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Photo Courtesy of Loly Moreno-Wizniewski
CAST OF CHARACTERS…The Get Sm’Art chorus belts out a tune. Pictured, front and center, Salome Ward portrays
Vincent Van Gogh. Also pictured, left to right, are: Jane Lemberg (Mummy); Kirsten Fallon (Greek Goddess); Brad Norris
(King Tut); Inna Bazarsky (artist in yellow); Anja Cugno (kneeling artist in blue); Edith Solovey (artist in green), and Terese
Guerriero (security guard with flashlight.)

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FROZEN SOLID...A fallen tree blocks the entrance to Prospector’s Deli on
Prospect Street on February 3,  a result of the ice storm that hit the area,  creating
havoc as power lines, trees and branches fell due to the weight of the ice.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
DOG DAYS OF FEBRUARY...Canines and their owners headed to Echo Lake Dog Park in Mountainside last Sunday to socialize and get some much needed exercise. Freezing temperatures have made it difficult to be outside.

Westfield Applies for $100,000
In FEMA Aid for Blizzard

Westfield Council Discusses Snow
Emergency Upgrade Plans

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD  — First Ward
Councilman and Public Works Com-
mittee Chairman Frank Arena urged
residents at Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
session to remove their cars from
the street during a snow emergency
if they are able to do so.

Councilman Arena stated that the
town has seen more than five feet of
snow since the December blizzard
and has spent $30,000 on salt and
$100,000 in overtime. By contrast,
the 2010 overtime budget was
$140,000.

The public works committee is ex-
amining all of the issues and data

from these winter storms and is look-
ing to make the town more efficient.
Currently, Westfield has “24 snow
zones,” according to Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, and is looking to
combine some of them. There are 100
miles of road, 300 acres of parking
lots and six miles of sidewalks to
clear during a snow emergency.
Westfield no longer has outside con-
tractors to assist with the work, Mr.
Gildea said, as it became “cost pro-
hibitive.”

Councilman Arena said that one of
the biggest problems that slows down
plowing and makes the roads less
passable is having cars parked on the
streets. Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
several other members of the council

echoed his comments. He said that
his committee is looking into ordi-
nances that may eliminate parking in
certain areas during snow emergen-
cies or create an “alternate side of the
street” parking system. The commit-
tee plans to include a guideline list
for residents in the leaf brochure that
is mailed town wide.

Additionally, the town plans to
create a “snow hotline,” similar to
the leaf and pothole hotlines. The
number would have a recorded mes-
sage letting residents know how of-
ten messages are picked up and
would be designed to relieve some
of the non-emergency call volume at
the police department.

At next week’s public meeting, the
council will consider an ordinance to
vacate a 3,200-square-foot parcel of
land at the intersection of West Court
and East Broad Street. Town Attorney
Robert Cockren told the council that
the board of adjustment approved an
application for two two-family build-
ings contingent upon the town vacat-
ing the property to create a better “line
of sight.” See www.goleader.com/
08dec11/08dec11.pdf.

Several members of the council,
including Second Ward Council-
woman Vicki Kimmins and Fourth
Ward Councilman James Foerst,
questioned whether the town would
be compensated for vacating the land.
While under the current proposal there
would be no compensation, Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
pointed out that the land would get
added to the town’s tax rolls.

Also at next week’s meeting, the
mayor and council will vote on the
2011 salaries for all fire department
and municipal employees represented
by the Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent
Association and the Communication
Workers of America, respectively. The

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Union County was one
of 13 counties declared eligible for
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) aid for the blizzard
that struck New Jersey December 26.

While New Jersey applied for $53
million in aid, which includes $13
million for Department of Transpor-
tation and the Turnpike Authority,
the amount to be awarded will de-
pend on how many applications are

filed with FEMA and how much of
storm costs can be verified by the
agency, according to Mary Goepfert,
external affairs officer with the New
Jersey Office of Emergency Man-
agement. She said FEMA is in the
process of setting up a field office in
the state. Once that is done, counties
and towns will be invited to a meeting
explaining the process of applying.

Ms. Goepfert said FEMA verifies
all information in applications, in-
cluding overtime for employees who
worked during the storm. Receipts
are also required for all salt used. She
said local governments would likely
not see any reimbursement funds for
blizzard costs for “at least several
months.”

In addition to Union County, Presi-
dent Barack Obama declared Bergen,
Burlington, Cape May, Essex,
Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Passaic
and Somerset Counties eligible for
FEMA funds.

In his letter dated January 24 to the
President, Governor Chris Christie
listed estimated cleanup costs for
Union County at $2.6 million.

Westfield has applied for $100,000
in FEMA aid for the December storm,
according to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea. Broken down, that includes
$42,000 for overtime costs for plow-
ing and $46,000 for additional equip-
ment for the Public Works Depart-
ment, and $15,000 for overtime costs
and $1,000 for equipment for the fire
department.

“If we are reimbursed (by FEMA),

that would be a huge help (to offset
2011 winter season costs),” Mr.
Gildea said. He said the town has
spent another $100,000 to date in
2011 for overtime incurred by public
works crews for over a half dozen
storms since the December blizzard.

Mr. Gildea said the town did not
seek reimbursement for the costs of
salt for the December storm. He said
the town purchased 1,000 tons of salt
in December at a cost of $45,000 and
has a few hundred tons remaining.

“It’s almost a quarter of a million
dollars (spent by the town) for this
winter,” said Mr. Gildea.

Union County spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia said the county has
applied for $250,000 from FEMA for
the December storm.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the borough expects to apply for be-
tween $17,380 and $20,199.

“We don’t know the parameters
FEMA will be using,” the mayor said,
noting that Fanwood will apply for
the lower number if the agency only
allows costs spent over 48 hours and
the higher number if the borough is
permitted to submit blizzard expen-
ditures beyond this time frame. She
said the costs are for labor and equip-
ment for plowing streets and parking
lots.

Garwood has applied for $18,000
in FEMA funding for public works
overtime, according to Borough Ad-
ministrator Christina Ariemma.

Scotch Plains and Mountainside
did not provide FEMA aid numbers.

Lauren Barr contributed to this story.

Walker: WF BOE Pitches
Funding to Kean, Munoz

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Board of Educa-
tion President Julia Walker told The
Westfield Leader Tuesday that the
BOE budget meetings would not be-
gin until after Governor Chris
Christie’s February 22 budget ad-
dress. School aid numbers will be
released after the speech.

“We are just going to wait and see
what the state does (on school aid),”
said Ms. Walker.

The BOE saw its funding slashed
from $5 million to $448,000 last year.
With that in mind, Ms. Walker and
BOE Vice-President Ann Cary met
with Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit).

“I just wanted to present our case,”
said Ms. Walker, who requested the
meeting. “It was a good meeting.
[But] I didn’t leave with a check,” she

said jokingly.
She told the lawmakers that

Westfield, Mr. Kean’s hometown, is
“doing all the things the state has
asked us to do and we are getting hit
the hardest as a suburban district.”
Ms. Walker told the lawmakers the
district has initiated an energy-effi-
ciency program for its facilities and
negotiated with the teachers union to
reduce health-care costs.

On another topic, Ms. Walker said
the BOE “hasn’t heard a thing” from
the state’s Department of Education
concerning the salary of Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan.

A new state rule was to take ef-
fect February 7 restricting superin-
tendent salaries based on the num-
ber of students in the district. Un-
der that rule, Ms. Dolan’s salary
would be reduced from $195,000 to
$175,000. The BOE has appealed
the state’s ruling.

Garwood Athletic Project
Status, Finances Debated

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Supporters of the
athletic field project called for mov-
ing ahead at Tuesday night’s Garwood
council meeting, while council mem-
bers explained the schedule for re-
viewing the finances.

The head of the Little League pro-
gram, resident Mark Kessler, again
brought his pleadings to the table
over the plan that has been in the
works for more than 10 years.

“At the last meeting, when I asked
about where this project stood, you
informed me that there was a meeting
scheduled to make some decisions. I
want to know where things stand on
this project,” Mr. Kessler stated.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi in-
formed Mr. Kessler and other in-
quiring residents that the meeting
was canceled and that a new meet-
ing was scheduled in five weeks,
when information will be brought
to the table.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli said
the finances needed to be looked at to
see if the project was doable.

Supporters argued that there was

grant money set aside for the project
that would not be used for the field.
They said the grant money was
enough to cover most of the project
and wondered why the council would
not just take the grant money and
move ahead with the project.

Councilman Petruzzelli explained
that officials had to look at how the
borough would maintain the new
complex cost-wise.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked the resi-
dents not to jump to any conclu-
sions, or to believe rumors that the
project will never be completed. She
said that assuming the project will
not move forward at this point was
the wrong assumption, explaining
there were kinks that needed to be
ironed out.

Mr. Kessler said maintenance was
mostly taken care of by the revenue
the baseball league brings in and there
has never been financial problems
with maintaining the fields and com-
plex in the past.

“Why drag our feet for no reason,
why not bid the project out while we
have the grant money to cover most

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

Where academic excellence and Christ’s presence come together.
For information, to register or to sign up for a tour visit HolySaviorAcademy.com or call 908.822.5890.
1 SACRED HEART DRIVE, SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07080

201102_0024

Holy Savior Academy
T H E  M I D D L E B R O O K  D E A N E RY  C AT H O L I C  S C H O O L

OPEN ENROLLMENT GOING ON NOW

Secure your child’s enrollment in HSA now. 

Early registration is recommended.

Interactive technology in every classroom

Full-day Pre-K and Kindergarten

Accelerated Math & English

21st Century Learning 
for 21st Century Minds

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SWEET TREAT...Brummer’s Chocolates on East Broad Street in Westfield is
ready for Valentine’s Day, offering handmade chocolates for those looking to
surprise their Valentine with a sweet treat.

contract details currently are under
negotiation.

At the start of the meeting, the
council agreed to allow South Chest-
nut Street to be closed between Fourth
Avenue and the Garwood line on
April 2 for a Liam’s Room fundraiser.
Peter McNamara, whose son, Liam,
was born with Lissencephaly (Miller-
Dieker Syndrome) and died before
his second birthday, was on hand to
make the request of the council. The
fundraiser will benefit the charity
named for Liam, which has already
funded the creation of a hospital room
at Overlook Hospital where pediatric
patients requiring palliative care and
their families can stay. The
McNamaras hope to create a similar
room at Morristown Memorial Hos-
pital.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

of it. Now would be a better time of
year than ever to bid this out. We
could save money in the long run,”
said Mr. Kessler.

The governing body assured Mr.
Kessler that the upcoming meeting
would bring some answers and hope-
fully lead to bidding out the project.

In other news, Councilman James
Mathieu recommended a citizens’ ad-
visory board be put together for citi-
zens to voice their opinions and con-
cerns to the governing body. He also
informed the mayor and council that
Garwood was on track, cutting ex-
penses so that there would be no
increase in the municipal budget.

“I commend the public library for
placing a wage freeze on their com-
pensation,” said Councilman
Mathieu.

He also informed the board that
Police Chief William Legg was hold-
ing back on staff promotions to help
keep costs down. Mr. Mathieu noted
the council recommended that non-
union workers freeze their wages,
too. Furthermore, Borough Adminis-
trator Christina Ariemma tentatively
scheduled a budget meeting for Mon-
day, March 7.

Council President Tim Hak an-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council

Elimination of Presidential Primary
Would Save County Money

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi told county freeholders
last Thursday that the cost for next year’s
Presidential Primary Election could be
reduced if pending legislation to move
the date back to June becomes law.

Lawmakers added a statewide Presi-
dential Primary in 2008 in an effort to
give New Jersey voters more of a say in
the selection of Democratic and Republi-
can Presidential nominees.

According to legislation sponsored by
Senator Michael Doherty (R-23, Wash-
ington) and Assemblyman John DiMaio
(R-23, Hackettstown), eliminating a sepa-
rate Presidential Primary Election “would
save the state between $8 million and $10
million every four years.” New Jersey
holds its Primary Election for federal,
state and municipal races the first Tues-
day in June.

In terms of elections, the board is set to
vote tonight, February 10, on awarding a
$774,647 contract to Royal Printing Ser-
vices of West New York to print the 2011
School, Primary and General Election
ballots, as well as the February 7, 2012
Presidential Primary ballot. A second con-
tract, to B&B Press of Somerville, for
$223,000 also will be on tonight’s agenda
for printing mail-in and provisional bal-
lots for 2011 and 2012 elections.

Ms. Rajoppi said costs are increased in
Presidential election years, as voter turn-
out is the highest of the four-year election
cycle. She said in 2008, some 70 percent
of registered voters turned out for the
General Election, which resulted in a
jump in mail-in ballots. Mail-in ballots
replaced the absentee ballot system. Vot-
ers can now opt to have ballots mailed to
them every year for General Elections.

“There is a great cost involved with the
mail-in ballots now because more and
more people are opting to do them in the
General Election forever,” said Ms.
Rajoppi.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked if the
2011 election costs would be greater than
last year, to which Ms. Rajoppi responded
it would be, due to state Legislative elec-
tions that occur this year.

“[This is] because you need more bal-
lot forms. It’s not just 21 (for each of the
21 towns in the county.) You have to
break it down into legislative districts,”
she said. Union County is represented by
four legislative districts.

In other business, Al Faella, director of
the Department of Parks and Community
Renewal, told the board that he has been
informed that the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) program may
be cut by 25 percent this year.

“That would be a loss of over $1 mil-
lion for Union County,” Mr. Faella said.
“We are in the process of contacting our
[Congressional delegation] asking them
not to go for this. This would really dev-
astate us and really inhibit our ability to
perform a lot of the services.”

According to the county’s 2010 bud-
get, the county received $1.4 million in
CDBG funding last year.

The CDBG program can be used for
acquisition of property; rehabilitation of
structures; construction or improvements
of public facilities such as water and
sewers, streets, neighborhood centers;
renewable energy resources, and assis-
tance to “profit-motivated businesses for
economic development and job creation,”
according to the county’s Division of
Planning and Community Development.

Elizabeth and Union apply for their
own grants, while the other 19 towns in
the county, including Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, participate in the
Union County Development Program.

A resolution was considered by the
board for the county to enter into a com-
modity resale agreement with both
Kenilworth and the Elizabeth Parking
Authority to use the county’s fueling
tanks at the Sheriff’s Labor Assistance
Program (S.L.A.P.) facility in Elizabeth,
the Warinanco Park service yard in Eliza-
beth or the Galloping Hill Golf Course
service yard in Kenilworth. They would
be charged a 10-cent-per-gallon adminis-
trative fee to use the tanks. Garwood has
a similar agreement with the county.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said, “I am
certain Kenilworth and the parking au-
thority are going to save money in terms
of the gas.” He said he would like to see
other towns join the program.

Also considered by the board was a
resolution for the county to apply for
$470,000 in federal funding for contin-
ued inclusion in NJ Transit’s Consoli-
dated Job Access and Reverse Commute
program. The county uses the money to
fund its Route 22 shuttle program for
workers employed along the highway.
The county is required to provide the
same amount in funding as it receives
from the federal government.

Cranford Parking Fees on Centennial
Avenue Ended; Lots Could Be Next

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday gave final ap-
proval to an ordinance eliminating
parking fees on Centennial Avenue,
and Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said
the municipal government would next
look into whether parking fees should
be eliminated, as he favors, in two
municipal parking lots as well.

The Centennial Avenue parking pay
stations did not generate the revenue
that was anticipated when they were
first installed several years ago, ex-
plained Commissioner David
Robinson at the committee’s regular
meeting. The parking committee,
which had urged their installation,
supported their removal at the present
time, he said. Deputy Mayor Kevin
Campbell said the Centennial Avenue
corridor is not a place where long-
term parking will be an issue, unlike
the downtown business district. He
said “most people use the spaces [on
Centennial] for 15 minutes to a half
hour.”

During the public hearing prior to
the committee’s unanimous approval
of the ordinance, one Centennial Av-
enue business owner called the park-
ing system on the thoroughfare a
“nightmare,” noting that the pay sta-
tions often malfunction.

Mayor Aschenbach, in urging an
elimination of fees in the parking lots,
noted that the cost of owning and
operating the pay stations far out-
weighed the revenue collected.

In other business, the mayor pro-
vided a brief update on the 2011 mu-
nicipal budget deliberations, saying
there still remains a “large budget
gap” that needs to be closed. Appro-
priations levels, he noted, are “several
percentage points lower” than last
year’s spending level, although the
mayor said the township committee
still needs to cut further to comply
with the state-mandated 2-percent cap.
Another special budget meeting is set
for Thursday, February 17.

At the start of the meeting, the com-
mittee approved four police depart-

ment promotions. Patrolman Eugene
Perrotta and Detective Richard Vitale
were promoted to sergeant, Sergeant
Edward Davenport was promoted to
lieutenant and Lieutenant Joseph Van
Bergen was advanced to the rank of
captain. Police Chief Eric Mason at-
tended the ceremonies, which saw the
municipal chambers filled with fam-
ily and friends of the four being pro-
moted, and provided career highlights
for each individual.

The committee’s vote to promote
the officers was 4-1 for each indi-
vidual, with Commissioner Mark
Dugan saying he could not support the
resolutions “due to budgetary con-
straints,” especially at this point when
the municipal budget has yet to be
finalized. Commissioner Robinson,
however, said the police department
has already seen “hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars of savings” in recent
years via attrition. Mayor Aschenbach
said the promotions “ensure the po-
lice department has supervisory per-
sonnel in place” to assist the rest of the
department.

nounced that maintenance  regarding
snow damage and potholes on the
borough’s roads would be done this
upcoming week.

“The DPW also plans to continue
moving snow this week so the sides
of the roads will be in better condi-
tion,” said Mr. Hak.

Resident Ann Leonard thanked the
police department and the Depart-
ment of Public Works for the job they
have done this winter with keeping
up with the snow removal.

“It is hard to keep the roads clear
when that much snow is coming down,
but they have managed to stay on top
of it,” said Ms. Leonard.

Ms. Leonard also expressed her
concern over residents parking in the
roads when the road widths were
narrower due to snow on both sides of
the street.

“I think it creates a hazard and
prevents emergency vehicles from
passing through. I think we need to
educate our residents more on this
issue,” she said.

Mayor Quattrocchi and the coun-
cil assured Ms. Leonard that this
would be looked into, and the police
department was issuing citations to
residents for this reason.
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOG DAYS OF FEBRUARY...Canines and their owners headed to Echo Lake Dog Park in Mountainside on Sunday, February 6, to socialize and get some much needed exercise. Freezing temperatures have made it difficult to be outside.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TIMBER...A tree blocks the roadway on Tillotson Road in Fanwood after a heavy mix of rain and ice coated the area last
week. The weight of the ice brought down power lines, trees and branches causing traffic delays and power outages.

Area Towns Apply for FEMA
Aid For December Blizzard

Fanwood Council Looks at March
For Municipal Budget Intro

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Budget chatter is
beginning to pick up now that winter
is heading into its home stretch.

At Tuesday night’s regular monthly
mayor and council meeting, Coun-
cilman Anthony Parenti, who chairs
the Administration and Finance Com-
mittee, said initial budget meetings
have already been held with the
borough’s administrator and chief fi-
nancial officer.

“We’ll hopefully be introducing
our budget in March,” said Council-
man Parenti.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said the
borough’s “best-case scenario” re-
garding the budget is that revenue
and expenses “will be flat” however,

she said the borough already expects
state aid to decrease again at the same
time when health insurance costs will
likely increase by about 16 percent.

In addition, all municipalities are
being held to a 2-percent budget cap.

“We have no intentions of going
out to referendum to exceed that 2
percent,” said the mayor, adding, “We
will be challenged here…to live
within that 2 percent.”

During public comments, former
Councilwoman Donna Dolce asked
for an update on the board of
education’s budget picture, noting its
significant impact on the municipal
budget scenario.

Councilman Robert Manduca, the
governing body’s liaison to the board
of education, responded that, as of its

last meeting, the school board was
still waiting for the governor’s so-
called “tool kit” measures, designed
to help local officials stay within
their budget caps.

“They’re saying [the budget will
be] flat, but everything is non-com-
mittal,” said Mr. Manduca.

Mayor Mahr urged Councilman
Manduca to “circle back” with the
school board and report back on any
budget developments given the an-
ticipated vote on the school board
budget in mid-April.

Ms. Dolce also noted that one
Fanwood school board seat and two
Scotch Plains seats will be up for
election this year; she encouraged
interested residents to consider fil-
ing for a spot on the ballot.

In other business, Councilman
Russell Huegel reported that the bor-
ough might qualify for about $20,000
in federal emergency management
funds following snow-related disas-
ter-area declarations this winter.

On another snow-related note,
Mayor Mahr said many of the
borough’s fire hydrants that had been
buried under snow were recently dug
out, thanks to the Union County
Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program
(S.L.A.P.)

The mayor said more than 40
Fanwood hydrants were dug out
“within a short period of time…at no
cost to the borough” thanks to the
program, which employs county of-
fenders arrested for minor crimes.

Mayor Mahr also said a planned
Union County shared-services “sum-
mit,” which was snowed out earlier
this winter, has been rescheduled for
Thursday, March 3, and will feature
state Senate President Steven
Sweeney as a speaker.

The mayor said Fanwood and other
municipalities have been invited to
participate and learn “how to take
shared services to the next level.”

Borough Engineer Dominic
Carrino reported that a state grant
totaling $175,250 is available to help
finance the construction of Herbert
Avenue this year; he said the total
price tag for that job will be more
than $400,000.

Mr. Carrino also said four bids
were received for a project to replace
the roof fascia on the firehouse at the
Borough Hall complex; he recom-
mended accepting the low bid of
$16,880.

Regarding borough appointments,
Councilwoman Joan Wheeler re-
ported that Kevin Boris, who ran for
a council seat last year, is the new
planning board chairman; Dale Flow-
ers continues as vice-chairman.

Joe Valente was appointed to a
three-year term on the recreation
commission, and Kenneth Gorman
was approved as a new volunteer
firefighter.

“The fire department in Fanwood
is a very distinguished family,” said
Councilman Huegel, “and I’m sure
you’ll be a welcome addition to that
family.”

Tuesday night’s meeting also fea-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ERIN GO BRAGH...Asw. Linda Stender, at podium, and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr congratulate Fanwood resident David Bell, third from left, on being
named Grand Marshal of Union County’s St. Patrick’s Day parade. Mr. Bell is
pictured with his wife and other members of the parade committee.

Freeholders Discuss Presidential Primary,
Community Improvements, Developments

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi told county
freeholders last Thursday that the cost
for next year’s Presidential Primary
Election could be reduced if pending
legislation to move the date back to
June becomes law.

Lawmakers added a statewide
Presidential Primary in 2008 in an
effort to give New Jersey voters more
of a say in the selection of Demo-
cratic and Republican Presidential
nominees.

According to legislation sponsored
by Senator Michael Doherty (R-23,
Washington) and Assemblyman John
DiMaio (R-23, Hackettstown), elimi-
nating a separate Presidential Pri-
mary Election “would save the state
between $8 million and $10 million
every four years.” New Jersey holds
its Primary Election for federal, state
and municipal races the first Tuesday
in June.

Ms. Rajoppi told the freeholders
that eliminating a separate Presiden-
tial Primary “would save us a great
deal of money.”

In terms of election costs, the board
is set to vote tonight, February 10, on
awarding a $774,647 contract to
Royal Printing Services of West New
York to print the 2011 School, Pri-
mary and General Election ballots, as
well as the February 7, 2012 Presi-
dential Primary ballot. A second con-
tract, to B&B Press of Somerville,
for $223,000 also will be on tonight’s
agenda for printing mail-in and pro-
visional ballots for 2011 and 2012
elections.

Ms. Rajoppi said costs are in-
creased in Presidential election years,
as voter turnout is the highest of the
four-year election cycle. She said in

2008, some 70 percent of registered
voters turned out for the General Elec-
tion, which resulted in a jump in
mail-in ballots. Mail-in ballots re-
placed the absentee ballots system.
Voters can now opt to have ballots
mailed to them every year for Gen-
eral Elections.

“There is a great cost involved with
the mail-in ballots now because more
and more people are opting to do
them in the General Election for-
ever,” said Ms. Rajoppi.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked if
the 2011 election costs would be
greater than last year’s expenditure,
to which Ms. Rajoppi responded it
would be due to state Legislative
elections that occur this year.

“[This is] because you need more
ballot forms. It’s not just 21 (for each of
the 21 towns in the county.) You have to
break it down into legislative districts,”
she said. Union County is represented
by four legislative districts.

In other business, Al Faella, direc-
tor of the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal, told the board
that he has been informed that the
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program may be cut
by 25 percent this year.

“That would be a loss of over $1
million for Union County,” Mr. Faella
told the freeholders. “We are in the
process of contacting our [Congres-
sional delegation] asking them not to
go for this. This would really devas-
tate us and really inhibit our ability to
perform a lot of the services.”

According to the county’s 2010
budget, the county received $1.4 mil-
lion in CDBG funding last year.

The CDBG program can be used

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Union County was one
of 13 counties declared eligible for
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) aid for the blizzard
that struck New Jersey on December
26, 2010.

While New Jersey applied for $53
million in aid, which includes $13
million for the Department of Trans-
portation and the Turnpike Authority,
the amount to be awarded will depend
on how many applications are filed
with FEMA and how much of the
storm costs can be verified by the
agency, according to Mary Goepfert,
external affairs officer with the NJ
Office of Emergency Management.

She said FEMA is in the process of
setting up a field office in the state.
Once that is done, counties and towns
will be invited to attend a meeting
explaining the process of filing an
application.

Ms. Goepfert said FEMA verifies
all information in applications includ-
ing overtime for employees who
worked during the storm. Receipts are
also required for all salt used. She said
local governments would likely not

see any reimbursement funds for bliz-
zard costs for “at least several months.”

In addition to Union County, Presi-
dent Barack Obama declared Bergen,
Burlington, Cape May, Essex,
Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Passaic
and Somerset Counties eligible for
FEMA funds.

In his letter dated January 24 to the
President, Governor Chris Christie
listed estimated cleanup costs for
Union County at $2.6 million.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, Westfield has applied for
$100,000 in FEMA aid for the De-
cember storm. That includes $42,000
in overtime costs for public works
employees for plowing costs, $46,000
for leasing additional equipment and
another $15,000 for overtime costs
and $1,000 for equipment for the fire
department.

“If we are reimbursed (by FEMA),
that would be a huge help (to offset
2011 winter season costs),” Mr.
Gildea said. He said the town has
spent another $100,000 to date in
2011 for overtime incurred by public
works crews for over a half dozen

for acquisition of property; rehabili-
tation of residential and non-residen-
tial structures; construction of public
facilities or improvements to facili-
ties, such as water and sewer facili-
ties, streets, neighborhood centers,
and renewable energy resources, and
assistance to “profit-motivated busi-
nesses to carry out economic devel-
opment and job creation/retention
activities,” according to the county’s
Division of Planning and Commu-
nity Development.

Elizabeth and Union apply for their
own grants, while the other 19 towns
in the county, including Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, partici-
pate in the Union County Develop-
ment Program.

A resolution was considered by the
board for the county to enter into a
commodity resale agreement with
both Kenilworth and the Elizabeth
Parking Authority to use the county’s
fueling tanks at the Sheriff’s Labor
Assistance Program (S.L.A.P.) facil-
ity in Elizabeth, the Warinanco Park
service yard in Elizabeth or the Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course service yard
in Kenilworth. They would be charged
a 10-cent-per-gallon administrative
fee to use the tanks. Garwood has a
similar agreement with the county.

“It is a shared service. I think it is
a great use of our resources,” Free-
holder Dan Sullivan said. “I am cer-
tain Kenilworth and the parking au-
thority are going to save money in
terms of the gas.” He said he would
like to see other towns join the pro-
gram, noting fueling stations are lo-
cated throughout the county.

Also considered by the board was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

Where academic excellence and Christ’s presence come together.
For information, to register or to sign up for a tour visit HolySaviorAcademy.com or call 908.822.5890.
1 SACRED HEART DRIVE, SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07080

201102_0024

Holy Savior Academy
T H E  M I D D L E B R O O K  D E A N E RY  C AT H O L I C  S C H O O L

OPEN ENROLLMENT GOING ON NOW

Secure your child’s enrollment in HSA now. 

Early registration is recommended.

Interactive technology in every classroom

Full-day Pre-K and Kindergarten

Accelerated Math & English

21st Century Learning 
for 21st Century Minds

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Property Taxes Should Drop
Along With Home Values

James M. Foerst

SCOTCH PLAINS – Is a property
tax appeal right for you?

In the last five years, home values
in Union County have dropped dra-
matically. As the real estate market is
depreciating, your property taxes have
been increasing.

As a taxpayer, you have the right to
appeal your property tax assessment
as a means to reduce your real estate
tax obligations. As a taxpayer con-
sidering an appeal, you should un-

derstand that you must prove that
your home’s assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.”

With a successful tax appeal, your
lowered tax assessment will be set
for the three years, which can amount
to a considerable amount of savings.
The best way to succeed in appealing
your taxes is to present your claim to
the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.
Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process.

Save money in this economy. Make
the sale of your home more attrac-
tive. Reduce your long-term expenses
and make it more affordable to stay in
your home. All with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be filed by April
1. For more information about tax
appeals, visit www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the complimentary as-
sessment form to see if you can save
money on your taxes, or get started
with a free consultation by calling
James M. Foerst at (908) 322-4886.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

tured a special presentation – complete
with bagpipers – for Fanwood resident
David Bell, who has been named Grand
Marshal of the Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade to be held on March 12, in
Union.

Mr. Bell, a State Police detective ser-
geant, said, “it’s a total honor” to serve as
grand marshal for the 15th annual parade.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22) presented Mr. Bell with a joint proc-
lamation from the State Senate and As-
sembly.

The mayor also noted that a Fanwood
contingent would march in the parade for
the first time this year.

The governing body approved a reso-
lution permitting a local Irish pub to hold
a St. Patrick’s Day-themed celebration
and fundraiser on Saturday, March 19, on
borough-owned property along South
Avenue.

storms since the December blizzard.
Mr. Gildea said the town did not seek

reimbursement for the costs of salt for the
December storm. He said the town pur-
chased 1,000 tons of salt in December at
a cost of $45,000 and has a few hundred
tons remaining.

Union County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the county has applied for
$250,000 from FEMA for the December
storm.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the borough expects to apply for between
$17,380 and $20,199.

“We don’t know the parameters FEMA
will be using,” the mayor said, noting that
Fanwood will apply for the lower number
if the agency only allows costs spent over
48 hours and the higher number if the
borough is permitted to submit blizzard
expenditures beyond this time frame. She
said the costs are for labor and equipment
for plowing borough streets and parking
lots.

Garwood has applied for $18,000 in
FEMA funding for public works over-
time, according to Borough Administra-
tor Christina Ariemma.

Scotch Plains and Mountainside did
not provide FEMA aid numbers.

Lauren Barr contributed to this story.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FEMA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
Calling it a “win-win” arrangement,

Mayor Mahr said proceeds from the party
would benefit Fanwood recreation pro-
grams; she said Fanwood police would
be on hand during the event to ensure
safety.

The celebration will be held under a
tent and include entertainment, family
activities, food, and beverages.

Former councilman David Trumpp,
representing the local Lions Club, pre-
sented a check for $2,000 to Fanwood’s
Fire Department, which teamed up with
the Lions Club for the club’s annual
Christmas tree sale at LaGrande Park.

Mr. Trumpp said 535 trees were sold in
17 days in December.

Councilman Manduca reported that 11
babies have been born so far this year to
Fanwood families. Mr. Manduca joked
that if the “mini baby boom” continues,
“we’ll have to build another school.”

