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SHIFMAN MATTRESS
PRESIDENT'S DAY SALE

SAVE 35%–50%
on Handcrafted Shifman Mattresses

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 10%
on our best selling quilted styles.

5 days only!  Come for tremendous 
savings on Shifman Mattresses,
plus an additional 10% on 
our best selling quilted 
styles. Shifman is the 
ultimate in handcrafted 
quality, comfort, and 
durability. So if you’ve
been thinking 
of purchasing a 
mattress, now is
the time to do it.
Don’t hesitate!

5 DAYS
ONLY!

— ADDITIONAL STYLES STARTING AT $149 EA. PC. —

Exceptional Comfort •
Natural Materials •

Two-Sided Mattresses •
Handcrafted Quality •

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 * Thursday until 7 * Sunday 1-5
Stickley * Henkel Harris * Kindel * D.R. Dimes * Karges * Southwood * E.J. Victor * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore * Harden

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE 1100%%

TWIN EA.PC. 460 $249 $222244..1100
FULL EA.PC. 620 $339 $330055..1100
QUEEN SET 1300 $699 $$662299..1100
KING SET 2150 $1199 $$11,,007799..1100

JADE
SUGG. SALE 1100%%

TWIN EA.PC. 620 $339 $$331144..1100
FULL EA.PC. 790 $429 $$440044..1100
QUEEN SET 1710 $939 $885544..1100
KING SET 2680 $1499 $$11,,334499..1100

Premium Mattress Sale -  Up to $200 CASH Rebate

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Letters to the Editor
Clark School Superintendent Praises

Support for Anti-Bulling Program

Lance Has Has Not Explained How
50,700,000 Uninsured Will be Covered

AARP Warns Against
Identity Theft

The phrase “I want to be just like you”
takes a scary turn when we consider iden-
tity theft. Somebody swipes your purse
and, just like that, they have the chance to
be you. They can make purchases in your
name, charge your card, or empty your
bank account. Some victims may have to
spend hundreds just to repair bad credit.
Others will lose out on loans and job
offerings. In a few cases, victims can
even be arrested for crimes they did not
commit. Indeed, identity theft is one of
the fastest growing crimes in the United
States today. The United States Federal
Trade Commission estimates that as many
as nine million Americans have their
identities stolen each year.

The best line of defense against theft is
New Jersey’s “Identity Theft Prevention
Act,” which was passed in New Jersey in
2005. This allows for individuals to
“freeze” their credit card reports to pre-
vent thieves from accessing their infor-
mation.

To fight against identity theft, you need
to be your own best watchdog. Monitor
your credit card and banking transactions
closely. Contact banks and companies if
you spot any suspicious activity.

Christine Mancuso
Bernardsville, AARP Volunteer

Where did you spend 
Valentine’s Day? 

 
 

Many Americans spent just a little more time in bed this 
February 14th.  Is your bed dream environment it should 

be?  Create the ultimate romantic destination for 
Valentine’s Day and Every Day. 

 
Experience ... 

 
35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ 07023 * 908-322-4178 

www.MattressFac.com  

Showroom Hours: M-F 10-6, Th 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

Print Journalist
Westfield-based full-time job with health benefits for an experi-
enced hard-news print journalist who will report accurately on
the business of financing public works infrastructure in the U.S.
Knowledge of the vocabulary of finance, national transportation
policy, construction, under deadline pressure in a small office will
help. So will website design/management, Quark layout skills.
Mail a one-page resume and one self-reported, analytical news
story to Public Works Financing, 147 Elmer St., Westfield, NJ
07090. No phone calls or personal visits please.

Ordinance to Allow Medical Offices
At Crossing Should Be Rejected

Cranford Ordinance No. 2011-03,
which will permit medical and dental
uses in the retail space at Cranford Cross-
ing, should be rejected. The amendment
threatens the integrity of the township’s
zoning scheme in the downtown and
should be referred from the township
committee to the zoning board of adjust-
ment for consideration as a variance.

