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By Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHIMING IN…Members of the North Brunswick Township High School Winter Percussion Ensemble were among the
performers at Saturday’s fifth annual “Day of Percussion” held at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. The event,
sponsored by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music Boosters, was an all-day program that featured student performances, as
well as clinics featuring renowned percussionists. See story on page 18.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOCAL HERO...Fanwood resident Eric Thivierge, right, is honored by Chief of
Police Richard Trigo and Mayor Colleen Mahr at the February 8 Borough
Council meeting. Mr. Thivierge was given a commendation for his actions during
an early morning Martine Avenue house fire last fall. Mr. Thivierge called 911 as
he saw smoke coming from the home and then pounded on the door to alert the
lone resident, who woke up and made it out safely. “Your actions are, indeed,
heroic,” said Chief Trigo. “I did what anybody would have done in this
situation...and it came out as a happy ending,” said Mr. Thivierge.

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney
STANDOUTS...Allie Zazzali of Scotch Plains and Jonathan Jones of Linden were
honored as 2010 outstanding athletes at the Union County Baseball Association’s
75th Annual Hot Stove League Dinner on February 13 in Mountainside. Pictured,
left to right, are: Union County Freeholder Vice Chairman Alexander Mirabella,
Ms.  Zazzali, Mr. Jones and Freeholder Christopher Hudak.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMODELING PLANS...Representatives of McDonalds Corp. discuss remodel-
ing plans for their store on Rte. 22 with the Scotch Plains Planning Board Monday
night. Appearing for McDonalds are site engineer Keith Cahill, attorney Douglas
Janacek and site planner Paul Phillips.

Forsgate Owner Seeks to Acquire
Shackamaxon Golf Course in SP

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – As rumors
surfaced over the past few weeks of a
sale of the 95-year-old Shackamaxon
Golf & Country Club, the club an-
nounced Monday the pending sale of
the 145-acre course to RDC Golf
Group, operators of the Forsgate
Country Club in Monroe Township
and Tuscawilla Country Club in Or-
lando, Fla.

Shackamaxon President Robert
Schwartz said, in a letter to members

obtained by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times (see page 4), the next
step is “to move as expeditiously as
possible to complete and execute a
formal purchase agreement,” which
will be subject to approval of the
Shackamaxon membership. Propri-
etary members will then vote on the
proposal, a vote Mr. Schwartz antici-
pates at the beginning of March fol-
lowed by a 60-day period that the
new owners have to conduct environ-
mental and engineering studies of the
golf course, thus putting the new

ownership in place by May 1.
“The Shackamaxon Board of Trust-

ees views the transition of the mem-
ber-owned club to new ownership as
a beginning, not an end, for the mem-
bers of Shackamaxon, and a continu-
ation of the long-standing good neigh-
bor relationship the club has enjoyed
with the Scotch Plains [and] Westfield
communities since 1916,” said Mr.
Schwartz in a statement released Sun-
day to the newspaper (Please see full
letter on page 4.)

RDC is owned by Christopher
Schiavone, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, and Matthew Galvin,
executive vice-president. When
reached Monday for comment, Mr.
Galvin said RDC is a family-owned
business, unlike Shackamaxon, which
is equity-owned by its members. Mr.
Schiavone also owns the 54-hole
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club in
Bedminster, Hunterdon County, along
with his business partner, Ray
Donovan.

“Our focus is to keep it as a high-
quality golf club,” Mr. Galvin said.
“It’s our business and we have a lot of
pride in what we do.”

RDC also advises the Middlesex
County Improvement Authority on
its four municipal golf courses. RDC
submitted a proposal to Union County
in 2009 to manage the county’s two
golf courses. That contract went to
Illinois-based KemperSports.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
said the announced sale of the course
does not change the township’s deci-
sion to designate the golf course, as
well as properties occupied by the
municipal building and library, as
Areas In Need of Redevelopment.
The township council has asked the
planning board to examine the possi-
bility of relocating those buildings to
the golf course property and then to
sell the town-owned properties to a
developer with the goal of improving
the downtown while also increasing
downtown ratables. She questioned
whether RDC “knows what our in-
tentions are.”

