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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Thanks to All Who
Donated to Toy Drive
On behalf of Sister Jacinta Fernandes

of The St. Joseph’s Social Service Center
in Elizabeth, the children that received
the toys, and The Msgr. John M. Walsh
Council 5437, Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus, I’d like to thank everyone for
their generous monetary and toy dona-
tions to our annual toy drive.

Our special thanks to the following for
their generous donation of toys as well:
The St. Anne’s Church of Garwood Ro-
sary Society members and president
Christine Guerriero, the Garwood PTA
members and president Lisa Marano, the
Garwood Pre-School Parents Playgroup
and president Jennifer Blumenstock and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School se-
nior Becky Chavan, who collected over
100 toys at the First United Methodist
Church in Scotch Plains. Once again your
generosity has helped our council help
the less fortunate.

Keith Gallagher
Dennis Clark

Brian Downey
Garwood K of C

Resident Stands Up For
Political Correctness
A recent letter-to-the-editor denigrated

political correctness and stated, “Never
again should it raise its ugly head or be
allowed to see the light of day.” I am
sorry, but I couldn’t disagree more. I have
never defined political correctness as the
author of that letter did. Indeed, I have
always seen political correctness as a sort
of morally proper way of treating other
people. We all know names that we have
used that are insulting to various nation-
alities. Political correctness to me simply
means to think about other people before
you use such words. Think about how
they would feel if you used such words to
describe them. Political correctness means
that you don’t use insulting slurs to de-
scribe people of various nationalities, re-
ligions, ethnic backgrounds, disabilities
or sexual persuasions. “Mentally chal-
lenged” may seem like a mouthful, but I
think a person would much rather be
called that than “mentally retarded.”
Speakers should use words that treat other
people with respect and dignity- as they
would like to be treated – rather than
using insulting words. The author stated
that the concept of political correctness
goes against all Constitutional guaran-
tees because it does not allow us to ex-
press ourselves the way we want to; that
political correctness would make Ameri-
cans afraid to express themselves. I am
sorry, I did not realize that the Constitu-
tion required us to be mean to each other.
It may allow us to, but it does not mean
that we should choose to. I have seen how
some people have expressed themselves,
and wished that they hadn’t done it so
caustically. I do not believe that I must
use disparaging words about others in
order to express myself. I prefer to live in
a society that treats each other with kind
words instead of mean ones, with respect
instead of disdain, with empathy instead
of insults. Political correctness does not
take away my ability to voice an opinion;
on the contrary, it forces me to think more
carefully about the words I use. It makes
me think, “how would a truly good per-
son make these statements?” Would he/
she use that word to describe that person?
While I may have the ability and the right
to use that word, should I really use it? I
do not wish to see the end of political
correctness: I wish to see more people
understand what it really is and then to
treat each other with respectful words.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Westfield Councilman and DPW
Look Forward to Springtime

Dear Ms. Powell, Thank you so much
for your kind letter (February 10, 2011
letter to the editor). It is greatly appreci-
ated. As you mention, this winter has
tested our resources and manpower and is
why so much credit needs to go to our
Department of Public Works employees.

At this time last year we had a total of
about 14 inches of snow, while this year
we have now greater than three feet! The

DPWs commitment and diligence during
this record-breaking snowfall season has
been astonishing. (If there is anyone in
town looking forward to springtime in
Westfield, it is our DPW staff!)

Again, thanks so much and glad we
could help. All my best.

Frank Arena
Westfield Councilman

Shackamaxon Pres. Writes to Press
Re: Golf Club Pending Sale to RDC

The Shack Is Back; SP Shouldn’t
Place Obstacles to Shackamaxon Deal

I was pleased to read the note (see
below) from Shackamaxon’s Rob
Schwartz that the golf and country club
will be sold to a company that owns and
manages golf courses nearby. My father
was co-owner of Shackamaxon from
1954-1957 (and lived three houses away
from the course entrance for 51 years).
He would be rolling in his grave if he
thought the town would either allow its
sale to a housing developer or make it the
home of its municipal buildings.

Golf and all the social activity that
revolves around it remains a relevant
tradition in the area and this facility,
managed well, can rise to its former his-
torical glory as a marquee attraction of
the town. Reasonable due diligence is
fine, but please don’t let the town place
unnecessary obstacles to letting this deal
go through.

Glenn Gutmacher
Sharon, Mass.