The amendment is portrayed as a fix to
the township’s debt at the Crossing ga-
rage. The argument that filling the ap-
proximately 4,000 square feet of remain-
ing retail space will solve the several
hundred-thousand-dollar annual debt is
silly. This change will not solve the park-
ing garage problem. The garage was built
without proper analysis, and the amend-
ment is being proposed with the same
lack of scrutiny.

The timing of the proposed change has
also raised questions. An application for
a use variance allowing medical and den-
tal use on North Avenue is currently
scheduled for hearing by the zoning board.
The applicant to the zoning board in that
case has to overcome a significant burden
of proof. Adoption of the amendment by
the township committee makes that task
much easier, since it essentially gives
township sanction to medical use on the
first floor throughout the downtown.

The zoning board process is very dif-
ferent from the amendment process. The
zoning board applicant has to comply
with requirements like submitting an ap-
plication and paying a fee, providing no-
tice to property owners within 200 feet,
appearing before the zoning board to
make its case, etc. The applicant will
likely need to hire an attorney, and ap-
proval of the requested change requires
five of the seven voting members to vote
in the affirmative. And if the use variance
is granted on North Avenue the change
will be viewed as an exception to the

zoning ordinance.
Adopting the amendment has far more

serious consequences than the granting
of a variance yet none of the requirements
cited above. There was no written request
for the change from the property owner.
A single commissioner in November 2010
reached out to the owner and proposed
the amendment without informing the
township committee. If the amendment is
adopted it will be used to support the
North Avenue request and others seeking
similar relief. Only three votes, a bare
majority, are required to effect the change.

Finally, there was discussion among
the committee that perhaps rescinding
the redevelopment plan was in order so
that similar future requests would go to
the township’s planning or zoning boards.
I respectfully suggest that there is no need
for such action. The Appellate Division
in an unpublished decision (Carrington v.
Lambiase, A-2961-99T1 (App. Div.
2001)) “in effect ruled that the develop-
ment standards in a redevelopment ordi-
nance become zoning standards for the
redevelopment area and a planning board
or zoning board may entertain applica-
tions for variances.” The Sixth Amend-
ment should be referred immediately to
the zoning board where it belongs.

Mark Smith
Cranford

Mr. Smith served as mayor in 2010.

FOP Benefit in Mountainside to Also
Honor BJ Giannone Memory

I will be hosting the 10th Annual Com-
edy Show to Benefit F.O.P. Research on
Saturday, March 12,  at the Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish Hall in Mountainside.
Tickets are $50 per person. It’s a BYOB
and Bring Your Own Food event — a
sold-out event for the past nine years and
I’m extremely thankful for the support
given to help these children who are
afflicted with a rare and presently incur-
able disease.

On Monday, January 31, a part of
Mountainside was lost when 18-year-old
BJ Giannone passed away after compet-
ing in a swim meet with St. Peter’s Prep.
No words can describe the pain, empti-
ness and loss. If there is a shining point to
any of this, it’s the way us Mountainsiders
came out in love and support for the
Giannone’s and were there in every way
possible to help ease their pain during this
most difficult time in their life. This sup-
port system is hard to duplicate else-
where, but is ever present in Mountainside.

While BJ was a junior at St. Peter’s
Prep, he and another fellow classmate
had an idea to form a club. They devel-
oped the idea, presented it to the admin-
istration and the club was approved and
has been thriving ever since. The club

that BJ formed is called “The Society
for Comedic Appreciation.” We’ve de-
cided that this year’s Comedy Show on
March 12 will be in honor and in
memory of BJ.

BJ also had plans on going down to
West Virginia to help those in need. In
keeping with that train of thought, our
10th Annual Comedy Show will also
feature a drop-off of non-perishable food
donations which we will also donate in
BJ’s name for the third annual food drive
sponsored by the legislative office of
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick.