“It (the pending sale) doesn’t give
me the reassurance that the land is
protected forever as a golf course,”
Mayor Malool said. “[And] it doesn’t
change at all my position that we
need to protect that land so that resi-
dents are not negatively impacted.”
She reasoned RDC could purchase
Shackamaxon and instead opt to de-
velop it for housing down the road.
The property currently is zoned for
one-acre residential housing lots, and
the township had said a developer
had proposed building 100 homes on
the property.

In Mr. Schwartz’s letter to mem-
bers, he said the club considered “bids
of many developers,” but that the
developers would not pay the pur-
chase price for the property “until
they received all permits necessary to
develop the land” which, he said,
could take up to five years, making
such a transaction “impractical.”

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
whose town borders the golf course,
said residents would be happy to hear
the news that Shackamaxon would
remain a golf course.

“I would think that the neighbor-
hood would be relieved that this would
not impact negatively on their quality
of life,” Mayor Skibitsky said, noting
that a housing development would
have brought additional congestion
to the area.

Scotch Plains Council Seeks
Options on Shackamaxon

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Despite the
pending sale of Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club to a golf management com-
pany, the township council on Tues-
day moved forward with a request
that the planning board evaluate
whether the golf property and several
township properties should be desig-
nated as areas in need of rehabilita-
tion, a move that Mayor Nancy Malool
said would protect against the golf
course property being developed into
residential housing in the future.

Shackamaxon, a private golf and
country club, has entered into an
agreement to be acquired by RDC
Golf Group, a New Jersey-based golf
management firm that plans to con-
tinue to operate the 95-year-old facil-
ity as a golf course.

Two weeks ago, the council passed
a resolution asking the planning board
to look into whether the land on which
the municipal building, the library
and the public works department, as
well as Shackamaxon, currently sit
should be designated as Areas in Need
of Redevelopment and whether it
would be viable to relocate the town-
ship buildings at the Shackamaxon
property, which currently is zoned as
an R-1 Residential zone. The town-
ship properties, in turn, would then
be turned over to a Shackamaxon
developer in exchange for the devel-
oper building the new municipal com-
plex at Shackamaxon.

Even with RDC Golf Group’s plan
to continue the Shackamaxon site as
a golf course, Mayor Malool said it
remained important that the munici-
pal government “put a plan in place
now” to protect Shackamaxon from
having as many as 100 homes built
there at some point in the future,
should Shackamaxon eventually be
sold to a developer.

David Roberts of Maser Consult-
ing, which was hired as township
planner on Tuesday and tasked with
assisting the planning board in its
investigation, said that if the board
does find that the affected properties
should be declared to be Areas in
Need of Rehabilitation, then Maser
would develop a comprehensive plan
in which the Shackamaxon property
and the municipal properties would
stay connected, in effect, should the
golf course be put up for sale in the
future. Mr. Roberts also said, in re-
sponse to a question, that the reha-
bilitation designation takes the pos-
sibility of any eminent domain moves
by the municipality “off the table.”

The council’s vote to forward the
request to the planning board was 4-
1, with Councilman Michael Marcus
dissenting. Earlier in the meeting, he

had opposed a $5,900 payment to
Maser for its work with the board,
saying that the announced sale of
Shackamaxon had removed any ur-
gency to stop development of that
property. He said there was “no sense”
in spending taxpayer money “on
something that may never come
about.”

But Councilman William Vastine
said if the municipal government took
no action and “hoped” the new buyer
kept the golf course as is, and then
decided to sell to a developer later,
“we’re completely exposed.” He
called the council’s move “an insur-
ance policy against something hap-
pening to that property that we have
no control over.” Deputy Mayor Mary
DePaola echoed Mr. Vastine, saying
that any potential owner of the
Shackamaxon site “is going to be
fully aware of what 145 acres is worth
in New Jersey.”

