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PETERSON NETS 22 POINTS, GRABS 9 “O” REBOUNDS

Raider Basketball Girls Stop
Union Lady Farmers, 41-32

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Aysia Peterson shifted from
the guard position to forward in the
second quarter and took over control
of the boards immediately to lead the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team to a 41-32 vic-
tory over Union in Scotch Plains on
February 5.

Prior to the shift, the 12-7 Raiders
were attempting to get the ball inside
to forward Tara Sweeney, who had
come off double-digit scoring games
against Roselle and Summit. Unfor-
tunately for the Raiders, the Farmers’
defense anticipated the strategy and
began the game with a pair of steals
by Wendy Berry that were converted
to lay-ups en route to a 12-5 Union
lead by the end of the first quarter.

“Tara is coming off a double-digit
scoring game, so we were trying to
get the ball to her. Probably not the
best passes or the best situations, but
good teams find other ways to win,
and we pulled this one out,” Raider

Head Coach Jen Ryan said.
Adding to the Raiders’ problems in

the quarter, forward Renee Oliver
injured her ankle and had to leave the
game. From that point, Peterson took
charge of the inside and finished with
five offensive rebounds and three
defensive rebounds in the first half
alone.

“In the beginning of the game, I
was playing as a guard, and we had
Renee [Oliver] and Sweeney inside.
When Renee went down, I had to go
back inside,” Peterson said.

“She had five in the first half. It’s
no surprise. If she’s not rebounding
then we are going to have a problem.
It’s really just how she is going to get
the ball in her hands. She is so ca-
pable of getting offensive rebounds,
so capable of stopping people and so
capable of scoring wherever she wants
to score. I haven’t seen anybody who
can stop her when she has her groove
going,” Coach Ryan said.

The shift changed the direction of
the game, and the Raiders won the

second quarter, 13-4, to lead, 18-16,
at the half. Peterson kept her groove
and added four more offensive and
three defensive rebounds in the sec-
ond half to finish with 15 rebounds.
Of those offensive rebounds, she
made good on four put-backs and
dished out four assists.

“Pretty much what I was dealing
with was controlling the inside. Ev-
ery time I got it, I was looking for a
reversal, because I know my girls can
shoot,” explained Peterson, who fin-
ished with a game-high 22 points
(six-for-six in free throws), while add-
ing two blocked shots, two knock-
away passes and a steal. “As soon as
I got it. If somebody was on me,
instead of going to the basket, I would
put it back out to them.”

“We have the ability to play like
that. We need to execute and take care
of the ball. Then everything else flows
very nicely,” Coach Ryan said.

Freshman guard Katie Harper, with
her busy hands, agitated the Framers’

GREENSPAN NETS 16 PTS., 14 RBS.; YOUNGER 13 PTS.

Blue Devil Cagers Turn Back
A.L.J. Crusader Boys, 69-38

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Joe Greenspan controlled the de-
fensive boards, and Scott Toresco
stood tall under the offensive boards
as the Westfield High School boys
basketball team turned back the A.L.
Johnson Crusaders, 69-38, at the
Bernosky Games in Rahway on Feb-
ruary 5.

Greenspan, who has been averag-
ing 14 rebounds per game, pulled
down 14 (two offensive) rebounds,
blocked three shots and had two steals
against the Crusaders, while leading
all scorers with 16 points, including a
pair of three-pointers.

“He is definitely the best rebounder.
He’s very aggressive, and he is ath-
letic, so that’s a great combination,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly
said.

“We practice a lot. Box out. Just
getting loose ball, and the coaches
telling me to go to the boards, get up
and get the ball,” said Greenspan,
who added, “I really shot well. We

scored 69 points. I think [it was] the
most we scored in a game. Overall,
we played a very good game.”

Greenspan also was quick to find
his teammates and dished out three
assists.

“You got to be unselfish with the
ball,” Greenspan commented.

Toresco, who had two points and a
steal, grabbed five of his nine re-
bounds from the offensive boards.