Editor’s Note: The following letter,
received by Mr. Gutmacher, was written
by the club president.

I am pleaseed to report that after our
exhaustive efforts, the board has approved
moving forward with a sale of
Shackamaxon to a respected northern
New Jersey golf course operator. The
sale will be subject to approval of the
membership, but the vital first steps have
been taken and a path through the deep
New Jersey snows toward the continua-
tion of Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club for 2011 and beyond has been shov-
eled.

RDC Golf Group, Inc.
(rdcgolfgroup.com) owns and manages golf
courses in the area including Forsgate Coun-
try Club. Founded by its president, Christo-
pher Schiavone, RDC has a reputation for
excellence in the golf course industry. Mr.
Schiavone is also affiliated with the owners
of Fiddlers Elbow. RDC appreciates the
Tillinghast gem that they are purchasing
and knows how to care for it; we will be
playing golf at Shack in the spring!

Timing – After an exhaustive search,
RDC and Shack have signed a letter out-
lining the transaction. The next step is to
move as expeditiously as possible to com-
plete and execute a formal purchase agree-
ment (which will be subject to approval
of the membership). Once that is com-
pleted, I will call a general meeting for
proprietary members to vote on the pro-
posal. I am hopeful that such a meeting
will occur at the beginning of March.
Subsequent and frequent meetings will
be scheduled with all members and RDC
in order to get to know them better and

hear about their plans for our club.
Once the contract is signed, the formal

due diligence process begins (RDC has
already commenced preliminary due dili-
gence). RDC will have a maximum of 60
days to do environmental studies of the
property, engineering studies of the pre-
mises and other important reviews. While
they will have 60 days, we hope that the
process will not take that long. Once the
due diligence period is completed, the
transaction will be “closed” and RDC
will pay for and own the golf course,
clubhouse and other assets of
Shackamaxon. The board is mindful that
this takes us to May 1 and will be discuss-
ing various plans to get the club ready for
the season in advance of the finalization
of the sale.

Scotch Plains – The Township of
Scotch Plains is very concerned that
Shackamaxon not be to sold to a devel-
oper.

While the board looked at the bids of
many developers, they were not feasible
because the developers would not pay the
purchase price until they received all
permits necessary to develop the land.
That is a process that could take three to
five years (or longer), which made such a
transaction impractical. As a defensive
measure, the Township of Scotch Plains
has undertaken a determination as to
whether Shackamaxon is “in need of re-
development.” Most of the criteria for
making this determination deal with
blighted areas. It is my personal opinion
that Shackamaxon does not constitute a
“blighted area.” It is further my personal
opinion that as it becomes evident that
Shackamaxon will continue its nearly
100-year history as a golf course, the
municipal officials will back away from
its plans.

Many moving parts. Many questions
yet to be answered. I have deliberately
stayed away from some of the details
because, as I have said, the discussions
are ongoing and there is much work to do.
While I know that some (many) of you
would like to be involved in this on a
detailed basis, it is just not possible. You
have elected an excellent Board of Trust-
ees and they are overseeing this process
with your best interest at the fore. My
next communication will be to solicit
your approval of the transaction. I hope
that you will agree that this is the best
possible outcome for the club.

Just a little while longer and Shack will
rise again!

Rob Schwartz, President
Shackamaxon Golf & CC

I am writing regarding recent reports
in this publication and other local press
on the demise of Shackamaxon Golf and
Country Club in Scotch Plains and the
anticipated sale of its property.

As the current president of the club, on
behalf of our Board of Trustees, I am pleased
to report that we expect the nearly 100-year
history of the property as a golf club and an
important taxpaying citizen of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will continue.

Subject to the completion of a formal
contract and the approval of our mem-
bers, the Board of Trustees has approved
the sale of the club to RDC Golf Group,
Inc., a respected northern New Jersey
golf course operator which owns Forsgate
Country Club and is affiliated with Fid-
dlers Elbow Country Club in Hunterdon
County. RDC was attracted to the oppor-
tunity to own a golf course designed by
the famed golf course architect Albert W.
Tillinghast. RDC intends to re-energize
the current membership of the club and
invest in the facility to make it more
attractive as a multi-faceted recreational
facility for families.

Over the past several years
Shackamaxon has experienced all of the
challenges that confront golf clubs
throughout the country resulting from
general economic conditions, changing
family lifestyles and the aging and relo-
cation of a long-term membership base.

