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Where academic excellence and Christ’s presence come together.
For information, to register or to sign up for a tour visit HolySaviorAcademy.com or call 908.822.5890.
1 SACRED HEART DRIVE, SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07080
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Holy Savior Academy
T H E  M I D D L E B R O O K  D E A N E RY  C AT H O L I C  S C H O O L

OPEN ENROLLMENT GOING ON NOW

Secure your child’s enrollment in HSA now. 

Early registration is recommended.

Interactive technology in every classroom

Full-day Pre-K and Kindergarten

Accelerated Math & English

21st Century Learning 
for 21st Century Minds

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Make your advertising reservations now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw

2011
Our 39th Annual Edition

By Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DRUMMING UP POTENTIAL…At Saturday’s fifth annual “Day of Percus-
sion” held at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, students, parents and potential
percussionists from the region browsed vendor tables checking out the lastest in
musical instruments. See story page 18.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THANK YOU, VETS…Local veterans were honored last Friday evening at the
third annual “Valentine’s Day With a Veteran” dinner held at the Evangel
Church on Terrill Road in Scotch Plains. About 50 attendees enjoyed a multi-
course buffet dinner provided by about 20 local restaurants and organizations.

edition of the SPMC magazine would
be enough to “give us maybe one
light” on East Second Street.

Other board members agreed that
the magazine needed to be published
thrice yearly, if for no other reason
than exposure. “We need to have it
out there,” said board member Steve
Goldberg. Mr. Biagini said the
SPMC’s budget is too small to fi-
nance extensive projects like
streetscapes. He warned that, “you’d
wipe out your whole budget” if the
board ever decided to install street
lighting. “That’s the job of the mu-
nicipal government.” Mr. Biagini said
the board has to “pick and choose
what benefits the entire district.”

While speaking of the magazine,
and in response to Mr. Del Negro’s
concern about the SPMC not aiding
landlords in filling commercial vacan-
cies, it was agreed to include a page in
forthcoming issues of Simply Scotch
Plains that will detail commercial prop-
erties that are available for lease.

Freeholders OK Lifetime Insurance
For Non-Union County Employees

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPMC

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last week
approved an ordinance that will enable
non-unionized county employees to re-
ceive lifetime health benefits upon retire-
ment in exchange for not receiving pay
increases the past few years.

Finance Director Larry Caroselli esti-
mated that the ordinance would impact
between 600 and 700 workers. The pro-
gram follows one that has been available
for years to union members such as county
corrections officers and law enforcement.

County Manager George Devanney
said non-union workers have gone three-
and-a-half years without a pay increase.
“We thought it was fair to bring them in
line with what we’ve been negotiating
with unions,” Mr. Devanney said.

Mr. Caroselli said the costs of the pro-
gram are being evaluated in actuarial
study. He said the county sets aside funds
each year to pay the additional retiree
benefit. He told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that as of last year, the
fund had reached $10 million, a portion
of which had been paid out to retirees. An
additional amount will be included to
cover non-union workers, he said.

In the ordinance, workers must be em-
ployed by the county for at least 25 years
and be 55 and over to be eligible to collect
the benefit. Employees will be able to
select a family plan of $5,000 per year or
a single plan of $1,800. The family plan
will be reduced to $2,500 when the em-
ployee becomes eligible for Medicare.

The ordinance also includes a change
in golf fees. Michael Yuska, director of
purchasing, said the county is increasing
all golf fees by $2 and eliminating the $2
online-reservation fee in the hopes of
encouraging more online reservations.
He said the county “had a low rate of
success with the online reservation,”
which the county prefers.

In other business, the board approved
the use of $37,000 from a municipal law-
enforcement account to be used to pay the
Rodgers Group, LLC of Island Heights.
Frank Rodgers, a former deputy superin-
tendent of the New Jersey State Police,
said his firm would work over the next
year to ensure the Union County Police
Department (UCPD) receives accredita-
tion from the New Jersey State Associa-
tion on Accreditation for Law Enforce-
ment and Chiefs of Police as well as the

Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies (CALEA).

He said CALEA includes 112 stan-
dards dealing with everything from pris-
oner transportation and evidence training
to profiling, “things that are causing a lot
of litigation” against police agencies. Mr.
Rodgers said his firm is under contract
with 50 law-enforcement agencies, in-
cluding seven prosecutor offices and ad-
ditional sheriff’s offices.

Mr. Rodgers estimated that accredita-
tion would result in a “substantial reduc-
tion in litigation” against the UCPD. He
said the UCPD could see a 30-percent
reduction in its litigation costs.