DIGOUT...In the photo at left, several
members of the Scotch Plains Southside
Fire Department volunteered their time
on Saturday, January 29, to clear fire
hydrants. These efforts were led by
firefighter and former Captain David
Triano supported by firefighters Ja-
son Lee, Frank De Gregorio, Skip Paal,
Dan Biglin, Bill Bowman, Alan
Gialanella and Battalion Chief Paul
Malool.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders
a resolution for the county to apply for
$470,000 in federal funding for contin-
ued inclusion in NJ Transit’s Consoli-
dated Job Access and Reverse Commute
program. The county uses the money to
fund its Route 22 shuttle program for
workers employed along the highway.
The county is required to provide the
same amount in funding as whatever it
receives from the federal government.

Human Services Director Frank Guzzo
said he does not expect a change in ser-
vice in 2011 unless the county is not
successful in garnering funding this year
or if it receives a reduced amount.

“(If that occurs) we would have to look
at what that reduction would mean in
terms of service for individuals who use
it every day,” Mr. Guzzo said.

Photo courtesy of Amanda Malool

Special Meeting
The Scotch Plains Planning Board will meet Monday, February 21, at 7:30

p.m. to recommend whether properties, including the municipal building and
library, fit criteria for lands to be redeveloped. The township has proposed
moving them to site of the Shackamaxon Golf Course.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Lance Speaks on Healthcare,
Deficit, At Town Hall Meeting in SP

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7) addressed an audience of nearly
three dozen people, Saturday morning,
who came mostly to discuss the economy
and last year’s hotly debated healthcare
bill. The second-term congressman, who
represents the 7th Congressional dis-
trict, spoke to his constituents in a town-
hall-style setting at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building. He framed his dis-
cussion around the major issues that the
112th Congress is tackling, including 9-
percent unemployment and the $14 tril-
lion national debt.

“I think the American people sent a
message last November” when Republi-
cans took control of the U.S. House of
Representatives, and “in a bipartisan ca-
pacity, we must attempt to get our fiscal
house in order,” he said to the crowd.

Under the leadership of Speaker John
Boehner, a Republican from Ohio, the
lower house has attempted to tighten
its belt by requiring that spending bills
have offsetting cuts, Mr. Lance men-
tioned. He also touted efforts to post
bills online three days prior to being
voted on in order to give the public an
opportunity to educate itself about the
matters. He also said an initiative voted
on in the House would mandate that a
bill must show its Constitutional deri-
vation before proceeding. The House
has also passed a resolution to reduce
spending to 2008 levels.

Mr. Lance said he shared an elevator
with Democratic Arizona Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords on the day she was
sworn in by Speaker Boehner, January
5; she was shot in the head at close
range three days later at a public gath-
ering and is currently recovering. Mr.
Lance said he and the American public
pray for Ms. Giffords’ speedy recov-
ery. Despite the “unacceptable” vio-
lence, which occurred at a meet-and-
greet in front of a supermarket, Mr.
Lance said he intends to continue to
hold functions to meet his constituents.

He said the current House’s most
important decision rested in its vote to
repeal the healthcare bill that was
passed last year. Mr. Lance favors al-
lowing people to purchase insurance
across state lines and implementing
medical-malpractice-insurance reform.
He does, however, agree with at least
two facets of the President’s healthcare
bill – guaranteeing that insurance pro-
viders not discriminate against those
with pre-existing conditions and al-
lowing children to stay on their par-
ents’ policies until 26.

Responding to a question from
Scotch Plains resident Steve Gartner
about what will happen next in the
healthcare saga, Mr. Lance referenced
that two district courts have ruled that
the bill’s “individual mandate” is un-
constitutional, while two other district

courts have ruled otherwise. Ben
Nelson, a Democratic Senator from
Florida, has authored a resolution in
the Senate to put pressure on the U.S.
Supreme Court to preside over the case.

“I want to be the prime sponsor of
the bill in the House, to ask the Su-
preme Court to take that case immedi-
ately,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance, a self-proclaimed fiscal
conservative, also spoke highly of a
measure passed in the House that would
reduce spending by $617 million over
10 years by eliminating the Presiden-
tial Election Campaign Fund (PECF),
thus eliminating public financing of
presidential campaigns. Specifically,
the bill would terminate a taxpayer’s
option to contribute a portion of his or
her income-tax return to the PECF and
transfer the entire current balance of
the PECF to the general treasury fund.

Responding to a question from Sally
Fullman of Murray Hill about who will
pay for elections – fearing the intrusion
of “special interests” – the Congress-
man said the initiative “will save a lot
of money...and the President has al-
ready not used the [public] system once
(when running for office in 2008), and
it’s unlikely he’ll use it again (when
running for re-election in 2012).”

Meara Nigro of Berkeley Heights
said she “had to question the Republi-
cans’ credibility on the deficit issue.”

Citing the deficit of $1.5 trillion, she
said, “You didn’t mention two enor-
mously expensive wars that have gone
on longer than any wars in our history.
It’s unprecedented to cut taxes for the
wealthy when the country’s at war.”
She urged Congress to “rescind these
tax cuts [passed in late 2010] for the
super wealthy.”

Regarding the deal struck between
Congressional Republicans and the
White House in December during the
lame-duck session, which temporarily
continued the Bush-era tax cuts at all
income levels, Mr. Lance responded to
Ms. Nigro by saying that the deal “was
not a tax cut from [his] perspective;
that was merely continuing the current
tax rates...I think it had portions for all
concerned, and I voted for it. I would
vote for it again.”

Scotch Plains resident David Ritter
also asked about the tax deal signed
before Christmas. He said, “Republi-
cans got what they wanted – tax rates
staying the same for the wealthy. The
administration got what it wanted – an
extension of unemployment benefits.
But what we all got was less money
coming in and more money going out.”

Talking about the difficult choices
that no one in office wants to make, Mr.
Ritter said, “No one wants to say any-
thing bad about Social Security be-
cause people will vote them out...Social
Security is socialism. The healthcare
bill that was passed was socialism.

Medicare is socialism. Mandated auto
insurance is socialism.”

Referencing the bipartisan Simpson-
Bowles Commission, which took a serious
look at reducing one of the main drivers of
the country’s budget, entitlement programs,
Mr. Ritter touted the commission for sug-
gesting some “very unpopular” measures,
including the proposal to increase the eligi-
bility age for Social Security by one month
every two years.

“Maybe everybody’s got to give a
little bit. Maybe we’ve got to listen to
this bipartisan committee,” Mr. Ritter
said to the congressman.

Mr. Lance said he wanted to “go on
the record as favoring Social Security
and Medicare. I don’t think we are
going to eliminate those programs.”

Mr. Lance said it was not “unreason-
able” to ask people like his 23-year-old
son to work a year longer.

“I think, ultimately, we’re going to
have to raise the retirement age. Let me
be clear to the press; I don’t mean people
who are in their 30’s or 40’s [or older].
I’m talking about young people,” he said.

On Medicare, he said that issue is
more difficult, and the government
would have to act to “bend the cost
curve” downward.

“[Healthcare] is 17 percent of GDP
(Gross Domestic Product), and if it
(fixing U.S. healthcare) were easily
done, Congress would have done it,
ladies and gentlemen,” Mr. Lance said.
“We are not fools and naives. It’s going
to be a tough issue.”

Monica Felsing of Fanwood criti-
cized the U.S. government, specifi-
cally President Barack Obama, for not
pursuing drilling off the Gulf of Mexico.
She cited sources who said paying $5
at the pump for a gallon of gas is
coming shortly.

“Drilling can be occurring right now
as we speak,” she said. “What specific
law will you (Lance) put in place to
start the drilling humming? It’s a na-
tional-security issue,” a sentiment that
was shared by a fellow citizen later in
the meeting.

Mr. Lance said he believes that within
the next month or so, the Energy and
Commerce Committee will request that
Obama administration officials come
before the panel and update members
on the drilling moratorium, which Mr.
Lance does not favor.

Ms. Felsing said the country needs
to realize that President Obama is “pub-
lic enemy number one.”

Bryan Askew of Plainfield explained
that he was a veteran who served dur-
ing Ronald Reagan’s presidency. “I’m
very proud to serve my country,” he
said. “I did not vote for Reagan...but he
was my president. We have to stand
behind the president, whoever it is.
Calling a president anything less than
the dignity of that office is treason, in
my opinion.”

A verbal back-and-forth ensued be-
tween Mr. Askew and Ms. Felsing,
with Ms. Felsing saying, “No we don’t
[have to respect the president]...He
(Obama) hasn’t earned my respect.”

Mr. Askew responded, “She (Felsing)
needs to learn civility and self-control,
and to keep her mouth shut.”

Later in the event, Michael Ancona
of Fanwood said, Ms. Felsing’s hus-
band, said, “We have an executive
branch that seems to have contempt of
the judiciary and legislative branches
of government. When we talk about
the president, it’s not the person. It’s
about the policies of that person.”

Scotch Plains Republican Council-
man Bo Vastine asked the congress-
man about the rumor, following the
latest Census, of New Jersey losing a
Congressional seat.

Mr. Lance did confirm that the num-
ber of seats would indeed drop by one
seat to 12 representatives for the 2012
election. A commission, comprised of
six Republicans and six Democrats, will
determine the new district lines.

“...When they do not agree, Coun-
cilman, the Supreme Court of New
Jersey appoints a tie-breaker,” Mr.
Lance said.

New Jersey has gained between 4
and 5 percent in population during the
last decade; the nation, as a whole,
however, has gained about 9 percent.

Separately, there will be a state reap-
portionment for the 40 legislative dis-
tricts this year.

“I don’t know whether Scotch Plains
will go into another district or not;
that’s possible,” Mr. Lance said.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
spoke about veterans, many of whom
return to this country with “no jobs, no
insurance and nowhere to live.” The
mayor is hosting a dinner for 50 return-
ing servicemen and women and wanted
to share with them “what we’re doing
for our veterans to help them re-estab-
lish their lives.”

“This is not a partisan issue,” Mr.
Lance said. “Congress wants to do
everything it can for our veterans...As
we go about cutting spending – and
Republicans have proposals in that re-
gard back to 2008 levels – this is on
discretionary spending, not on veter-
ans’ issues,” he said.
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MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

WL 02/10/11

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

SUNITA MERRIMAN, DDS 
229 CHARLES STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 
908.389.0222  •  WWW.DOCTORMERRIMAN.COM 
 

“I firmly believe that delivery of optimal healthcare 
is a blend of superior diagnostic and clinical skills, 

dedicated and talented team members efforts, state-of-the-
art technology and materials, continuing education, and old-
fashioned, five-star personalized and compassionate care.” 

Dr. Merriman was recently voted by her peers as a Top Dentist 
in New Jersey Monthly’s 2010 survey of New Jersey Dentists. 

Dr. Merriman is a graduate of New York University, College of Dentistry 
and Long Island Jewish Medical Center in NY.  Her professional affiliations 
include the American Dental Association, New Jersey Dental Association, 
American Association of Women Dentists, and the prestigious Dawson 
Alumni Association.  She is a faculty member at The Center for 
Educational Excellence in NJ, and co-founder of the Dawson Study Club 
for Complete Dentistry. Dr. Merriman is also the author of the blog Dental 
Chronicles:  www.dentalchronicles.com 

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

Court Won’t Allow Fiscal Crisis
As Part of Report on Aid Cuts
The New Jersey Supreme Court

has refused to allow a special master
examining the constitutionality of last
year’s school aid cuts to consider the
state’s fiscal crisis, according to pub-
lished reports. The state sought the
ruling, claiming that the recession
severely hurt tax revenues. A hearing
on the case is scheduled for February
14 in Hackensack.

The court appointed Bergen County
Assignment Judge Peter Doyne as a
special master to assess whether the
aid cuts had such a severe impact on
instruction and safety that they de-
prived children of their rights to “thor-
ough and efficient” educations. The
state has to prove the cuts did not hurt
core educational programs, accord-
ing to The Record.

The case was brought by the New-
ark-based Education Law Center
which has “challenged that Governor
Chris Christie’s cuts violated the
state’s obligation to fully fund the
2008 school aid formula for three
years and then review its effects,”
according to The Record’s article.

GOP Lawmakers Want to
Eliminate County Super Posts
Republican lawmakers, Senator

Dawn Marie Addiego, Assemblyman
Scott Rudder and Assemblyman Pat
Delany (all (R-8, Burlington) plan to
unveil legislation to abolish the posi-
tion of executive county superinten-
dents in all 21 New Jersey counties.

“The county superintendent is a
luxury New Jersey taxpayers can not
afford,” said Assemblyman Rudder.
“This is a level of state bureaucracy
that is expensive, excessive, and re-
dundant.”

The position pays as much as
$141,000 per year of which some of
the costs are paid for by the indi-
vidual counties.

“There is no need to micro-man-
age at the county level,” Senator
Addiego said.

State to Layoff 115 Casino
Inspectors Under AC Dereg Bill
New Jersey is laying off 115 of its

144 casino inspectors as part of a
casino deregulation bill signed into
law by Governor Chris Christie last
week. The state’s gaming enforce-
ment division will now be respon-
sible for handling gaming complaints.

PVSA CFO Resigns;
State Police Brought In

The chief financial officer at the
Passaic Valley Sewerage Authority
(PVSA), Kenneth Pengitore, is the
latest to resign from the agency, ac-
cording to an nj.com report.

Six of the seven PVSA commis-
sioners quit after Governor Chris
Christie began termination proce-
dures over allegations over the hiring
of commissioners’ family members
and in-laws. Three of the former com-
missioners were arrested on charges
of misconduct that they ordered
PVSA employees to do improvement
work at their homes.

In addition, the State Police has
been brought in to take over security
at the agency’s Newark facility after
the discovery of a small hole drilled
into the office of the executive direc-
tor for purposes of eavesdropping.

Passaic Valley treats the sewage
of more than 1.3 million people in
Essex, Bergen, Passaic and Hudson
counties. Former Somerset County
Prosecutor Wayne Forrest was hired
to run the agency by Governor
Christie, replacing Bryan
Christiansen who was forced to re-
sign by the Governor over his
$313,000-a-year salary.
Ex-Berkeley Hts. Mayor Named

To Arbitration Reform Panel
Governor Chris has appointed

former Berkeley Heights mayor
David Cohen to the Public And
Fire Public Interest Arbitration
Impact Task Force. Assemblyman
Declan O’Scanlon (R-Red Bank)
was also among the four persons
appointed.

Rothman Urges Support for
Public Broadcasting

Rep. Steve Rothman (D-9th) said
that “it is critical that Congress con-
tinues to support funding for the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting
(CPB).”  “Defunding CPB will sig-
nificantly hurt National Public Radio
(NPR) news stations in less affluent
areas because those communities rely
on the vital federal funds set aside for
public broadcasting. I’m committed
to making sure that this important
service continues.”

Republicans and conservative TV
and radio talk show hosts have been
critical of NPR since they fired ana-
lyst Juan Williams.

Governor Signs Bill
On Wind Energy

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie took action on the following
legislation on February 3: The fol-
lowing bills were signed: S-212/ACS
for A-868, 2942, allows construction
of wind dependent energy facilities on
piers within 500 feet of mean high
water line of tidal waters; S-1189/A-
845, establishing “New Jersey Veter-
ans’ Hospital Task Force,” and S-1795/
A-2736, requires Board of Medical
Examiners to take certain actions to
investigate licensees.

The Governor conditionally vetoed
S-1730/A-2478, which would require
certain public officers and employ-
ees to reside in state.
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any car wash

Complete
Detail

Full Service
Car Wash

Includes: Oil Filter, up to 5 Qts. Oil,
16 Point Check, Fill All Fluids, Cartridge Filter Extra

*Most Cars *Cannot Combine Coupons

Full Service Oil Change

FREE Plus

“THE ONLY QUICK LUBE IN TOWN!”

expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 off

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

$25.00
OFF

expires 4/20/11

$24.95
+ Tax

*

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Kean Says Census Points
To Favorable Map for GOP

Local Group Helping to Find
Furniture for Needy Families

By ANTHONY MONDI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Dawson Yeomans’
organization, Furniture Assist Inc.
(FAI), has one mission: to help those
that need it. Everything from yard
tools to toys, from clothing to books
– and of course furniture – are sup-
plied, free of charge, to families in
need.

Furniture Assistance Inc. opens
their arms wide to fire and natural
disaster victims, abuse victims, fami-
lies recovering from job loss or a
medical emergency, and even fami-
lies that are just looking for a new
beginning.

FAI’s Board of Trustees has a strong
Westfield presence. The board in-
cludes Jill Brown, who serves on the
mission commission at the Presbyte-
rian Church of Westfield; David
Buckman, past president of the
Westfield Jaycees; Michael
Chirichellam, an ordained deacon at
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, and
Peggy Rothbaum, a Westfield psy-
chologist.

Mr. Yeomans said his goal to “keep
[the furniture] out of the landfills”
and into people’s homes began back
in 2004 and has grown rapidly since.
His first donation came in the form
of helping out a personal customer
subsidize his mother-in-law’s home.
The company that Mr. Yeomans tried
to donate to would not accept a lot of
the furniture being offered to them.
Mr. Yeomans said he has been doing
charity work all his life, was able to
find better use for these pieces of
furniture, and an organization was
born.

Although the organization oper-
ates through the church, beginning
with the St. Luke and All Saints Epis-
copal Church in Union, FAI will ca-
ter to anyone who needs help, regard-
less or faith, or of no faith. As a result,
FAI provides assistance to 130 homes
and apartments per weekend all across
northern New Jersey.

The group’s huge clientele war-
rants a huge need for volunteers. FAI
accepts anybody who is willing to
volunteer, from teenagers doing com-
munity service hours for their high
school or church, to court-ordered
community service, to just people
who would like to give a helping
hand, Mr. Yeomans said.

FAI offers pickup of any unwanted
furniture, at all small fee, to anyone

who wants to donate. Since its incep-
tion in 2004, FAI has received more
and more donators every year. These
donors range from families that
choose to give their furniture to a
good cause instead of throwing it out,
to Universities like Princeton and
Rutgers, to businesses such as The
Westfield Sleep Center and The Mat-
tress Factory.

Anyone needing FAI’s services can
visit their office in Union, and pick
up their furniture from their storage
facility, located at 400 North 14th
Street in Kenilworth. Mr. Yeomans
told The Westfield Leader nmd The
Times that past clients have come
back and volunteered, which shows
the impact that such a charitable or-
ganization can have on people’s lives.

Did You Know
TRENTON — First Lady Mary

Pat Christie has announced that
Drumthwacket, the official
Governor’s residence, will be illumi-
nated with red lights throughout the
month of February in recognition of
February as American Heart Month.

 ‘Statesman’ Award
Unveiled for HS Seniors

WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) has in-
troduced the “New Jersey Statesman/
Stateswoman of The Year” award.

The award, exclusively for high
school seniors, will be given to a
student who demonstrates aptitude
in selflessness and dedication to help-
ing others in their community. Teach-
ers will have the opportunity to nomi-
nate a student who fits these criteria
by filling out a short form explaining
the student’s attributes.

“The Statesman of The Year award
is a fitting honor for students who are
committed to serving others and con-
tribute to the greater good of society,”
said the award’s sponsor, Assembly-
man Bramnick. “The award will be a
symbol of the student’s hard work as
they prepare to enter college in the
fall.”

One senior student per high school
will be given the award. At the gradu-
ation ceremony the student will re-
ceive a commendation from the New
Jersey Legislature.

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) and Assembly Minority
Leader Alex DeCroce (R-26,
Whippany) have said that an initial
review of the official 2010 census
data confirms that major changes to
the current state legislative districts
map are required.

Shifts in population from Demo-
crat-heavy northeast New Jersey to
Republican-heavy northwest and
southern New Jersey and the growth
in New Jersey’s Hispanic population
particularly in Hudson, Essex and
Union counties will legally require
the significant changes, the GOP law-
makers said.

“We now have hard data to prove
that the traditional population cen-
ters in New Jersey are shifting from
the Democrat-heavy northeast to
Republican-rich areas like the shore
region, the Philadelphia suburbs and
northwest New Jersey,” Mr. Kean said.
“Of the 15 current legislative dis-
tricts that are most under-populated,
12 are represented by Democrat Sena-
tors with significant concentrations
in Essex and Hudson counties. This
isn’t particularly good news if you
are a Democratic incumbent from
northeast New Jersey.”

The biggest population changes
came in Gloucester and Ocean Coun-
ties, which have seen double-digit
growth since 2000, while heavily
Democratic Essex County was one of
the only two counties seeing declines.
In fact, the top five counties seeing
the biggest growth statewide collec-
tively gave Republican Assembly
candidates 57 percent of the vote in
2009.

“The areas where the greatest
growth has occurred are Republican-
heavy Ocean County, and an increas-
ingly competitive Gloucester County

which in the last two years voted for
Governor Christie, elected a Repub-
lican assemblyman and snagged two
open freeholder seats for Republi-
cans for the first time in more than a
decade,” Mr. DeCroce added. “As the
apportionment commission gets to
work on drawing new boundary lines,
it is our hope that this time a fair map
will be drawn that accurately reflects
these changes, while keeping com-
munities of interest intact.”

Additionally, comparing the 2010
population per legislative district to
the goal of 220,000 residents per dis-
trict, shows that current Republican-
held Senate districts are significantly
over-populated by 55,000 people,
while Democrat districts are signifi-
cantly under-populated, by 55,000
people, according to the Republican
Senate press office. They said this
suggests that a realignment of legis-
lative districts from Democrat areas
to Republican areas will be required
to meet requirements set by the U.S.
Supreme Court since the current map
was drawn.

The Hispanic population has grown
dramatically, and is now the single
largest minority group in New Jersey,
representing 17.7 percent of the state’s
population. However, there are just
six Latino legislators in the state Sen-
ate and Assembly, representing 5 per-
cent of the 120 seats available.

“Clearly, the commission should
be working to ensure that the grow-
ing Hispanic community’s voice is
strengthened, rather than split up the
way it was under the previously drawn
legislative map,” Mr. Kean said. “Ul-
timately that means greater represen-
tation, and the state legislative mem-
bership should reflect that.”

“We look forward to the
commission’s work and a fair and
constitutional map,” Mr. DeCroce said.

Anthony Mondi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HELPING THOSE IN NEED...Dawson Yeomans, third from left, and Board of
Directors of Furniture Assist hold their monthly meeting at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield to discuss their future endeavors.

Christie Vetoes Bills On Undersheriffs,
UMDNJ Oral Health Center

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie recently vetoed two bills
passed by the State Legislature. The
first bill would allow sheriffs to des-
ignate allow their designated
undersheriffs to handle administra-
tive duties in their absence.

Senator Jim Beach (D-6, Cherry
Hill), the bill’s sponsor, said the state
statue contains over 30 pages of ad-
ministrative duties for New Jersey
sheriffs. He said the most pressing of
these duties, due to the current eco-
nomic crisis, is the assisting of the
foreclosure process of homes
throughout the state.

Governor Christie said he chose to
conditionally veto the bill because he
wants sheriffs to continue to admin-
ister the foreclosure process. He said
sheriffs “must maintain responsibil-
ity for the final execution of foreclo-
sure documents” and he wants lan-
guage in the bill to reflect that.

The second bill vetoed involved

establishing the New Jersey Center
for Oral Health at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey (UMDNJ). The sponsors of this
bill aimed to “improve access to oral
health services in New Jersey,”  the
Governor said. He said he wanted to
wait for the recommendations of the
Higher Education Task Force before
considering such a bill.

www.goleader.com

Amtrak Proposes $13.5-Billion
Tunnel, Replacing ARC Project

NEWARK – Amtrak has an-
nounced plans proposing to $13.5-
billion new rail tunnel from New
Jersey to New York City called the
“Gateway Project” as an alternative
to the cancelled “Access to the
Region’s Core (ARC)” project.

The new tunnel would add two new
tracks for more NJ Transit and high-
speed Amtrak trains into Penn Sta-
tion. Commuter train capacity for NJ
Transit would increase by additional
13 trains per peak hour into New York
City and it would increase the number
of Amtrak trains into New York City
by eight per hour. The plan follows
Governor Chris Christie’s decision to
pull the plug on ARC over cost over-
runs estimated to be in the billions of
dollars placing the project’s cost be-
tween $9 -$14 billion.

“The Gateway Project is essential
to the future growth and economic
development of the entire northeast
region and will provide for greater
capacity, connectivity and convenience
for Amtrak and commuter passengers
in the heart of Manhattan,” Amtrak
President and Chief Executive Officer
said Joe Boardman said. “It is a criti-
cal first step that we can take now to
bring 220 m.p.h. Amtrak high-speed
service to the Northeast Corridor.”

Tri-State Transportation Campaign
called the “Gateway Tunnel” an-
nouncement “exciting news.” “Last
year’s cancellation of the ARC Tun-
nel did not eliminate the need for a
better cross-Hudson commute. We
applaud Senators (Frank) Lautenberg
and (Robert) Menendez for stepping
into the breach and standing up for

transit riders and the transportation
needs of our region. Continued fed-
eral leadership will be crucial to this
project’s success, given Congressional
Republicans’ skepticism of Amtrak,”
according to a statement from Veronica
Vanterpool and Kate Slevin of the Tri-
State Transportation Campaign; Doug
O’Malley of Environment New Jer-
sey and Jeff Tittel of the Sierra Club
New Jersey chapter. “With the tunnel
at least a decade away, improving bus
service is the best way to expand tran-
sit capacity across the Hudson now.
The Port Authority has identified sev-
eral projects that would do so, includ-
ing a new bus garage on Manhattan’s
West Side, a new bus/carpool lane
through the Lincoln Tunnel, and a full
replacement of the Lincoln Tunnel
helix. After walking away from com-
muters by canceling the ARC tunnel,
it’s time for Gov. Christie to get back
on track by supporting near-term bus
improvements and exploring the Gate-
way Tunnel proposal.”

 Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.)
said, “When the ARC Tunnel was
cancelled, it was clear to me that we
couldn’t just throw up our hands and
wait years to find another solution.”

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield said, “New Jer-
sey will get increased trans-Hudson
rail capacity without fleecing the tax-
payers. New Jersey residents finally
have a Governor who is willing to insist
that taxpayer dollars are spent compe-
tently. This is a wholesale vindication
of the Governor’s decision to end the
ARC project a victory for the most
highly taxed population in the U.S.”
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Thanks to Teens for
‘Wonderful Behavior’
On January 24 and 25, the Westfield

Memorial Library offered mid-term study
halls in the library for Westfield High
School students studying for their exams.
The entire library staff and the Board of
Trustees would like to thank Starbucks in
Westfield for generously donating
decaffeinated coffee for these study halls.
I would also like to commend the won-
derful behavior of all the teens who par-
ticipated; I am sure your diligent study-
ing every night paid off! Thank you to all
for once again making this program so
successful!

Kathy Muhm
Westfield Memorial Library

We Should Not Allow Our Town to
Suffer Because of a Builder’s Greed

Towns Should Buy Shackamaxon
To Save It From Development

Reader’s Letter Had
A lot ‘Me, Me, Me’

In Richard Humphreys’ letter to Sena-
tor Lautenberg and copied in the Febru-
ary 3 Leader he lists 12 reasons why the
Senator doesn’t represent him – all be-
ginning with “You don’t speak for me.”

That’s a lot of “me – me – me.”
Mr. Humphreys may forget that he

lives in a democracy and our senators
represent all their constituents, some of
whom may have needs that he, fortu-
nately, does not.

Ruth Clarkin
Westfield

Thanks to Donors
For Your Support

The Westfield Foundation would like
to thank our community for its near
unprecedented financial support in 2010.
The Foundation, which relies on the
generosity of many for the support of a
wide range of worthwhile charitable or-
ganizations in and surrounding
Westfield, received from a generous
Westfield area community nearly
$37,000 in “unrestricted” donations in
2010, an increase of $10,000 (37 per-
cent) over 2009.

In addition to these unrestricted funds,
the Westfield Foundation both manages
the assets of and administers more than
60 restricted private family foundations
that support a wide variety of local chari-
ties. These private foundations that we
look after also received nearly $83,000
in donations in 2010.

Since 1975, the mission of the
Westfield Foundation has been to pro-
vide either “seed” funding or specific
project funding for local charities in the
areas of support for the arts, health,
aging, historic preservation, social ser-
vices, and civic projects. In 2010, the
Foundation awarded $220,000 to 35
area programs and projects. Since 1975
the Foundation has given away
$4,000,000 to more than 75 charities in
our area.

Thank you for your generosity and for
caring about the betterment of our com-
munity and for those in need.

Anthony J.R. Cook, President
Westfield Foundation

Garwood Resident Praises
DPW Plowing Efforts

Mayor Skibitsky
Lauded for Honesty

I just finished reading Mayor
Skibitsky’s sheer absence of fact in the
January 27 issue of The Westfield Leader.
As Americans ask for more transpar-
ency in government, the mayor of this
community provided that wish in this
article.

Mr. Skibitsky explained in great de-
tail what took place in the placing of the
traffic light on Central Avenue. There is
nothing more pleasing to me than an
honest, forthright politician. They are
few and far between and we should be
proud of a man and mayor who will
stand up to criticism with facts, figures,
and records to prove it. Thank you.

Rich Parry
Westfield

Councilman Arena Thanked for
Having Snow Removed in Westfield

I do not know if I am the first, but I
certainly hope that I am not the last to
recognize the Garwood DPW for repeat-
edly doing a fantastic job clearing the
borough roadways of snow and ice this
winter. After clearing our own sidewalks
and driveways, there hasn’t been a storm
yet where we have not been able to just
back out the driveway and proceed to
drive confidently on borough roads! They
have been clear, wide and free of ice
bumps! I know immediately when I get to
the municipal boundaries!

I have also driven in our surrounding
communities and have seen cars literally
surrounded by snow and simply buried in

place! Residents still park their cars in the
streets and the plows just push the snow
around them. I have seen cars locked in
the same place days afterwards. I also
therefore applaud the governing body
members who enacted the ordinance re-
quiring that all cars be removed from
borough streets.

Between the work ethic and dedication
of our public works employees and all
municipal residents removing their cars,
Garwood’s roadways have been the BEST
this winter. I thank you all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Editor’s Note: The following was sent
to Westfield Councilman Frank Arena
and copied to The Westfield Leader.

On behalf of the entire Christopher
Academy Community, I extend our
thanks for your assistance in having the
snow removed from in front of the school.
This winter has certainly been difficult
for all and has truly tested the resources
and manpower of the town and its em-
ployees.

Our priority is the safety of our stu-
dents and their families who must park
to escort the children into school each

day. The work completed this morning
[February 3] in removing the snow was
done most efficiently. The municipal
crew was great! The job was so big and
they worked carefully even while the
children were arriving for school. The
front of our school looks great and hav-
ing the full width of Hillcrest Avenue is
wonderful! Many thanks again for your
efforts in helping us out. Westfield is a
terrific community.

Elsie Powell
Christopher Academy

Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool.

Dear Mayors Skibitsky and Malool,
I read with much interest the recent

articles in the Westfield Leader about the
possible re-development plans of the
Shackamaxon golf course. My interest is
keenly personal, as I live in the immedi-
ate area of the golf course. The traffic
along Lamberts Mill Road is bad enough
and adding 150 new residences will only
exacerbate the already bad situation.

I’d like to offer one more possibility
for consideration for redevelopment.
Since the property is located so close to
Westfield and only a minute or two drive
from the over burdened Tamaques Park,
I’d like to propose that the towns of
Westfield and Scotch Plains, jointly pur-
chase, develop and operate the property
as a mixed-use park and recreational fa-
cility.

