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Ward Opts Not to Seek
Third Freeholder Term
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Freeholder Nancy
Ward of Westfield has announced that
she will not seek a third term this
November, citing increasing profes-
sional demands and family obligations.

Ms. Ward was appointed to free-
holder board by the Union County
Democratic Committee in October
2004 to fill a vacancy and was elected
to a full, three-year term in November
2005. She was reelected to a second
term in 2008. The former Linden resi-
dent moved to Westfield last year
where she has a private law practice.

“It has been a true honor to serve
the residents of Union County and an
honor to be chosen by my Demo-
cratic Party and to have been the first
woman from Linden to sit on this
board,” Ms. Ward said.

Union County Democratic Commit-
tee Chairman Charlotte DeFilippo
thanked Freeholder Ward for her efforts.

“Freeholder Ward has been a great
asset to county government,” Ms.
DeFilippo said. “She is an individual
of empathy and intelligence who has
demonstrated great foresight in her
decisions on the freeholder board.”

At last week’s freeholder meeting,
where Freeholder Ward made her an-
nouncement, she said she would fin-
ish out the remaining 10 months on
her term working mostly to continue
the implementation of Christopher’s
Program. The program works directly
with the courts to place at-risk youths
in the program which focuses on the
dangers of gangs and youth violence.

Westfield Councilman and Acting
Democratic Chairman David Haas told
The Westfield Leader that,
“Christopher’s program has made a
real difference for the youth of the
county.”

Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon also thanked Ms. Ward for
her service by saying, “Nancy is a
humanitarian who will be remem-
bered for her work on this board in
helping others. She will be missed
and we all wish her well.”

As 2008 chairman of the Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund, Freeholder Ward
worked on the county’s acquisition
of the Clark Reservoir and Ameri-
can-Hungarian Citizens Club, and the
opening of Esposito Farm Park, all in
Clark. She also chaired the board’s
shared services committee.

Freeholder Ward has been a mem-
ber of the Linden Economic Devel-
opment Corporation and after the 9/
11 attacks she volunteered her legal
services, for which she received rec-
ognition from then-Attorney General
John Farmer.

She replaced John Wohlwrab on
the board when he resigned follow-
ing his arrest in 2004 for domestic
abuse.

Possible candidates for the seat
include Mr. Haas who said he was
“definitely interested” and was “ex-

ploring the possibility” of running
for the seat.

The other incumbents up for re-
election this year are Freeholders
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth and Chris
Hudak of Linden, both Democrats.
Mr. Hudak was named by his party to
fill a vacancy in December left by the
resignation of Rick Proctor, the newly
elected mayor of Rahway.

Sullivan Announces Support
Of Amtrak Tunnel Proposal
COUNTY — Union County Free-

holder Daniel Sullivan has announced
his support for Amtrak’s proposed
Gateway Project, which, he said,
would “greatly expand” capacity for
Amtrak and NJ Transit trains travel-
ing to midtown Manhattan.

“The Gateway Project would have
a huge positive impact on Union
County and the entire region,” said
Mr. Sullivan, who also serves as chair-
man of the North Jersey Transporta-
tion Planning Authority (NJTPA). “Its
construction would have immediate
benefits by creating much-needed
jobs, and in the long run, the im-
provements to our rail infrastructure
would fuel economic development in
the county and beyond.”

The proposed Gateway Project was
announced last week by Amtrak Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer Jo-

seph Boardman and U.S. Senators
Frank R. Lautenberg and Robert
Menendez.

Amtrak plans to spend $50 million
to begin preliminary engineering and
design on two new rail tunnels from
New Jersey to New York City that
would increase NJ Transit’s train ca-
pacity and allow for development of
regional high-speed rail on the North-
east Corridor. The announcement
comes in the wake of the cancellation
of the Access to the Region’s Core
(ARC) rail tunnel project late last
year.

“ARC may be gone, but there is
still a very real and compelling need
for more trans-Hudson transit capac-
ity,” Mr. Sullivan said. “We’re now
vying with other regions around the
country and the world for economic
activity. World-class transit service
for New Jersey and real high-speed
rail for the mid-Atlantic and north-
east will make us truly competitive.”

Mr. Sullivan also pointed out that
the project would have strong eco-
nomic benefits at the local level by
boosting home values along the lines
and creating development opportu-
nities, especially in areas near train
stations.

“Make no mistake about it,” Mr.
Sullivan said, “the Gateway Project
would be a true investment in the
future of our county and region, with
very real and positive impacts for our
residents.”