“It sounds interesting,” responded Free-
holder Chair Deborah Scanlon, who in-
quired about whether the accreditation
was required. Mr. Rodgers said the pro-
gram is voluntary.

He said the police chiefs association
went around the state to explain the ben-
efit of accreditation to joint insurance
funds that, subsequently, have reduced
insurance premiums by 5 to 8 percent to
agencies that complete the program.

“At some point, it is going to cost
agencies who do not have this status,”
Mr. Rodgers said.

John Bury of Kenilworth said the board
has a presentation for a program the same
night it votes on the related resolution.  “It
seems like the presentations are like a dog
and pony show. You could really get rid
of them,” Mr. Bury said.

The board amended the 2011 tempo-
rary budget by adding $12,462,024 in
grants. Among them is $18,500 for the
Cultural and Heritage Special Project.
The grant requires a 50-percent match by
the county. Mr. Caroselli said the grant
will “provide for a description of Union
County’s role in the American Revolu-
tion” and a Podcast will be prepared and
made available to the public.

The board approved a resolution for
the county to apply for $470,000 in fed-
eral funding for the Route 22 shuttle as
part of NJ Transit’s Consolidated Job
Access and Reverse Commute program.
The county will match the funding, which
is used to transport workers to retail stores
on the highway. The program was initi-
ated in 2007 to improve safety of pedes-
trians along a two-and-a-half-mile stretch
of Route 22 in Union and Springfield.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said he
would like to see 100 percent grants that
do not include county funding.

CONTACT We Care
Seeks Ex. Director

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, a New Jersey-based non-profit
dedicated to crisis intervention sui-
cide prevention through its telephone
hotline, has initiated a search for a
new Executive Director. This profes-
sional will be responsibile for the
day-to-day operation of the agency,
as well as fund-raising, public rela-
tions, financial management, Board
communications, and community and
non-profit industry representation.

The executive director will over-
see the execution of the agency’s
mission with a goal of expanding its
capabilities, funding, resources and
image—and ultimately, its ability to
help as many people as possible.

The current executive director,
David Owens, is retiring. In retire-
ment, he and his wife, Cathy, will
seek volunteer positions abroad with
the Peace Corps.

For more information on the op-
portunity, applicants may call
(908) 654-0478 or e-mail
krntss@gmail.com.

Applications will be accepted until
Thursday, March 31.www.timesnj.com

Area Towns Fight Blaze
At Plainfield Apartments

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Area firefighters fought a
wind-driven fire early Monday morning
at a Plainfield apartment building on East
Front Street.

According to Plainfield Acting Fire
Chief Frank Tidwell, the blaze at the
Netherwood Village Apartments heavily
damaged five of eight units in one of the
apartment buildings at the complex. Three
of the units were unoccupied.

Some 60 firefighters from a dozen
towns, including Plainfield, Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Lin-
den, Scotch Plains, South Plainfield and
North Plainfield, Rahway, Springfield,
Summit and Westfield were on the scene,
according to Scotch Plains Fire Chief
Jonathan Ellis, who was the on-scene fire
coordinator.

Acting Chief Tidwell said it took three
hours to bring the blaze under control.
The cause of the fire is under investiga-
tion, he said.

Chief Ellis said the fire was in the
center of the apartment complex, which
he estimated was 200 feet long, making it
impossible to reach with aerial equip-
ment. Firefighters were able to contain
the blaze to the one building.

News reports indicated that nine

firefighters were injured. Westfield
Deputy Fire Chief David Kelly told The
Westfield Leader a Westfield firefighter
sustained a knee injury and was trans-
ported to Overlook Hospital, where he
was treated and released. Chief Ellis said
firefighters from Clark and Linden also
sustained injuries.

Deputy Chief Kelly said Westfield dis-
patched one engine with four firefighters
to the scene at 1:40 a.m. and remained on
the scene until 6 a.m.

Seven residents were evacuated, with
one person taken to St. Barnabas Medical
Center in Livingston for second-degree
burns to his arms, according to news
reports.

Westfield firefighters also responded
to a fire at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 9, at the Westfield Senior Housing
Building No. 2 at 1129 Boynton Avenue.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
the fire was in an apartment located on the
first floor of the east wing. Residents of
the east wing of the building were all
safely evacuated without injury, he said.
One resident temporarily relocated.

The fire was contained to the first floor
apartment and was declared under con-
trol in 30 minutes.

Westfield received mutual aid cover-
age from the Cranford, Roselle and
Plainfield fire departments.