The new property could provide the
following amenities: catering hall/com-
munity center for rent (using the existing
club house); community pool (utilizing

the existing pool on site); nine-hole golf
course, driving range (look at the possible
economic impact as evidenced by the
successfulness of the Hyatt Hills golf
complex and the expansions the county is
undertaking at Galloping Hills); addi-
tional athletic fields (football, soccer, la-
crosse, baseball, softball, baseball); ten-
nis courts; basketball courts; children’s
playground; the ever elusive skate park;
roller hockey rink(s), outdoor skating rink,
fitness running/ walking trails, and dog
run/park.

I know the immediate objection will be
how to fund such an undertaking, but with
creativity and community support where
there is a will, there is a way. This is a very
rare opportunity for both communities to
preserve the charm and character that
makes our towns true gems in a state that
is already over populated and over built.

I’d be happy to volunteer my time to be
part of a feasibility committee.

I look forward to hearing your ideas.

Dan Biglin
Westfield

When will we learn that if we are to
preserve the “historical value” of our
lovely town we must stop letting builders
have their way by tearing down 200-
year-old homes for yet another
McMansion. I believe that every
Westfield Planning Board member that
voted for the destruction of the home at
1049 East Broad Street should resign.
You obviously do not value what is truly
important in maintaining the integrity of
our town.

Week after week we read about the
difficulty residents go through trying to
get approval for a deck or a small exten-
sion on their home. Yet, we grant permis-
sion to Mr. Mahoney, who did nothing to
maintain this historical home, the right to
demolish it. The original agreement on

his part was to move the home and then
restore it. I would have thought that our
planning board members were intelligent
enough to see through Mr. Mahoney’s
ruse. If he left the house unattended for
long enough (as he did), then he could
come back to the board and claim it is
now in a state of disrepair. The state of
disrepair was his doing!

We cannot be, nor should we be, so
shortsighted as to look into the not too
distant future and see that McMansions
are not going to draw people to lovely
“Colonial Westfield.” However, perhaps
more importantly, we should not allow
our town to suffer because of greed.

Linda Attanasio
Westfield

Former Cranford Mayor Labels
Appointment of Attorney ‘Unethical’
Mr. Aschenbach ignored and violated

the fair and open process established by
the township committee in his effort to
dictate the appointment of the township’s
legal counsel last November. Just re-
cently he completed a repeat perfor-
mance in the equally unethical appoint-
ment of Mr. McCarthy to the position on
January 1, 2011. The two-part appoint-
ment was concluded at the January 25,
2011, public meeting with the adoption
of Resolution No. 2011-98 authorizing
the awarding of the contract. The resolu-
tion was opposed by Commissioners
Dugan and Robinson.

McCarthy’s appointment on January
1, 2011, was in direct violation of the
Cranford Township Committee’s by-
laws regarding the “fair and open” pro-
cess and the State of New Jersey’s best
practice for making such appointments.
Failure to follow such state-mandated
best practices has cost municipalities
state aid. The Democrat majority fol-
lowed a process for the appointment of
the township attorney that appears to be
very much like bid-rigging.

How was the process like bid-rig-
ging? Consider the fictitious plumbing
firm, Six Aces Plumbing Co. The firm is
aware of the announcement that the town-
ship is seeking bids; however, the firm
fails to submit a contract proposal to the
township. Bids are opened, and Six Aces
Plumbing Co., becomes aware of the
proposed prices. Full House, Inc., has
submitted a $62,000 cost proposal, which
is the lowest bid received. Six Aces
Plumbing Co. then prepares a proposal
using that information to thereby ensure
that its bid is lower than the others. Six
Aces Plumbing Co., whose bid should
NEVER have been accepted, proposes
$60,000 for the contract and is then

awarded the contract.
The official closing date for submit-

ting proposals for township attorney was
early December. Mr. McCarthy missed
the deadline by weeks. His initial pro-
posal, remember that it was late by weeks,
lacked required information, such as the
proposed cost for his services. So the
applicant, McCarthy, late by weeks and
failing to provide specific contract fig-
ures, is appointed on January 1, 2011.
The actual contract award was made in
late January due to the lack of a contract
figure. According to Commissioner
David Robinson, “At the time when we
were to award the contract (on Jan. 1),
his paperwork to be considered hadn’t
been properly filed. They had to be filed
10 days in advance of the meeting. We
heard they were filed on Jan. 4.”

The audacity of the Democrat major-
ity regarding this appointment is com-
pounded by the statement of Mr.
Campbell that, “I think it’s very impor-
tant to note that Mr. McCarthy has taken
on this position at a lesser cost or a lesser
contractual amount than what was the
case last year.” His comments are like
those of a township administrator argu-
ing that the lower plumbing bid saved
money. In the long run, taxpayers will
ultimately bear the cost of this way of
doing business. And do not be misled by
the $100,000 cap agreed to in the resolu-
tion; it can easily be amended by subse-
quent resolution(s) granting authority to
exceed the prior cap. The appointment
was a travesty from start to finish.

Mark C. Smith Cranford
Editor’s Note: Mr. Smith is a former

Cranford Township Commissioner and
served as mayor in 2010.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Are Our Elected Leaders Moving
Away From Transparency?

Our elected leaders always tell us that they strive
for transparency in government. But could it be that
government is moving in just the opposite direction?

Many local residents enjoy watching TV program-
ming via local cables stations — town meetings,
interviews with mayors or high school graduations.
Local access channels like TV 35 or 36 are the only
broadcast media source to view these types of pro-
grams. But a bill in Trenton may eliminate that
option.

According to the New Jersey League of Munici-
palities, if passed, the Market Competition and Con-
sumer Choice Act would eliminate the requirement
that cable companies provide municipalities with
“access to public, educational and government (PEG)
channels; eliminate the requirement that cable com-
panies provide basic service and Internet to munici-
pal buildings and schools at no charge.”

We think that’s wrong.
One service that newspapers have provided for the

public for years is publishing legal notices — for
actions taken by town councils, planning and zoning
boards and even sheriff sales of properties. Placing
these notices in newspapers gives the public easy
and universal access to the information. According
to the New Jersey Press Association, our state law-
makers, however, are looking to remove this infor-
mation from newspapers and place them on govern-
ment-controlled websites. Will these notices be
placed in the same location on websites or will each
town decide where they want them to appear? Many
municipal websites remain weak on content, are
minimally maintained and often lack current infor-
mation. Publishing legal notices in a timely and
efficient manner may present a significant challenge
to under-staffed municipalities – posing the poten-
tial of added costs to the taxpayer.

We’re concerned about journalism, too, as the
direction of government has been moving further
into misinformation, misdirection and self-promo-
tion – We’re connected to you. Can government
copyright public-owned intellectual property for use
only in government publications?

We, however, do applaud Union County govern-
ment for restoring its files published on its website to
a form available to the public compatible with search
engines such as Google. Information from the county
such as meeting minutes and agendas can again be
searched over the Internet in PDF format.

In this age of new media/social media, such as
Twitter and Facebook, it is critical that we do not
reduce citizens’ access to public documents, accept
warped publications, or jeopardize the validity of
archives. There is a need for all forms of media –
print, Internet, radio and television. Each has their
unique values.

Newspapers publish legal notices according to the
rate fixed by government regulation in 1983 — and
that rate has not changed since. So, this is not a
government subsidy to the newspaper industry, as
stated by some elected officials. What industry today
can do business based on prices fixed since 1983?
So, by price-fixing, is this government’s way to force
independent publications and news services out of
the way such that they can assimilate the functions
into government-controlled entities?

We believe towns and governments will incur
greater costs with the proposed Internet plan for
publishing legal notices as their staffs are over-
loaded. The major cost involved is people, not print-
ing. Are we adding to the pension black hole too?

Publishing legal notices on the Internet is not a
new thought. We have been publishing the legal
notices online for more than a dozen years as well as
in print – and for no added price. The major cost
involved is people, not medium.

Governments spend tens of thousands of dollars
on websites – how much higher will this go? Govern-
ment publications, whether in print or on the Internet,
fall prey to becoming propaganda. Transparency?
Are government consultants and contractors to be
independent-minded, or will they schmooze to au-
thorities to keep their contracts? Is this where we are
headed?

Our staff  catch many errors in legal notices sent to
us before they are published. Will this safety net be
lost – or transferred to new hires in local govern-
ment?

Perhaps of largest concern: Independent newspa-
pers, libraries and TV check on government to try to
keep them in balance. Along with that, archiving is
an essential function not being considered. There is
no better archive — effective and trusted — at the
moment than print. Send out 10,000 copies of print
then try to change the archive. With computers and
the Internet, the archives can be altered in an instant
(and many cases they are).

How many times do hard drives seem to fail at the
moment of a subpoena?

Feedback
From Anonymous: The sale of the Shackomaxon

Golf and country club was a front page story, but
your search could not identify it. I need help, but you
really need some.

Editor’s Note: We performed the search on our
website as per the request above. The results were:
“41 matches have been returned to your search on
Shackomaxon.”

Then we spelled it correctly and the results were:
“899 matches have been returned to your search on
Shackamaxon.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cicerone – A guide or person who

shows sight-seers the features of a place
2. Daleth – The fourth letter of the

Hebrew alphabet
3. Ischemia – A suppression of the

flow of blood in an organ or tissue
4. Shent – Put to shame

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MICROPTEROUS
1. Having razorlike teeth
2. Short-winged or short-finned
3. Short-haired
4. Having short or small jaws

DAGOBA
1. Buddhist monumental structure con-

taining the relics of Buddha
2. A dugout canoe
3. A heavy barge used for freight
4. The head of a household in India

SUPERALIMENTATION
1. The ability to redigest food, as with

cows
2. Very high metabolism
3. Overactive bladder
4. Excess eating

ATHEROMA
1. Wetland; bogs
2. An encysted tumor, containing

cheesy matter
3. In botany, a sickle-shaped cyme
4. Discharge of mucous from any bodily

opening
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JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

 WESKCM Builders  
 

   New Homes- Additions- Renovations 
 

Design-Build / In-house Architectural Services 
                                                                                                       

  Commercial—Construction Management 
                                                                                               

Contact Bill Lyons at 908-542-1500  
 blyons@weskcm.com 

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

GUTTER CLEANING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275

Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

PT

REPAIR SPECIALIST
SHEETROCK TO PAINTING

LIC# 13VH06010100

HANDYMAN SERVICES

CALL PHIL SCALI
732-609-0786

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Factory Showroom of NJ

Factory Showroom of NJ

Office: (908) 232-3500

Direct:   (908) 787-7370

Factory Showroom of NJ

305 South Avenue West

Westfield

Custom Cabinetry for the

Kitchen-Bath-Home

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

 email PDF Ad to

sales@goleader.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Big Ticket Items at Golf Courses
Put County Operations In Red

Why Is County Assistant Counsel
Allowed to Be Cranford Prosecutor?

New Health Care Law Puts Gov.
Between You and Your Insurance Co.

Letters to the Editor

Union County director of parks and
recreation, Al Faella, may “stand behind”
his profit/loss numbers on county golf
courses for 2010, but the question is:
which numbers? A few days after I criti-
cized a spreadsheet that showed the county
reporting a $140,000 profit from golf
operations as using dodgy figures. Peter
Scull, a Clark resident, received a revised
accounting which kept the $140,000
profit, but changed the fringe benefit es-
timate, added $60,000 in revenue, and
provided more detail on expenses.

However the big-ticket items for legal
bills to DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, contractual
payments due KemperSports, and any
recognition of the millions of dollars of
capital improvements were still excluded.
Otherwise the loss from county golf op-
erations in 2010 would be shown to sur-
pass $1 million. Equally outlandish was
the claim by Kathy Villaggio, who handles
finances and long-term capital projects
for the department, that Oak Ridge using

city water instead of well water is why a
$600,000 utility line item in 2008 was
justified. If that were the case then you
would imagine Clark residents were daily
facing choices between either sending
their kid to college or taking a bath. And
what will the utilities cost be when a
building housing two ice rinks uses that
same water?

The numbers in 2008 showing Oak
Ridge losing $450,000 were bogus and
put forth solely to justify the closing of
the golf course so that the multi-million
dollar MusicFest could have a proper
home. The numbers in 2010 are likewise
spurious and designed to present the hir-
ing of KemperSports to manage the
courses and subsequent expansion
projects at Galloping Hill as something
other than the unmitigated disasters they
would clearly be exposed as absent the
magic of creative accounting.

John Bury
Kenilworth

I attended the January 11, 2011
Cranford Township Committee meeting
where various appointments were made
including the appointment of a new pros-
ecutor. The new Democratic-controlled
township committee chose to appoint the

Cranford Democratic chairman, attorney
Norman Albert, to the position of pros-
ecutor. I realize that these positions have
historically been awarded as political
patronage, and I didn’t question the eth-
ics of that at the meeting.

My concern for this appointment was
that Norman Albert is a full-time county
employee. He is the first assistant Union
County counsel and is required to work 9-
5 as he is compensated on a full-time
basis with an annual salary of $113,300
and he is eligible for county health ben-
efits and a public pension. The laws of
Union County state that every county
officer and employee whose compensa-
tion is established on a full-time basis
shall devote his entire time during busi-
ness hours to the duty of the office.

If you watched that Cranford meeting,
the questions I raised weren’t answered
by the committee as this was at its root a
county issue, therefore I brought it up at
the next county freeholder meeting and I
was told by county counsel that by county
statute attorneys in the county counsel’s
office are permitted to engage in the
private practice of law.

Norman Albert is a partner in the firm
of Albert, Di Rado and Kojak located in
Cranford. His partner Mathew Di Rado is
also a full-time Union County employee.
At the time the firm was established Di
Rado was an assistant county counsel. In
2010 he was made the county personnel
director and was given a $12,000 raise;
his current salary is $94,470. At this
writing it’s unclear how this county stat-
ute, which allows full-time employees
working as attorneys in the county
counsel’s office, applies to Di Rado’s
situation.

The reason I’ve written this letter is to
follow-up on the questions I raised at the
January 11, 2011 Cranford Township
Committee meeting. According to Union
County government, Norman Albert is
within his legal right to maintain a full-
time county job, be a partner in the law
firm of Albert, Di Rado and Kojak, and
serve as prosecutor for the Township of
Cranford.

Tina Renna
Cranford

There are those who think that the
health care law that was passed last year
should be revoked. The two reasons I
have heard are that 1, the law forces
people to buy health insurance and 2, that
the law puts the government between you
and your doctor. Let’s look at these is-
sues.

In recent years, many hospitals have
been closed in New Jersey because they
were not economically viable. One of the
economic pressures on these hospitals
was the free care they were mandated to
provide to the uninsured. Many of these
uninsured people use the hospital’s emer-
gency room as their sole source of medi-
cal treatment. The present health care law
requires those who have been getting
health care in this manner to pick up part
of the tab. This does not seem so draco-
nian as many would like to represent.

Today your insurance company is be-
tween you and your doctor. They dictate
what medicine you take and what medi-

cal procedures you are provided. The
new health care law puts the government
between you and your insurance com-
pany and not between you and your doc-
tor. The law requires that your insurance
company does not reject you for preexist-
ing conditions and allows your children
to be covered on your policy until they are
26. Again, these are good things, not bad.

It is unfortunate that some people look
at these issues as political opportunities
and not as serious issues of public policy.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Town Showed Admirable Support
For Veterans at Armory Event

Westfield Resident Comments on the
December Blizzard, Snow Removal

Dear Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky and Town Administrator Jim
Gildea,

I grant that the blizzard that we just
experienced was powerful as all blizzards
are. It posed a serious challenge to the
ability of any municipal government to
make conditions safe for its residents.

Witness New York City. Nevertheless,
I do not believe, with all due respect, that
the Town of Westfield met the standards
for snow and ice removal to which its
residents, paying exceptionally high taxes,
are entitled.

Yesterday, I slipped on the slush on a
downtown road and fortunately was not
hurt. Many sidewalks were covered with
snow or ice. There was insufficient ac-
cess for pedestrians through the mounds
of snow. The downtown roads remained
a mess. The parking lot behind Barron’s
had yet to be cleared. Nor was there a
police officer in sight to direct traffic.

Yet, the parking lot of Lord and Taylor
had been cleared even before the store
opened yesterday. People could park there
and shop there. How sorry I am for the

business owners and workers in down-
town Westfield who saw their sales go
down because the Town of Westfield did
not make conditions safe for shoppers to
visit their stores! And at this most impor-
tant time of year for store sales!

More is demanded of you to make sure
that next time the Town of Westfield is
prepared for a blizzard or a plain old
major snowstorm. Former New York City
Mayor John Lindsay suffered irrevers-
ible political damage because he did not
do a good job cleaning up the snow in
Queens after a major storm in February
10,1960 dumped 15 inches of snow on
the Big Apple.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg is likewise
being criticized for poor snow clean-up.
The inadequate snow and ice removal is
all the more reason for the consolidation
of municipal governments in New Jersey
so that more money is available because
of less duplication to provide for the
safety and welfare of residents.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I’d like to express my personal appre-
ciation, in an open letter to the Town of
Westfield, my sincere gratitude for their
support for the Casino
Night event at the National
Guard Armory back in No-
vember. The dust has
settled and the efforts or-
ganizing and closing the
event are complete. Folks
have long since gone home,
but now that we’ve closed
final chapters there is time
to reflect a little on just
what this event means to
your Cavalrymen and their
families.

At the time, I was the
supervisor at the Armory;
I worked as the MC as well and was
vested in the preparation and conduct of
the event. Therefore, I had a special van-
tage point from which to observe the
citizens of Westfield and surrounding
vicinity. I am still moved by what I saw
and wanted to share it with you since the
tales of good deeds, service before self
and true spirit of volunteerism need to be
told. At the Armory we were reeling from
the donations of food and prizes. Busi-
nesses across the area quietly stepped
forward and donated time and products

for the event. Without fanfare or thought
of recognition, no one turned down an
opportunity to take part in making the

event a success. It was truly
humbling.

I wanted also to point
out that individuals across
town, even across the
county and state, but most
notably Westfield, made
Casino Night a personal
priority. Weeks before they
toiled, the night before, the
day and night of and even
day after, they were work-
ing. They showed up and
said, “What can I do.” They
ran the kitchen, served din-
ner, organized prizes,

decorated, took out the trash and cleaned
the Armory.

You should all be proud of your peers.
Both individuals and organizations moved
us with their dedication, their willingness
to just jump in and do anything and every-
thing. These are just words on a page,
however, behind them are my true admi-
ration for and fellowship with the Town
of Westfield, its residents, businesses and
elected officials.

Major Bill Morris
Burlington, N.J.

South Ave. Lot
Is Cleared of Snow

Amazingly, the South Avenue train lot
had been cleared when I parked there this
afternoon and is now in good shape.

Martha Zervas
Westfield

Major Bill Morris

McCready Decides Not to Seek
Reelection to Westfield BOE

I will not be running for re-election for
a 2011-2014 term seat on the Westfield
Board of Education due to personal and
professional commitments. I have valued
and enjoyed working with my fellow
board members and the district’s admin-
istration and staff on a variety of projects,
issues and policies over the past six years.

I am proud of what we’ve accom-
plished together, but I also know there are
many challenges ahead in these difficult
fiscal times. I wish them all the best. I
encourage those interested to seriously
consider running for the seat I am vacat-
ing. We need dedicated and creative
people to serve on Westfield’s Board of
Education who can continue our tradition
of a great education while operating un-
der increasingly difficult financial con-

straints.
I’ve always believed in the phrase “A

mind is a terrible thing to waste,” and
without finding out a way to maintain the
district’s services, I fear there will be
many children’s minds that will not be
developed to their potential.

Please consider serving and run for a
seat on Westfield’s Board of Education.

Gary McCready
Member, Westfield BOE

Redistricting, Taxation:
No Representation?

Since I recently arrived in New Jersey
for an extended visit. I’ve been hearing
about redistricting on many of the TV
channels. The whole concept of redis-
tricting smacks with “taxation without
representation is tyranny.”

How can one vote for someone and end
up with someone else? Does this bother
anyone? Districts should not be changed
for political reasons. It almost seems child-
ish, in a time when the country is on the
verge of economic collapse, for both par-
ties to be worrying about getting some
questionable advantage.

Joseph DuPont
Towanda, Pa.

State Senate Acts on
Prisoner Benefits

TRENTON - The Senate Labor Com-
mittee on Monday passed a bill thatt, if it
becomes law, would prohibit payment of
temporary disability benefits to incarcer-
ated individuals.

Senator Christopher Bateman (R-
Somerset), said, “You are already being
fed, clothed and sheltered at the taxpay-
ers’ expense. The limited money in dis-
ability funds should be reserved for hard
working, law abiding citizens who need
that money to survive.”

Governor Vetoes LNG
Offshore Project

TRENTON – Governor Chris Christie
has vetoed a proposed deepwater lique-
fied natural gas operation 16 miles off the
coast of Asbury Park. The action pre-
vents Liberty Natural Gas from construct-
ing and operating its proposed offshore
port to receive foreign vessels transport-
ing liquid natural gas (LNG) to the U.S.
for regassification.

Governor Christie said, “Offshore LNG
poses unacceptable risks to the state’s
residents, natural resources, economy and
security. We must ensure that our 126
miles of shoreline remain an economic
driver for tourism and that our fishing and
shellfish industries remain healthy and
productive now and for future genera-
tions.”

The project also would entail construc-
tion of a 9.2-mile onshore pipeline from
Linden to Perth Amboy and 44 miles of
submerged pipeline to transport up to 2.4
billion cubic feet per day of natural gas
from the deepwater port to shore.

DOE to Revamp
School Reporting

TRENTON — The New Jersey De-
partment of Education on Tuesday re-
leased the 2010 School Report Cards for
public and charter schools in the state.
The report card is available at
education.state.nj.us/rc/.

The department announced that it will
provide new, more accurate data by next
year and any changes in the way calcula-
tion are made will be thoroughly ex-
plored before implemented.

Update your Info

goleader.com/
organizations
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– Obituaries –
Muriel Cook, 79, Reading Specialist;
Was Active In Presbyterian Church

Muriel McDonald Cook, 79, of
Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2011, at her residence.

Mrs. Cook was an elementary
school reading specialist with the New
York City Public School system. She
last worked with children at P.S. 123
in Queens before retiring in 2002.

She was a graduate of Columbia
University and held two master’s de-
grees from Adelphi University and
SUNY New Paltz.

Formerly of Freeport, N.Y., Mrs.
Cook was a 38-year member of the
First Presbyterian Church of Freeport.
She served as the clerk of the church
Session from 1987 until 1999. She
also was a deacon and an elder, as
well as serving as a youth advisor and
Sunday school teacher. Additionally,
she was a past member of the Church
Women United and of the Presbytery
of Long Island.

Mrs. Cook was a past president of
the Music Parents Association of
Freeport, and was active with Family
Service of Freeport.

She was the beloved wife of the
late Donald Richard Cook.

Surviving are two sons, William
Henry Cook and his wife, Carole, of
Westfield, N.J. and Robert Edward
Cook and his wife, Jill, of Manhattan,
N.Y.; four grandchildren, Davidson
Trisler, William D. “Billy” Cook, Ste-
fanie Cook and Katharine Cook; her
sisters-in-law, Hilda McDonald and
Carol Kissane and her husband, John,
and her cousin, Edna Szeliga.

A Service of Remembrance was
held on Friday, February 4, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Pri-
vate interment took place in the Ever-
green Cemetery in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial contributions in her
memory may be made to The First
Presbyterian Church of Freeport,
N.Y., The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield or to Reading is Funda-
mental.

February 10, 2011

POLICE BLOTTER

CONTACT to Commence
Volunteer Training Class

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, a crisis intervention and sui-
cide prevention hotline based in
Westfield, will begin its new training
class for prospective hotline volun-
teers on Wednesday, March 2.

An orientation and screening ses-
sion will take place on Wednesday,
February 16, beginning at 7 p.m. in
the lounge at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Prospective volunteers ready to
commit to a minimum of 100 hours
service on the hotline will be asked to
pay a $50 fee for training materials.
Anyone interested in receiving train-
ing that may be used for their profes-
sional development can pay a $300
tuition fee and receive a certificate at
the end of the training in May.

Among those who have found new
career opportunities through their ex-
perience as a CONTACT We Care
volunteer is Allison Wise. She became
involved with the organization after
meeting CONTACT listener Debra
Clark during a bicycling tour through
France in the summer of 2009.

Ms. Wise recently had given up a
lucrative, yet unfulfilling, job in fi-
nance and challenged herself to find
a career that would make an impact.
Fairly certain she was headed into
social work, she had applied to the
graduate social work program at
Fordham University.

Ms. Clark suggested to her that
signing on with CONTACT would
both give her an opportunity to make
a difference in people’s lives and
complement any work she might do
toward a degree in social work. Upon
returning from France, Ms. Wise
signed up for the fall training class.

As part of her graduate program last

year, Ms. Wise was doing an intern-
ship at a social service agency dedi-
cated to providing services for the
homeless. The director, her supervi-
sor, was interviewing licensed clinical
social workers for a case management
supervisor position. After several
weeks of interviewing, the director
decided Ms. Wise was actually the
best candidate for the job, based on
extensive discussions with her regard-
ing the agency, its mission, its services
and its specific clients – clients the
director knew were increasingly rely-
ing on, relating to and requesting to
work directly with Ms. Wise.

More than any other candidate,
Ms. Wise had demonstrated she had
the right touch with the clients and
the ability to carry out the agency’s
work. She will not get the title until
she gets her degree, but she already
has gotten the job.

Her ability to listen to people was a
skill she had honed during CONTACT’s
12-week basic training class, and then
through service on its crisis hotline. “It
was my CONTACT training in active
listening that got me my new job,” said
Ms. Wise. “CONTACT taught me how
to listen to clients and to make them
feel heard and respected.”

For more information on the CON-
TACT training program and orienta-
tion, call Training Director Susan
Fasano at (908) 301-1899 or e-mail
sue.fasano@contactwecare.org.

Alec Lehmann, 63
Alec Lehmann, 63, of Berkeley

Heights, N.J., formerly of Fanwood,
N.J., died on Sunday, January 30, 2011.

Mr. Lehmann was born in Lake-
wood, N.J., but lived in Fanwood for
most of his life.

He earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from Rutgers University and
was employed by AT&T as an ac-
count manager for more than 20 years.

Alec is survived by his two broth-
ers, Rowland and Chuck Lehmann,
and his sister, Pam Booth.
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Nancy Skorge, 79, Active In Church;
Elementary Teacher For 25 Years

Nancy Harkrader Skorge, 79, of
Toms River passed away on Satur-
day, January 29, 2011, at Ocean
Medical Center in Brick.

Nancy was a third- and fourth-
grade elementary teacher with the
Toms River School System for 25
years, retiring in 1991.

She was a former longtime mem-
ber of the St. Andrew United Meth-
odist Church, where she was involved
with the Super Seniors Group. She
currently was an active member of
the First United Methodist Church
of Toms River.

Nancy loved quilting, knitting, sew-
ing and crafting and was an avid
reader. Born and raised in Westfield,
she moved to Toms River in 1966.

She was predeceased by her be-
loved husband, Edwin T. Skorge, in
1990.

Surviving are her children, Ralph
Skorge and his wife, Laurie, and
Judith Skorge; two sisters, Alice
Johnson and Grace Hathaway, and
two loving grandchildren, Leanne
and Bryan.

There will be a memorial to cel-
ebrate the life of Nancy Skorge on
Saturday, February 19, at 11 a.m. at
the First United Methodist Church
of Toms River on Chestnut Street
and Old Freehold Road. A reception
will follow.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Nancy’s name can be made to the
ASPCA (www.aspca.org) or the First
United Methodist Church of Toms
River.

The Kedz Funeral Home of Toms
River is in charge of the arrange-
ments.
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Allen J. Coleman, Wartime Photographer;
CBS Writer Who Worked With Cronkite

Allen J. Coleman of Edison passed
on Saturday, January 29, 2011.

Born in Kutztown, Pa., Mr.
Coleman was a dedicated member
of the First Church of Christ, Scien-
tist in Westfield for many years.

From 1951 until 1985, Mr.

Coleman was a writer for CBS News,
working directly with Walter
Cronkite.

A veteran of the U.S. Army during
World War II, he had been a photog-
rapher based on bombers flying mis-
sions over Europe. During the Battle
of the Bulge, he also saw action on
the front lines in combat.

Following the war, Mr. Coleman
worked for the former New York Her-
ald Tribune from 1946 until 1951.

Mr. Coleman was preceded in death
by his wife, Florence, and is survived
by two brothers, Leonard of Florida
and Norman of California; a niece,
Stephanie Grant, and five nephews,
Steven Grant and Robert, Richard,
Brian and Mark Coleman.

Private services were held under
the direction of Gray Funeral Direc-
tors of Westfield.
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Irene Zuchowski, 87
Irene Zuchowski, 87, of Fanwood

died on Saturday, February 5, 2011,
at Westfield Center Genesis
ElderCare in Westfield.

Born and raised in Newark, she
resided in Fanwood since 1953.

Mrs. Zuchowski was employed as
an administrative assistant with
Reinville Co. in Scotch Plains be-
fore retiring.

Surviving are her husband of 66
years, Leonard; two daughters, Carol
Lynne Simon (and her husband, An-
drew) and Jeanne DiNicola (and her
husband, Robert); three grandchildren,
Eric Daniel Simon (and his wife,
Amanda), Matthew DiNicola (and his
wife, Sarah) and Leslie DiNicola, and
one great-granddaughter, Zara.

A prayer service was held on Mon-
day, February 7, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Cremation was private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, 218 Forest Road, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023. For additional informa-
tion or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Dominick R. Merrill, 86
Dominick R. Merrill, 86, of Scotch

Plains, beloved husband of Elizabeth
(née Koehnlein), passed away on
Saturday, February 5, 2011, at
Ashbrook Nursing Home in Scotch
Plains.

Born in Plainfield, he was a long-
time resident of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Merrill worked for the A&P
Tea Company for 46 years, retiring in
1990.

Surviving are his wife; his sons,
Paul and his wife, Sandra, and Bruce
and his wife, Jean Anne, and his
grandchildren, Christopher, Krista,
Darcy, Kimberly and Robyn.

His brother, Anthony Merrill, and
his sisters, Elizabeth Morella,
Philomena Tettamanti, Carmella
Merrill, Mary Piano and Jennie Keve,
predeceased him.

A service was held on Tuesday,
February 8, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Interment followed at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory to the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad would be appreciated.
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Senior Club to Hold
Valentine Luncheon

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Senior
Citizen Club of Mountainside will
host its annual Valentine’s Day lun-
cheon at 12:15 p.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 14. It will take place at the
Spanish Tavern restaurant, located at
1239 Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

The luncheon menu will consist of
a choice of chicken, fish, beef or
paella; soup of the day; coffee, tea,
soda, wine and sangria. A choice of
three desserts also will be included.

The cost is $26 for members and
$30 for non-members. Checks should
be made payable to the Senior Citi-
zen Club of Mountainside and mailed
to Eve Vitale, 286 Ravenswood,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092. For more
information, call Eve Vitale at (908)
789-8568. All are welcome.

Westfield
Tuesday, February 1, Eric A.

Tunis, 57, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters
on an outstanding Fairfield Town-
ship traffic warrant in the amount
of $240. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 1, Jeffrey
Teal, 31, of Piscataway was ar-
rested at the Milltown Borough
Police Department on an outstand-
ing Westfield warrant in the amount
of $1,000. A further investigation
revealed that Teal was wanted on
warrants from Clark, for $541;
Newark, for $700, and Edison, for
$300. Teal was unable to post bail
and turned over to the Union
County jail.

Tuesday, February 1, Jeremy
Smart, 30, of Easton, Pa. was ar-
rested on a Pohatcong warrant in
the amount of $500 pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at North Av-
enue and Tuttle Parkway. He was
processed and released on his own
recognizance with a new court date.

