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Author’s Presentation Thrills
Tamaques School Students

WESTFIELD – On Monday, Janu-
ary 31, young adult author and Short
Hills resident Ofer Aronskind spoke
to a group of fourth and fifth grade
students at Tamaques Elementary
School.

An author of children’s adventure
books including “Sum-
mer Sleep-Away,”
“That Same Summer,”
“Escape from Sunday
School” and “The Ce-
lebrities of Summer
School,” Aronskind’s
presentations are de-
signed to be engaging,
lively and interactive.
His presentation to the
students delivered on
all three points.

After speaking about
each of his books,
Aronskind opened the
forum to take questions from the chil-
dren. Although the author had ex-
pected a shy, quiet audience, he was
wrong. The children fired questions
at him, ranging from “What inspires
you to write?” to “How long does it
take you to write your books?” to “Is
there any part of you in your charac-

ters?”
The more questions that were asked

and answered, the more questions the
kids asked. The assembly was sched-
uled to last one hour but the presenta-
tion ran long past the allotted time.

Josh Miller, a fifth grade teacher at
Tamaques, was thrilled
with the students’ re-
sponse to the visit. “Meet-
ing Ofer Aronskind was a
fantastic experience for
our school. The way he
described the writing pro-
cess, such as adding de-
tails and making revisions,
was something the stu-
dents could directly relate
to. Aronskind kept the stu-
dents interested through-
out the assembly and en-
couraged questions.”

Mr. Aronskind wel-
comes the opportunity to speak to
elementary and middle school stu-
dents about his books, his background
and inspiration, and the art of writing
in general. For more information,
please contact him at
o f e r @ o f e r a r o n s k i n d . c o m ,
or visit sleepawaysummercamp.com.

‘SOUP’ER HELPERS…As a result of the school’s “Soup”er Bowl Food Drive,
students at McKinley Elementary in Westfield collected over 1,000 food and
personal care items to benefit the Holy Trinity Food Pantry. Bags to transport the
goods were donated by Trader Joe’s in Westfield. Helping to load the items for
delivery are Principal Matt Bolton and fifth-graders, pictured, left to right,
Angelina Greco, Connor Trower, Eli Weaver and Haley Ehrhart.

Discussion of Education
Evaluations Set for Feb. 16

WESTFIELD - On Wednesday,
February 16, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Edison Intermediate School Library,
located at 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield, the Westfield PTC Special
Education Committee will present a
discussion on educational evalua-
tions.

 Frequently, children with learning
differences seem to have problems
that are difficult to identify or
remediate. Very often, educators will
recommend that an educational evalu-
ation be conducted. Most parents are
not familiar with this evaluation.

Ellen Fenster-Kuehl, PhD, a psy-
chologist from Montclair, will share

with parents of students with learn-
ing differences her expertise in this
area. Specific topics to be addressed
include understanding why these tests
are administered, determining how
to read and understand the results and
how to use the results towards a mean-
ingful diagnosis for classification.

There will be a question and an-
swer session at the conclusion of the
presentation. This program is free
and all parents, teachers, and thera-
pists are invited to attend. Pre-regis-
tration is not required.

For further information on this
event visit westfieldnjk12.org/
specialedparents.

Gleason Uses Technology to
Prevent Substance Abuse

By MAGGIE FRAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OAKLAND, CA —Benjamin
(Ben) Gleason, a 1998 graduate of
Westfield High School, is a tireless
advocate for improving sub-
stance abuse education pro-
grams across the United
States.

His average week consists
of staying up on the latest
information in his field via
teleconference or webinar
and conducting teleconfer-
ences with clients such as
the NAACP in Sanoma,
California.

 By using free to low-cost
technology resources, he
teaches his clients, who are non-prof-
its, how to use those tools in their own
programs.

A former full-time educator turned
research coordinator and educational
consultant, Mr. Gleason met his fu-
ture business partner Marcus (Marc)
Bouligny nine years ago at Bay Area
Community Resources (BACR)
where both worked on community
development projects. Mr. Gleason
subsequently worked in Guatamala
as an English teacher and trained
teacher at MesoAmerican University,
in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala.

Marc approached Ben in 2008
about founding a consulting group to
help non-profit organizations develop
their substance abuse prevention sup-
port programs when they received
federal funding.

The Prospectus Group advises cli-
ents, for example, on how to make
their boards of directors and mission
statements match the community they
work in, with cultural competency in
mind.

Marc’s background working in the
federal government on substance
abuse issues and Ben’s as a former
English language educator in Guate-
mala allows them to combines their
strengths to best serve their clients
needs to “solve the problems they’ve
presented us with” as well as what
Ben called the “politics of limited
funding.”