Councilman Kevin Glover said the
governing body was taking “a bit of a
proactive position” while warning that
if Shackamaxon remains as is for an
extended period of time, the affected
municipal facilities, which he de-
scribed as “tired old buildings,” will
need extensive renovations.

The planning board plans to start
considering whether to make the re-
quested designation of the properties
at its special meeting on Monday,
February 21.

In other business, the council post-
poned consideration of an ordinance
to revise the municipal zoning regu-
lations by adding the category of

“Special Needs Schools” as a permit-
ted conditional use in the B-1 Busi-
ness Zone. Approval of the ordinance,
which was introduced at Tuesday’s
council meeting, will allow the
Newmark School, a special-needs
school with facilities currently in
Plainfield and Carteret, to consoli-
date its services at the former Verizon
building at 1000 Cellar Avenue.
Mayor Malool said the postponement
until March 15 was due to the public
hearing not being properly noticed to
affected residents.

Township Manager Chris Marion
told the council that a review by Town-
ship Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer had
found there to be “no impediment” to
Pinnacle Risk Solutions being con-
sidered by the council to serve as
township risk manager. Two weeks
ago, when the governing body was
discussing the possible appointment,
it was pointed out that Rich Duthie, a
member of the township zoning board
of adjustment, is employed by Pin-
nacle. Mr. Duthie took part in
Pinnacle’s presentation in January
when the council was interviewing
prospective risk managers for 2011.

Mr. Lehrer said two weeks ago that
there was a question of whether Mr.
Duthie “used his position [as a zon-
ing board member] to secure a posi-
tion [as risk manager].” Mr. Lehrer
was asked to investigate the concern
from a legal standpoint before the
council moved forward on making
any appointment, which it will now
consider at its Tuesday, March 1,
conference meeting.

SPMC Moving Forward On
June Car Show on East 2nd

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC)
board of directors will evaluate a
proposal from an event planner as it
moves forward on sponsoring a car
show later in the spring on East Sec-
ond Street.

At its monthly meeting on Tues-
day, the board briefly reviewed a
$3,900 proposal from G-Wiz Auto
Entertainment Co. to produce a new
and exotic car show, likely in June,
that will run much of the length of
East Second Street and feature
mostly state-of-the-art cars such as
electric and hybrid vehicles. Under
the proposal, G-Wiz will solicit area
dealerships to participate, provide
music, secure the required permits
and organize the show itself. Both
David Biagini of
FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s
manager, and board member
Dominic Verdic said they had
worked with G-Wiz on earlier events
and expressed favorable opinions
of the firm’s efforts.

In advance of its next meeting, the

board will further evaluate G-Wiz’s
proposal before making a final deci-
sion.

The board also discussed its 2011
budget in advance of its formal ap-
proval by the township council at the
governing body’s meeting later on
Tuesday night. The $85,600 spend-
ing plan will be financed by about
$67,000 in property assessments and
$18,000 in funds carried over from
2010. Property owners would pay a
flat $400 assessment per property.
During the board’s discussion, board
member Nick Del Negro questioned
whether SPMC’s magazine, Simply
Scotch Plains, should be published
three times annually, saying a once-
or twice-per-year publishing would
save money that could be allocated to
improvements along East Second
Street.

Mr. Del Negro complained that the
thoroughfare was lacking in street
lighting, flowers and benches. Mr.
Verdic reminded him that the mu-
nicipal government was responsible
for lights, adding that the $8,000 that
would be saved by not printing a third

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood BOE Seeks
Budget Waivers

GARWOOD – During Tuesday’s
meeting of the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion, it was revealed that the board is
applying for a waiver to increase health
benefits. The board awaits the Governor’s
budget address which is set for Tuesday,
February 22. The BOE faces budget prob-
lems due to limits imposed by the Gover-
nor on spending increases. Superinten-
dent Teresa Quigley said that Garwood
has the “lowest per-pupil cost” in the
county – even lower than charter schools.