Wednesday, February 2, a resi-
dent of the 900 block of Harding
Street reported being the victim of
attempted fraud. According to the
victim, an unknown individual had
called her and told her she had won
$500,000 and a Mercedes Benz.
The suspect then instructed the vic-
tim to send $1,591 to cover ship-
ping and handling costs to an ad-
dress in Las Vegas, Nev.

Thursday, February 3, Samantha
D. Marino, 40, of Scotch Plains
was arrested at East Broad Street
and Harrison Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). She was released on her
own recognizance to a sober adult.

Friday, February 4, Joao
Rodrigues, 23, of Newark was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Davis Court. The
warrants were from Cranford, for
$689; Newark, for $201; Harrison,
for $89, and Union, for $250.
Rodrigues posted bail on all war-
rants and was released.

Friday, February 4, Jared Davis,
29, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested
and charged with two counts of
shoplifting and possession of bur-
glary tools. According to police,
Davis allegedly shoplifted from
clothing stores on Central Avenue
and East Broad Street. Authorities
also discovered there was a war-
rant for his arrest from Jersey City
in the amount of $53. Bail was set
at $10,000. Davis was unable to
post bail and was turned over to
the Union County jail.

Saturday, February 5, a business
on the 100 block of West North
Avenue reported the theft of a Droid
telephone. According to police,
there currently are no suspects and
the incident remains under investi-
gation.

Saturday, February 5, Kabir A.
Nunnally, 41, of Newark was ar-
rested and charged with shoplift-
ing from a business located on the
200 block of Elm Street. During
the course of the investigation,
Nunnally was found to be in pos-
session of suspected cocaine, ac-
cording to police. He also was
wanted on criminal warrants from
Union, with total bail of $1,744.50;
Garwood, for $1,000; South Or-
ange, for $740, and Irvington, for
$809. Nunnally was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held pending the set-
ting of bail on the narcotics pos-
session charge.

Sunday, February 6, Joseph J.
Madden, 47, of Garwood was ar-
rested during a traffic stop in the
area of East Broad Street and
Wychview Drive and charged with
DWI. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released to a sober adult.

Sunday, February 6, Ennis T. Wil-
liams, II, 20, of Montclair was ar-
rested during a traffic stop on the
100 block of Madison Avenue and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana.
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased with a summons.

Sunday, February 6, Matthew O.
Welty, 25, of Westfield and
Stephanie Ashley, 21, of Newton
were arrested during a traffic stop
in the area of Central and Hardwick
Avenues and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia. They were
transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased with summonses.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 31, a business

owner on Route 22 reported that
two suspects came into her store
and tried to make a purchase with
a counterfeit $100 bill. When she
asked them about it, they ran out of
the store.

Thursday, February 3, a resident
of Old Farm Road reported that
she received a phone call from a
suspect who stated that he repre-
sented a company and that she
needed to pay a back fine or she
would be arrested. According to
police, she wired approximately
$3,000 to the suspect.

Thursday, February 3, a resident
of Spruce Mill Lane reported be-
ing a victim of harassment after a

neighbor, who she stated she has
had a problem with, left a note on
her windshield.

Saturday, February 5, Jamilah
Elam, 19, of Irvington was arrested
and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22. According
to police, while speaking with her,
the officer observed the suspected
marijuana. Elam was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Saturday, February 5, Aaron
McConnaughey, 31, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with pos-
session of suspected marijuana af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Front
Street. According to police, while
the officer was speaking with
McConnaughey, he observed the
suspected marijuana.
McConnaughey was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Sunday, February 6, Rui
Loureiro, 27, of Hillside was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22, at
which time the officer smelled the
odor of alcohol. According to po-
lice, Loureiro failed multiple field
sobriety tests given at the scene.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Sunday, February 6, Alfred
Stembridge, 55, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road, at which time the officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. Ac-
cording to police, Stembridge
failed multiple field sobriety tests
given at the scene. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, February 6, the man-
ager of a Park Avenue bank re-
ported a robbery after a suspect
came into the bank and handed a
note to the teller demanding money.
According to police, the male sus-
pect was given an undetermined
amount of money and he fled the
bank on foot.

Mountainside
Wednesday, February 2, a resi-

dent of Robin Hood Road reported
that a large tree branch fell on her
motor vehicle, causing damage to
the trunk area.

Sunday, February 6, Ronald L.
Hatcher, 26, of North Plainfield
was arrested and charged with DWI
and failure to submit to a breath
test after an officer responded to a
disabled vehicle in a snow bank on
Route 22. According to police,
Hatcher told authorities he had
swerved to avoid hitting another
vehicle when he struck the snow
bank. The officer detected a strong
odor of alcohol coming from
Hatcher’s breath and asked him to
perform multiple field sobriety
tests at the scene, which he failed,
police said. After being transported
to police headquarters, Hatcher was
administered several Alcotests,
during which the suspect was
thought to be trying to thwart the
results because he was not able to
adequately fill the tube with breath,
and it was treated as a refusal,
authorities reported.

Fanwood
Monday, January 31, Ras Loyd,

18, of East Orange and Tiffany
Brown, 21, of Plainfield were ar-
rested and charged with burglary
after an investigation linked them
to numerous burglaries in
Fanwood. They were processed and
turned over to the Middlesex
County jail in lieu of $50,000 bail
each.

Thursday, February 3, Tracy
Best, 41, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant
after a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and McCrea Place. She was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Thursday, February 3, Edgar
Gonzalez, 27, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Piscataway after a motor
vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 5, James
Gabriel, 47, of Fanwood was arrested
on the 200 block of Midway Avenue
after a field investigation for a Union
County Superior Court warrant. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, February 5, Kiera
Graves, 18, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with shoplift-
ing at a business on the 100 block
of South Avenue. According to
police, Graves allegedly attempted
to leave the store with a shopping
cart containing approximately
$100 worth of merchandise. Au-
thorities said store employees de-
tained Graves until police arrived,
at which time she was placed un-
der arrest. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released pending a court date.

Sunday, February 6, Harry
Decosey, Jr., 31, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Irvington
warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on LaGrande Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting
bail.

Author Diane Meier to Give
Talk at Library Next Week

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present au-
thor Diane Meier on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 16, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Ms. Meier is a marketing guru and
author of “The Season of Second
Chances” and “The New American
Wedding.” She also is the president of
MEIER, a New York City-based mar-
keting firm, the clients of which have
helped define luxury marketing for
such powerhouses as Neiman Marcus,
DeBeers, Maximilian Furs, Kohler,
Elizabeth Arden and Pierre Balmain.

According to her blog, growing up,
she and her family spent weekends and

summers in Morris County, during the
era of the Drapers, the family of the
popular television show “Mad Men.”

Throughout her career, Ms. Meier
has honed her skills in the areas of
strategic thinking, writing and de-
sign, and public speaking. Married to
bestselling author and BBC broad-
caster Frank Delaney, she has had
much to observe about writing and
speaking – from a front row seat.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on Online Calendar, or call the library
at (908) 789-4090 and press 0.

Library Friends Request
Donations For Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
continues to seek donations for its
upcoming book sale. The organiza-
tion is seeking clean, salable books
with no torn or marked pages. Both
hardcover books and paperbacks will
be accepted, as well as books on CD,
music CDs and DVDs. Donations
will be accepted until Sunday, Feb-
ruary 27, anytime the library is open,
and are tax-deductible.

Volunteers will be available to
help carry in donations on the fol-
lowing days this month: February
13, 19, 24 and 27. The Friends re-
quest that donations do not include
older or time-sensitive materials
such as videotapes, records, maga-
zines and textbooks.

The book sale will begin on
Wednesday, March 16, with a Friends-
only member preview, and will con-
tinue Thursday through Saturday,
March 17 to 19. Additionally, a
children’s book sale will be held Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 12 and 13.

To join the Friends, or find out more
information, visit scotlib.org for the
Friends page or contact president Joe
Quarto at joequarto@gmail.com. The
Friends are a non-profit organization

devoted to supporting the program-
ming and development of the library.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

www.goleader.com

Clarification
In the obituary for former Westfield

Police Chief Anthony Scutti that ap-
peared in last week’s edition, the first
name of Chief Scutti’s wife should
have been spelled Shaaron. We regret
the error.
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FCC Honors Alia Ansari
With Marc Hardy Award

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield has
named Alia Ansari, a senior at
Cranford High School, as the winner
of this year’s Marc Wesley Hardy
Human Rights Award. The award is
given annually to a young
person who has distin-
guished himself or her-
self in the area of human
rights.

As a Pakistani-Ameri-
can who faced hostility
following 9/11, Alia has
made it a personal mis-
sion to learn about other
cultures and help her class-
mates appreciate and re-
spect diversity. For the
past two years, she has been president
of Cranford High School’s “Share the
Dream” club, which fosters aid to
those in need and understanding of
diverse cultures.

In her role as club president, Alia
spearheaded fundraising for the vic-
tims of Haiti’s earthquake and started
a pen collection for students in
Kenya. As part of a school-wide
multicultural event, she plans to co-

ordinate a trip to Six Flags to expose
the students to different countries
and cultures.

In addition to her academic and
extracurricular activities, Alia volun-
teers as an EMT. In a short time she

has become a cadet cap-
tain, helping to train
younger members. Her
interest in diversity ex-
tends to her choice of elec-
tives, which include
Spanish, Japanese,
woodshop and journal-
ism, as well as cosmetol-
ogy through the Union
County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools.

Alia received her
award, consisting of a check and cer-
tificate, during a recent service at the
First Congregational Church. This
human rights award was created in
memory of Marc Hardy, a member of
First Congregational who lost his life
in a car accident in his senior year at
Westfield High School in 1990. The
Class of 1990 honored Marc at its 20-
year reunion with a contribution to
the award fund.

Alia Ansari

Genealogical Society
Lists Meeting Topics
WESTFIELD – The Genealogi-

cal Society of the West Fields will
feature Nancy Humphrey today,
Thursday, February 10, at 1 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street. Mrs.
Humphrey will present a geographi-
cal patchwork of her family.

The Genealogical Society’s annual
trip to Ellis Island will take place in
May. The $45 cost includes lunch and
admission. Carpooling and lunch will
be arranged. Interested persons may
sign up by calling Mrs. Humphrey at
(908) 612-6029 or e-mailing
nlhumphrey315@hotmail.com.

During the Society’s March 10
meeting, Steven Glazer from the New
Jersey Civil War Sesquicentennial
Committee will discuss his book
“Discover Your Community’s War
Heritage,” a guide for researchers.

The program for the April 14 meet-
ing will be announced.

“Flags that Flew Over the Colo-
nies,” presented by Ira Jersey, will
be featured at the May 12 meeting.
Mr. Jersey’s presentation will high-
light the progression of flags uti-
lized within the American colonies.

Meetings of the Genealogical So-
ciety are held on the second Thurs-
day of the month at 1 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library. Non-
members are invited. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

BUDDING GARDENERS…Rake and Hoe Juniors work on their “Imaginocean”
sea creature entries for the annual New Jersey Flower and Garden Show for
February. Pictured, from left to right, are: Top row, Elise Morano and Pinar
Pekdemir, and bottom row, Emma Phillips, Merve Pekdemir, Rachel Holt and
Julia Ross.

Rake and Hoe Club Juniors
Gear Up For Garden Show

WESTFIELD – The Rake and Hoe
Garden Club Juniors of Westfield are
working on fanciful “Imaginocean”
sea creatures for the New Jersey
Flower and Garden Show, entitled
“Gardens on Broadway.” The show
will be held Thursday through Sun-
day, February 17 to 20, at the New
Jersey Convention Center, located at
97 Sunfield Road in Edison.

This year’s theme will be “Funky
Broadway.” Members are preparing
crafts and flower designs to com-
pete in six categories, including The
Addams Family jazzy table settings
and Avenue Q flower arrangements
using a favorite playbill. The com-
petition is open to New Jersey Gar-
den Club members. To join the Rake

and Hoe Junior Garden Club, call
Beth Siano at (908) 233-4150.

The New Jersey Flower and Garden
Show attracts more than 25,000 flower
and garden enthusiasts annually, high-
lighting display gardens, a Standard
Flower Show presented by the Garden
Club of New Jersey, the Garden Mar-
ketplace and seminars, among other
offerings. For information about visit-
ing the show, access macevents.com/
show.cfm/eventID/121.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield has a long-term reputa-
tion for its service to the community
and donations to worthy causes. Its
diverse membership spans all ages,
interests and occupations. Affiliated
with the National Council of State
Garden Clubs and the Garden Club
of New Jersey, the Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield has be-
tween 50 and 70 members. For more
information, call Maryann
Pietruszki, club president, at (908)
789-9254.

United Fund Asks Residents
To Send Valentine to Town

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
United Fund (WUF) invites all resi-
dents to send a “Valentine to
Westfield” as part of a new market-
ing campaign designed to broaden
awareness of the agency and its work
in the community.

A direct-mail postcard delivered
to all households asks residents to
go to ILoveWestfield.org and fill out
a short survey of their favorite things
about Westfield. The survey addi-
tionally asks residents what the one
thing is they would like to see
changed about the town.

For every response received dur-
ing the month of February, Two River
Community Bank will donate $5 to
the Westfield United Fund. The re-
sults of the survey will be publicized
in local media, as well as through
the fund’s new Facebook page.

“The Valentine campaign is a novel
way of reaching out to new support-
ers based on a shared love of
Westfield,” said Linda Maggio, WUF
executive director. “With just a few
simple clicks, they can tell us all that
they appreciate about this wonder-

ful, caring community of ours, as
well as generate a small contribu-
tion to WUF. We hope this will be
the start of an ongoing, web-based
dialogue and greater visibility for
the fund.”

Since 1937, the WUF has
partnered with local social service
agencies to help neighbors in need.
Funds from the annual campaign are
used to support 18 member agen-
cies, among them The Arc of Union
County, CONTACT We Care, Mo-
bile Meals and the Westfield Day
Care Center. For additional infor-
mation and a full list of member
agencies, visit
WestfieldUnitedFund.org.

First Congregational Plans
Open House This Sunday

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church will welcome
visitors and prospective members
to an open house event this Sunday,
February 13, at 10 a.m. All indi-
viduals and families who are seek-
ing a new faith community are in-
vited to attend.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to experience a traditional con-
gregational worship service, led by
the Reverend Mark Boyea, senior
minister. Church school and childcare
will be provided during the service
for children of all ages. Infant care
will be available in the crib room.

A coffee hour will be held in the
church’s Patton Auditorium directly
following the service. Tours of the
church will be offered, and repre-

sentatives from the church’s vari-
ous boards will be available to pro-
vide information about opportuni-
ties for outreach service, education
and fellowship.

Located at 125 Elmer Street in
Westfield, the First Congregational
Church is a member of the United
Church of Christ. The church’s mem-
bership comprises a broad mix of de-
nominational backgrounds, including
Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, Bap-
tist, Episcopal, Lutheran and Quaker.

The church is accessible by a
wheelchair ramp. Infrared listen-
ing devices are available for the
hearing impaired. For further infor-
mation, call the church office at
(908) 233-2494 or visit the church
website: fccofwestfield.org.

‘Farmer’s Year’ to Feature
Colonial Activities For Kids
WESTFIELD – “A Farmer’s Year

for Children” will be presented this
Sunday, February 13, from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum, located at 614 Mountain Av-
enue in Westfield.

A Colonial farmer’s life involved
endless tasks, all of which were con-
trolled by the seasons. Regardless of
weather conditions, work on the farm
was a constant, necessary in order to
ensure the family’s survival.

The program will detail seasonal
life on an early American farm
through storytelling, featuring the
book “Ox Cart Man” by Donald
Hall. Children will have an oppor-
tunity to try out Colonial-era farm
chores, such as carding, spinning
and tin piercing, and will be able to
make a tin craft to take home. The
museum’s gift shop, offering Co-
lonial toys, books, crafts and edu-
cational items, will be open.

Admission to the program will
be $3 for adults, $1 for students
and free for children under age 4.

Upcoming programs include
“Maple Sugar Sunday” on March
6; “The Art of Silhouettes” on
March 13; “Slaves in Colonial New
Jersey” on March 20 and “Follow-

ing George Washington’s Trail in
New Jersey” on March 27. Demon-
strations of authentic open-hearth
cooking also will resume in March.

The museum is available for
school or other group tours during
weekdays, scout tours after school
and special programs on site at
schools or for other community
groups. Volunteers are always wel-
come, and full training is provided.
For more information, call the mu-
seum office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum website is
millercoryhouse.org.

‘Y’ Announces Date
For Blood Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host a blood drive on Satur-
day, February 19, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. in the Kellogg Room at the Main
“Y” Facility, located at 220 Clark
Street in Westfield. New Jersey Blood
Services will facilitate the blood drive.

In order to give blood, donors must
be in generally good health, weigh
110 pounds or more and be at least 17
years of age. Sixteen-year-olds may
donate blood with parental consent.
Donors are asked to bring identifica-
tion and to have plenty to eat or drink
the day of the blood drive.

Blood donors will be entered into a
raffle for a one-month membership
to the Westfield Area “Y” and other
prizes. Clyne & Murphy of Westfield
will provide sandwiches.

For questions about medical eligi-
bility, call 1-(800) 933-2566 or visit
nybloodcenter.org. To make an ap-
pointment in advance, e-mail
j.sacca@yahoo.com or call Jean Cruz
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 417.
Walk-ins also will be welcome.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Suburban Vegetarians
Set Valentine Dinner
SUMMIT – Suburban Vegetarians

will hold their 11th annual Valentine’s
Day dinner on Monday, February 14,
from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Winberie
Restaurant, located at the corner of
Springfield Avenue and Kent Place
Boulevard in Summit. All are wel-
come. Participants need not be veg-
etarians to attend. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 277-1833 or e-mail
burbveg@comcast.net.

SMALL HANDS, BIG HEARTS...The Westfield United Fund (WUF) gets an
adorable “thank you” from students at the Westfield Day Care Center, which has
been providing child care for more than 40 years. Support from the WUF helps
sustain the programs of the Westfield Day Care Center, as well as 18 other social-
services agencies serving the Westfield community. For more information or to
make a donation to the WUF, visit westfieldunitedfund.org.

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation

Historical Society Sets
New Program Date

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society program with Steven
Glazer has been moved from Friday,
February 11, to Friday, February 25.
Mr. Glazer will discuss ties this area
has to the Civil War in commemora-
tion of the 150th anniversary of the
beginning of the conflict.

Free and open to the public, this
program will be held at 7:30 p.m. in
the Westfield Municipal Building
Community Room, located at 425
East Broad Street. Light refreshments
will be served. For more information,
call the Westfield Historical Society
at (908) 233-1794.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, February 14, at 1:30 p.m. in
the Holy Trinity Interparochial School
gymnasium, located at 336 First Street
in Westfield. “George the Magician”
from Springfield will entertain.
Guests are welcome.

The Reverend Matthew Looney has
announced the club’s upcoming trip
to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse in
Clinton on Wednesday, March 30.
The price is $70 and includes enter-
tainment and lunch. Interested per-
sons are asked to see Reverend
Looney at Monday’s meeting.

Single Jewish Friends
Post Luncheon Date

AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Luncheon on Sunday, February
27, at noon at Red Lobster, located at
635 Route 1 South/Gill Lane in Iselin.
The cost is $3 plus the price of a meal
from the menu and tip. To respond,
call Roberta at (908) 668-8450.
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CHRISTIAN BARBER LIFTS SEASON RECORD TO 26-0

Blue Devil Wrestlers Defeat
Pioneers, 52-22, Tigers, 48-24

MAGUIRE GRABS 7 REBOUNDS, EMBRETT SCORES 5

Roselle Catholic Lions Corral
Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 57-22

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nearly impenetrable defense, com-
bined with total dominance under the
offensive and defensive boards, paved
the way for the Roselle Catholic High
School girls basketball team to sprint
past the Westfield Blue Devils, 57-
22, in Westfield on February 3.

The 16-1 Lady Lions’ defense ap-
peared quite patient and anticipated
the 3-11 Blue Devils’ passing game
well, which resulted in numerous
steals and a poor shooting percentage
on the part of Westfield.

Lion guard Marcia Senatus kept
the Blue Devils’ offense out of rhythm
with her busy hands, enabling her to

surpass double figures in steals, which
also led to fast-break lay-ups. Senatus
finished with 15 points, including the
game’s only three-pointer. She also
positioned herself well under the
boards to grab 11 rebounds.

“They were quick. They had good
defense. Offensively, we just couldn’t

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

District tournaments begin on Fri-
day, February 18, and end on Satur-
day, February 19, so wrestlers across
New Jersey must refine their skills to
advance to the next level, the regional
championships.

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team tacked on a pair of victo-
ries with a 52-22 settling of the New

Providence Pioneers and a 48-24 tam-
ing of the Linden Tigers in a tri-
match in Westfield on February 4.
The Tigers also defeated the Pio-
neers, 51-24.

Blue Devil senior Christian Barber
added a pair of wins via pin to boost his
season record to 26-0 and his career
record to 94, but just five days before,
he had his biggest victory to date with
a 5-3 decision over third-ranked

(Coaches Association Poll) Connor
Brennan of Brick at the All-Star Invita-
tional at Brick on January 30.

“It was a great experience going
down there in front of a big crowd. I
was not getting much competition
around this area. [We are] trying to
get different kids. I knew it was going
to be a good match, obviously, going
into it,” Barber said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING IN FOR THE FIREMAN’S TAKEDOWN…Blue Devil Colin Barber, front, slips in for a fireman’s takedown in
his 145-lb. bout with New Providence’s Jeff SanFilippo. Barber pinned SanFilippo in 2:55.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR THE LOOSE BALL…Blue Devil Danielle Miller, No. 4, and Ellie Callinan, No. 10, battle Roselle
Catholic’s Melissa Tobie, No. 22, for possession of the basketball.

222 South Avenue, Fanwood NJ 07023 • Call to Register for February 21, 22 & 24: 908-322-2100 • www.myclubwest.com

Club West is NOW OPEN ...
$$$ It Pays to Lose Weight ... Join our Weight-Loss Challenge

Where You Can Lose Weight & Gain Money $$$

... Come see what everyone is talking about!

Bring this coupon & receive on your first visit

FREE
16 oz. Smoothie

16 oz. Herbal Tea
(Meal Replacement)

(Awesome Energy)

With a FREEFREEFREEFREEFREE Body Analysis

Westfield-West • 600 North Avenue West, Westfield • 908-233-0065
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 908-242-2985

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwest

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Tracy Devine
Regional Vice President 

Broker/Manager

Snap this QR  
code with your 
Smartphone  
or visit our  

Web site

View Thousands of Homes and Open Houses Online

FANWOOD $499,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $499,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $599,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $679,000

CLARK $489,000 CRANFORD $349,900 CRANFORD $369,000 FANWOOD $369,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $889,000 WESTFIELD $495,000 WESTFIELD $609,000 WESTFIELD $799,900

Wonderfully maintained 4BR 2BA home on 100x165 lot perfect for entertaining. Spacious
rooms w/great flrplan perfect for entertaining. Ideally located. DIR: Featherbed/Tudor/Cromwell.

NEW LISTING! Spacious cape w/hwd floors & large rooms. Fplc in living room, screened
porch, finished basement. Awaiting your personal touch! No show until 2/19.

NEW PRICE! Excellent One Flr Living. Re-Modeled Eat-in Kitchen. Spacious Bedrms. Full
High Basement. CAC. Private Rear Yard w/Patio. A must see! DIR: Elizabeth Ave to Wade.

4BR 2fBA Cape w/open flr plan and conveniently located.  Great for entertaining w/
LR & DR flowing into fam rm. Builtin pool, patio, lovely bckyrd. Rec rm in bsmt.

NEW LISTING! Charming Colonial w/many updts! Granite Kit, fab fin bsmt, CAC, & lots
more! Conv to transport, town, schls & parks. Home Warr incl! DIR: S Martine to Herbert.

Spacious Ranch, Living room w/stone fireplace, Formal Dining room, eat-in
Kitchen, Master w/Full bath, basement w/Rec room & full bath & lots more!

8 room Raised Ranch w/4 lrg BR 3fBA at end of cul-de-sac locn on 0.388 acre of
pvt prop. Close to downtown Wfld. EIK opens to fam rm w/sliders to yard & more!

NEW LISTING! Custom Colonial at the end of cul de sac one block from Deerfield Middle
School. Large 0.53 acre lot, covered front porch,  big Eat in Kit & adjoining Fam Rm.

NEW LISTING! Elegant 4BR 2.1BA Colonial on 0.735 acre park-like prop in desirable
Ashbrook section of Scotch Plains.  Too many great features to list. A must see!

Lovely Colonial! Updt EIK opens to FR w/updt pdwr rm & sgd to deck, FDR w/
corner cabs, sunny BR, part fin bsmt, charming front porch, conv. locn, nice bkyd.

Exterior freshly painted! 4BR Colonial w/fam rm, Hwd flrs, formal DRm, huge Master
Suite, newer Kit, Gas FP, beautiful deep yard. DIR: Central Ave to Massachusetts St.

Historic scudder farmhouse in excellent condition. Updated without
compromising charm & character including kitchen & baths. Private location.

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 2830793 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2812095 Agent: Anne Sank-Davis MLS: 2829188 Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 2830282

Agent: Anne Sank-Davis MLS: 2829837 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2825102 Agent: Sharon Steele MLS: 2819913 Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2829203

Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2829971 Agents: Janice Kodatt MLS: 2830070 Agent: Dorothy McDevitt MLS: 2831090 Agent: Anne Sank-Davis MLS: 2827823

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 2/13 • 1-4PM
19 Wade Ave

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 2/13 • 1-4PM
218 Herbert Ave

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 2/13 • 1-4PM
217 Massachusetts St

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 2/13 • 1-4PM
18 Cromwell Ct

Golfer Greg Norman Birthday
Born February 10, 1955
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PETERSON NETS 22 POINTS, GRABS 9 “O” REBOUNDS

Raider Basketball Girls Stop
Union Lady Farmers, 41-32

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Aysia Peterson shifted from
the guard position to forward in the
second quarter and took over control
of the boards immediately to lead the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team to a 41-32 vic-
tory over Union in Scotch Plains on
February 5.

Prior to the shift, the 12-7 Raiders
were attempting to get the ball inside
to forward Tara Sweeney, who had
come off double-digit scoring games
against Roselle and Summit. Unfor-
tunately for the Raiders, the Farmers’
defense anticipated the strategy and
began the game with a pair of steals
by Wendy Berry that were converted
to lay-ups en route to a 12-5 Union
lead by the end of the first quarter.

“Tara is coming off a double-digit
scoring game, so we were trying to
get the ball to her. Probably not the
best passes or the best situations, but
good teams find other ways to win,
and we pulled this one out,” Raider

Head Coach Jen Ryan said.
Adding to the Raiders’ problems in

the quarter, forward Renee Oliver
injured her ankle and had to leave the
game. From that point, Peterson took
charge of the inside and finished with
five offensive rebounds and three
defensive rebounds in the first half
alone.

“In the beginning of the game, I
was playing as a guard, and we had
Renee [Oliver] and Sweeney inside.
When Renee went down, I had to go
back inside,” Peterson said.

“She had five in the first half. It’s
no surprise. If she’s not rebounding
then we are going to have a problem.
It’s really just how she is going to get
the ball in her hands. She is so ca-
pable of getting offensive rebounds,
so capable of stopping people and so
capable of scoring wherever she wants
to score. I haven’t seen anybody who
can stop her when she has her groove
going,” Coach Ryan said.

The shift changed the direction of
the game, and the Raiders won the

second quarter, 13-4, to lead, 18-16,
at the half. Peterson kept her groove
and added four more offensive and
three defensive rebounds in the sec-
ond half to finish with 15 rebounds.
Of those offensive rebounds, she
made good on four put-backs and
dished out four assists.

“Pretty much what I was dealing
with was controlling the inside. Ev-
ery time I got it, I was looking for a
reversal, because I know my girls can
shoot,” explained Peterson, who fin-
ished with a game-high 22 points
(six-for-six in free throws), while add-
ing two blocked shots, two knock-
away passes and a steal. “As soon as
I got it. If somebody was on me,
instead of going to the basket, I would
put it back out to them.”

“We have the ability to play like
that. We need to execute and take care
of the ball. Then everything else flows
very nicely,” Coach Ryan said.

Freshman guard Katie Harper, with
her busy hands, agitated the Framers’

GREENSPAN NETS 16 PTS., 14 RBS.; YOUNGER 13 PTS.

Blue Devil Cagers Turn Back
A.L.J. Crusader Boys, 69-38

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Joe Greenspan controlled the de-
fensive boards, and Scott Toresco
stood tall under the offensive boards
as the Westfield High School boys
basketball team turned back the A.L.
Johnson Crusaders, 69-38, at the
Bernosky Games in Rahway on Feb-
ruary 5.

Greenspan, who has been averag-
ing 14 rebounds per game, pulled
down 14 (two offensive) rebounds,
blocked three shots and had two steals
against the Crusaders, while leading
all scorers with 16 points, including a
pair of three-pointers.

“He is definitely the best rebounder.
He’s very aggressive, and he is ath-
letic, so that’s a great combination,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly
said.

“We practice a lot. Box out. Just
getting loose ball, and the coaches
telling me to go to the boards, get up
and get the ball,” said Greenspan,
who added, “I really shot well. We

scored 69 points. I think [it was] the
most we scored in a game. Overall,
we played a very good game.”

Greenspan also was quick to find
his teammates and dished out three
assists.

“You got to be unselfish with the
ball,” Greenspan commented.

Toresco, who had two points and a
steal, grabbed five of his nine re-
bounds from the offensive boards.

“Scott is a big body, and he is
strong. When you try to push him
around, you are not moving him. If he
gets position, he is going to get the
rebound,” Coach Everly said.

Senior forward Ryan Hess scored
eight of his 10 points, including two
three-pointers, in the first quarter
and finished the game with two as-
sists, a steal and five rebounds (two
offensive). Senior point guard Tim
Younger led the 8-8 Blue Devils with
four assists and scored 13 points.
Keegan Hess sank 10 points and
added an assist, and Ozan Yucetepe
netted nine points, three assists and

two rebounds. Andrew Garfinkel
banged a three-pointer and added
three rebounds, two assists and two
steals. Starter Mark Androconis con-
tributed a rebound, an assist and a
steal. Kadeen Noray came off the
bench in the fourth quarter and net-
ted two points and three rebounds.
Nate Mitchell and Dylan Elliott each
had two points.

Despite being aware of their size
advantage and athletic edge over the
Crusaders, the Blue Devils stuck to
their game plan and rolled off to a 17-
7 lead at the end of the first quarter.
The Blue Devils won the second quar-
ter, 15-9, to take a 32-16 lead at the
half.

The Blue Devils continued their
dominance in the third quarter to in-
crease the margin to 52-26 then Coach
Everly brought in the reserves for the
remainder of the game.

“It doesn’t matter who you play. I
tell them what they are trying to do
offensively, what they are trying to do

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR AN INSIDE MAN…Blue Devil point guard Tim Younger, No. 1, looks to pass to a teammate near the basket
in the game against A.L. Johnson.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

COLONIAL

Westfield. Spectacular 5 Bedroom, 5 full Bath Colonial set on
private cul de sac in the Wychwood/Echo Lake Country Club section
of Westfield. Built in 2005, this distinctive home features superb
quality, architectural details and top of the line amenities...and is
situated on an oversized property. Features include: Gourmet Eat-In
Kitchen, Central vac, Multi-zone heat and AC, finished basement, 1st
floor Laundry Room and Family Room with fireplace.