The new tunnels would allow for
an additional 13 NJ Transit trains
per peak hour and increase the num-
ber of Amtrak trains into the city by
eight per hour. It would provide con-
nections to Moynihan Station and a
new Penn Station South, which
would be connected to the existing
New York Penn Station. The project
also would replace and expand the
Portal Bridge, a “vital component”
of the Northeast Corridor, Mr.
Sullivan said.

Amtrak projects that the project
could be completed in 2020 at an
estimated cost of $13.5 billion. It will
take a lead in finding ways to pay the
cost and will look for contributions
from local, regional and state gov-
ernments, the New York’s Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority (MTA),
as well as private investors.
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Free Initial Consultation

“ We first selected Dr. Merriman based on her professional expertise and proven 
excellence in the field of dentistry but have remained loyal patients that have 
referred many of our friends and neighbors to her because of the positive rela-
tionship and genuine interest both she and her staff have extended to us. It is 
rare to find a subject matter expert who also makes the effort to get to know you 
as a person. Dr. Merriman seeks to provide this extraordinary experience to each 
of her patients.” 

— Heidi Guest, patient, CEO and President of The Guest Experience 

We are proud of our reputation of competence and compassion and  
invite you to call our unique practice for an appointment. 

Improving the Lives of Our Patients

SUNITA 
MERRIMAN, DDS

General and Aesthetic 
Enhancing Dentistry

Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL 

cardholders. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click 
on Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 and press 0. It’s your Library …  

make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

Julie Pasqual, Storyteller 
Wednesday, February 23  7:00 pm 

Think stories are just for 
kids? Think again! Storyteller 
Julie Pasqual celebrates Black 
History Month with wonder-
ful African/American and   
African tales. A graduate of 
New York City’s High School 
of the Performing Arts, she 
has performed in 48 of the 
50 states and has told stories 
at venues such as the Ken-
nedy Center, the New Jersey 
Storytelling Festival and the 
Connecticut Storytelling
Festival. Come and be enter-
tained.

Local Women to Be Honored
At Status of Women Dinner
AREA – The year’s Union County

Commission on the Status of Women
Excellence Awards include several
local residents.

The women will be awarded at a
dinner on Friday, March 25, at The
Westwood, located at 438 North Av-
enue in Garwood. The award is given
to women in a variety of different
fields, including education, health
care, the arts, government, business,
law, community service, technology,
humanitarianism, public service,
women’s advocacy, and lifetime
achievement.

Marylese Benson of Westfield, di-
rector of behavioral health and psy-
chiatry at the Trinitas Regional Medi-
cal Center in Elizabeth, is being hon-
ored for her work in the field of
mental health. According to her biog-
raphy on the hospital’s website, Ms.
Benson devotes her life to working
with “vulnerable populations, prima-
rily children and families, to help
them lead healthier, safer, and more
productive lives.” She has worked at
Trinitas (formerly Elizabeth General
Hospital) for 35 years.

Diana Taylor of Westfield was a
United States Cadet Nurse Corps
during World War II and received a
United States Commission upon
graduation from Jersey City State
College and Medical Center with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Nurs-
ing and Health Education. She also
has a master’s from Rutgers Univer-
sity with post-graduate work at Co-
lumbia University and New York Uni-
versity. She is currently a realtor with
Century 21/Taylor and Love in
Westfield and is a mental health spe-
cialist with the Red Cross.

Fanwood residents Adele Kenny
and Phyllis Mirabella will also be
honored. Ms. Kenny is being hon-
ored for her efforts in arts and hu-
manities. The author of 23 books in
poetry and nonfiction, she is the
founder and director of the Carriage
House Poetry Reading Series, which
she started in 1998. Ms. Kenny is also
the arts council director at the Patricia
Kuran Arts Center in Fanwood. She
taught English and creative writing
in the Rahway Public Schools for 20
years.

Mrs. Mirabella of Fanwood, an
assistant vice-president at Chubb
Group of Insurance Companies, and
wife of Union County Freeholder Al
Mirabella, is being cited for her civic
and community leadership. She is

part of the staff for the Leadership
Training Conference LTC), which is
a part of the New Jersey Association
of Student Councils (NJASC). For 12
years she has served as a senior coun-
selor and in the past two years, she
served on the Coordinating Commit-
tee (Board of Directors). She recently
organized a mini LTC session for 105
students at Park and Terrill Middle
Schools. Mrs. Mirabella also serves
on the Board of Directors of the Edu-
cation Enrichment Foundation.