If you would like to join us this year
and put a table together with some of your
friends, please let me know soon so I can
accommodate your request. If you cannot
join us and would like to help defray
some of the costs of this production, we
will gladly welcome your donation. Thank
you for your support, kindness and gener-
osity. Please make checks payable to the:
I.F.O.P.A. and mail to: Gary W. Whyte,
289 Old Tote Road Mountainside, NJ
07092-1835. Call me with any questions
at (973) 712-4216.

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

As superintendent of the K-12 Clark
Public School District, I wish to thank the
numerous members of the New Jersey
State Legislature who took valuable time
from their personal and professional time
to visit our school district in support of an
Anti-Bullying initiative and program at
Arthur L. Johnson High School.

Last month Governor Christie signed
into law Assembly Bill A-3466, more
popularly known as the “New Jersey Anti-
Bulling Bill of Rights,” of which each of
our legislative guests was a sponsor, co-
sponsor or supporter. This legislation es-
tablishes New Jersey as the most progres-
sive and proactive state in the nation in
dealing with the societal issues of bully-
ing, cyber bullying and harassment. All
too often in popular culture, the bully is
depicted almost in a humorous light, and
as an acceptable part of a school or neigh-
borhood.

The newly enacted landmark legisla-
tion trains educators to the phenomena of
bullying and harassment, and places in-
terventions in place to assure that bully-
ing must be monitored, reported and acted
upon immediately.

This past week the Clark Public School
District scheduled three separate presen-
tations on bullying, cyber bullying and
youth depression by national presenter
John Halligan. Two student assemblies
were held at our high school, along with
an evening parent presentation, Presenter
Halligan, whose 13 year-old son, Ryan,
committed suicide as a result of enduring

years of bullying both at school and online
by his classmates; has dedicated his life
to visiting schools to share Ryan’s story
with impressionable middle and high
school students.

Halligan imparts a message to students
that “you can turn an inkblot into a butter-
fly,” highlighting the powerful healing
messages of forgiveness and uncondi-
tional love. John Halligan also addressed
the often-overlooked third part of the
bullying phenomena, that being the by-
standers who comprise the bully’s audi-
ence. If a bully’s friends refuse to tolerate
his or her actions and encourage the bully
to stop, their efforts will likely be more
effective than anyone else’s attempts to
change the bully’s mind.

During the evening session, Halligan
commented that parents need to make
sure that their children are knowledge-
able of the power that bystanders pos-
sess in regard to either encouraging or
discouraging bullying. We were ex-
tremely touched and honored to have a
total of 11 members of the New Jersey
Legislature attend the various programs
throughout the day in support of our
District’s Anti-Bullying message. A
number of our guests addressed the as-
semblage, speaking poignantly on the
issue of bullying and their own experi-
ences in encountering the phenomena of
bullying, personally as children and later
in life as parents.

In addition to our wonderful two local
legislators who can always be counted
on to support the Clark Public Schools,
Assemblyman Jerry Green and Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender, we were joined
by nine other esteemed members of the
State Legislature. Among our guests
were New Jersey Anti-Bullying Bill of
Rights Sponsors Senator Barbara Buono
and Assemblywoman Mary Pat Angelini;
and bill co-sponsors, Senator Christo-
pher “Kip” Bateman, Senator Raymond
Lesniak, Assemblymen Patrick Diegnan
Jr. and Jon Bramnick; and Assembly-
women  Joan Voss, Mila Jasey, and
Annette Quijano. Also lending their sup-
port through their attendance at our pro-
grams were New Jersey State Board of
Education Members Edithe Fulton and
Jack Fornaro, and former Governor Jim
McGreevey.

Both the attendance of our guests in
district and their thought-provoking and
supportive comments underscored to all
in attendance that we have legislators in
Trenton who are engaged in making their
school experience a better quality of life.
At the same time it also illustrated to
students, staff, parents and administra-
tion that these legislators are working
hand in hand with school administrators
and boards of education to assure a posi-
tive school environment where students
can learn, grow and flourish, free from
the negative influences of bullying, in-
timidation and harassment.

To each of our guests I extend my
heartfelt thanks and appreciation.

