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Westfield Jaycees to Hold Texas
Hold’em Poker Tournament

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Jay-
cees Third Annual Texas Hold’em Poker
Tournament will be held this year the
evening of Friday, April 15, at the
Kenilworth VFW Hall. The money raised
by the tournament will be awarded as
college scholarships for Westfield High
School seniors, as well as support other
local Westfield Jaycees projects.

The grand prize is a $1,000 Visa gift
card, and the top players also will receive
prizes. As in past years, the tournament
will be played with professional dealers
and will include a 30-minute tutorial at
the start of the evening. Past tournaments
provided a great time to many novice and
advanced poker players.

Sandwiches, salads and soft drinks are
included, with a cash bar hosted by the VFW.

Only 100 tickets to play will be sold. Each
ticket is $125, or individuals may buy a table
of 10 tickets for $1,000. For more informa-
tion, contact John.Urbano@atlasdata.net or
James.Harper@coherent.com, (908) 883-
1941.

Founded in 1953, the Westfield Jaycees
is a group of local individuals volunteer-
ing time and effort to improve the commu-
nity, with a particular focus on the future of
youth. Recent projects, in addition to the
scholarship program, include the Westfield
Jaycees Child Shield program, Camp Jay-
cee, assisting Furniture Assist, the Down-
town 5K Pizza Run and the Reeve House.
The Jaycees are a 501(c) non-profit. For
more information, visit
westfieldjaycees.org.

Photo courtesy of Steve Todd
THE ORIGINAL STACKED DECK...Westfield Jaycees kicked off their inaugu-
ral Texas Hold’em charity in 2008. This year’s event is scheduled for April 15.

said residents would be happy to hear
the news that Shackamaxon would
remain a golf course.

“I would think that the neighbor-
hood would be relieved that this would
not impact negatively on their quality
of life,” Mayor Skibitsky said, noting
that a housing development would
have brought additional congestion
to the area.
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Shackamaxon

that I feel that he is a very good
teacher. He has been very good for
my daughter.” Mr. Leuthold also
asked the board to keep in mind that,
“everyone makes mistakes.”

Mr. Moore also addressed the board,
stating that there has been no notification
to the parents as to what has happened to
Mr. Hickey and noted that the classroom
needs to be returned “to its normal state.”

Mr. Hickey, who has been a coach and
a teacher for the Westfield school system
for years, was arrested after police found
suspected marijuana in his car on Febru-
ary 9. He had been pulled over for a
routine traffic violation. He is due in
Westfield Municipal Court on Thursday,
March 3.

In other business, Mrs. Walker an-
nounced that 11 students from Westfield
High School had earned a perfect score of
800 on the SAT or SAT2 in reading,
writing or mathematics. She also an-
nounced that one student had achieved a
perfect score in both mathematics and
writing, and yet another in both reading
and writing. She also stated that one stu-
dent received a perfect score in Chinese.

The next board of education meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, March 1, at 8
p.m.
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Freeholders OK Lifetime Insurance
For Non-Union County Employees

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last week
approved an ordinance that will enable
non-unionized county employees to re-
ceive lifetime health benefits upon retire-
ment in exchange for not receiving pay
increases the past few years.

Finance Director Larry Caroselli esti-
mated that the ordinance would impact
between 600 and 700 workers. The pro-
gram follows one that has been available
for years to union members such as county
corrections officers and law enforcement.

County Manager George Devanney
said non-union workers have gone three-
and-a-half years without a pay increase.
“We thought it was fair to bring them in
line with what we’ve been negotiating
with unions,” Mr. Devanney said.

Mr. Caroselli said the costs of the pro-
gram are being evaluated in actuarial
study. He said the county sets aside funds
each year to pay the additional retiree
benefit. He told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that as of last year, the
fund had reached $10 million, a portion
of which had been paid out to retirees. An
additional amount will be included to
cover non-union workers, he said.

In the ordinance, workers must be em-
ployed by the county for at least 25 years
and be 55 and over to be eligible to collect
the benefit. Employees will be able to
select a family plan of $5,000 per year or
a single plan of $1,800. The family plan
will be reduced to $2,500 when the em-
ployee becomes eligible for Medicare.

The ordinance also includes a change
in golf fees. Michael Yuska, director of
purchasing, said the county is increasing
all golf fees by $2 and eliminating the $2
online-reservation fee in the hopes of
encouraging more online reservations.
He said the county “had a low rate of
success with the online reservation,”
which the county prefers.

In other business, the board approved
the use of $37,000 from a municipal law-
enforcement account to be used to pay the
Rodgers Group, LLC of Island Heights.
Frank Rodgers, a former deputy superin-
tendent of the New Jersey State Police,
said his firm would work over the next
year to ensure the Union County Police
Department (UCPD) receives accredita-
tion from the New Jersey State Associa-
tion on Accreditation for Law Enforce-
ment and Chiefs of Police as well as the

Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies (CALEA).

