Irish soda bread,
tapped beer, wine, soda, dessert and
coffee, plus live entertainment featur-
ing The Brother John Brown Band.

Tickets can be purchased after 4
p.m. weekdays at the Knights of Co-
lumbus hall, located at 37 South Av-
enue in Garwood, which is opposite
PathMark. On weekends, interested
persons are asked to call after 2:30
p.m. Parking is available behind the
Knights hall off Willow Avenue. Ad-
vance ticket purchase is strongly rec-
ommended. For information, call
(908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

www.goleader.com