Jacqueline Waldman
Top Lister Month of January

Martha

Schilling

RANCH

Westfield. Custom 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Brick Ranch with large
rooms. Hardwood throughout. “Sun tunnel” lights in kitchen &
hallway. Basement with summer kitchen and Wood Burning Fireplace.
Living Room with Wood Burning Fireplace. Temperature controlled
room, perfect for a wine cellar! Large walk up attic with stairs in place
to complete second story expansion.

Vivian

Cortese-Strano

SPLIT

Westfield. Space, comfort and location come together beautifully in
this spectacular custom 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath Split. This home has been
renovated and updated tastefully with granite in the kitchen, charming
crown moldings, and wainscoting in the DR; MBR suite with luxurious
bath and walk-in closet; gas fireplace in LR; wood-burning fireplace
in FR; ground floor bedroom near full bath which could be for guest
or parent. Professionally landscaped & great neighborhood!

Jamie

Garber

VICTORIAN

Westfield. Charming Victorian featuring distinctive architectural details.
Zoned as a single or multi family home. The 1st floor features a renovated
EIK w/cherry cabinetry and Corian countertops, a FR with a fireplace,
sconces and high ceilings which flows in the LR and DR. A large MBR
with a full bath completes the 1st floor. The 2nd floor—ready to be
finished—offers 2 Bedrooms, one w/fireplace, a full bath, EIK, office and
FR. The basement level is walk-out w/access to the backyard.

Patricia

O’Connor

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. Vintage Center Hall Colonial featuring Living Room
with wood burning Fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Family Room,
Eat-in-Kitchen, Den plus 1/2 bath. The second level has 4 Bedrooms
and Full Bath and the third level has Bedroom and Bedroom/Office
plus a Full Bath. Hardwood Floors throughout. Large unfinished
Basement and 2 car detached garage.

Associate of the Month

Kerry

McDevitt

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTACKING THE BASKET…Raider Aysia Peterson, No. 24, attacks the basket in the game against the Union Farmers.
Peterson finished with 22 points and 15 rebounds.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Blue Devil Wrestlers Defeat New Providence Pioneers, 52-22, Linden Tigers, 48-24
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

His bout with Brennan did get quite
interesting toward to end.

“Second period, I got an escape,
and with two seconds left I got a
takedown [single leg] on the line. I
thought that was probably the high-
light of the match. In the third period,
I gave up a takedown. I wasn’t too
proud about that, but I fought for the
win. I didn’t wrestle my best, but I
wrestled well,” Barber said. “He was
a tough kid. I thought I wrestled well
the first five-and-a-half minutes. The
last 30 seconds, I slipped a little bit,
but I came out with the win. I am
happy about that.”

The Blue Devils faced the Pioneers
in the first match of the evening, and
fell behind, 6-0, when Tim Terrezza
pinned Anthony Aldana with one sec-
ond remaining in the 119-lbs. bout.
The Blue Devils tied the team score
when Pat Currie chalked up a 10-4
victory over Dave Dinerman at 125
lbs. and Keith Peterson recorded a
fireman’s takedown and a reversal to
defeat Dan Smith, 4-1, at 130 lbs.

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku slipped out
of a leg ride to record a stack pin in
2:48 over Joe Cirrocca at 135 lbs.
After yielding a forfeit at 140 lbs., the
Blue Devils took an 18-12 lead when
Colin Barber used a half nelson and a
front arm bar to settle Pioneer Jeff
San Filippo in 2:55 at 145 lbs. Chris-
tian Barber quickly took Luke
Sammarone to his back to record a
fall in 1:11 at 152 lbs.

Blue Devil Mike DeLuisa got the
opportunity to wrestle varsity at 160
lbs. and opened up on Vince Sidoli
with a variety of five takedowns, a
reversal and an escape to seize a 13-
3, majority decision.

“DeLuisa opened up a little bit. It
was good for him to get on the mat,”
commented Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz.

Pioneer Max Sidoli recorded a pair
of takedowns and a switch reversal
that led to a three-point near-fall to
claim a 9-1, majority decision over
Erik Gozdieski at 171 lbs. Westfield’s
Luke Gibbons received a forfeit at
189 lbs. then Kieran Cline, leading 3-
0 at the time, caught Steve Bremer
out of position and pinned him in
4:19 at 215 lbs. Pioneer heavyweight
Zach Troutman used an under half
nelson to pin Kyle Kania in 1:15 then
Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis received
a forfeit at 103 lbs.

At 112 lbs, Blue Devil Nick Velez
bounced Adrial Lazaro around the
mat with a pair of takedowns, a Satur-
day Night ride near-fall and a two-on-
one tilt near-fall before recording a
fall in 4:32.

After the match with the Pioneers,
Coach Kurz stated his concerns, “I
think we were a little bit sloppy. We
need to get better between now and
the districts. We were not at 100 per-
cent today, but if we are going to be a
good team, we are going to find a way
to get two wins.”

Before Westfield got its second win
of the evening, Linden went to work
on the Pioneers. The highlight bout of
the match was between heavyweights

Austin Frank and Pioneer Troutman,
ranked third in the state.

Frank, also one of the best wres-
tlers in the region, nearly pulled off
the big upset when he took Troutman
to his back with a takedown, but could
not hold him in that position long
enough to get back points. Troutman
responded with a reversal. In the sec-
ond period, Troutman added a stand-
ing forward roll reversal, and Frank
escaped. Frank added an escape to tie
the bout midway through the third
period, but neither wrestler seemed
to have the energy to go on the attack
as the bout extended into overtime.

“We were both dancing around a
little bit, trying to catch our breath.
Those first two periods were so in-
tense. We both had stall calls,” Frank
said.

In the standing overtime period,
referee Roy Dragon issued a double
warning, awarding each competitor a
penalty point. Troutman had the down
position in the ensuing 30-second
period and managed to pull off a split
leg catch with a sit-back lever to put
Frank on his back for a quick fall.

“I thought I had him in that first
period when he tried getting that
takedown, and I scrambled through it
and got him on his back. It was just a
good match. We both wrestled tough
all the way through. He is a valid
opponent. Whenever I see him, it’s
always a good match. I hope to see
him in the regions,” Frank said.

Westfield’s match with Linden be-
gan at 130 lbs., and fireworks sparked,
but Tiger Adrian Betancourt snatched

a 10-8 thriller over Peterson. Diego
Attaca followed at 135 lbs when he
clamped Reece Zakarin with a cradle
in 2:37. Opoku brought with him an
arsenal of takedowns and near-falls
to claim a 16-1, 5:44 technical fall
over Lamar Cooper at 140 lbs.

At 145 lbs., Colin Barber used an
arm bar, half nelson to silence Edgar
Bolasco in 2:50. Christian Barber
racked up four takedowns, including
a slick duck under, and a double arm
bar near-fall before rocking Keith
Simpson to La La Land in a cradle in
4:34 at 152 lbs.

Tiger Travis Foster returned the
favor with a fall in 2:50 at 160 lbs then
Gozdieski caught Tiger Terrence
Tiller with a barrel roll to a fall in 1:34
at 171 lbs. Cline amassed five

takedowns at 189 lbs., which led to a
13-4, majority decision over Tiger
Bob Clark. Gibbons’ reversal in the
second period held up for a 2-1 vic-
tory over Chris Gonzalez at 215 lbs.
Heavyweight Frank pinned Kania
with a half nelson in 3:46.

Kalimtzis pinned Nick Tekula in 54
seconds with an arm bar, half nelson at
103 lbs. At 112 lbs, Velez clamped
Josh Sheehy in a cradle in 1:01. In the
final bout, Tiger Dan Tibere held on
for a 1-0 decision over Currie.
WESTFIELD 52, N. PROVIDENCE 22:

119: — Terrezza (N) p Aldano, 5:59
125: — Currie (W) d Dinerman, 10-4
130: — Peterson (W) d Smith, 4-1
135: — Opoku (W) p Cirrocca, 2:48
140: — Jeff Jankow (N) won forfeit
145: — Colin Barber (W) p San Filippo, 2:55
152: — Christian Barber (W) p
Sammarone, 1:11
160: — DeLuisa (W) md Vin Sidoli, 13-3
171: — Max Sidoli (N) md Gozdieski, 9-1
189: — Luke Gibbons (W) won forfeit

215: — Cline (W) p Bremer, 4:19
Hwt: — Troutman (N) p Kania, 1:15
103: — Mike Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
112: — Velez (W) p Lazaro, 4:37

WESTFIELD 48, LINDEN 24:
130: — Betancourt (L) d Peterson, 10-8
135: — Attaca (L) p Zakarin, 2:37
140: — Opoku (W) tf Cooper, 16-1 5:49
145: — Colin Barber (W) p Bolasco, 2:50
152: — Christian Barber (W) p Keith

Simpson, 4:34
160: — Foster (L) p DeLuisa, 2:50
171: — Gozdieski (W) p Tiller, 1:34
189: — Cline (W) md Clark, 13-4
215: — Gibbons (W) d Gonzalez, 2-1
Hwt: — Frank (L) p Kania, 3:46
103: — Kalimtzis (W) p Tekula, :54
112: — Velez (W) p Sheehy, 1:01
119: — Aldana (W) won forfeit
125: — Tibere (L) d Currie, 1-0

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GEARING UP FOR THE DISTRICTS…Blue Devil Christian Barber, left, receives a photo of himself from Sports Editor
Dave Corbin of The Westfield Leader/Times as Head Coach Glen Kurz, right, observes. The photo will appear on a page in
the program for the District 11 Tournament, which will be held in Westfield on February 18 and 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON WRIST CONTROL…Blue Devil Nick Velez, top, works on wrist control in his 112-lb. bout with New
Providence Pioneer Adrial Lazaro. Velez recorded three near-falls before pinning Lazaro in 4:32. Later in the evening, Velez
clamped Linden Tiger Josh Sheehy with a cradle in 1:01.

See More Photos from Story
On Cranford Online Pages

www.goleader.com

GL Matmen Edge
Raritan in Sections

The Governor Livingston High
School wrestling team edged No. 16
Raritan, 28-25, in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 2 tournament in
Berkeley Heights on February 7 to
advance to the semifinals to face 10th-
ranked Brearley. The 15-1 Highland-
ers trailed, 25-18, with two bouts
remaining, but Mike Stepien (135
lbs.) recorded a fall, and Joe Hoy
(140 lbs.) recorded a 13-2, majority
decision to seal the deal.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
145: — Brian French (R) d Vic Orozco, 5-3
152: — Bryan Sobol (G) d Steve Corona,
6-5
160: — Joe Masi (R) d Pat Eichner, 6-1
171: — Ryan Lynch (R) p Shane Haddad,
1:55
189: — Zach Heissler (G) d Vic Ianello, 5-3
215: — Matt O’Sullivan (G) d Nick Rice, 5-4
Hwt: — Adam Daniels (R) d Anthony
Manganiello, 3-2 OT
103: — Jon Mele (G) d Matt Lindo, 11-4
112: — Ryne Morrison (G) d Vin Masi, 5-3
119: — Anthony DeFranco (G) d An-
thony Scarcella, 6-3
125: — Nick Liquori (R) md Ryan Hoy, 14-4
130: — Jason Bohal (R) p Linton Benitez,
3:51
135: — Stepien (G) p Devil Holmes, 1:37
140: — Hoy (G) md Connor McGrath, 13-2

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent, Westfield Office 2006-2010
#1 Listing Agent, Westfield Office 2004-2010

www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

181 La Grande Avenue Unit #3, Fanwood $369,900

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

Wonderful, sunny & airy 2 BR, 2-1/2 bath END unit Townhome with covered
front porch & 1 car attached garage.  Great open floorplan offers foyer leading
to powder room; a spacious living room; an Eat-in kitchen with breakfast bar
& sliding glass doors to backyard. Upstairs, you'll find a lovely Master Bedroom
Suite w/walk-in closet, sitting area and full bath; a second bedroom w/walk-in
closet; a full bath, laundry, and attic access. Convenient to town, park & NYC
transportation. Dir: LaGrande to LaGrande Square.

110 Midvale Terrace, Westfield $525,000
Immaculate 3 Bedroom, 1 ½ Bath home on a beautiful ¼ acre lot featuring
Living Rm., Formal Dining Rm., cozy Eat-in-Kitchen on the first floor. The
ground level offers a Family Rm., w/access to the garage, powder room, and
laundry/utility room. Three bedrooms and a full bath complete the second
floor. Great potential for expansion. Dir: Tudor Oval to Midvale.

2016 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains $635,000
Wonderful opportunity to own a new quality built 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath
Colonial with front porch and beautiful details throughout including custom
millwork. The two story foyer leads to a Formal Living Room, Formal Dining
Room, Gourmet Eat-in-Kitchen, with granite countertops and desk/wine bar,
which opens to Family Room with sliding doors to back yard. The laundry/
mud and powder room complete this spacious first floor. The second floor
boasts 4 bedrooms and 2 baths, including the master bedroom suite w/full tray
ceiling, bath w/Jacuzzi and oversized tile shower, and walk-in closets. The large
basement, walk-up attic, and 2 car attached garage complete this well appointed
residence. Dir: on Westfield Ave. near St. Bart's Church.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 13th • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 13th • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 13th • 1-4PM

Direct Cell: 609-709-0664

Email: ncallahan25@hotmail.com

The Most Respected Name in Real Estate

Long Beach Island
RealEstateOnLBI.com

ZACK SHORE PROPERTIES

1000 Long Beach Blvd. Ship Bottom, NJ 08008  1-800-633-1140

Noreen Callahan
Realtor Associate
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Raider Cagers Stop
Lady Farmers

Roselle Catholic Lions Corral
Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 57-22

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

make our baskets. We did not shoot
well from the floor at all. You are not
going to win many games scoring 20
points,” Blue Devil Head Coach Joe
Marino said.

Senatus’ ability to get her hands on
the ball frequently also allowed her
time to feed forward Melissa Tobie
under the board for quick lay-ups.
Tobie finished with a game-leading
17 points. Lion Brittany Baker fin-
ished with eight points, and Niavanni
Grant finished with six points.

“She sets the table nicely for them.
If she can get by someone, and some-

one comes over to help out, she just
simply dishes off to someone else,”
Coach Marino said of Senatus.

Blue Devil senior forward Krista
Embrett, who had three rebounds,
scored all  of her team-leading five
points in the second half. Senior cen-
ter Char Lorentzen (four rebounds,
one assist) and junior forward Ellie
Callinan, who led the team with three
steals, each bucketed four points.
Senior guard Martina Landeka (five
rebounds, onr assist) sank three points.
Senior guard Danielle Miller (two
rebounds, one assist), junior Amanda
Marcotullio (one rebound) and fresh-
man Kelly Culnan each contributed
two points. Junior Carolyn Maguire
led the team with seven rebounds.

The Blue Devils’ defense could not
slow down the quickness of Senatus
and the presence of Tobie, who scored
four points and six points, respec-
tively, in the first quarter to guide the
Lions to a 14-2 lead. Lorentzen scored
three of her points in the second quar-
ter, but the Lions stretched their lead
to 24-6 by halftime.

The Lions’ acts of thievery contin-
ued at a high pace in the third quarter,
and the Blue Devils’ defense could
not handle their speed, as Senatus and
Tobie each sank six points, and Baker
and Grant each scored four points in
a 22-7 run. Embrett, Culnan and
Callinan each put in two points, and
Landeka sank a free throw. Scoring
evened somewhat in the fourth quar-
ter, which the Lions won, 11-9.

“Defensively, we did the best we
could. They were just quick going to
the ball. We got beat on the boards
today as well. We didn’t box out well
at all,” Coach Marino said.

The Lions were also more success-
ful from the free throw line, hitting 10
of 15 for 67 percent. The Blue Devils
finished eight-for-17 for 47 percent.
Roselle Catholic 14 10 22 11 57
Westfield   2   4   7   9 22

Raider Icemen Make History
With Win Over Johnson

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey team celebrated
Senior Night with a 4-2 victory over
the A.L. Johnson Crusaders on Janu-
ary 31 at Warinanco Ice Rink in
Roselle. The win was the first in team
history against the Crusaders, who
had beaten the Raiders in two close
contests earlier this season.

Seniors Kyle Douglas, John Foti,
Assistant Captain Ed Logie and two-
year Captain Terrance White, along
with senior statistician Victoria Ingato
and their parents, were recognized by
the coaching staff and fans in a pre-
game ceremony.

The Raiders broke the ice in the
first period, scoring on a power-play
deflection by freshman Tyler
Hardgrove off a slap shot by junior

defenseman Kevin Lewis. Johnson
tied the game later in the period and
then went ahead only seconds into
the second period when a Crusader
winger slipped past the defense for a
one-on-one, beating Raider goalie
Jason Breit. From that moment, Breit
and the Raider defense slammed the
door shut on the Crusaders’ offense.

In the third period, junior Alex
Markovits tied the game, getting as-
sists from Lewis and freshman Eric
Hogan, then scored the game-winner
on an assist from Logie sending the
Raider crowd into a frenzy. Johnson
pulled their goalie for an extra at-
tacker, but Logie cemented the win
for the Raiders with an empty net
goal.

The victory put the Raiders, 7-9
overall, alone in fourth place in the
county with a 5-5 record. With two
games remaining with third place
Cranford, the Raiders have an oppor-
tunity to improve their seeding in the
year-end tournament.

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield…Charming home. 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths beautifully renovated. Hardwood floors, archway
entrances, neutral decor and well-appointed rooms. Living room w/  wood burning fireplace w/ glass and brass
enclosure, formal dining room, newer kitchen with granite counters, honey oak cabinets, custom tile floor,
newer appliances and an eating area. The family room has sliders to a large deck and fenced in yard. The master
bedroom offers 2 walk-in closets, full bath with skylight. 2 additional bedrooms and hallway bath. Rec Rm w/
media center, CAC and much more.  $535,000.

    

     
     

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Planning Board
(“Planning Board”) will hold a special meet-
ing and public hearing on Monday, Febru-
ary 21, 2011, at 7:30 p.m. to conduct an
investigation to determine whether certain
parcels of land in the municipality consti-
tute areas in need of redevelopment under
the Local Redevelopment and Housing
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq., (the “pro-
posed Redevelopment Areas”).

The Planning Board will make a recom-
mendation whether all or any part of the
proposed Redevelopment Areas meets
the criteria set forth at N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-
5 and should be designated as areas in
need of redevelopment.  This recommen-
dation will be sent to Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains (“Township
Council”) which can approve, reject, or
amend this proposal.  In other words,
Township Council may adopt a resolution
determining that the proposed Redevel-
opment Areas, or any part thereof, are in
need of redevelopment. Any interested
parties may attend the hearing and appear
therein.  Interested parties may also file a
written statement with the Planning Board
prior to the hearing.  The proposed Rede-
velopment Areas include the following
parcels:

Block 1104, Lot 16
Block 1105, Lots 1.02 and 1.03

Block 1601, Lot 13
Block 6401, Lot 1

Block 12701, Lot 1.01
Block 11301, Lots 1 and 3

As indicated above, the Planning Board
will make a recommendation to the Town-
ship Council whether such property or
properties should be designated for rede-
velopment.  If the Township Council later
adopts a resolution that all or part of the
area is in need of redevelopment, the
designation will operate as a finding of
public purpose and authorizes the Town-
ship Council to acquire such property or
properties within the designated area by
condemnation (i.e., against an owner’s
will) for just compensation.  If the Town-
ship Council adopts a resolution designat-
ing all or part of the proposed Redevelop-
ment Area as being in need of redevelop-
ment, any property owner wishing to chal-
lenge the designation must file a com-
plaint in the Superior Court within 45 days
of the adoption of that resolution.

Copies of the maps and statement set-
ting forth the basis for the investigation
relating to the Redevelopment Area are on
file at the Office of the Township Clerk,
Township Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.  These
documents may be viewed during regular
business hours (8:30 a.m. to  4:00 p.m.).

BY: Philip J. Morin III, Esq.
Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt, & Fader, LLC

(201) 843-5858
Attorneys for Township of

 Scotch Plains Planning Board
2 T - 2/3/11
& 2/10/11, The Times Fee: $122.40

David B. Corbin (January 17, 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL-TIME WHS LEADING BASKETBALL SCORER…Blue Devil Erin Miller
is presented with flowers from Head Coach Joe Marino after breaking Bob King’s
(WHS class of 1963) record of 1,329 points in a game against Elizabeth on January
5, 2008.

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

February 1, 2003: The Blue Devil
girls swimming team used its talented
depth, overcoming a stiff challenge
from Governor Livingston, to win its
11th-straight Union County Girls
Swimming Championship at Dunn
Center in Elizabeth. The Blue Devils
totaled 279, while the Highlanders
totaled 254. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
finished third at 141. Amanda Dickson
earned the Blue Devils’ only first place
by out-touching Highlander Jen Pflug
2:16.12 to 2:17.81 in the 200-indi-
vidual medley.

January 24, 2004: The defensive
roof caved in for the Cranford girls
basketball team when the 20th-ranked
host Raiders went on a 17-6 first-
quarter scoring frenzy and breezed to
a, 63-30, victory. Center Hillary
Klimowicz led all scoring with 21
points, while grabbing seven rebounds
and making three blocks. Point guard
Jenny Burke finished with 10 points,
forward Maura Gillooly netted five
points, two assists and three swipes
and forward Katie Feeley fired in
eight points, pulled four rebounds
and stole two basketballs.

January 31, 2005: Veterans Emily
MacNeil and Annie Onishi provided
the leadership and majority of the
points to push the Blue Devils to
their second straight Union County
girls indoor track and field champi-
onship at Dunn Center in Elizabeth.
MacNeil and Onishi played a major
roll in amassing 40 of the Blue Dev-
ils’ 45 points, enough to nip the
Rahway girls who finished second

with 41 points.
February 2, 2002: The Blue Devil

boys basketball team broke out of
their five-game slump in a big way,
thoroughly pounding Nutley, 78-32,
in Westfield. Co-Captain Dan Deserio
netted 24 points, 10 rebounds and
seven assists. Junior Eric Turner hit
three 3-pointers and finished with 18
points

January 25, 2001: The ninth-
ranked Malcolm X. Shabazz Bull-
dogs pranced into Scotch Plains and
thought they would have a cakewalk.
Instead, the Raiders did some “dog-
ging” of their own and hounded
Shabazz until the final quarter. The
concerned Bulldogs finally barked
back, scored 23 points and bit the
Raiders 67-56. Raider senior Andrew
Feeley finished with 18 points and
pulled down nine rebounds.

February 10, 2000: Offensive
dominance early in the first quarter,
coupled with Westfield’s inability to
find the mark, set the stage for the
Raider girls basketball team to roll to
a 49-38 victory in Westfield. Raider
senior Katie Feighner got the job done
both offensively and defensively as
she tossed in 18 points and ruled the
boards with 15 rebounds. Blue Devil
junior Courtney Thornton (7 re-
bounds, 2 steals) and sophomore
Jackie Cusimano both sank 12 points,
while Raider Erin Gillooly rolled in
13 points and grabbed eight rebounds.

offensive efforts, and offensively, her
aggressive drives toward the basket,
opened the door for easy lay-ups or
open jump shots.

“It works well, because Katie likes
to drive. As soon as they attack her,
whoever is down low is wide open for
the lay-up,” Peterson said.

Harper contributed a three-pointer,
thanks to Peterson’s assist in the sec-
ond quarter. Sophomore guard Taylor
Sebolao (six points, six rebounds, two
steals, assist), banged a three-pointer
after Peterson’s assist. Senior Rebecca
Kreyer (one steal, one assist) scored
three points, and senior Evie Klotz
netted four points. Sweeney finished
with two offensive rebounds, three
points, two steals and an assist. Fresh-
man forward Alyssa Riporti contrib-
uted two rebounds and an assist.

Ciona Moreme led the 6-8 Framers
with 10 points. Kendall Clark sank
eight, and Janiyah Bethume scored six
points.
Union 12   4   8   8 32
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   5 13 10 13 41

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Blue Devils Defeat
ALJ Cagers, 69-38

David B. Corbin (January 17, 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPLODING WITH A HUGE THROW…Raider senior Mike Alleman exploded
with a toss of 59’9.25” on his second throw and teammates Jason Boff and Matt
McQuoid had respective throws of 40’10.5 and 40’11.5 to win the team shot put with
a total distance of 141’7.25” at the Union County Relays on January 9, 2008.

defensively. I don’t tell them what
their record is. If they know, they know.
I just have them go out and play. Play
hard! I respect every opponent. Teams
like this have given us fits at times,”
Coach Everly said. “Today, it turned
out well. We did what we were sup-
posed to do. We were bigger than them
and a little bit more athletic. We got
some great looks, some good shots.
We worked on our defense and limited
them to one shot and done.”

“We came off a good game against
Linden. They beat us by a lot, but we
thought we played well. We just had to
come out and play our game. Play well
and do the simple things to win the
game and get us back on the winning
track,” Greenspan said.
A.L. Johnson   7   9 10 12 38
Westfield 17 15 20 17 69

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE, The undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance
with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following motor
vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department through
abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on February 16, 2011 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicles may be examined at. Plains Auto Body, 2368 Beryllium Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 9:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 9:30 am.

MAKE   YEAR VIN NO.  MINIMUM BID
Ford 1991 1FACP50U7MA117556 $2600.00

The following vehicles may be examined at. Frank’s Auto Body, 56 Martine Ave, New
Jersey at 10:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 10:30 am.

MAKE   YEAR VIN NO.  MINIMUM BID
Cad 1988 1G6CD5153J4350972 $3440.00

BOZENA LACINA, RMC, Township Clerk
1 T - 2/10/11, The Times Fee: $43.86

WBA 3rd Grade Girls Play
Picture Day Triple Header

February 5 was Picture and
Spiritwear day for the girls partici-
pating in the Westfield Basketball
Association In-Town Recreation
League. The third-graders brought
their smiles straight from their team
photos onto the court, in a morning
tripleheader at McKinley School gym.

Villanova faced Pittsburgh in a
physical, but evenly matched compe-
tition. Natasha Koetje, Morgan
Giardina, Avery Moore, Katherine
Troutman and Brook Walden led
Villanova’s offense, while Rylie
Corson, Anastasia Fowler, Zoe
Zorilla, Meghan Rafter, Amanda
Ludwig and Emma Roth provided
solid defense. Scoring, rebounding
and defending for Coach Kyle Baker’s
Pittsburgh team were Faith
Dobosiewicz, Avery Knauss, Tate
Fallon, Aliyah Feinberg, Emily Rossi,
Brianna Weber, Elizabeth Ferguson,
Shannon Baker, Anna Swartz, Kiley
Parker and Julia Capriglione. Accord-
ing to Villanova Coach Jeff Koetje,
“The girls are having fun and show-
ing progress by the week.”

Coach Liz Loder’s UMass squad
played Jim Ahern’s Cincinnati crew.
UMass introduced a motion offense,
run by Maggie Lapolla, Morgan
Angelo, Emily Plump, Jasni McGrail,
Ashley Amman, Claire Loder, Sofia
Carayannopoulos, Allison Temo,

Alexis Evans, Madison Marano and
Mikaela Buoscio. Cincinnati coun-
tered with a strong man defense and a
counterpunching offense led by
Megan Prasek, Ingrid Peters, Grace
Demers, Maggie Maguire, Sarah
Melone, Grace Hutchinson, Lauren
Ahern, Olivia Conti, Amy Hitzel,
Greta McLaughlin and Caroline
Gallagher. Cincinnati Assistant Coach
Dennis McLaughlin noted, “It’s im-
pressive how quickly the girls are
picking things up, their passing today
was awesome!”

The final game pitted Neil Horne’s
Michigan State team against the Notre
Dame squad coached by Dave
Schlewitt. Notre Dame showed im-
proved rebounding and shooting
prowess behind Jessica Schlewitt,
Kaitlyn and Noelle Laskaris, Julia
Clark, Lindsay Sherman, Amanda
Wagner, Carly Sherman, Theresa
DiFalco, Madeline Cohen and Lauren
Gaudin. Michigan State ran its offen-
sive weave through Julia Horne,
Jackie LaMastra, Julia Horne, Regan
Schultz, Lily Kaplan, Sara Wheatley,
Grace Dabulas, Chelsea Birkel,
Amanda Paden, Erin Harris and Julia
Gagliardi. Coach Horne, who is in his
second season coaching his daughter’s
team, assessed his experience, “The
girls are having a great time. I love
doing this!”

SPF Swim Boys Top
St. Peter’s Prep

The seventh-ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys swim
team out-touched 17th-ranked St.
Peter’s Prep, 99-71, at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” on February 3.
The 10-1 Raiders touched first in
eight of the 11 events, including all
three relays.

Greg Baliko, Dan Napolitano, Joe
Dunn and Dan Pesin took top honors
in the opening 200-medley relay with
a time of 1:40.9. Mike Napolitano
followed with a victory in the 200-
freestyle at 1:48.14. Baliko won the
200-individual medley in 2:03.33 then
Prep’s William Brown touched first in
the 50-freestyle with a time of 21.93.

Dunn won the 100-butterfly in
53.74 then Brown won the 100-
freestyle in 47.78. Raider Mike Rizzo
touched first in the 500-freestyle with
a time of 5:14. Baliko, Mike
Napolitano, Austin Engelhardt and
Dunn won the 200-free relay in
1:31.71. Dan Napolitano touched first
in the 100-backstroke with a time of
58.1. Prep’s Liam Tully placed first
in the 100-breaststroke in 1:05.14.
Engelhardt, Mike Napolitano, Dan
Napolitano and Baliko touched first
in the 400-free relay in 3:29.18.

Raider Icemen to Hold
Annual Gala Feb. 25
The annual fundraising gala for the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice Hockey
Association will be held at the Grand
Centurion in Clark on Friday, Febru-
ary 25, from 7 to 11 p.m. A silent
auction will be held with gift baskets,
Devils tickets, an autographed Dev-
ils hockey stick and an autographed
Rangers puck as some of the prizes.

The Raider ice hockey program,
including coaches, buses, uniforms
and ice time, is funded by the players
and parents, and the gala is the
association’s biggest fundraising
event. Hockey alumni, supporters and
friends are all invited to come and
support the ever-growing program.
The team roster is now pushing 30
players and the association also sup-
ports a middle school team and a
mites program.

For tickets and information,  call
Theresa Skoog at (908) 233-5917.
Please RSVP by February 15. For
information about any of the ice
hockey programs, call co-vice-presi-
dents, John Tomasulo at (908) 889-
1986 or Pat Hogan at (908) 301-
1626.

WF’s Gottlick Named
To Drexel Hall of Fame

Phil Gottlick, a 1981 graduate of
Westfield High School and two-time
silver medal winner in the New Jer-
sey State wrestling championships,
was recently inducted into the Drexel
University Athletic Hall of Fame in
Philadelphia.

Gottlick qualified for three Division
1 NCAA tournaments and ranks sec-
ond all-time in career pins with 26 and
most pins in season for Drexel with 11.
He posted 80 career wins (second in
all-time at Drexel). He was Team Most
Valuable Player twice and was the first
Drexel wrestler to score points at the
Division 1 NCAA Championship.
Elected as captain three times and was
captain of Drexel’s 1985 ECC Cham-
pionship Team.

Currently, Gottlick is a Financial
Advisor and CRPC for Merrill Lynch
in New Haven. He resides in Madison
with his wife and four children.

Raider Cagers Crush
Hillside Comets, 80-47
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys basketball broke out with
an offensive barrage to crush the Hill-
side Comets, 80-47, in Hillside on
February 4. Senior Charles Oliver
bucketed 19 points and added seven
assists to lead the 14-6 Raiders.