Their bi-coastal locations, Mr.
Bouligny is based in Atlanta, Mr.
Gleason in Oakland, from their re-
spective home offices they commu-
nicate via Cloud computing, Skype,
and video conferencing. Therefore,
the upfront costs of starting their con-
sulting business was relatively low,
“especially in this challenging
economy,” said Ben.

“The exciting thing about technol-
ogy is it’s very affordable. It’s very
cheap. Our entry into business was
much lower. We invested in our
website and Cloud computing” Ben
told The Westfield Leader and The

Times. Mr. Gleason emphasized that
the hallmark of their work is invest-
ing time in their clients.
Since most of their clients are driven
by municipal budgets and subsequent

federal funding, which could
be cut or unexpectedly fro-
zen at any time, Ben and
Marc’s business model of
economical technology
tools is an ideal fit for their
clients.
 The Prospectus Group typi-
cally saves on costs by video
conferencing as much as
possible with their clients.

Ben confided he is
humbled by his work. “What
I like is the chance is to learn

on the job. It appears there’s less
money in this climate. Our clients
were counting on money for their
programs and then it was cut. These
are the problems they bring to us,” he
said. “It’s exciting to watch how rural
communities adapt to technology”

Ben’s home state of Georgia is one
of their long-term clients. The Pro-
spectus Group works with approxi-
mately 15 to 20 towns there.

For more information, on Ben and
Marc’s work, please visit
www.prospectusgroup.us.

WF Elementary
Parents Invited to

Workshop on Bullying
WESTFIELD - Parents of elemen-

tary school students in the Westfield
Public Schools are invited to attend a
workshop on bullying prevention on
Thursday, February 17, at 7 p.m. at
Wilson School.

Elementary school student support
counselors are hosting the workshop
and will explain the school district’s
policy for prohibiting harassment,
intimidation and bullying and dis-
cuss how parents and schools can
work together to support children;
provide a positive, healthy environ-
ment for home and school; and put
helpful information into practice.

FAB FOUR…Karen Lack’s Fabulous Four’s class learn the sounds of the letters
of the alphabet with help from The Loveable Letter People puppets. The Letter
People make learning fun at St. Paul’s Day School in Westfield with their fun
songs and finger puppets. Pictured, left to right, are: Mrs. Lack, The Fabulous
Fours with their puppets and assistant teacher Ann Fahey.

Ofer Aronskind

Women’s Club of WF
Announces Contest Winners
WESTFIELD - The Woman’s

Club of Westfield is pleased to an-
nounce the winners of its 2011 Po-
etry and Short Story Contest.

The winners for poetry are: Julian
Okun-Dubitsky for his poem,
“Thank You Taste Buds.” He is the
son of Alexandra Okun and Craig
Dubitsky Julian is in third grade at
McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield.

Madeline Reynders, for her poem
“Once A Year.” She is the daughter
of Alison and Todd Reynders and is
in fourth grade at Tamaques Elemen-
tary School in Westfield.

Christina Otero for her poem
“Books Are Just As Good.” She is
the daughter of Lourdes Santalla
and is a senior at Union Catholic
Regional High School in Scotch

Plains.
Short Story Winners are: Nathan

Lam for his short story, “I a.m. a
Super Hero.” He is the son of Alicia
and Raymond Lam and is in third
grade at Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield.

Amber Johnson for her short story,
“Humanity on the Verge of Extinc-
tion.” She is the daughter of Linda
and Tim Johnson and is in eighth
grade at Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield.

The ladies of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield are happy to congratulate
these students and their families.

These winning poems and short
stories have been sent to the New
Jersey State Federation of Women’s
Clubs to be judged further on the
state level.

Wine Tasting to
Benefit GL Lax

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – On Fri-
day, March 4, Fat Tuesday will be
celebrated a few days early with a
Mardi Gras Wine Tasting Extrava-
ganza to be held at Connell’s Days
Greenhouse Café in Berkeley Heights.

The tasting extravaganza will ben-
efit the Governor Livingston High
School girls and boys lacrosse teams.

Wines will be offered from Stew
Leonard’s Wines in Springfield,  au-
thentic New Orleans food will be
served and Dixieland jazz music will
be performed by the Summit
Stompers.

The event begins at 7:00 and ends at
11 p.m. The Days Greenhouse Café,
located at 300 Connell Drive (off Val-
ley Road) in Berkeley Heights,  will
be transformed into a Mardi Gras
feast for the senses. Dishes such as
ettouffe, jambalaya, gumbo, creole,
muffaletta and po’ boys will be served
along with New Orleans-inspired des-
serts.