He said CALEA includes 112 stan-
dards dealing with everything from pris-
oner transportation and evidence training
to profiling, “things that are causing a lot
of litigation” against police agencies. Mr.
Rodgers said his firm is under contract
with 50 law-enforcement agencies, in-
cluding seven prosecutor offices and ad-
ditional sheriff’s offices.

Mr. Rodgers estimated that accredita-
tion would result in a “substantial reduc-
tion in litigation” against the UCPD. He
said the UCPD could see a 30-percent
reduction in its litigation costs.

“It sounds interesting,” responded Free-
holder Chair Deborah Scanlon, who in-
quired about whether the accreditation
was required. Mr. Rodgers said the pro-
gram is voluntary.

He said the police chiefs association
went around the state to explain the ben-
efit of accreditation to joint insurance
funds that, subsequently, have reduced
insurance premiums by 5 to 8 percent to
agencies that complete the program.

“At some point, it is going to cost
agencies who do not have this status,”
Mr. Rodgers said.

John Bury of Kenilworth said the board
has a presentation for a program the same
night it votes on the related resolution.  “It
seems like the presentations are like a dog
and pony show. You could really get rid
of them,” Mr. Bury said.

The board amended the 2011 tempo-
rary budget by adding $12,462,024 in
grants. Among them is $18,500 for the
Cultural and Heritage Special Project.
The grant requires a 50-percent match by
the county. Mr. Caroselli said the grant
will “provide for a description of Union
County’s role in the American Revolu-
tion” and a Podcast will be prepared and
made available to the public.

The board approved a resolution for
the county to apply for $470,000 in fed-
eral funding for the Route 22 shuttle as
part of NJ Transit’s Consolidated Job
Access and Reverse Commute program.
The county will match the funding, which
is used to transport workers to retail stores
on the highway. The program was initi-
ated in 2007 to improve safety of pedes-
trians along a two-and-a-half-mile stretch
of Route 22 in Union and Springfield.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said he
would like to see 100 percent grants that
do not include county funding.

Garwood BOE’s Finance Committee
Seeks Input From Public

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – During Tuesday’s
meeting of the Garwood Board of Edu-
cation, it was revealed that the finance
committee had met to discuss the bud-
get. The board is applying for a waiver
to increase health benefits and plans to
solicit the public’s input. From this
point on, the finance committee has
decided to hold off on any further bud-
get meetings, as it will wait to hear the
Governor’s address which is set to be
given on Tuesday, February 22.

The education system is looking at
significant budget cuts that will affect
the Garwood school district, among
many others. The BOE finance com-
mittee is looking to obtain as much
input from the community as it can
before any programs and spending are
cut. After the Governor speaks, the
board of education will have a better
vision of its finance goals, but in the
meantime, the finance committee told
the board that big changes will be made
financially.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley in-
formed the board that Garwood has the
“lowest per-pupil cost” in the county –
even lower than charter schools.

In other business, board member
Adele Lewis officially announced to
the public that the school district had
entered into the solar panel program
agreement. This subject matter had been
on the table for quite some time and was
finally decided on by the board.

In other news, a police report was
filed recently due to a break-in involv-
ing vandalism at Washington School.
A window and door were broken and
the intruder was able to get inside. No
damage was done to the inside of the
school.

Also during the meeting, Superin-
tendent Quigley offered a brief recap
on the progress of “Family Week” at
Garwood’s Lincoln School.

“How about those Packers?” Ms.
Quigley asked the board and the public
before she began her Superintendent’s
report. “I am a Packers fan, so I was
happy to see them win,” she added. She
informed the room that, last Monday,
wearing a Packers jersey or any jersey
was permitted as long as individuals
brought in a can of soup to donate to the
Food Bank.

“We decided to make it a real soup-

erbowl celebration,” Superintendent
Quigley said. “And the turnout was
great; we ended up with over 500 cans
of soup to donate,” she added.

Ms. Quigley also took a few mo-
ments to honor a handful of sixth, sev-
enth and eighth graders with certifi-
cates of merit for achieving straight A’s
during the marking period.

“I am so proud of my students. Like
I always say, I am not just teaching
these children how to read and write,
but also to be good, upstanding citi-
zens,” stated the superintendent.

In two weeks, the school will have
“No Name Calling” week in hopes of
encouraging the children to shy away
from name-calling.

A survey is being conducted to nomi-
nate the “teacher of the year.” Results
will be posted on the school’s website
after Monday, February 21.

the east wing of the building were all
safely evacuated without injury, he said.
One resident temporarily relocated.

The fire was contained to the first floor
apartment and was declared under con-
trol in 30 minutes.

Westfield received mutual aid cover-
age from the Cranford, Roselle and
Plainfield fire departments.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fire