Matt Jegede sank 10 points and
grabbed 12 rebounds, and Tom
Bonacum put in 16 points. Tim
Bonacum, Pat Dougher and Brandon
Langston each scored six points for
the Raiders.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 18 17 18 27 80
Hillside 15 14   7 11 47

MemoriesMemories
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Beth Sullivan  
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE 2003-2010 

TOP 2% OF ALL COLDWELL BANKER AGENTS 

    908-578-3812   
 

600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065

 Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE ~ SUNDAY FEBRUARY 13TH 1-4 PM 
815 CLARK STREET, WESTFIELD 

 
JUST LISTED!  Stunning, totally updated and renovated 5 bedroom Dutch Colonial set 
on beautifully landscaped property.  Gourmet eat-in kitchen with stainless steel appli-
ances & quartz counters opens to the family room and new patio. There are 5 bedrooms 
and the master suite has its own luxurious bath with custom walk-in closet.   Newly 
created 2nd floor laundry.   Refinished hardwood floors, new windows, 2 zone central 
air conditioning, and security system.  A sumptuous haven from the pressures of every-
day life, with modern luxuries and outstanding venues for formal entertaining and 
comfortable family living.  LOCATION -  blocks to schools, town & NYC transportation.  
Please call me for a private viewing or visit me at the open house this Sunday.  Please 
see VIRTUAL TOUR & FLOOR PLANS:  www.815clarkstreet.com  
            
            PRESENTED FOR $995,000 

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two swing bouts shifted drasti-
cally in the third period in favor of the
Roselle Park Panthers in a 42-35 vic-
tory over the Cranford High School
(CHS) wrestling team in Cranford on
February 3.

“The way we figured it, we thought
we had the edge on them. We had a
couple of swing bouts that we didn’t
get. They went their way, and that’s
why they beat us tonight,” Cougar
Head Coach Darren Torsone said af-
ter the match.

The evening was more than just a

showdown between two strong wres-
tling rivals that matched up relatively
evenly. Prior to the match and after
“Senior Night” ceremonies, a tribute
to long-time CHS wrestling coach
and standout wrestler for Roselle Park
Herb Farrell, who passed away at age
89, was given by his son Jim.

After a moment of silence, the
match began at the 103-lb. class where
Panther John DeVito recorded a
single-leg takedown and “clawed” his
way to pin Ryan Espuga in 30 sec-
onds with a half nelson.

Then came the first swing bout of
the evening. Cougar Mike
Helmstetter, who placed fourth in the
Union County Tournament (UCT) at
112-lbs. pranced onto the mat to face
Giovanni Ramirez, who placed sec-
ond in the UCT.

Helmstetter got the jump early in
the first period with a lateral drop
takedown and used a tight waist and
Gable maneuver to control Ramirez
for the remainder of the period. After
a scoreless second period, Helmstetter

escaped to take a 3-0 lead, but Ramirez
followed with a takedown.
Helmstetter escaped, but Ramirez
caught him off-guard and took him to
the mat and locked him in a cradle
near-fall to snatch a 7-4 victory.

“He got outwrestled in the last pe-
riod. He has got to wrestle all three
periods,” Coach Torsone said.

But the outcome of the entire match
was more than just the results of a
swing bout or two. Coach Torsone
and Panther Head Coach John Ranieri
were involved in a chess match in an
effort to dodge each team’s best wres-
tlers, and the first move came in the

next bout at 119 lbs.
Cougar Joe Giaccio, the UCT

champ at 119 lbs., bumped up to 125
lbs., while Panther Dan Pisauro, sec-
ond in the UCT at 125 lbs., slipped
down to 119 lbs. to face Cougar Corey
Birch. After a series of takedowns,
Pisauro threw Birch to his back with
a head-and-arm takedown in 4:35 to
up the team score to 15-0. Giaccio
took care of business and had a 7-0
lead on Fred Luna before showing
him the lights in 3:15 with a hook
throw to a front arm bar.

“They did the smart thing. They
stayed away from our tough kids, and
it worked out for them in the end,”
Coach Torsone said.

Cougar Ian Henry, third in the UCT
at 125 lbs., bumped up to 130 lbs. and
pummeled Matt Swain with a barrage
of takedowns, which included two
barrel rolls and a Japanese whizzer, a
Spread Eagle near-fall and another
near-fall to record a 20-3, 5:44 tech-
nical fall.

“The team needed bonus points

tonight, so I was trying to score as
many points as I could. Then I tried to
take him out at the end, but it didn’t
happen. At least, I got five for the
team,” Henry explained.

UCT 130-lb. champ, Kyle
Markovitch, expecting to have a battle
with Panther Nick Longo, second in
the UCT at 135 lbs., bumped up to
that weight class, only to see Panther
Phil Woods enter the mat. Markovitch
punished him with several power half
nelsons before sticking Woods with a
front stretcher in 3:28 to give the
Cougars a 17-15 lead. Longo pinned
Eric Knight at 140 lbs. with a half

nelson, also in 3:28.
Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, second

in the UCT at 145 lbs., expected to
face Jon Acosta, third in the UCT at
that weight. Instead, DiGiovanni
pinned Zach Fahoury with a leg, half
nelson in 3:17. The next bout at 152-
lbs., however, almost turned the tables
on the outcome of the entire match.
Acosta began with a takedown, but
Jim Dwyer pulled off a slick standing
Granby roll and nearly pinned him.
The battle went back-and-forth, but
Acosta scored a takedown late in the
third period to snatch a 10-8 decision.

“He wrestled a great match. He got
put on his back, which took a lot out
of him. In the end, it went back to
Roselle Park’s favor, but we knew he
could wrestle with that kid,” Coach
Torsone said.

“That was a really exciting match.
In the first period, as soon as he got
that reversal which he almost pinned,
I thought that really changed his con-
fidence. He wrestled a great match,”
Henry said. “It was probably the best

CLASSIFIEDS
HENRY RECORDS TECH FALL; ELKHOURY, COUGAR ‘BIG 4’ RECORD PINS

Roselle Park Panthers Edge Cougars
In Matmen Clash of ‘Cats’ Fight, 42-35

match he wrestled all season.”
Cougar JP Christiano (UCT champ

at 160-lbs) wasted little time pinning
Steve Loevsky in 1:10 with a cradle
to give Cranford a 29-24 lead, but
Panther Vic Pozsonyi, ranked fifth in
the state at 171 lbs., performed a pair
of right-side single-leg takedowns, a
navy ride stack near-fall and a left-
side, short arm drag before pinning
Cory Markovitch with a walkover
arm bar in 3:43.

“Vic has been getting after it in
practice and in the weight room. So
he’s on the right track to take the next
step. He is technically sound in all
areas. He does have a good top game,
along with a very good bottom, and
he is obviously good on his feet. He is
a well-rounded wrestler,” Panther
Head Coach John Ranieri said.

After Panther Connor Gabriel
pinned Rob Kessler in 2:38 with a
half nelson at 189 lbs., Panther Luis
Galindo pinned Jeff Weiss in 1:36
with a half nelson at 215 lbs. to make
the team score, 42-29, with one bout
remaining where Cougar Ray El-
Khoury pinned heavyweight Marc
Signorello in 1:48.

“Ray really has learned how to wrestle
the last month or so. So we put him in the
lineup,” Coach Torsone commented.

“As far as the team is concerned,
we have a very good team chemistry.
We have good, strong leadership. A
lot of our veteran guys came through
tonight. There’s five freshmen in that
lineup. That’s pretty impressive that
we can still compete at the level we
have with five freshmen in the lineup,”
Coach Ranieri said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — DeVito (R) p Espuga, :30
112: — Ramirez (R) d Helmstetter, 7-4
119: — Pisauro (R) p Birch, 4:35
125: — Giaccio (C) p Luna, 3:15
130: — Henry (C) tf Swain, 20-3, 5:44
135: — Markovitch (C) p Woods, 3:28
140: — Longo (R) p Knight, 3:28
145: — DiGiovanni (C) p Fahoury, 3:17
152: — Acosta (R) d Dwyer, 10-8
160: — Christiano (C) p Lovesky, 1:10
171: — Pozsonyi (R) p Markovitch, 3:43
189: — Gabriel (R) p Kessler, 2:38
215: — Galinda (R) p Weiss, 1:36
Hwt: — El-Khoury (C) p Signorello, 1:48

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE NEAR-FALL…Cougar Kyle Markovitch, top, begins to set up a Navy Ride on Panther Phil Woods in  the
135-lb bout against Roselle Park on February 3 in Cranford. Markovitch pinned Woods in 3:28. The Panthers won, 42-35.

Raider Cagers Topple
Hilltoppers, 61-45

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team toppled
Summit, 61-45, in Scotch Plains on
February 3. The 10-7 Raiders over-
came a 39-33 deficit with a 28-6
sprint in the fourth quarter.

Senior Aysia Peterson scored 22
points and grabbed 19 rebounds. Tay-
lor Sebolao sank 12 points, Tara
Sweeney put up 11 points, and Evie
Klotz had nine points, including a
pair of three-pointers. Rebecca Oliver
had four points and Renee Oliver had
three points.
Summit 12 12 15   6 45
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17 10   6 28 61

See Cranford Online
For More Photos

OPEN HOUSE 103 AYLIFFE

**103 Ayliffe Ave, Corner of
Central*** OPEN HOUSE

Move in condition. Priced to sell.
Goregous 2 bedroom 2 full bath
ranch.  Totally updated with
granite counter kitchen center
island, new windows, roof,
4 season porch, new floors, 1 Car
attached garage, corner lot with
private yard. Asking $439,335.
Open Sunday 2/13/2011 1P-4P

Call Jay with questions.
(917) 602-1342

READ, WRITE & PLAY

Literacy Coach & Experienced
Kindergarten Teacher now offer-
ing Reading Readiness Skills and
Reading Enrichment Sessions for
students Pre School - Elemen-
tary. Guaranteed fun & effective!

Please call Trish at
(908) 347-2812 or email me at

readwriteandplay@comcast.net

BIG MOVING SALE!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH
9-1PM

774 Knollwood Terrace
(off Shackamaxon Drive)

PRICED TO SELL: treadmill,
weights, leather sofas, recliners,
end tables, dressers, patio
furniture, lawn equipment,
snowblower, kitchen appliances,
tools, books and more.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield. Attractive 2 BR duplex
near town & transp. D/W, W/D,
HWd Flrs, CAC. Garage.

$1750/mo. No Fee.
(908) 568-1217

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

TUTOR

Practicing trial lawyer with college
concentration in English and minor
in American History offers tutoring
to middle and high school
students. Call (908) 233-6661
(day); (908) 232-9088 (night)

SNOW STACKING

Attention small parking lots & large
driveway owners; let us come in &
stack snow to allow you to regain
valuable lot space!!! Call for
scheduling (908) 296-2809

NANNY / BABYSITTER

Westfield nanny seeking addi-
tional hours. Available Tuesday /
Thursday / weekends. Has own
car, english speaking, references
available. Contact Collette

(908) 265-1806

Lance Calls for High Court
To Rule on Healthcare Lawsuit

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has an-
nounced that he will introduce a mea-
sure next week that asks the U.S.
Supreme Court to rule expeditiously
on the controversial health care over-
haul signed into law by President
Barack Obama last year.

“The U.S. Supreme Court should
quickly decide the constitutionality
of the disputed health care reform
law,” Mr. Lance said. “Whether you
support or oppose the new law we
should all agree that a prompt resolu-
tion is needed and necessary to bring
certainty in this area.”

In a case jointly involving 26 states,
a federal judge in Florida ruled that
the health care law unconstitutional.
That decision came on the heels of a
December ruling by a U.S. District
judge in Virginia that the require-

ment for individuals to buy health
insurance was, “an unprecedented and
unconstitutional expansion of fed-
eral power beyond Congress’ author-
ity to regulate interstate commerce.”

In total four district court cases
challenging health reform have been
heard: Two found the Affordable Care
Act constitutional, two did not.

“I believe it is in our nation’s best
interest that the highest court rule
expeditiously rather than face poten-
tially years of litigation on this im-
portant matter,” Mr. Lance concluded.

Reforms supported by Rep. Lance
include allowing insurance to be sold
across state lines, establishing high-
risk insurance pools, limiting frivo-
lous lawsuits and prohibiting insur-
ance companies from discriminating
on the basis of pre-existing condi-
tions.
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two swing bouts shifted drasti-
cally in the third period in favor of the
Roselle Park Panthers in a 42-35 vic-
tory over the Cranford High School
(CHS) wrestling team in Cranford on
February 3.

“The way we figured it, we thought
we had the edge on them. We had a
couple of swing bouts that we didn’t
get. They went their way, and that’s
why they beat us tonight,” Cougar
Head Coach Darren Torsone said af-
ter the match.

The evening was more than just a
showdown between two strong wres-
tling rivals that matched up relatively
evenly. Prior to the match and after
“Senior Night” ceremonies, a tribute
to long-time CHS wrestling coach
and standout wrestler for Roselle Park
Herb Farrell, who passed away at age
89, was given by his son Jim.

After a moment of silence, the
match began at the 103-lb class where
Panther John DeVito recorded a
single-leg takedown and “clawed” his
way to pin Ryan Espuga in 30 sec-
onds with a half nelson.

Then came the first swing bout of
the evening. Cougar Mike
Helmstetter, who placed fourth in the
Union County Tournament (UCT) at
112-lbs, pranced onto the mat to face
Giovanni Ramirez, who placed sec-
ond in the UCT.

Helmstetter got the jump early in

the first period with a lateral drop
takedown and used a tight waist and
Gable maneuver to control Ramirez
for the remainder of the period. After
a scoreless second period, Helmstetter
escaped to take a 3-0 lead, but Ramirez
followed with a takedown.
Helmstetter escaped, but Ramirez
caught him off-guard and took him to
the mat and locked him in a cradle to
snatch a 7-4 victory.

“He got outwrestled in the last pe-
riod. He has got to wrestle all three
periods,” Coach Torsone said.

But the outcome of the entire match
was more than just the results of a
swing bout or two. Coach Torsone
and Panther Head Coach John Ranieri
were involved in a chess match in an
effort to dodge each team’s best wres-
tlers, and the first move came in the
next bout at 119-lbs.

Cougar Joe Giaccio, the UCT
champ at 119-lbs, bumped up to 125-
lbs, while Panther Dan Pisauro, sec-
ond in the UCT at 125-lbs, slipped
down to 119-lbs to face Cougar Corey
Birch. After a series of takedowns,
Pisauro threw Birch to his back with
a head-and-arm takedown in 4:35 to
up the team score to 15-0. Giaccio
took care of business and had a 7-0
lead on Fred Luna before showing
him the lights in 3:15 with a hook
throw to a front arm bar.

“They did the smart thing. They
stayed away from our tough kids, and
it worked out for them in the end,”
Coach Torsone said.

Cougar Ian Henry, third in the UCT
at 125-lbs, bumped up to 130-lbs and
pummeled Matt Swain with a barrage
of takedowns, which included two
barrel rolls and a Japanese whizzer, a
Spread Eagle near-fall and another
near-fall to record a 20-3, 5:44 tech-
nical fall.

“The team needed bonus points
tonight, so I was trying to score as
many points as I could. Then I tried to
take him out at the end, but it didn’t
happen. At least, I got five for the
team,” Henry explained.

UCT 130-lb champ, Kyle
Markovitch, expecting to have a battle
with Panther Nick Longo, second in
the UCT at 135-lbs, bumped up to
that weight class, only to see Panther
Phil Woods enter the mat. Markovitch
punished him with several power half
nelsons before sticking Woods with a
front stretcher in 3:28 to give the
Cougars a 17-15 lead. Longo pinned
Eric Knight at 140-lbs with a half
nelson, also in 3:28.

Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, second
in the UCT at 145-lbs, expected to
face Jon Acosta, third in the UCT at
that weight. Instead, DiGiovanni
pinned Zach Fahoury with a leg, half
nelson in 3:17. The next bout at 152-
lbs, however, almost turned the tables
on the outcome of the entire match.

HENRY GRABS TECH FALL; ELKHOURY, GIACCIO, DiGIOVANNI, KYLE MARKOVITCH, CHRISTIANO RECORD PINS

Park Panthers Edge Cougars In Matmen ‘Cat’ Fight, 42-35
Acosta began with a takedown, but
Jim Dwyer pulled off a slick standing
Granby roll and nearly pinned him.
The battle went back-and-forth, but
Acosta scored a takedown late in the
third period to snatch a 10-8 deci-
sion.

“He wrestled a great match. He got
put on his back, which took a lot out
of him. In the end, it went back to
Roselle Park’s favor, but we knew he
could wrestle with that kid,” Coach
Torsone said.

“That was a really exciting match.
In the first period, as soon as he got
that reversal which almost pinned, I
thought that really changed his confi-
dence. He wrestled a great match,”
Henry said. “It was probably the best
match he wrestled all season.”

Cougar JP Christiano (UCT champ
at 160-lbs) wasted little time pinning
Steve Loevsky in 1:10 with a cradle
to give Cranford a 29-24 lead, but
Panther Vic Pozsonyi, ranked fifth in
the state at 171-lbs, performed a pair
of right-side single-leg takedowns, a
navy ride stack near-fall and a left-
side, short arm drag before pinning
Cory Markovitch with a walkover
arm bar in 3:43.

“Vic has been getting after it in
practice and in the weight room. So
he’s on the right track to take the next
step. He is technically sound in all
areas. He does have a good top game,

along with a very good bottom, and
he is obviously good on his feet. He
is a well-rounded wrestler,” Panther
Head Coach John Ranieri said.

After Panther Connor Gabriel
pinned Rob Kessler in 2:38 with a
half nelson at 189-lbs, Panther Luis

Galindo pinned Jeff Weiss in 1:36
with a half nelson at 215-lbs to make
the team score, 42-29, with one bout
remaining where Cougar Ray El-
Khoury pinned heavyweight Marc
Signorello in 1:48.

“Ray really has learned how to
wrestle the last month or so. So we
put him in the lineup,” Coach Torsone
commented.

“As far as the team is concerned,
we have a very good team chemistry.
We have good, strong leadership. A
lot of our veteran guys came through
tonight. There’s five freshmen in that
lineup. That’s pretty impressive that
we can still compete at the level we

have with five freshmen in the lineup,”
Coach Ranieri said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — DeVito (R) p Espuga, :30
112: — Ramirez (R) d Helmstetter, 7-4
119: — Pisauro (R) p Birch, 4:35
125: — Giaccio (C) p Luna, 3:15
130: — Henry (C) tf Swain, 20-3, 5:44
135: — Markovitch (C) p Woods, 3:28
140: — Longo (R) p Knight, 3:28
145: — DiGiovanni (C) p Fahoury, 3:17
152: — Acosta (R) d Dwyer, 10-8
160: — Christiano (C) p Lovesky, 1:10
171: — Pozsonyi (R) p Markovitch, 3:43
189: — Gabriel (R) p Kessler, 2:38
215: — Galinda (R) p Weiss, 1:36
Hwt: — El-Khoury (C) p Signorello, 1:48

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Make your advertising reservations now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw

2011
Our 39th Annual Edition

WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

February 4-19, 2011
Fridays & Saturdays @ 8p 

Sunday 2/13 @ 2p

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
www.cdctheatre.org

78 Winans Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

See More Wrestling
On Next Page

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO TURN A PANTHER…Cougar Joe Giaccio, top, begins to immobilize Panther Fred Luna with an arm bar and
wrist control in his 125-lb bout. Giaccio pinned Luna in 3:15.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMOTHERING A PANTHER’S HEAD…Cougar Matt DiGiovanni smothers Panther Zach Fahoury’s head en route to a
pin in 3:17 at 145-lbs. DiGiovanni had a 7-0 lead at the time of the fall.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HANGING ONTO THE FOOT…Cougar Mike Helmstetter, top, hangs onto Panther Giovanni Ramirez’s foot in his 112-
lb bout. Ramirez scored five points in the waning seconds to snatch a 7-4 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO SEVER RELATIONSHIPS…Cougar Kyle Markovitch, right, puts Panther Phil Woods in dire straits with a
single grapevine and a semi-guillotine in the 135-lb bout. Markovitch pinned Woods in 3:28.

Story is also in The Westfield Leader Printed Portion

Cougar Matmen Defeat
Elizabeth Minutemen, 69-3

See story in February 17 Issue
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

District tournaments begin on Fri-
day, February 18, and end on Satur-
day, February 19, so wrestlers across
New Jersey must refine their skills to
advance to the next level, the regional
championships.

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team tacked on a pair of victo-
ries with a 52-22 settling of the New
Providence Pioneers and a 48-24 tam-
ing of the Linden Tigers in a tri-
match in Westfield on February 4.
The Tigers also defeated the Pio-
neers, 51-24.

Blue Devil senior Christian Bar-
ber added a pair of wins via pin to
boost his season record to 26-0 and
his career record to 94, but just five
days before, he had his biggest vic-
tory to date with a 5-3 decision over
third-ranked (Coaches Association
Poll) Connor Brennan of Brick at
the All-Star Invitational at Brick on
January 30.

“It was a great experience going
down there in front of a big crowd. I
was not getting much competition
around this area. [We are] trying to
get different kids. I knew it was going
to be a good match, obviously, going
into it,” Barber said.

His bout with Brennan did get quite
interesting toward to end.

“Second period, I got an escape,

and with two seconds left I got a
takedown [single leg] on the line. I
thought that was probably the high-
light of the match. In the third period,
I gave up a takedown. I wasn’t too
proud about that, but I fought for the
win. I didn’t wrestle my best, but I
wrestled well,” Barber said. “He was
a tough kid. I thought I wrestled well
the first five-and-a-half minutes. The
last 30 seconds, I slipped a little bit,
but I came out with the win. I am
happy about that.”

The Blue Devils faced the Pioneers
in the first match, and fell behind, 6-
0, when Tim Terrezza pinned An-
thony Aldana with one second re-
maining in the 119-lbs bout. Next,
Blue Devils Pat Currie (125-lbs)
chalked up a 10-4 victory over Dave

Dinerman and Keith Peterson (130-
lbs) defeated Dan Smith, 4-1.

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku (135-lbs)
recorded a stack pin in 2:48 over Joe
Cirrocca at 135-lbs.  Blue Devil Colin
Barber (145-lbs) settle Jeff San
Filippo in 2:55 with an arm bar, half
nelson. Christian Barber (152-lbs)
took Luke Sammarone to his back to
record a fall in 1:11.

Blue Devil Mike DeLuisa (160-
lbs) recorded a 13-3, majority deci-
sion over Vince Sidoli. Pioneer Max
Sidoli claimed a 9-1, majority deci-
sion over Erik Gozdieski at 171-lbs.
Westfield’s Kieran Cline caught Steve
Bremer out of position and pinned
him in 4:19 at 215-lbs. Pioneer heavy-
weight Zach Troutman used an under
half nelson to pin Kyle Kania in 1:15.
At 112-lbs, Blue Devil Nick Velez
bounced Adrial Lazaro with a pair of
takedowns, a Saturday Night ride
near-fall and a two-on-one tilt near-
fall before recording a fall in 4:32.

The Linden Tigers went to work on
the Pioneers and claimed victories in
nine of the 14 weight classes. The
highlight bout of the match was be-
tween heavyweights Austin Frank and
Pioneer Troutman, ranked third in
the state.

Frank, also one of the best wres-
tlers in the region, nearly pulled off
the big upset when he took Troutman
to his back with a takedown but could
not hold him in that position long
enough to get back points. Troutman
responded with a reversal. In the sec-
ond period, Troutman added a stand-
ing forward roll reversal, and Frank
escaped. Frank added an escape to tie
the bout midway through the third
period, but neither wrestler seemed
to have the energy to go on the attack
as the bout extended into overtime.

“We were both dancing around a
little bit, trying to catch our breath.
Those first two periods were so in-
tense. We both had stall calls,” Frank
said.

In the standing overtime period,
referee Roy Dragon issued a double

warning, awarding each competitor a
penalty point. Troutman had the down
position in the ensuing 30-second
period and managed to pull off a split
leg catch with a sit-back lever to put
Frank on his back for a quick fall.

“I thought I had him in that first
period when he tried getting that
takedown, and I scrambled through it
and got him on his back. It was just a
good match. We both wrestled tough
all the way through. He is a valid
opponent. Whenever I see him, it’s
always a good match. I hope to see
him in the regions,” Frank said.

Westfield’s match with Linden be-
gan at 130-lbs, and fireworks sparked,
but Tiger Adrian Betancourt snatched
a 10-8 thriller over Peterson. Diego
Attaca followed at 135-lbs when he
clamped Reece Zakarin with a cradle
in 2:37. Opoku brought with him an
arsenal of takedowns and near-falls
to claim a 16-1, 5:44 technical fall
over Lamar Cooper at 140-lbs.

At 145-lbs, Colin Barber used an
arm bar, half nelson to silence Edgar
Bolasco in 2:50. Christian Barber
racked up four takedowns, including
a slick duck under, and a double arm
bar near-fall before rocking Keith
Simpson to La La Land in a cradle in
4:34 at 152-lbs.

Tiger Travis Foster returned the
favor with a fall in 2:50 at 160-lbs
then Gozdieski caught Tiger Terrence
Tiller with a barrel roll to a fall in 1:34
at 171-lbs. Cline amassed five
takedowns at 189-lbs, which led to a
13-4, majority decision over Tiger
Bob Clark. Gibbons’ reversal in the
second period held up for a 2-1 vic-
tory over Chris Gonzalez at 215-lbs.
Heavyweight Frank pinned Kania
with a half nelson in 3:46.

Kalimtzis pinned Nick Tekula in
54 second with an arm bar, half nelson
at 103-lbs. At 112-lbs, Velez clamped
Josh Sheehy in a cradle in 1:01. In the
final bout, Tiger Dan Tibere held on
for a 1-0 decision over Currie.
WESTFIELD 52, N. PROVIDENCE 22:

119: — Terrezza (N) p Aldano, 5:59
125: — Currie (W) d Dinerman, 10-4
130: — Peterson (W) d Smith, 4-1
135: — Opoku (W) p Cirrocca, 2:48
140: — Jeff Jankow (N) won forfeit
145: — Colin Barber (W) p San Filippo,
2:55
152: — Christian Barber (W) p
Sammarone, 1:11
160: — DeLuisa (W) md Vin Sidoli, 13-3
171: — Max Sidoli (N) md Gozdieski, 9-1
189: — Luke Gibbons (W) won forfeit
215: — Cline (W) p Bremer, 4:19
Hwt: — Troutman (N) p Kania, 1:15
103: — Mike Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
112: — Velez (W) p Lazaro, 4:37

WESTFIELD 48, LINDEN 24:
130: — Betancourt (L) d Peterson, 10-8
135: — Attaca (L) p Zakarin, 2:37
140: — Opoku (W) tf Cooper, 16-1 5:49
145: — Colin Barber (W) p Bolasco,
2:50
152: — Christian Barber (W) p Simpson,
4:34
160: — Foster (L) p DeLuisa, 2:50
171: — Gozdieski (W) p Tiller, 1:34
189: — Cline (W) md Clark, 13-4
215: — Gibbons (W) d Gonzalez, 2-1
Hwt: — Frank (L) p Kania, 3:46
103: — Kalimtzis (W) p Tekula, :54
112: — Velez (W) p Sheehy, 1:01
119: — Aldana (W) won forfeit
125: — Tibere (L) d Currie, 1-0

LINDEN 51, NEW PROVIDENCE 24:
125: — Dinerman (N) d Tibere (L), 8-6
130: — Betancourt (L) d Smith, 5-1
135: — Attaca (L) p Cirrocca, 4:43
140: — Cooper (L) p Jankow, 5:03
145: — Rotola (L) p SanFilippo, 0:45
152: — Simpson (L) p Sammarone, 1:49
160: — Foster (L) p Vince Sidoli, 1:53
171: — Max Sidoli (N) won forfeit
189: — Clark (L) won forfeit
215: — Bremer (N) d Gonzalez, 10-5
Hwt: — Troutman (N) p Frank, 7:26 OT
103: — Tekula (L) p Lazaro, 1:11
112: — Sheehy (L) won forfeit
119: — Terrezza (N) p Ramiro Lopez-
Crespo, 3:10

A complete version of this
story is in the printed portion

of The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD’S BARBER LIFTS RECORD TO 26-0; LINDEN’S FRANK, PIONEER TROUTMAN BATTLE TO 2ND O.T.

WF Matmen Settles Pioneers, Tigers; Linden Tops Pioneers
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** Cougar Snacks: **

Lady Cougars Flatten
Hillside Cagers, 55-44
The Cranford High School girls

basketball team improved to 13-5
with a 55-44 flattening of Hillside in
Hillside on February 3. Sophomore
Jess McCoy bucketed 15 points, in-
cluding six free throws, and junior
Morgan Miller put up 13 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer. Sara Gugliucci
and Carly Maucione each sank six
points. Jenna Goeller scored four
points, and Kate McGovern scored
three points.

Farmer Cagers Defeat
Cougar Boys, 57-43

The Union High School boys bas-
ketball team caged the Cranford Cou-
gars, 57-43, in Cranford on February
3. The 9-7 Farmers held Cougar scor-
ing ace Sean Trotter to just five points,
including one 3-pointer.

Sophomore Reggie Green led the
Cougars with 16 points, and Sean
Babos sank 10 points, including two
3-pointers. Eric Garguilo netted eight
points, including a pair of 3-pointers,
while Bryan Fitzsimmons and Kurt
Rutmayer each had two points.
Union 13 19   8 17 57
Cranford   5 17 11 10 43

Cougar Swimmers Top
Union Catholic, 113-57

The Cranford High School swim
team defeated Union Catholic, 113-
57, on February 7. The Cougars
touched first in all 11 events.

Zach Fried, Jen Heine, Evan
Brawley and Lucas Jayne won the
200-yard medley relay. Nick Kalifatis
won the 200-freestyle. Brian Leu won
the 200-individual medley. Eric
Walano touched first in the 50-
freestyle. Fried won the 100-butter-
fly. Dmitriy Kotov touched first in
the 100-freestyle. Owen Vaughn won
the 500-freestyle. Rob Lento, Walano,
Andrew Schneider and Brian Woo
won the 200-free relay. Woo won the
100-backstroke. Kathleen French
took first in the 100-breaststroke. Josh
Peeples, Sam Scher, Gabriel Nino
and Matt Ghiretti touched first in the
400-free relay.

Probitas Verus Honos

Cougar Cagers Jolt
Lady Highlanders

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team, leading 22-21 after
three quarters, opened up with a 15-
8 run in the final quarter to jolt the
Governor Livingston Highlanders,
37-29, in Cranford on February 4.

Sophomore forward Kate
McGovern put in 10 points for the
14-5 Cougars, while Jess McCoy
scored nine points and pulled seven
rebounds. Morgan Miller scored
seven points, including a 3-pointer.
Jenna Goeller and Sara Gugliucci
each had four points, Carly Maucione
had two points and Mairead McKeary
contributed one point. Mallory
George led the 13-3 Highlanders with
13 points.
Gov. Livingston 10   5   6   8 29
Cranford   7   8   7 15 37

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Justin Dinspechin, a freshman fencer, recently finished first in the New Jersey
District 2 Sectionals as an independent fencer in the Saber Division. He became interested in fencing by watching Star Wars
movies when he was very young.