“Scott is a big body, and he is
strong. When you try to push him
around, you are not moving him. If he
gets position, he is going to get the
rebound,” Coach Everly said.

Senior forward Ryan Hess scored
eight of his 10 points, including two
three-pointers, in the first quarter
and finished the game with two as-
sists, a steal and five rebounds (two
offensive). Senior point guard Tim
Younger led the 8-8 Blue Devils with
four assists and scored 13 points.
Keegan Hess sank 10 points and
added an assist, and Ozan Yucetepe
netted nine points, three assists and

two rebounds. Andrew Garfinkel
banged a three-pointer and added
three rebounds, two assists and two
steals. Starter Mark Androconis con-
tributed a rebound, an assist and a
steal. Kadeen Noray came off the
bench in the fourth quarter and net-
ted two points and three rebounds.
Nate Mitchell and Dylan Elliott each
had two points.

Despite being aware of their size
advantage and athletic edge over the
Crusaders, the Blue Devils stuck to
their game plan and rolled off to a 17-
7 lead at the end of the first quarter.
The Blue Devils won the second quar-
ter, 15-9, to take a 32-16 lead at the
half.

The Blue Devils continued their
dominance in the third quarter to in-
crease the margin to 52-26 then Coach
Everly brought in the reserves for the
remainder of the game.

“It doesn’t matter who you play. I
tell them what they are trying to do
offensively, what they are trying to do

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR AN INSIDE MAN…Blue Devil point guard Tim Younger, No. 1, looks to pass to a teammate near the basket
in the game against A.L. Johnson.
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COLONIAL

Westfield. Spectacular 5 Bedroom, 5 full Bath Colonial set on
private cul de sac in the Wychwood/Echo Lake Country Club section
of Westfield. Built in 2005, this distinctive home features superb
quality, architectural details and top of the line amenities...and is
situated on an oversized property. Features include: Gourmet Eat-In
Kitchen, Central vac, Multi-zone heat and AC, finished basement, 1st
floor Laundry Room and Family Room with fireplace.

Jacqueline Waldman
Top Lister Month of January

Martha

Schilling

RANCH

Westfield. Custom 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Brick Ranch with large
rooms. Hardwood throughout. “Sun tunnel” lights in kitchen &
hallway. Basement with summer kitchen and Wood Burning Fireplace.
Living Room with Wood Burning Fireplace. Temperature controlled
room, perfect for a wine cellar! Large walk up attic with stairs in place
to complete second story expansion.

Vivian

Cortese-Strano

SPLIT

Westfield. Space, comfort and location come together beautifully in
this spectacular custom 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath Split. This home has been
renovated and updated tastefully with granite in the kitchen, charming
crown moldings, and wainscoting in the DR; MBR suite with luxurious
bath and walk-in closet; gas fireplace in LR; wood-burning fireplace
in FR; ground floor bedroom near full bath which could be for guest
or parent. Professionally landscaped & great neighborhood!

Jamie

Garber

VICTORIAN

Westfield. Charming Victorian featuring distinctive architectural details.
Zoned as a single or multi family home. The 1st floor features a renovated
EIK w/cherry cabinetry and Corian countertops, a FR with a fireplace,
sconces and high ceilings which flows in the LR and DR. A large MBR
with a full bath completes the 1st floor. The 2nd floor—ready to be
finished—offers 2 Bedrooms, one w/fireplace, a full bath, EIK, office and
FR. The basement level is walk-out w/access to the backyard.

Patricia

O’Connor

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. Vintage Center Hall Colonial featuring Living Room
with wood burning Fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Family Room,
Eat-in-Kitchen, Den plus 1/2 bath. The second level has 4 Bedrooms
and Full Bath and the third level has Bedroom and Bedroom/Office
plus a Full Bath. Hardwood Floors throughout. Large unfinished
Basement and 2 car detached garage.

Associate of the Month

Kerry

McDevitt

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTACKING THE BASKET…Raider Aysia Peterson, No. 24, attacks the basket in the game against the Union Farmers.
Peterson finished with 22 points and 15 rebounds.
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