 Guests who choose to wear Mardi
Gras masks will have the opportunity
to win prizes. In addition, baskets of
prizes and other items will be raffled.

Tickets are $45 per person. For
further information, or to download a
ticket order form, go to bhpsnj.org/
files/11_0304MardiLacrosse.pdf – or,
call Carol Goggi at (908)789-9420.

PTA Fashion Show
Rockin’ Mtsd  for 25 Yrs

MOUNTAINSIDE - This year is
the 25th anniversary of the PTA’s
annual Fashion Show Fundraiser.

This 80’s themed event will take
place at L’Affaire Catering Hall on
Rt.22 East, Thursday, March 10, at
5:30 p.m.

There will be a fashion show where
parent and teacher models will wear
fashions from Lord and Taylor in
Westfield.

There will also be a tricky tray
auction, grand prize auction, silent
auction, and cash for gold. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Mountainside
PTA and be used to enrich the
children’s education and activities.

For ticket information, or
information about donating an auc-
tion prize, please contact Jennifer
Aponte or Jennifer Doll at
ptafashionshow@gmail.com.

UCC to Offer Free
Computer Classes

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Industry-Business Institute
is offering free Microsoft Office 2010
computer classes for the employees
of business owners. These courses
are being offered in cooperation with
the New Jersey Business and Indus-
try Association under a grant pro-
gram funded by the New Jersey De-
partment of Labor and Workforce
Development.

For employees to be eligible for
the courses offered through this pro-
gram they must be employed for at
least 20 hours a week, be able to
provide a social security number and
the employer name and number, and
must be “on the clock” during the
training sessions.

The courses will be held in single
day, eight hour sessions, held from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the College’s
Plainfield Campus located at 232 E.
Second Street.

Microsoft Office Excel Part I will
be held on March 14. The course will
teach attendees how to create basic
worksheets and workbooks, perform
calculations, how to modify and for-
mat a worksheet, and how to print
and manage the content of a work-

book.
Microsoft Office Excel Part II will

be held on March 16. Attendees will
learn how to organize table data,
present data as charts, and enhance
the look and appeal of workbooks by
adding graphical objects such as
charts.

Microsoft Office Word Part I will
be held on March 18. Attendees will
learn how to create a basic Word
document, including how to edit the
document, format text and paragraphs,
insert a table, control the page setup
and appearance of the document, and
how to proofread the document for
accuracy.

For more information, please call
(908) 965-2359 or e-mail
hiscano@ucc.edu.

For more information on Union
County College and the Industry-
Business Institute, visit the College’s
website at www.ucc.ed

‘Quality Blind’ Lay-Offs
Hurt Students and Budgets
BOTHELL, WA - As education

budgets across the nation contract in
response to the recent financial cri-
sis, many school districts have been
forced to lay off a sizeable number
of teachers. This raises two impor-
tant questions: what determines
which teachers will be let go, and
does the existing policy offer the
best for the students?

Legislators in the state of Wash-
ington recently introduced a bill (SB
5399), sponsored by State Senator
Rodney Tom, which would require
the use of teacher evaluations in lay-
off decisions. Yet as a result of col-
lective bargaining agreements in the
heavily-unionized teaching industry,
most school systems take a senior-
ity-based approach to layoff deci-
sions, adopting a “last in, first out”
strategy.

First-year teachers are over twice
as likely to be let go as their col-
leagues with four to six years of
experience, and senior teachers face
almost no risk of being laid off.

A recent study by Dan Goldhaber
and the Center for Education Data
and Research (CEDR) at the Univer-
sity of Washington-Bothell—a study
which has already influenced the
legislation proposed in Washington
state—demonstrates that this “qual-
ity-blind” approach short-changes
both students and district budgets.

Using data from recent teacher
layoffs in Washington State,
Goldhaber simulates an alternative
system, which bases layoff decisions
on value-added estimates of teacher
effectiveness rather than seniority.
His findings are striking:

Approximately 36 percent of the
teachers in Goldhaber’s sample who
actually received layoff notices were

estimated to be more effective than
the average teacher whose job was
not at risk, implying that there is a lot
of room for making informed effec-
tiveness-based decisions.

Under the current seniority-based
system, students lose about two to
four months’ worth of learning in the
year following layoffs; retaining
highly effective teachers would pre-
serve that learning.

Seniority-driven systems have a
disproportionate effect on various
student sub-groups, with African-
American students far more likely to
be in a classroom with a teacher who
receives a layoff notice than white
students.

A system relying on teacher effec-
tiveness would result in 10 percent
fewer jobs lost. Because senior teach-
ers collect higher salaries than their
junior counterparts, a seniority-based
system necessitates that more teach-
ers will need to be laid off to meet the
district’s budget targets. In
Goldhaber’s sample, teachers who
were cut earned roughly $14,000 less
per year than the teachers who were
retained.