GL Matmen Edge
Raritan in Sections

The Governor Livingston High
School wrestling team edged No. 16
Raritan, 28-25, in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 2 tournament in
Berkeley Heights on February 7 to
advance to the semifinals to face 10th-
ranked Brearley. The 15-1 Highland-
ers trailed, 25-18, with two bouts
remaining, but Mike Stepien (135-
lbs) recorded a fall, and Joe Hoy
(140-lbs) recorded a 13-2, majority
decision to seal the deal.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
145: — Brian French (R) d Vic Orozco, 5-3
152: — Bryan Sobol (G) d Steve Corona,
6-5
160: — Joe Masi (R) d Pat Eichner, 6-1
171: — Ryan Lynch (R) p Shane Haddad,
1:55
189: — Zach Heissler (G) d Vic Ianello, 5-3
215: — Matt O’Sullivan (G) d Nick Rice, 5-4
Hwt: — Adam Daniels (R) d Anthony
Manganiello, 3-2 OT
103: — Jon Mele (G) d Matt Lindo, 11-4
112: — Ryne Morrison (G) d Vin Masi, 5-3
119: — Anthony DeFranco (G) d An-
thony Scarcella, 6-3
125: — Nick Liquori (R) md Ryan Hoy, 14-4
130: — Jason Bohal (R) p Linton Benitez,
3:51
135: — Stepien (G) p Devil Holmes, 1:37
140: — Hoy (G) md Connor McGrath, 13-2

215 South Avenue East
Westfield NJ  908-789-1777

any car wash

Complete
Detail

Full Service
Car Wash

Includes: Oil Filter, up to 5 Qts. Oil,
16 Point Check, Fill All Fluids, Cartridge Filter Extra

*Most Cars *Cannot Combine Coupons

Full Service Oil Change

FREE Plus

“THE ONLY QUICK LUBE IN TOWN!”

expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 off

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

$25.00
OFF

expires 4/20/11

$24.95+ Tax

*

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A DEFINITE CLASH OF THE TITANS…Linden Tiger heavyweight Austin Frank, top, uses a far-leg, far-ankle
breakdown to get New Providence Pioneer Zack Troutman to the mat. Troutman, ranked third in the state, won a thriller
in overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO GET THE PIN…Westfield Blue Devil Keith Peterson, top, attempts to pin Linden Tiger Adrian
Betancourt in the third period of his 130-lb bout. Betancourt struggled out of his situation and held on to pull out a 10-8
decision.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/3/11, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 22 EB, From Vauxhall Road to Highland Avenue, Safety Improvement
Contract No. 056098005; Union Township, Union County;

Federal Project No: STP-0040(172) UPC NO: 098005; DP No: 11101
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of

Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/10/11, 2/17/11 and 2/24/11, The Leader Fee: $177.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on February
23rd at 7:30 p.m. at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 250 – 256 South Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as
Block 64 Lots 7 & 8, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by 250 South
Avenue Fanwood Urban Renewal, LLC.
The property is located in the downtown
redevelopment area as designated by the
Redevelopment Plan for Downtown
Fanwood, Adopted: February 25, 2005,
Fourth Revision: Adopted December 14,
2010 (“Redevelopment Plan”).

The applicant requests site plan ap-
proval for a 42,372 square foot mixed use
building with 24 residential apartments
above first floor retail space, which re-
quires a deviation from the Redevelop-
ment Plan where the proposed pedestrian
walkway to the south of the building is 12
feet wide and the Redevelopment Plan
requires a minimum of 14 feet width.

Redevelopment Plan Deviation Re-
quested: width of pedestrian alley to south
of building; Required: 14 feet min. Present:
N/A. Proposed: 12 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8 AM – 4 PM,
Monday through Friday) from the Secre-
tary of the Planning Board at the Adminis-
tration Office of the Borough of Fanwood
at 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the Rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant:
250 South Avenue Urban Renewal, LLC

Attorney for Applicants:
David A. Checchio, Esq.
10 Shawnee Drive
Watchung, New Jersey, 07069
1 T - 2/10/11, The Times Fee: $46.41

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Mayor and Council of the
Town of Westfield for a place-to-place
transfer (expansion of premises) of Club
License 2020-31-019-001 owned by Mar-
tin Wallberg Post 3, The American Legion
Inc., 1003 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

The persons who hold an interest in this
license are:

Bill Maines, 78 Tussel Ln, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076, Commander

Jim Kane, 218 Grove St., Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, Junior Vice Com-
mander

Pete Hogaboom, 759 Carleton Rd,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, Adjudant

Ralph Douglas, 20 Fenimore Dr., Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, Financial Of-
ficer

Jeff Peterson, 1517 Summit Terr., Lin-
den, New Jersey 07036, Sgt at Arms

Bob D’arecca, 24 Cowperthwaite Sq.,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, Chaplin

Walter Ridge, 214 Grove St., Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, Historian

Bill Kessinger, 2241 Lyde Pl., Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, Service Officer

Bob Kopnicki, 2411 Seneca Rd, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, Judge Advo-
cate General

Fred Wening, 1542 Ramapo Way,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, Flag
Officer

Plans of the proposed licensed premises
may be examined at the office of the
Municipal Clerk.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to Claire J. Gray, Mu-
nicipal Clerk of the Town of Westfield, at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Martin Wallberg Post 3,
The American Legion Inc.
1003 North Avenue West

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
1 T - 2/10/11
& 2/17/11, The Leader Fee: $83.64

SWEATERS INTO MITTENS…Nicole Fullop of the Salvation Army in Plainfield,
accepts 50 pairs of wooled mittens made from old sweaters by volunteers at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. Project Chairwoman Cena Pollitt, right, deliv-
ered the mittens. “Mittens from Old Sweaters” was part of the Martin Luther
King Day of Service January 17, during which 104 pairs of mittens were made.
Other recipients included The Relief Bus in Elizabeth and the Agape Clothes
Closet through The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

...The Weather last week in Westfield - Courtesy of Peter Geary

UCC to Celebrate Black History
Month With Musical Celebration

CRANFORD - On Wednesday,
February 16, in observation of Black
History Month, Union County Col-
lege will host a day of events includ-
ing participation in the 22nd Annual
African American Read-In, soul food,
an African-American market, and a
concert with the Newark Boys Cho-
rus and the North Jersey Philhar-
monic Glee Club, during the 8th An-
nual Frederick Douglass Birthday
Celebration.

All events will be held on the Cranford
campus located at 1033 Springfield
Avenue and are open to the public.

The day will begin at 10:15 a.m. in
the Roy Smith Theater, where mem-
bers of the college community will
participate in the 22nd National Afri-
can American Read-In. This year’s
theme is, “The Black Family.” Musi-
cal accompaniment will be provided
by folksinger Kevin Kane and April
Ruffin.

Soul food will be served in the
cafeteria, with a large selection of
menu choices from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
and cafeteria prices will apply.

In the Victor M. Richel Student
Commons, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., will
be an African American Market in-
cluding vendors selling all types of
products. For those interested in hav-
ing a vendor table, please contact
Loren Ventrice at (908) 709-7579 or
e-mail ventrice@ucc.edu.

The highlight of the evening, the

Annual Dolores Collins Benjamin
Memorial Concert, will feature The
Newark Boys Chorus, who will per-
form along with the North Jersey
Philharmonic Glee Club. Together
they will perform songs such as “This
Little Light of Mine” and “Let There
Be Music”. The performance will
begin at 7 p.m.

The day’s events are sponsored by
the Union County College Black Stu-
dent Heritage Organization, Union
County College Economics/Govern-
ment/History Department, and the
Union County College Student Gov-
ernment Association.

PEAK Program
Applications Due

MOUNTAINSIDE - Applications
to enroll your child in P.E.A.K., a
pre-school program available to chil-
dren of Mountainside residents who
will be four-years old on, or before,
October 1, 2011 are now being ac-
cepted. Students are selected through
a lottery system. Classes will be held
at Beechwood School.

Visit the homepage of the district
website at mountainsideschools.org
for an application.

All applications must be returned
by Tuesday, February 22,
to Lynne Ciasulli at Beechwood
School, 1497 Woodacres Drive,
Mountainside, 07092.

SAGE Eldercare Requests
Donations For Resale Shop

SUMMIT - The SAGE Eldercare
Resale Shop is facing an unusual
situation for a thrift shop – plenty of
shoppers, but a severe shortage of
donations.

“We have had so many generous
donations over the years, but lately
the stream has slowed to a trickle,”
said Manager Rose Rittweger. “We
are in need of everything from cloth-
ing to furniture.”

Due to new government regulations,
the resale shop can no longer accept
toys or baby items, but other dona-
tions are welcome. Items currently
needed include furniture, housewares,

china, linens, jewelry, clothing, bric-
a-brac, collectibles and books.

“We have a lot of shoppers,” Ms.
Rittweger said. “The tight economy
has caused more people to turn to
thrift shops for the things they need,
and we’re glad to be here for them,
but we need more donations in order
to continue meeting that need.”

Proceeds from thrift shop sales are
used to help fund SAGE Eldercare’s
programs and services. The shop cur-
rently provides funding for the Spend-
A-Day Adult Day Care Center,
HomeCare, InfoCare, Bill Paying
Service, Small Home Repair Service,
Fall Prevention and Shopping Ser-
vice programs, all of which SAGE
offers to residents of Summit and the
surrounding areas.

“We get donations of all kinds, of-
ten from homes that are being com-
pletely cleaned out or people who
have just decided they have more stuff
than they need,” said Ms. Rittweger.
“And of course, we’re always glad to
get new or one-of-a-kind items.”

Anyone who donates will receive a
tax-deductible gift receipt. Located
at 31B Chatham Road in Summit, the
resale shop is open Monday through
Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For
more information, call (908) 273-
5564 or visit sageeldercare.org.

New Jersey’s Small Business
Progress Is Encouraging

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIM PICKINS...Winter is not what it’s quacked up to be at Mindowaskin Park
in Westfield.

By Asw. Nancy Muñoz
Summit, (R-LD21)

AREA - Progress can be measured
in many ways. It can be defined as a
forward movement or gradual better-
ment. In New Jersey, there are several
signs that indicate our economic cli-
mate for small businesses is improv-
ing. But the truth is we have just
started to scratch the surface on bet-
tering our state’s reputation for at-
tracting and retaining entrepreneurs.

Over the last several years, Demo-
crats have enacted 115 tax and fee
increases. The impact of these poli-
cies was harmful during the period of
national economic growth, but it was
disastrous to businesses when the
“Great Recession” began in Decem-
ber 2007.

When Governor Chris Christie took
office a year ago, he promised to help
change the relationship between the
business community and government.
He created the Red Tape Review
Group, and it is now a permanent
commission as of September. It is a
prime example of the administration’s
commitment to improving the dy-
namic between the public and private
sectors.

Identifying and changing cumber-
some and oftentimes redundant regula-
tions is one of the major goals of the
commission– headed by Lieutenant
Governor Kim Guadagno. The Lt.
Governor also spearheads the New Jer-
sey Partnership for Action, which com-
bines its business development efforts
with the Economic Development Au-
thority and Choose New Jersey.

While these initiatives strive to fos-
ter business expansion and economic
development, some policies advanced
by the Democrat controlled legisla-
ture have not. In May 2010, a bill
passed along a party line vote that
would have reinstated the increased
tax rate on small businesses with in-
comes exceeding $1 million from
8.97 percent to 10.75 percent. The
tax rate returned to the lower level in
January 2010 when the legislature
and Democrat Governor Jon Corzine
allowed it to sunset as provided by
previous legislation. Fortunately,
Governor Christie exercised his veto
authority, which was sustained by the
Republicans in the legislature.

As pointed out by the Tax Founda-
tion in its 2011 State Business Tax
Climate Index report last October,

“Taxes can have a significant impact
on an individual’s decision to be-
come a self-employed entrepreneur.
While the level of a marginal tax rate
has a negative effect on entrepreneur-
ial entry, the progressivity of the tax
also discourages entrepreneurship…
High tax rates reduce investment,
hiring, and small business income
growth.”

For the last four years, New Jersey
has ranked dead last in the Tax
Foundation’s State Business Tax Cli-
mate Index. In 2010, the state im-
proved its position by two places
partly because, as noted, the Gover-
nor vetoed an attempt by Democrats
to resurrect the tax increase on small
businesses. Many small businesses,
limited liability corporations, and
Subchapter S corporations file indi-
vidual tax returns and would have
been adversely affected by the ve-
toed legislation.

But perhaps the most important
and consistent message the Christie
administration is delivering to inves-
tors and entrepreneurs is that govern-
ment will operate by living within its
means. And if we hope to make New
Jersey a place to invest, take a risk,
and create jobs, then it is critical to let
small business owners know that tax
increases, no matter how they are
disguised, are over.

Giving the business community the
confidence they need to invest in New
Jersey will not happen overnight.
However, under the Christie Admin-
istration, there is a steady theme:
control spending and make difficult
choices that resonate with those who
create jobs.

According to the recent HSBC
Bank Small Business Confidence
Monitor, confidence among U.S.
small business owners improved two
points from the prior year, with New
Jersey being specifically noted for
fueling the improvement. This news
was augmented by the report from
the New Jersey Small Business Ad-
ministration that 237 more compa-
nies in the state received loans this
year– averaging $545,000, while the
average amount last year was
$400,000.

While no one is taking a bow for
these trends, the results are encour-
aging. And after the financial catas-
trophe that started at the end of 2007,
slow and steady progress is welcome.

NAMI Confirms Date
For ‘Circle of Friends’
WESTFIELD – The Union County

chapter of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) will hold a
“Circle of Friends” event on Tues-
day, February 22, at 7:30 p.m. It will
take place at American Legion Mar-
tin Wallberg Post. No. 3, located at
1003 North Avenue, West, in
Westfield. All are welcome.

“Circle of Friends” is a free and
informal discussion about services,
programs and techniques available to
individuals that may help them with
the problems they are facing. Partici-
pants also will have an opportunity to
meet others who are going through or
who have gone through what they are
dealing with now.

Joyce Benz, a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker and director of Inten-
sive Family Support Services for the
Union County Mental Health Asso-
ciation, will bring attendees up to
date on services available in this area.

For information, or in the event of
inclement weather, interested persons
are asked to call (908) 233-1628 or e-
mail nami.union.nj@nami.org. Ad-
ditional information about NAMI can
be found at nami-nj-uc.org.

Governor Signs Bill
On Wind Energy

TRENTON - Governor Chris
Christie took action on the following
legislation on February 3:

The following bills were signed:
S-212/ACS for A-868, 2942, allows
construction of wind dependent en-
ergy facilities on piers within 500
feet of mean high water line of tidal
waters; S-1189/A-845, establishing
“New Jersey Veterans’ Hospital Task
Force,” and S-1795/A-2736, requires
Board of Medical Examiners to take
certain actions to investigate licens-
ees.

The Governor conditionally vetoed
S-1730/A-2478, which would require
certain public officers and employ-
ees to reside in state.

Clubs, Electives Are Topics of
“Focus on Education”

WESTFIELD - This month, Focus on
Education, the TV show hosted by the
Westfield Public Schools, examines how
the school district’s offering of opportu-
nities benefit Westfield students by broad-
ening experiences, strengthening leader-
ship roles, and augmenting curriculum.

The panelists on this month’s show
include Margaret Dolan, Superintendent
of Schools; Mitchell Slater, Board of
Education member; Dan Farabaugh,
Westfield High School Social Studies
teacher and co-advisor to Model United
Nations; Jeffrey Robbins, Roosevelt In-
termediate School Science teacher and
instructor to Science Olympiad; and

Catherine McGarry, McKinley School
teacher and advisor to Early Act.

In the show’s introduction, Dr. Dolan
notes that there are more than 70 clubs
and activities at Westfield High School
and close to 70 combined in the interme-
diate schools.

The show will be aired on WHS-TV 36
and as a link on the district’s website
beginning Thursday, February 10.

The TV schedule remains: Every Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday at 2 p.m. and
6 p.m., as well as every Sunday at 2 p.m.
through early March.

It is accessible to both Verizon-Fios
and Comcast subscribers.

BH Gets Internet Threat
From Maryland Teenager

COUNTY - A Maryland teenager was
arrested last night for sending a threaten-
ing message via the Internet saying stu-
dents in Berkeley Heights were in danger
of being shot while in school, said Union
County Prosecutor Theodore J.
Romankow.

Using an Xbox Live account, the teen-
ager was able to obtain the user name and
password of a Berkeley Heights (Gover-
nor Livingston High School) student fol-
lowing an online transaction involving
the Madden NFL game, said Romankow.
The transaction was on a third party
website and not connected to either
Microsoft or the game developer.

“After obtaining this user name and
password, the Maryland teenager sent a
message to nearly 100 people, including
students at [Governor Livingston High
School] pretending to be the user,” said
Romankow. In the message, the teen said
he was going to bring a gun to school the
following day and would be shooting
fellow students. The message was sent
on January 25, at 10:48 p.m., said
Romankow.

Several concerned parents of students
notified the Berkeley Heights Police De-
partment within several hours of the mes-
sage being sent. An investigation was
immediately launched by the Berkeley
Heights Police Department who sought
additional help from the Prosecutor’s
Office High Tech Unit, said Romankow.
Detectives were able to identify the user
name and track it to a freshman student in
town. The student denied sending the
message and as user name logs came in

from Microsoft, which runs Xbox, it was
determined that the message originated
from a location in Maryland.

Members of the High Tech Unit and
Berkeley Heights Police Department trav-
eled to Maryland yesterday and worked
with local officials where they arrested
and charged the accused Maryland teen-
ager. The investigation revealed that the
teenager in question had conducted an
online transaction with the New Jersey
teen a few hours before sending the threat.

“At no time were students in Berkeley
Heights in any danger,” said Romankow.
“This appears to be a teenage prank.”
The Berkeley Heights teenager had no
previous knowledge that his user name
or password had been stolen and was not
charged in the case. “This highlights
another online danger that parents should
be aware of,” said Romankow. “There
are multiple ways teenagers today can
communicate with each other. This Ber-
keley Heights student was simply trying
to play a game, and his on line account
was used for a criminal purpose.”

Romankow urged parents and guard-
ians to get more involved with their
children’s Internet activities and to take
the time to educate themselves with the
particular programs and devices children
use to communicate with one another.
Sgt. Michael Hoose of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office High Tech Unit rou-
tinely lectures on the topic and is avail-
able for se

Romankow commended Prosecutor’s
Office Detectives Richard Gregory and
Glen Grusinski and Sgt. Joseph Williams
of the Berkeley Heights Police Depart-
ment.

The Maryland teenager will be charged
locally. He will likely be prosecuted in
Union County.

Customer Appreciation
Day At Thrift Shop

SCOTCH PLAINS – The volunteers
at The Thrift Shop, 1730 E. Second
Street cordially invite the community
for a free cup of coffee and snack on
Monday, President’s Day, February 21.
The shop will be open from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. The gesture is to let its customers
know how much they are appreciated
and valued.

If it were not for it’s loyal patrons, the
Thrift Shop could not have continued
it’s successful run for the past 37 years.
Because of the generous donations of
clothing and household items received
throughout the year by the community,
the Service League has been able to
donate over one million dollars to chari-
table organizations since it’s humble be-
ginnings.

If interested in joining our staff of
friendly volunteers, just ask any one
working that day for details.

Regular hours of the store are Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The shop is usually
closed on Mondays but will be open for
this special event. Call (908) 322-5420
for more information or directions.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUIET TIME...A Westfield mom and her daughters spend a snowy afternoon in
the library cuddled around a book after schools were closed due to ice.
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Public Invited to Preschool
Panel On February 23

SCOTCH PLAINS – Finding the
best preschool for your child can be
overwhelming with so many things
to consider. That is why the Scotch
Plains Junior Woman’s Club will
present the first annual “Preschool
Panel.”

This event will begin at 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, February 23 at the
Scotch Hills Country Club located at
820 Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
The event is free of charge and open
to the public.

Faculty and staff from 10 pre-
schools in Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Westfield will share information
about their preschools from general
information about the centers to cur-
riculum.

Each school will have a few min-
utes for a representative to talk about
their school. Then parents will have
the opportunity to talk one-on-one

with each preschool representative to
learn about the general environment
of the preschool including curricu-
lum, learning activities and materi-
als, one-on-one and small group op-
portunities for children to work and
play, and reading and play time.

Parents will go home with materi-
als and a much better sense of which
preschool might be best for their child
or children.

For more information, please visit
the Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club website at spjwc.com.

The Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club is a member of the New Jersey
General Federation of Women’s Clubs
(jerseyjuniors.com) and the General
Federation of Women’s Clubs
(gfwc.org), an international volun-
teer community service organization
with members throughout the United
States and in 20 countries.

Education Enrichment Foundation
Sponsors Leadership Conference

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Educa-
tion Enrichment Foundation of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood (EEF SP-F) in
conjunction with the Park Middle
School Student Council held a Lead-
ership Training Conference (LTC) at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School on Saturday. The six-hour
program was designed to educate
middle school students on techniques
and strategies used to enhance their
public speaking and other communi-
cation skills in order to augment their
abilities to better serve in a leader-
ship capacity.

The EEF SP-F is a non-profit orga-
nization formed to assist the local
educational community through phi-
lanthropy, voluntarism, and grant
making.  The organization works in
tandem with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
and the New Jersey Association of
Student Councils (NJASC).

Phyllis Mirabella, Fanwood resi-
dent and self-described homemaker,
organized this year’s conference. Mrs.
Mirabella is the vice-president of the
EEF SP-F and a member of the
NJASC.

A mother of two school-aged chil-
dren, Mrs. Mirabella attended the
LTC when she was in high school
along with her husband, Union
County Freeholder Al Mirabella. The

conference made a significant im-
pact on her life, which was why she
decided to share what she learned
with others after she had children of
her own.

Over 125 middle school students
participated in the LTC as delegates.
Delegates were chosen by the EEF
SP-F through a careful process. Mrs.
Mirabella said the students chosen
“had to show leadership potential.
They get the fact that leadership skills
have to be learned and they have to be
serious about it.”

An additional sixteen high school
students, a majority of whom were
delegates themselves in last year’s
conference, led the workshops as Jun-
ior Counselors. Mrs. Mirabella said
the Junior Counselors “had to have
some sort of exposure to leadership
training and also they were recom-
mended by their high school teach-
ers.”

 Teachers, parents, and other adult
volunteers, known as Senior Counse-
lors, provided the structure for the day.

According to Mrs. Mirabella, the
LTC was designed “to be a micro-
cosm of what happens over four days”
at the NJASC LTC. The streamlined
workshops taught on Saturday were
chosen by the EEF for their effective-
ness in the classroom and their con-
centrated structure. The EEF pro-
vides half scholarships to deserving
students to attend the four-day LTC

conducted by the NJASC each summer.
The purpose of the LTC is to “draw

some of those kids out who show
leadership potential,” said Mrs.
Mirabella. “We just feel that leader-
ship skills for middle schoolers are
lacking. They really need to start to
get exposed to it earlier than high
school.”

After an early morning motiva-
tional session designed to act as an
icebreaker, the delegates were spilt
into several groups to foster an infor-
mal atmosphere more conducive to
learning.

The first session was entitled
“Speaking with Ease.” The session
was devoted to simple strategies that
can enhance the speaker’s comfort
with speaking in front of a large
group of people. Principles such as
visual directness, vocal enthusiasm,
and the use of physical energy were
noted as essential to the effective
leader.

Session two was entitled “Effec-
tive Communication.” This session
dealt with how both verbal and non-
verbal messages are sent and received
among individuals and groups.

The third session entitled “Elected
to Lead” focused on the notion that
those in positions of power are ob-
ligated to lead the entire populace
not just those who support them or
voted them into office. This prin-
ciple is paramount to all who serve
in a leadership role, whether they
are a member of a middle school
student council or hold a more lofty
position such as President of the
United States.

The final session was entitled
“T.E.A.M. Time.” The acronym
T.E.A.M. stands for “together every-
one achieves more”. This session
addressed the challenging situations
and/or persons that can arise and
derail team unity and provided meth-
ods students can implement to suc-
cessfully neutralize them.

The sessions were presented by
the junior and senior counselors of
the SP-F LTC as devices used to
instruct students how to become more

 DOMINIC A. LAGANO for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FUTURE LEADERS...Students take direction from Phyllis Mirabella at the
Leadership Training Conference.

                         
                                                                                                
                                                                                     

            
 
 
 
 
 

 

We 
Now 
Take 
Credit 
Cards! 

� Computing & Digital Photography 
� Computing for Seniors 
� Creative Arts & Crafts 
� Culinary Arts & Nutrition 
� Dance & Fitness 
� Finance, Business & Legal Issues 
� Personal Growth, Health & Safety 
� Home Improvement & Green Living 

 

 See class listing on our website, or find the print version in your 
mailbox, local libraries, and train stations. Register online, by mail or in 
person at Westfield High School Monday evenings during semester. 

 

Classes held Monday evenings at Westfield High School & on other days  
 at other locations  

Class lengths from 1 to 8 weeks, start dates vary  

 Spring Semester Starts March 7 
Many New Classes! 

 

� History, Politics & Philosophy 
� Personal Organization 
� Languages, Trips & Travelogues 
� Music & Performing Arts 
� SAT Prep & Driver’s Ed 
� Writing & Publishing 
� Mahjong and Bridge 
� First Aid & CPR  
              ……….and more! 

Register and see class information on our website at  
www.westfieldadultschool.com or call 908-232-4050 

THETHE  
WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE 

SCHOOLSCHOOL

Program at the BEST VALUE
Central New Jersey’s Premier Early Childhood

Saturday, February 26, 2011 at 9:30 a.m.

SAVE THE DATE !SAVE THE DATE !
EARLY CHILDHOOD ADMISSION INFORMATION SESSIONEARLY CHILDHOOD ADMISSION INFORMATION SESSION

    •  A nurturing program that develops independence.•  A nurturing program that develops independence.

1295 Inman Avenue • Edison, NJ 08820 •www.whschool.org 1295 Inman Avenue • Edison, NJ 08820 •www.whschool.org 
(908) 754=1882, Ext. 155(908) 754=1882, Ext. 155

     •  Small class sizes and Extended Day Enrichment Program  •  Small class sizes and Extended Day Enrichment Program  

An affordable educational experience
with lifelong dividends

     •  •  Academic curriculum includes:Academic curriculum includes:
  - Math and numbers, reading and writing- Math and numbers, reading and writing
   - Science and technology- Science and technology  
  - Spanish, music, art, and library- Spanish, music, art, and library
  - Daily physical education classes- Daily physical education classes

MASSAGE FOR MEN & WOMEN

GRAND OPENING WELLNESS CENTER

1 HOUR BODYWORK ONLY $45
1 HOUR FOOT REFLEXOLOGY $35

198 NORTH AVE EAST

CRANFORD, NJ 07016  908-229-8018

(FRONT BASEMENT)

Clubs,  Electives Topics
of “Focus on Education”

WESTFIELD – This month, Focus
on Education, the TV show hosted by
the Westfield Public Schools, exam-
ines how the school district’s offer-
ing of opportunities benefit Westfield
students by broadening experiences,
strengthening leadership roles, and
augmenting curriculum.

The panelists on this month’s show
include Margaret Dolan, Superinten-
dent of Schools; Mitchell Slater,
Board of Education member; Dan
Farabaugh, Westfield High School
Social Studies teacher and co-advi-
sor to Model United Nations; Jeffrey
Robbins, Roosevelt Intermediate
School Science teacher and instruc-
tor to Science Olympiad; and
Catherine McGarry, McKinley
School teacher and advisor to Early
Act.

In the show’s introduction, Dr.
Dolan notes that there are more than
70 clubs and activities at Westfield
High School and close to 70 com-
bined in the intermediate schools.

The show will be aired on WHS-
TV 36 and as a link on the district’s
website beginning Thursday, Febru-
ary 10.

The TV schedule remains: Every
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 2
p.m. and 6 p.m., as well as every
Sunday at 2 p.m. through early March.

It is accessible to both Verizon-
Fios and Comcast subscribers.

 Susquehanna U
Announces Dean’s List

SELINSGROVE, PA - Elaine
Anderson of Westfield was named to
Susquehanna University’s Dean’s List
for the fall 2010 semester. She is a
freshman majoring in psychology,
and a 2010 graduate of Westfield
High School and the daughter of Jen-
nifer and Kevin Anderson.

The dean’s list recognizes students
who achieve a grade point average of
3.4 or higher out of a possible 4.0 for
the semester.

Colasanti Named to
Muhlenberg Dean’s List

ALLENTOWN, PA - Muhlenberg
College has announced its Dean’s
List for the Fall 2010 semester. Stu-
dents must earn a minimum of a 3.5
grade point average on a 4.0-scale to
attain Dean’s List status.

Elise Colasanti, a member of the
class of 2012, is a Neuroscience ma-
jor and art minor from Westfield. She
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John
Colasanti and a graduate of Westfield
High School.

PIECING TOGETHER POETRY…Seventh grade students in Corinna Crafton’s
English class at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School applied their knowledge of
poetry terms and analysis on February 1 to craft poems. Teams of students were
given 12 strips of paper, each with one line of poetry. In under 15 minutes, the
teams had to piece together strips of paper to form a completed poem, using their
knowledge of rhyme, meter, sound devices and figurative language to solve the
poetry puzzle. Pictured above, are: Max Needle of Scotch Plains, Duran Gonzalez
of Rahway, Sahil Kassam of Scotch Plains and Anil Kondaveeti of Colonia.

‘Sweet Sibs’ Offers Aids
Siblings of Diabetic Children

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joshua
Schlisserman found himself feeling
isolated and overwhelmed after his
brother, Seth, was diagnosed with Type
1 Diabetes. What he has described as
a “life-changing experience” quickly
compelled Joshua and Seth to launch
their “Sweet Sibs: Bringing a Sweet
Injection of Sibling Support” program.

 “It didn’t just take me a few days,
but it took me months to adjust to the
situation,” Joshua shared. “I was over-
whelmed when I saw my brother in the
hospital the night he was diagnosed. It
was really hectic and scary. I won-
dered, ‘What if it is contagious? Can
he die?’”

 After admitting that, because much
of his parent’s attention was directed
toward Seth, he found himself in this
unique and lonely position, he told his
mother, “Something has to be done for
the siblings.”

 Last year, Joshua found solace when
a classmate shared that she was going
through the same experience. He told
his mother that he wanted to develop a
program that would lend support to
the siblings of children with Diabetes
and help them cope with the attention
and changes to their life brought about
by the diagnosis. Joshua and Seth im-
mediately got to work on creating the
Sweet Sibs logo and concept of the
Sweet Sibs gift bag.

 The logo features a photograph of
Seth and Joshua, a cupcake (hence the
“sweet injection of sibling support”),
and the colors yellow for a bright
future, blue for compassion and red
for love.

The gift bag, which would be dis-
tributed to children younger than 15-
years old, would include a sugar-free
love bracelet with different colors, a
patch with the Sweet Sibs logo, a letter
from Joshua that describes his experi-
ence dealing with Seth’s diagnosis, a
parent coupon (entitling the sibling to
a special day with his/her parents), a
child-friendly book or pamphlet about
diabetes, simple frequently asked ques-
tions about diabetes, a sugar-free snack,
a list of famous diabetics with sib-
lings, and one local sponsor per hospi-
tal, co-branded on tote bags.

The Schlisserman brothers will also
explore the efficacy of translating the

documents into Spanish.
 The Sweet Sibs proposal, which

also features a plan to create a support
group that meets quarterly outside of
the hospital setting, is carefully bro-
ken down to include the estimated cost
and volume of each gift bag item.

On January 17, Joshua and Seth
presented their Sweet Sibs program as
a formal proposal to executives at
Morristown Memorial Hospital, who
are working with the brothers and have
taken an interest in launching the ini-
tiative there.

The Schlisserman brothers have also
been in contact with other hospitals
and are attempting to schedule presen-
tations across the country including
California, Chicago and Houston,
where interest for such a program has
been expressed.

 While establishing Sweet Sibs has
taught Joshua a great deal about how
to develop a business plan and market-
ing strategies, the core message is what
he has his sights set on – the long-term
goal to be a strong support system for
siblings encountering the same emo-
tions and concerns as they cope with
how diabetes can turn their lives up-
side-down, but also how it can bring a
family closer.

 “Diabetes has made me closer to
my brother than ever before,” said
Joshua. “This experience has taught
us both a lot about nutrition, and I
learned a lot about carbohydrates and
how it affects his sugars. It has made
me much more sensitive to his body’s
signals so I can tell whether his sugars
are high or low. But as my entire
family says, “It’s a good thing that
love is sugar-free, because with love,
you don’t have to count the carbs.”