Kenneth Knops, Superintendent
Clark Public School District

Rep. Leonard Lance voted to repeal
the new health care reform law. He favors
allowing people to purchase insurance
across state lines and implementing medi-
cal malpractice insurance reform. He
agrees that health insurance providers
should not discriminate against people
with pre-existing conditions and that chil-
dren should be allowed to stay on their
parents’ policies until age 26.

Mr. Lance does not suggest how the
50,700,000 people presently without
health insurance, according to the 2010
United States Census, are to get health
insurance without this law. It is unreason-
able to assume that they, many of whom
live in poverty, will be able to afford to
purchase insurance across state lines. He
does not indicate what would motivate
health insurance companies to lower their
premiums. There is little evidence there
has been meaningful, if any, lowering of
premiums in states with several health
insurance companies competing against
each other for business.

Some states have lower standards for
benefits and for protecting the rights of
the insured. Mr. Lance would have people
find insurance from companies in these
states among the others.

Medical malpractice reform would only
slightly dent the high cost of health care
in the United States. According to the
non-partisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice in a letter dated October 9,2009 to
Senator Orrin G. Hatch, “CBO now esti-
mates, on the basis of an analysis incor-
porating the results of recent research,
that (tort reform)…would reduce total
national health care spending by about
.05 percent (about $11 billion in 2009).”
For some perspective, according to USA
Today, the United States spent $2.5 tril-
lion on health care in 2009.

Mr. Lance said, “I want to be the prime
sponsor of the bill in the House, to ask the
Supreme Court to take that case immedi-
ately.” He was referring to the challenge
to the constitutionality of the mandate of
Congress under the Commerce Clause of
the United States Constitution (Article I,
Section 8) requiring individuals to pur-
chase health insurance or face penalties.
The health insurance industry argues that,

unless everyone is insured, it would be
financially impossible to cover everyone
under the new law.

A successful challenge to this mandate
would gut the new law, including those
provisions Mr. Lance supports! Nor does
the American Medical Association favor
repealing a law, which would permit its
members to care for and treat the people
now financially unable to afford care.

Americans are required to do many
things. Pay taxes. Be drafted when there
is a draft. Have a Passport when going
abroad. Have car registration. Buy car
insurance. They do so because this is
what good citizens do. Requiring them to
buy private health insurance would be
good for them and good for the country.

But, sadly, we do not live in a country
today when doing for others is of high
value. Long gone are the days when a
new President could say, “Do not ask
what your country can do for you; ask
what you can do for your country.”

Today it is also about ideology rather
than pragmatism. Gone are the days when
Senator Dirksen worked with Democratic
Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield
and Democratic President Lyndon B.
Johnson to pass Medicare and Medicaid.

Health care insurance for all was first
proposed by Republican President Teddy
Roosevelt more than a century ago. How
odd that Mr. Lance opposes the very
program one of the giants of the Repub-
lican Party first supported!

 Teddy Roosevelt would not feel at
home in today’s right-wing ideologically
driven Republican Party. This was, after
all, also the party of such politically dif-
ferent people as Abraham Lincoln,
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Gerald R. Ford,
Ronald Reagan, Jacob K. Javits, Nelson
A. Rockefeller, John V. Lindsay, Marga-
ret Chase Smith, and Clifford P. Case.

 Maybe the Supreme Court will hold
the new health care reform law unconsti-
tutional. The time will come, however,
when there will be universal health care.
Quoting Victor Hugo, “Stronger than
armies is an idea whose time has come.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4000
George Devanney, Mgr.

gdevanney@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.

(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Pfeiffer Fundraiser
A fundraiser for the Carly Pfeiffer

Benefit Fund will be held on March 10 at
7:15 p.m. at the Crossroads in Garwood.
The program will feature standup com-
edy and music. Tickets are $25 per per-
son. The benefit is for the family of former
Westfield Firefighter Jim Pfeiffer who
died last year. For tickets and more infor-
mation, please call (917) 670-7020.