While the study notes that senior-
ity is not the only factor considered
in layoff decisions, it clearly indi-
cates that experience is weighted too
heavily relative to effectiveness. As
Goldhaber notes, “it’s hard to argue
that a seniority-driven system is best
if student achievement is your bot-
tom line.” The study is available
online at aei.org/paper/100188.

Editors Note: Dan Goldhaber is
the director of the Center for Educa-
tion Data & Research and a profes-
sor in interdisciplinary arts and sci-
ences at the University of Washing-
ton Bothell.

WF Sophomore
Parent Night

 WESTFIELD - Parents are invited
to Sophomore Parent Night to be
held tonight, Thursday, February 10,
at 7 p.m. at Westfield High School
(WHS.) Parent Night is for parents of
current 10th graders

Marty O’Connell, Executive Di-
rector of Colleges that Change Lives,
will be the keynote speaker. Her non-
profit organization was referenced in
the movie Race to Nowhere with a
common theme of student-centered
college searching.

WHS shares the belief that stress in
the college search process can be
greatly reduced by focusing on the
existence of many colleges that will
match and support the academic, so-
cial, and emotional strengths of each
student.

The WHS Counseling Department
hopes that sharing this common mis-
sion will help them work with parents
and students to plan for the future.

WHS Counselors also will be on
hand to discuss the introduction of the
Naviance program’s new career inter-
est component and other issues related
to students’ academic preparation.

Bowdoin College
Honors Top Students

BRUNSWICK, MAINE - Bowdoin
College held its annual Sarah and
James Bowdoin Day ceremony Fri-
day, October 22, 2010, to honor those
undergraduates who distinguish them-
selves by excellence in scholarship.

Those students who are designated
Sarah and James Bowdoin Scholars
are in the top (highest GPA) 20 per-
cent of each class for the previous
academic year. In addition, those
scholars who earned a GPA of 4.0 are
designated Sarah and James Bowdoin
Book Award winners.

The following Sarah and James
Bowdoin Scholars are from your area:

Laura Newcomb, of the Class of
2011, of Cranford; Peter Griesmer,
of the Class of 2012, of Westfield;
William Perry, of the Class of 2013,
of Westfield; and Daniel Dickstein ,
of the Class of 2013, of Westfield.

AGRICULTURE AWARD…Debra Moscatiello, left, of the NJ Department of
Agriculture is pictured with Bria Cherelle Barnes of Scotch Plains who was the
recipient of the New Jersey Agricultural Achievement Award and received a $500
scholarship. She was presented with the award at the New Jersey Breeder’s
Luncheon on Sunday, January 30.

Booster Scholarship
Apps Due April 15
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Booster Scholarship Application
is now available in the Westfield
High School Athletic Office.

The scholarships are for senior
athletes. If your child is a senior
athlete and would like to apply,
please have him/her stop by to
pick up an application. The form
is due back to the Athletic Office
by Friday, April 15.

Outdoor Adventures Saturdays at
Trailside Nature and Science Center

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal invite families
with children of all ages to take part
in theme hikes and nature related
talks during several upcoming Satur-
day Outdoor Adventures Programs at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside. The hikes are led by
Trailside’s knowledgeable naturalists
and begin at 10 a.m. at the Visitor
Center. Admission is by donation.

On Saturday, February 26, fami-
lies can learn how to identify the
tracks of common animals that in-
habit the Watchung Reservation dur-
ing “Tracking 101.” Participants will
discover the best places to look for
tracks and take a walk to find out who
has been hiking around Trailside.

As winter comes to a close, fami-
lies can visit the woods on Saturday,
March 12, to look for nests made by
robins, cardinals and catbirds during
“Empty Nests.” During this program,
a Trailside naturalist will explain
when birds build nests and why they
don’t use them during the winter. The
program will conclude with a walk
through Trailside’s state-of-the-art
exhibits in search of nests made by
the red-shouldered hawk, ovenbird
and black and white warbler.

As spring finally descends on the
Watchung Reservation, join a natu-
ralist on March 26, for an “Early
Spring Hike.” Families can enjoy a
Saturday morning hiking the Green
Trail in search of moss, budding

leaves, evergreen trees, ferns, and
other greenery.

For more information about the
Saturday Outdoor Adventures pro-
grams or any other upcoming pro-
grams or events at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit us on the web at
www.ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located
at 452 New Providence Road (at Coles
Avenue) in Mountainside and is a
service of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Hiking at Trailside

Ben Gleason with
his wife, Sofia.

Reading Is Good

For You

goleader.com/
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