Our Board of Trustees recognized that
member-owned country clubs were rap-
idly becoming very difficult to sustain
and that the preservation and enhance-
ment of the facility to make it attractive to
young families required a new business
model. Accordingly, we decided to put
the club up for sale and we conducted an
exhaustive process to identify prospec-

tive purchasers, both golf club operators
and parties who might have an interest in
the property for development purposes.

Understandably, officials of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains were concerned
about the prospects of the property being
sold to a residential real estate developer
and announced intentions to acquire con-
trol of the property through a complex
process of having the property desig-
nated an “area in need of redevelop-
ment,” which typically is a means of
redeveloping blighted commercial and
industrial properties. I doubt that the
neighboring property owners in Scotch
Plains and Westfield regard the open
space of a golf course as a blighted prop-
erty.

With the contemplated sale to RDC
now being public, it is our expectation
that the concerns of Scotch Plains offi-
cials will be mitigated, as the property
will be preserved as attractive open recre-
ational space and a significant taxpayer
to the municipality. Moreover, the en-
hancement of the facility’s catering and
business meeting capabilities and the
continuation of the golf course as a venue
for regional golf tournaments will attract
people to the Scotch Plains – Westfield
area and benefit local business owners
and residents in numerous ways.

The Shackamaxon Board of Trustees
views the transition of the member-owned
club to new ownership as a beginning, not
an end, for the members of Shackamaxon,
and a continuation of long-standing good
neighbor relationship the club has en-
joyed with the Scotch Plains – Westfield
communities since 1916.

Robert A. Schwartz, President,
Shackamaxon Golf and CC, Inc.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Micropterous – Short-winged or

short-finned
2. Dagoba – Buddhist monumental

structure containing the relics of Buddha
3. Superalimentation – Excess eating
4. Atheroma – An encysted tumor,

containing cheesy matter

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BROSE
1. Very bright green shade
2. A thick porridge made by mixing

boiling water or liquid with meal
3. Speaking rapidly
4. Drawn up so that it does not touch

the ground; elevated
INDABA

1. Cannibalism
2. In South Africa, an outsider; a for-

eigner
3. Oiled leather, worn by lumbermen

and trappers
4. A conference among South Ameri-

can tribes
DERMESTES

1. Thick skinned; obese
2. Ringworm
3. The first Greek warrior to be slain at

the seige of Troy
4. A genus of insects whose larvae

devour dead bodies
ZEL

1. A kind of Oriental cymbal
2. In Hinduism, animate beings
3. An instrument for trimming roofing

slates
4. South American freshwater electric

eel

Community Living for Disabled
Less Expensive Than Institutions

With Gov. Christie days away from
introducing New Jersey’s 2012 budget,
state leaders continue to overlook an op-
portunity to achieve significant savings
simply by complying with federal law.
Under the Olmstead Act, the Americans
with Disabilities Act requires states to
enable people with mental disabilities to
live in community settings rather than
institutions. Nearly 3,000 New Jersey
residents live in developmental centers –
more than every state except Texas – and
in 2005 New Jersey introduced its Path to
Progress for complying with Olmstead
by 2015. To date the state has failed to
make meaningful progress and now faces
lawsuits filed on behalf of these resi-
dents.

Institutional living costs $285,795 per
individual per year, or 250 percent more
than the cost of community living. The
cost for providing those same services in
the community is $113,880. In 2009,
New Jersey’s seven developmental cen-

ters consumed 31 percent of the $1.4-
billion budget of the Division of Devel-
opmental Disabilities while serving less
than 8 percent of the population served by
the department – government inefficiency
at its worst.

We began CAU in 1979 by success-
fully removing 20 people with develop-
mental disabilities from institutional liv-
ing and integrating them into the commu-
nity. Today we assist more than 3,500
individuals with all kinds of disabilities
each year. Community living offers people
with disabilities the opportunity to live in
their own homes, receiving the support
they need, contributing to society – in
many ways financial – and building self-
esteem. Yet if that moral compulsion and
compliance with federal law is not enough
incentive, then Gov. Christie should just
do the math.

Sidney Blanchard, Exec. Director
Community Access Unlimited

Mountainside BOE Must Focus on
Current and Future School Budgets

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: The following was sent
to Mountainside Board of Education
members.

Dear Board Members and Commu-
nity:

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the board for coordinating the round
table; it was fantastic to see so many from
our community participate.