Scotch Plains resident Adrienne
Robertiello, an autism educator at
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
New Brunswick, is being cited for
her community service efforts in-
cluding working to establish a par-
ent advisory council for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public schools and
organizing workshops in
Mountainside and Toms River for
recreation providers from around
the state to discuss requirements
under the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) to provide inclusive
recreation for people with disabili-
ties. She also created the “Make
Friends With Autism” program at
Children’s Specialized.

Union County Sheriff’s Lieuten-
ant Kara Davis of Hillside, president
of the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge
103, is being honored for her law
enforcement work.

Flor Gonzalez of Plainfield,
founder and president of the Latin
American Coalition, is being recog-
nized for her efforts in immigration
advocacy. She has devoted herself to
advocating for the large Latino com-
munity in Plainfield.

Joyce Passen of Monroe, employed
at Atlantic Health in Summit, is to be
recognized for her work in commu-
nity health, while middle school
teacher Maryellen Moffitt, an educa-
tor for 28 years with the Roselle
Public Schools, is be recognized for
her work in education. She coordi-
nates the Roselle gifted and talented
program.

Mary Reilly, a leader of Cranford’s
Green Team, a group devoted to-
wards working to make the environ-
ment cleaner, safer, and better for
the future, is being recognized for
her efforts to protect the environ-
ment.

Tickets for the dinner are avail-
able at $40 per person by contact-
ing Carol Lombardo at (908) 789-
0508.

Lawmakers Seek
Firearm Capacity Limits

TRENTON — Assembly Budget
Committee Chairman Louis
Greenwald (D-Camden) and Assem-
blywoman Annette Quijano (D-
Union) have announced they have in-
troduced legislation (A-3807), which
would protect New Jerseyans and re-
duce violent gun crimes by imposing
tighter limits on high-capacity ammu-
nition magazines for firearms.

Under the bill, magazines used in
firearms would be limited to a maxi-
mum capacity of 10 rounds. This bill
would enact a state-level prohibition
designed to mirror a provision of the
1994 assault weapons ban.

“It is abundantly clear that the use
of high-capacity magazines has, more
often than not, been used with mali-
cious intent,” Asw. Quijano said. “By
eliminating the availability of high-
capacity magazines in New Jersey, the
hope is to limit the number of injuries
or casualties in the event of an armed
assault. This type of measure has been
successful in the past, and if we can re-
implement it, all New Jerseyans will
be that much safer.”

The legislation follows the Janu-
ary attack on a crowd outside a Tuc-
son, Ariz. grocery store, including
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.).
The shooter fired a full 31-round
clip.

RSVP Offers Tax
Assistance to Seniors
AREA — The Union County be

Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram (RSVP) program is offering
volunteer income tax assistance tax
counselors offering free federal and
New Jersey state tax assistance to
Union County citizens that earn less
than $50,000 per year.

Appointments are required at all of
the following sites: Elizabeth Public
Library, call (908) 354-6060, exten-
sion 7212; Union Township Center,
call (908) 851-5290; Rahway Sr.
Center, call (732) 827-2016 and New
Jersey Community FoodBank in Hill-
side, call (908) 355-3663, extension
238 or 299.

Ed Pollack Awarded
Meritorious Award

WESTFIELD — Dr. Seth Berkley,
president of the International AIDS
Vaccine Initiative (IAVI), has awarded
Ed Pollack, director of business de-
velopment, a long-time Westfield resi-
dent, with the 2010 Presidential Meri-
torious Service Award.

Mr. Pollack was recognized for his
“outstanding contributions” as the key
negotiator of the agreements that es-
tablished IAVI’s Protocol G Program
with clinical sites in Sub-Saharan
Africa, and with universities and com-
mercial companies who collaborated
in the effort.

He joined IAVI in 2002 after tak-
ing early retirement from Merck and
Co., Inc. after 31 years of service.

S&P Lowers N.J.’s
Bond Rating to AA-

TRENTON — Standard & Poor’s
lowered New Jersey’s credit rating
on the state’s debt to AA- from AA,
citing concerns about its massive re-
tirement obligations. The state has
nearly $33 billion in debt, among the
highest in the nation, according to
S&P.

Reacting to the news, Governor
Chris Christie’sPress Secretary
Michael Drewniak responded that,
“The Legislature must take a sober
look at this report and its message,
which could hardly be clearer. Gov-
ernor Christie’s pension and benefit
reforms are necessary to manage the
state’s pension liability and ensure
long-term stability. Any further de-
lay by the Legislature is irrespon-
sible and reckless and jeopardizes
New Jersey’s fiscal health.”