I am sure that the board can empathize
with many of the families who are strug-
gling with their own budgets. We do,
unfortunately, have some members of
our community who have lost their jobs.
We as a community need to be cognizant
of our children’s education and personal
financial struggles.

Although Madam President mentioned
that a few years ago under the Corzine
Administration the community did not
want to explore the option of shared ser-
vices, times have changed and we, as a
community, find ourselves in a budget
crisis with a deficit of $1,000,000. We as
a community need to explore the option
of shared administration with Berkeley
Heights. Although this would not solve
the immediate budget issue, we need to
position ourselves for the future. I am not
suggesting that we give Berkeley Heights
our money and have them decide the
future of our students, or that we would
not have our own board of education. We
would share the CSA, business adminis-
trator, and the Child Study Team posi-

tions. Not sharing administration is a
luxury we can no longer afford.

We are paying an IT teacher $74,000 to
teach two classes at Deerfield and that
position also receives a stipend for
$29,000 to be the IT person for the district
plus benefits. Why can’t we share an IT
person with Berkeley Heights for the
$29,000 and have one of the other staff
members teach the two classes that are
being taught? We would save the $74,000
plus benefits.

I understand that the Mountainside
teachers are working without a contract.
Has this been taken into account? Are we
to assume that there will be no contract?
Or will the teachers continue without
raises?

As Laurie Maier suggested, we need to
align our curriculum with Berkeley
Heights so our children are on the same
page with the Berkeley Heights students
when entering Governor Livingston High
School. Purchasing textbooks and mate-
rials with Berkeley Heights to receive
better discounts is something that needs
to be done immediately.

Borough Administrator Jim Debbie
indicated that the childcare program two
years ago was making a profit of $160,000.
The board made a bad decision when
revamping the child care program. We
need to keep the childcare program IN
TOWN. We, as a community, need to
bring in revenue to our school, not give

the revenue to another facility.
There were mentions of state mandates

and board policy. Do we in Mountainside
have board policies that are richer than
state mandates? If so, would there be any
savings to the community to change a
board policy?

The figure was given that we are cur-
rently paying Governor Livingston
$12,xxx per year for our students to at-
tend the high school. Last evening it was
mentioned that the auditors found
Mountainside should be paying $14,xxx
per student per year, so we will be given
a bill. How can we budget $13,xxx per
student per year if we already have a
shortfall? We expect the cost to be less
next year than what the audit stated this
year?

My suggestions I propose for now:
1. Privatize the IT position.
2. Pay to play sports and transportation

for sports.
3. Courtesy busing.
4. Retain the daycare program and

revamp it to make it more profitable.
5. Negotiate the per student rate with

Berkeley Heights.
We as a community have tough deci-

sions to make. We need to focus not only
for the upcoming budget, but future bud-
gets.

Tracey Murdoch
Mountainside

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Candidates Seeking These Offices
Have Been Few and Far Between

These are historic times for volunteers who be-
come elected and serve on New Jersey Public School
Boards. Soon, such as in Westfield, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Garwood and throughout the
state’s more than 566 school districts, candidates
will file for the open positions to be decided by the
school board elections on Tuesday, April 27.

The education system in New Jersey is undergoing
sweeping changes led by Governor Chris Christie’s
initiatives, marked to improve performance and to
bring taxpayer costs in line with fiscal necessity.

The existing public education system flywheel is
colossal and change is being fought at every turn to
protect ingrained arrangements. Granted, this is em-
blematic of human reaction. The unions, superinten-
dents and local boards are filing lawsuits at every
turn – the state funding formula, caps on superinten-
dent salaries and property taxes, change of the tenure
system with institution of performance based com-

pensation, healthcare, pensions, expansion of char-
ter schools and support for private institutions.

That change will occur is certain in our opinion –
but what change? The school board members to be
elected in two months, along with others whose
terms have not expired will have a big part to play on
where the new course heads. Will their service be
constructive, disobliging, inspired, inventive, or just
a wait and see?

The times and the challenges may be daunting
such that few will seek the positions. We hope not. In
the past, candidates seeking these offices have been
few and far between – even in the best of times.

Residents interested in becoming a candidate can
obtain nominating petitions at their local school
board office. For boards in our area, petitions need to
be signed and delivered to the board secretary by 4
p.m., Tuesday, March 8, in order for the candidate’s
name to be placed on the ballot.