SWEET SIBLINGS ...The Sweet Sibs
logo features siblings Seth and Joshua
Schlisserman.

GOOD HAIR DAY…Georgia
Geoghan, a third grader at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield do-
nated 10-inches of her hair to Locks of
Love on the February 2 snow day.

effective as leaders in this challeng-
ing world.

“At a middle school level, we are
sorely lacking in leadership train-
ing,” said Mrs. Mirabella. “This is
not just Scotch Plains-Fanwood. I
feel that as a rule, school districts will
often start this intensive leadership
training in high school. I thought it
was really important to bring this
training to a middle school level be-
cause this is when the foundation for
leadership skills really starts. This
program addresses leading with kind-
ness. If we get these kids to really be
leaders and lead with kindness, and
understand that leaders are made, not
born, then maybe we can combat
some of the issues you see today.”

The delegates and junior and se-
nior counselors were provided snacks
and lunch donated by the ShopRite/
Wakefern Food Corporation and the
Pretzel Factory of Westfield as well
as private cash donations.

The conference was additionally
funded by the private donations of
local families. The EEF also orga-
nizes fundraisers to fund events and
scholarships.

For more information on the Edu-
cation Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood or to
donate, contact
Mrs. Mirabella at
pmirabella@yahoo.com.

 DOMINIC A. LAGANO for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION...Delegates take part in a program  designed
to educate middle school students on techniques and strategies to enhance their
public speaking and other communication skills.

Stop&Shop School
Award Program

WESTFIELD - To join this
fundraising program for
Westfield High School (WHS),
log on to stopandshop.com/
aplus with your Stop&Shop
Card, and designate WHS, us-
ing  school ID 08223.

Thank you for your support.

Local Students Earn
Highest Honors At
Skidmore College

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY - The
following local students earned high-
est honors for the fall semester at
Skidmore College:

Jonathan Sheflin, Class of 2011.
He is the son of Neil and Maureen
Sheflin of Westfield.

Highest honors are awarded for a
quality point ratio of 3.670 or more
from a possible 4.0. Honors are
awarded for a grade point ratio of 3.4
to 3.669.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Author’s Presentation Thrills
Tamaques School Students

WESTFIELD – On Monday, Janu-
ary 31, young adult author and Short
Hills resident Ofer Aronskind spoke
to a group of fourth and fifth grade
students at Tamaques Elementary
School.

An author of children’s adventure
books including “Sum-
mer Sleep-Away,”
“That Same Summer,”
“Escape from Sunday
School” and “The Ce-
lebrities of Summer
School,” Aronskind’s
presentations are de-
signed to be engaging,
lively and interactive.
His presentation to the
students delivered on
all three points.

After speaking about
each of his books,
Aronskind opened the
forum to take questions from the chil-
dren. Although the author had ex-
pected a shy, quiet audience, he was
wrong. The children fired questions
at him, ranging from “What inspires
you to write?” to “How long does it
take you to write your books?” to “Is
there any part of you in your charac-

ters?”
The more questions that were asked

and answered, the more questions the
kids asked. The assembly was sched-
uled to last one hour but the presenta-
tion ran long past the allotted time.

Josh Miller, a fifth grade teacher at
Tamaques, was thrilled
with the students’ re-
sponse to the visit. “Meet-
ing Ofer Aronskind was a
fantastic experience for
our school. The way he
described the writing pro-
cess, such as adding de-
tails and making revisions,
was something the stu-
dents could directly relate
to. Aronskind kept the stu-
dents interested through-
out the assembly and en-
couraged questions.”

Mr. Aronskind wel-
comes the opportunity to speak to
elementary and middle school stu-
dents about his books, his background
and inspiration, and the art of writing
in general. For more information,
please contact him at
o f e r @ o f e r a r o n s k i n d . c o m ,
or visit sleepawaysummercamp.com.

‘SOUP’ER HELPERS…As a result of the school’s “Soup”er Bowl Food Drive,
students at McKinley Elementary in Westfield collected over 1,000 food and
personal care items to benefit the Holy Trinity Food Pantry. Bags to transport the
goods were donated by Trader Joe’s in Westfield. Helping to load the items for
delivery are Principal Matt Bolton and fifth-graders, pictured, left to right,
Angelina Greco, Connor Trower, Eli Weaver and Haley Ehrhart.

Discussion of Education
Evaluations Set for Feb. 16

WESTFIELD - On Wednesday,
February 16, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Edison Intermediate School Library,
located at 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield, the Westfield PTC Special
Education Committee will present a
discussion on educational evalua-
tions.

 Frequently, children with learning
differences seem to have problems
that are difficult to identify or
remediate. Very often, educators will
recommend that an educational evalu-
ation be conducted. Most parents are
not familiar with this evaluation.

Ellen Fenster-Kuehl, PhD, a psy-
chologist from Montclair, will share

with parents of students with learn-
ing differences her expertise in this
area. Specific topics to be addressed
include understanding why these tests
are administered, determining how
to read and understand the results and
how to use the results towards a mean-
ingful diagnosis for classification.

There will be a question and an-
swer session at the conclusion of the
presentation. This program is free
and all parents, teachers, and thera-
pists are invited to attend. Pre-regis-
tration is not required.

For further information on this
event visit westfieldnjk12.org/
specialedparents.

Gleason Uses Technology to
Prevent Substance Abuse

By MAGGIE FRAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OAKLAND, CA —Benjamin
(Ben) Gleason, a 1998 graduate of
Westfield High School, is a tireless
advocate for improving sub-
stance abuse education pro-
grams across the United
States.

His average week consists
of staying up on the latest
information in his field via
teleconference or webinar
and conducting teleconfer-
ences with clients such as
the NAACP in Sanoma,
California.

 By using free to low-cost
technology resources, he
teaches his clients, who are non-prof-
its, how to use those tools in their own
programs.

A former full-time educator turned
research coordinator and educational
consultant, Mr. Gleason met his fu-
ture business partner Marcus (Marc)
Bouligny nine years ago at Bay Area
Community Resources (BACR)
where both worked on community
development projects. Mr. Gleason
subsequently worked in Guatamala
as an English teacher and trained
teacher at MesoAmerican University,
in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala.

Marc approached Ben in 2008
about founding a consulting group to
help non-profit organizations develop
their substance abuse prevention sup-
port programs when they received
federal funding.

The Prospectus Group advises cli-
ents, for example, on how to make
their boards of directors and mission
statements match the community they
work in, with cultural competency in
mind.

Marc’s background working in the
federal government on substance
abuse issues and Ben’s as a former
English language educator in Guate-
mala allows them to combines their
strengths to best serve their clients
needs to “solve the problems they’ve
presented us with” as well as what
Ben called the “politics of limited
funding.”

Their bi-coastal locations, Mr.
Bouligny is based in Atlanta, Mr.
Gleason in Oakland, from their re-
spective home offices they commu-
nicate via Cloud computing, Skype,
and video conferencing. Therefore,
the upfront costs of starting their con-
sulting business was relatively low,
“especially in this challenging
economy,” said Ben.

“The exciting thing about technol-
ogy is it’s very affordable. It’s very
cheap. Our entry into business was
much lower. We invested in our
website and Cloud computing” Ben
told The Westfield Leader and The

Times. Mr. Gleason emphasized that
the hallmark of their work is invest-
ing time in their clients.
Since most of their clients are driven
by municipal budgets and subsequent

federal funding, which could
be cut or unexpectedly fro-
zen at any time, Ben and
Marc’s business model of
economical technology
tools is an ideal fit for their
clients.
 The Prospectus Group typi-
cally saves on costs by video
conferencing as much as
possible with their clients.

Ben confided he is
humbled by his work. “What
I like is the chance is to learn

on the job. It appears there’s less
money in this climate. Our clients
were counting on money for their
programs and then it was cut. These
are the problems they bring to us,” he
said. “It’s exciting to watch how rural
communities adapt to technology”

Ben’s home state of Georgia is one
of their long-term clients. The Pro-
spectus Group works with approxi-
mately 15 to 20 towns there.

For more information, on Ben and
Marc’s work, please visit
www.prospectusgroup.us.

WF Elementary
Parents Invited to

Workshop on Bullying
WESTFIELD - Parents of elemen-

tary school students in the Westfield
Public Schools are invited to attend a
workshop on bullying prevention on
Thursday, February 17, at 7 p.m. at
Wilson School.

Elementary school student support
counselors are hosting the workshop
and will explain the school district’s
policy for prohibiting harassment,
intimidation and bullying and dis-
cuss how parents and schools can
work together to support children;
provide a positive, healthy environ-
ment for home and school; and put
helpful information into practice.

FAB FOUR…Karen Lack’s Fabulous Four’s class learn the sounds of the letters
of the alphabet with help from The Loveable Letter People puppets. The Letter
People make learning fun at St. Paul’s Day School in Westfield with their fun
songs and finger puppets. Pictured, left to right, are: Mrs. Lack, The Fabulous
Fours with their puppets and assistant teacher Ann Fahey.

Ofer Aronskind

Women’s Club of WF
Announces Contest Winners
WESTFIELD - The Woman’s

Club of Westfield is pleased to an-
nounce the winners of its 2011 Po-
etry and Short Story Contest.

The winners for poetry are: Julian
Okun-Dubitsky for his poem,
“Thank You Taste Buds.” He is the
son of Alexandra Okun and Craig
Dubitsky Julian is in third grade at
McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield.

Madeline Reynders, for her poem
“Once A Year.” She is the daughter
of Alison and Todd Reynders and is
in fourth grade at Tamaques Elemen-
tary School in Westfield.

Christina Otero for her poem
“Books Are Just As Good.” She is
the daughter of Lourdes Santalla
and is a senior at Union Catholic
Regional High School in Scotch

Plains.
Short Story Winners are: Nathan

Lam for his short story, “I a.m. a
Super Hero.” He is the son of Alicia
and Raymond Lam and is in third
grade at Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield.

Amber Johnson for her short story,
“Humanity on the Verge of Extinc-
tion.” She is the daughter of Linda
and Tim Johnson and is in eighth
grade at Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield.

The ladies of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield are happy to congratulate
these students and their families.

These winning poems and short
stories have been sent to the New
Jersey State Federation of Women’s
Clubs to be judged further on the
state level.

Wine Tasting to
Benefit GL Lax

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – On Fri-
day, March 4, Fat Tuesday will be
celebrated a few days early with a
Mardi Gras Wine Tasting Extrava-
ganza to be held at Connell’s Days
Greenhouse Café in Berkeley Heights.

The tasting extravaganza will ben-
efit the Governor Livingston High
School girls and boys lacrosse teams.

Wines will be offered from Stew
Leonard’s Wines in Springfield,  au-
thentic New Orleans food will be
served and Dixieland jazz music will
be performed by the Summit
Stompers.

The event begins at 7:00 and ends at
11 p.m. The Days Greenhouse Café,
located at 300 Connell Drive (off Val-
ley Road) in Berkeley Heights,  will
be transformed into a Mardi Gras
feast for the senses. Dishes such as
ettouffe, jambalaya, gumbo, creole,
muffaletta and po’ boys will be served
along with New Orleans-inspired des-
serts.

 Guests who choose to wear Mardi
Gras masks will have the opportunity
to win prizes. In addition, baskets of
prizes and other items will be raffled.

Tickets are $45 per person. For
further information, or to download a
ticket order form, go to bhpsnj.org/
files/11_0304MardiLacrosse.pdf – or,
call Carol Goggi at (908)789-9420.

PTA Fashion Show
Rockin’ Mtsd  for 25 Yrs

MOUNTAINSIDE - This year is
the 25th anniversary of the PTA’s
annual Fashion Show Fundraiser.

This 80’s themed event will take
place at L’Affaire Catering Hall on
Rt.22 East, Thursday, March 10, at
5:30 p.m.

There will be a fashion show where
parent and teacher models will wear
fashions from Lord and Taylor in
Westfield.

There will also be a tricky tray
auction, grand prize auction, silent
auction, and cash for gold. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Mountainside
PTA and be used to enrich the
children’s education and activities.

For ticket information, or
information about donating an auc-
tion prize, please contact Jennifer
Aponte or Jennifer Doll at
ptafashionshow@gmail.com.

UCC to Offer Free
Computer Classes

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Industry-Business Institute
is offering free Microsoft Office 2010
computer classes for the employees
of business owners. These courses
are being offered in cooperation with
the New Jersey Business and Indus-
try Association under a grant pro-
gram funded by the New Jersey De-
partment of Labor and Workforce
Development.

For employees to be eligible for
the courses offered through this pro-
gram they must be employed for at
least 20 hours a week, be able to
provide a social security number and
the employer name and number, and
must be “on the clock” during the
training sessions.

The courses will be held in single
day, eight hour sessions, held from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the College’s
Plainfield Campus located at 232 E.
Second Street.

Microsoft Office Excel Part I will
be held on March 14. The course will
teach attendees how to create basic
worksheets and workbooks, perform
calculations, how to modify and for-
mat a worksheet, and how to print
and manage the content of a work-

book.
Microsoft Office Excel Part II will

be held on March 16. Attendees will
learn how to organize table data,
present data as charts, and enhance
the look and appeal of workbooks by
adding graphical objects such as
charts.

Microsoft Office Word Part I will
be held on March 18. Attendees will
learn how to create a basic Word
document, including how to edit the
document, format text and paragraphs,
insert a table, control the page setup
and appearance of the document, and
how to proofread the document for
accuracy.

For more information, please call
(908) 965-2359 or e-mail
hiscano@ucc.edu.

For more information on Union
County College and the Industry-
Business Institute, visit the College’s
website at www.ucc.ed

‘Quality Blind’ Lay-Offs
Hurt Students and Budgets
BOTHELL, WA - As education

budgets across the nation contract in
response to the recent financial cri-
sis, many school districts have been
forced to lay off a sizeable number
of teachers. This raises two impor-
tant questions: what determines
which teachers will be let go, and
does the existing policy offer the
best for the students?

Legislators in the state of Wash-
ington recently introduced a bill (SB
5399), sponsored by State Senator
Rodney Tom, which would require
the use of teacher evaluations in lay-
off decisions. Yet as a result of col-
lective bargaining agreements in the
heavily-unionized teaching industry,
most school systems take a senior-
ity-based approach to layoff deci-
sions, adopting a “last in, first out”
strategy.

First-year teachers are over twice
as likely to be let go as their col-
leagues with four to six years of
experience, and senior teachers face
almost no risk of being laid off.

A recent study by Dan Goldhaber
and the Center for Education Data
and Research (CEDR) at the Univer-
sity of Washington-Bothell—a study
which has already influenced the
legislation proposed in Washington
state—demonstrates that this “qual-
ity-blind” approach short-changes
both students and district budgets.

Using data from recent teacher
layoffs in Washington State,
Goldhaber simulates an alternative
system, which bases layoff decisions
on value-added estimates of teacher
effectiveness rather than seniority.
His findings are striking:

Approximately 36 percent of the
teachers in Goldhaber’s sample who
actually received layoff notices were

estimated to be more effective than
the average teacher whose job was
not at risk, implying that there is a lot
of room for making informed effec-
tiveness-based decisions.

Under the current seniority-based
system, students lose about two to
four months’ worth of learning in the
year following layoffs; retaining
highly effective teachers would pre-
serve that learning.

Seniority-driven systems have a
disproportionate effect on various
student sub-groups, with African-
American students far more likely to
be in a classroom with a teacher who
receives a layoff notice than white
students.

A system relying on teacher effec-
tiveness would result in 10 percent
fewer jobs lost. Because senior teach-
ers collect higher salaries than their
junior counterparts, a seniority-based
system necessitates that more teach-
ers will need to be laid off to meet the
district’s budget targets. In
Goldhaber’s sample, teachers who
were cut earned roughly $14,000 less
per year than the teachers who were
retained.

While the study notes that senior-
ity is not the only factor considered
in layoff decisions, it clearly indi-
cates that experience is weighted too
heavily relative to effectiveness. As
Goldhaber notes, “it’s hard to argue
that a seniority-driven system is best
if student achievement is your bot-
tom line.” The study is available
online at aei.org/paper/100188.

Editors Note: Dan Goldhaber is
the director of the Center for Educa-
tion Data & Research and a profes-
sor in interdisciplinary arts and sci-
ences at the University of Washing-
ton Bothell.

WF Sophomore
Parent Night

 WESTFIELD - Parents are invited
to Sophomore Parent Night to be
held tonight, Thursday, February 10,
at 7 p.m. at Westfield High School
(WHS.) Parent Night is for parents of
current 10th graders

Marty O’Connell, Executive Di-
rector of Colleges that Change Lives,
will be the keynote speaker. Her non-
profit organization was referenced in
the movie Race to Nowhere with a
common theme of student-centered
college searching.

WHS shares the belief that stress in
the college search process can be
greatly reduced by focusing on the
existence of many colleges that will
match and support the academic, so-
cial, and emotional strengths of each
student.

The WHS Counseling Department
hopes that sharing this common mis-
sion will help them work with parents
and students to plan for the future.

WHS Counselors also will be on
hand to discuss the introduction of the
Naviance program’s new career inter-
est component and other issues related
to students’ academic preparation.

Bowdoin College
Honors Top Students

BRUNSWICK, MAINE - Bowdoin
College held its annual Sarah and
James Bowdoin Day ceremony Fri-
day, October 22, 2010, to honor those
undergraduates who distinguish them-
selves by excellence in scholarship.

Those students who are designated
Sarah and James Bowdoin Scholars
are in the top (highest GPA) 20 per-
cent of each class for the previous
academic year. In addition, those
scholars who earned a GPA of 4.0 are
designated Sarah and James Bowdoin
Book Award winners.

The following Sarah and James
Bowdoin Scholars are from your area:

Laura Newcomb, of the Class of
2011, of Cranford; Peter Griesmer,
of the Class of 2012, of Westfield;
William Perry, of the Class of 2013,
of Westfield; and Daniel Dickstein ,
of the Class of 2013, of Westfield.

AGRICULTURE AWARD…Debra Moscatiello, left, of the NJ Department of
Agriculture is pictured with Bria Cherelle Barnes of Scotch Plains who was the
recipient of the New Jersey Agricultural Achievement Award and received a $500
scholarship. She was presented with the award at the New Jersey Breeder’s
Luncheon on Sunday, January 30.

Booster Scholarship
Apps Due April 15
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Booster Scholarship Application
is now available in the Westfield
High School Athletic Office.

The scholarships are for senior
athletes. If your child is a senior
athlete and would like to apply,
please have him/her stop by to
pick up an application. The form
is due back to the Athletic Office
by Friday, April 15.

Outdoor Adventures Saturdays at
Trailside Nature and Science Center

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal invite families
with children of all ages to take part
in theme hikes and nature related
talks during several upcoming Satur-
day Outdoor Adventures Programs at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside. The hikes are led by
Trailside’s knowledgeable naturalists
and begin at 10 a.m. at the Visitor
Center. Admission is by donation.

On Saturday, February 26, fami-
lies can learn how to identify the
tracks of common animals that in-
habit the Watchung Reservation dur-
ing “Tracking 101.” Participants will
discover the best places to look for
tracks and take a walk to find out who
has been hiking around Trailside.

As winter comes to a close, fami-
lies can visit the woods on Saturday,
March 12, to look for nests made by
robins, cardinals and catbirds during
“Empty Nests.” During this program,
a Trailside naturalist will explain
when birds build nests and why they
don’t use them during the winter. The
program will conclude with a walk
through Trailside’s state-of-the-art
exhibits in search of nests made by
the red-shouldered hawk, ovenbird
and black and white warbler.

As spring finally descends on the
Watchung Reservation, join a natu-
ralist on March 26, for an “Early
Spring Hike.” Families can enjoy a
Saturday morning hiking the Green
Trail in search of moss, budding

leaves, evergreen trees, ferns, and
other greenery.

For more information about the
Saturday Outdoor Adventures pro-
grams or any other upcoming pro-
grams or events at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit us on the web at
www.ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located
at 452 New Providence Road (at Coles
Avenue) in Mountainside and is a
service of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Hiking at Trailside

Ben Gleason with
his wife, Sofia.

Reading Is Good
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VALENTINE’S FEAST...Shrimp with garlic and ginger served over brown rice
with pistachio.

Temple Sholom to Host
Annual Comedy Night

FANWOOD – On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 26, Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will host a
comedy night open to the public star-
ring Robin Fox, “The Mother of All
Stand-Ups,” whose come-
dic stylings regarding life
as a New Jersey mom have
been enjoyed in clubs and
venues throughout the New
York Metro area.

Also appearing with Ms.
Fox will be comic Doug
Adler, a funny man known
for his unique brand of
Jewish humor.

Temple Sholom’s resi-
dent comedian, Alex
Bernstein, will host.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and
the show will begin at 8:15 p.m.
Proceeds will benefit Temple Sholom
and its numerous community, educa-

tional and religious programs.
Tickets are $25 and include re-

freshments. Reservations are rec-
ommended, as seating is limited.
To reserve tickets, or for more in-

formation, e-mail
lytelaw@aol.com or call
the temple office at (908)
889-4900.

Temple Sholom is located
in the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church at the corner of
Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood.

The stage is located off
Marian Avenue. Attendees
are asked to enter through
the door on Marian Avenue

marked Temple Sholom. For more
information about the temple, or join-
ing the congregation, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

Robin Fox

Where Dreams Take Center Stage

908-731-1377

www.pinedaconservatory.com

STARLIGHT THEATRE Grades 2-6
June 27 - July 30  Mon - Fri  8:30 -12:30

Daily dance, voice and acting training.

Show: Aristocats Kids

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE Grades 6-9
June 27-July 30  Mon - Fri  8:30-12:30

Daily dance, voice and acting training.

Show: Seussical

Excellent training with a large professional 

staff of Broadway and Opera Artists!
High School Advanced

Competitive Audition

June 27 - July 31 Mon - Fri  12:30 - 5:30

Advanced dance, voice, audition, and 

acting training.

Fully Staged Shows: 

CRAZY FOR YOU

AMERICAN DREAMS

AUDITION DATES:

March 19, 20, 26

Call Now for 

an Appointment!

(908) 731-1377

ALL PROGRAMS 

HELD AT:

CDC THEATRE

78 Winans Ave

Cranford, NJ 

AMERICAN
Dreams

       Valentine’s Day Recipes
       Sure to Stir Up Passion

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The origins of Valentine’s Day,
celebrated every February 14, may
be somewhat confusing and shrouded
in mystery. But one thing is clear:
Valentine’s Day began as a celebra-
tion of romantic love.

Here’s the story in a nutshell: Dur-
ing the reign of Emperor Claudius II,
also known as Claudius the Cruel, a
Roman saint named Valentine contin-
ued to secretly marry young lovers
against Claudius’ orders. When Val-
entine was found out, he was promptly
sentenced to death. Before he was
executed, Valentine spent his last re-
maining days in prison, where he sent
a note to the jailer’s daughter for whom
it is believed he had developed a love
connection. The short note has come
to be known as the first valentine. It
was signed “from your Valentine.” It
was on February 14, around the year
270, that he was put to death.

Through the years, Valentine’s Day
has evolved into a celebration not
only for lovers, but for everyone. It

Shrimp with Garlic
and Ginger

Ingredients
2 pounds cooked frozen medium

shrimp or fresh shrimp
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 green peppers, cored and sliced
2 red peppers, cored and sliced
1 onion, sliced
6 cloves garlic, diced
¼ cup fresh grated ginger or ¼

cup ground ginger
1 cup pineapple chunks
2 tablespoons soy sauce, or to

taste
2 tablespoons shredded coconut
Procedure
In a large skillet, sauté the shrimp

in the olive oil. If using frozen
shrimp, drain the shrimp several
times as the water builds up. Add
the peppers and onion and sauté for
4 to 5 minutes. Add the garlic,
ginger and pineapple and continue
stir-frying until browned. Add the
soy sauce and garnish with coconut.

Yield 4-6 servings

has become Hallmark Cards’ sec-
ond-highest volume day, preceded
only by Christmas. Even young chil-
dren observe the holiday once meant
for lovers.

In elementary-school classrooms,
Valentine’s Day parties are held and
the children are usually asked to sign
Valentines for each child in their class.

No matter who celebrates this holi-
day, one thing is certain: some couples
enjoy spending this evening together
over a romantic dinner, while some
prefer a quiet dinner at home. These
recipes are intended to create the
right amorous atmosphere.

Many of the ingredients in the reci-
pes below consist of known aphrodi-
siacs. The shrimp, garlic and ginger
are all considered aphrodisiacs, al-
beit for different reasons. Serve the
dish over the brown rice, a recipe
chock full of aphrodisiacs as well.

Accompany with either champagne
or a full-bodied red wine, both aphro-
disiacs. Finish with any chocolate des-
sert to complete a perfect culinary
experience.

  Brown Rice with
Pistachio

Ingredients
1 cup brown rice
2 cloves garlic
1 bouillon cube
8 ounces pistachio nuts, shelled
½ teaspoon worcestershire

sauce
2 teaspoons olive oil
¼ teaspoon kosher salt
Procedure
Boil the rice with the garlic and

bouillon in 1-3/4 cups of water.
Place the pistachios in a plastic
bag. Crush them with a mallet or
a wooden spoon. When the rice is
halfway cooked, add the pista-
chio nuts. When the water is fully
absorbed, add the worcestershire
sauce, olive oil and salt. Stir well.
Serve warm.

Yield: 4 servings

Accompany with champagne
or a full-bodied red wine

Classicals-at-the-Circle
Concert Series on Tap
WATCHUNG – On Sunday, Feb-

ruary 13, at 3 p.m., the Watchung Arts
Center’s Classicals-at-the-Circle Se-
ries will present the renowned Min
Kwon and Friends.

Tickets are $18 (members $15, stu-
dents $8). The Watchung Arts Center
is open to the general public.

For more information about the
Watchung Arts Center and upcoming
performances of the ImpresaRIO
series, visit watchungarts.org.
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creative framing
Art • Framing • Gifts • Home Accents • Jewelry

Conservation Framing • Sports Memorabilia & Jerseys • Shadow Boxes
Graduation Diplomas  • Mirrors • Corporate & Home Consultations

Hostess & Teachers Gifts

11 Walnut Avenue • Cranford

Donna Toscana Chocolates
Chocolatier Diane Pinder will be here for a

Pick Your Own Boxes of Chocolates

February 13th & 14th • 11am-5pm

Book Signing
Teresa Politano will be here to sign copies of

her book "Celebrity Chefs of New Jersey"

February 13th • 12pm-2pm

February 4-19, 2011
Fridays & Saturdays @ 8p 

Sunday 2/13 @ 2p

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
www.cdctheatre.org

78 Winans Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

No Strings Attached:
To Love, or Knot to Love

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Ivan Reitman’s No Strings Attached
is a perfect example of that imperfect
film for which I guiltily trot out my
fainthearted apologia: “You can en-
joy a movie while still fully aware
that it isn’t very good cinema.”

Still, there are these pleasant re-
minders that man doesn’t live by Citi-
zen Kane (1941) or La Strada (1954)
alone. Their unchallenging incandes-
cence is part of the appeal. But our
inclination more often has to do with
a fondness for the subject matter at
hand. To love, or not to love? That is
the question No Strings Attached
poses.

Charmingly asked by Natalie
Portman and Ashton Kutcher’s bright
and shiny faces, the idea is to forget
for a moment that the eternal mystery
has baffled philosophers since time
immemorial. Put up with the predict-
ability and by film’s end, all neatly
wrapped up in vicarious wish fulfill-
ment, maybe you’ll have an answer to
all your romantic quandaries.

 Off and on acquaintances since
their sleepover camp days, Miss
Portman’s Emma and Mr. Kutcher’s
Adam eventually bump their rela-
tionship up a notch. Adam, a touchy-
feely, would-be writer paying the bills
by serving as a stage assistant on a
“Glee”-like sitcom, is all-agog.
Emma, a medical intern, would pre-
fer that things remain clinical.

 Like the plaintiff in The Beatles’
“Norwegian Wood,” Adam must sort
out the implications of what Mr. Lennon
meant when he wrote, “I once had a girl,
or should I say she once had me?” But
it’s a no-brainer for pragmatic Emma.
Let it just be, friends with benefits, as
they say. In other words, it’s a real male
fantasy…until it actually happens.

 Adam’s pals at the local waterhole
cheer his luck, showing no patience
for his eventual misgivings. They con-
tend he has it all. He wants more. But
Emma warns it would sound the
affair’s death knell. She’s “not good
at relationships.” Besides, he’s “way
too happy” for her. Anyway, this works
out…the ideal lift between strenuous
hospital rounds.

 While the usual misunderstand-
ings and Adam’s attempts to circum-
vent the established ground rules com-
plicate the premise, the clichés are
nicely ameliorated by a good piece of
side business. Giving a thespic lesson
in how less is more, Kevin Kline is
just tops as Adam’s dad, a famous
actor whose wacky take on love might
explain his son’s altruism.

 Chemistry-wise, though the love-
confused duo won’t threaten William
Powell and Myrna Loy, they make it
work. Miss Portman is clearly the
more accomplished actor and has a
more difficult prism of emotion to
satisfy. But Mr. Kutcher is smart

enough to use her skill to his advan-
tage, and portrays the well-balanced
contrast with good restraint.

Among other positives, though sur-
veying a rather contemporary mode
of behavior, R rating and all, this is
essentially an old fashioned romantic
comedy. In a humorously engaging
nod to the genre, there is the inclusion
of the Cupid-smitten characters’
quirky best friends who, eventually
teaming as potential lovers, prove
l’amour is contagious.

In Emma’s case, the wistful side-
kick is roommate and fellow intern,
Patrice, nicely played by Greta Gerwig.
Her analogous male is Adam’s room-
mate, Eli, portrayed by Jake Johnson.
Serving as sounding boards and love-
lorn comparisons, both are confounded
by how incognizant of good fortune
their better-looking buddies are.

 But other than the purported, cut-
ting-edge way of looking at affec-
tionate entanglements, you can ex-
pect no surprises. Fact is, none of this
is very new, and I venture to surmise
that even among the Sumerians there
existed more than one couple who,
perhaps even upon threat of death,
deemed it advantageous to kissy-face
without commitment.

 Then again, it’s not the plot per se
that attracts us, but the atmosphere
and the mulling of the timeless im-
ponderable in question. The less we
know about something, the more fas-
cinating it is. And like misery, total
perplexity loves company. Thus we
judge love stories by how well they
might ally with our own philosophy
and aspirations.

 Not that you’ll ever make sense of
it, mind you. Moreover, putting all
the songwriters and poets out of busi-
ness would hurt the economy. Nope,
we are destined to agonize and exalt
in love’s glorious conundrum. So be
careful out there. It’s tricky. As shown
here, the phenomenon of love tugs at
the heart even when there are “No
Strings Attached.”

* * *

No Strings Attached, rated R, is a
Paramount Pictures release directed
by Ivan Reitman and stars Natalie
Portman, Ashton Kutcher and Kevin
Kline. Running time: 108 minutes.

Smoke and Mirrors
Audition February 20
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Community Players has announced
the audition date for its final produc-
tion of the 2010-2011 season, Smoke
and Mirrors, a comedy/mystery by
Will Osborne and Anthony Herrera.

The audition will be held on Sun-
day, February 20, from 7 to 10 p.m. at
1000 North Avenue in Westfield.

Roles include four males and one
female. The production will take place
on weekends from May 6 through 21.

‘The Abaya Chronicles’
Details Life in Arab Nation

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When Westfield
resident and William Paterson Uni-
versity Journalism Professor Tina
Lesher was named a Fulbright
Scholar to the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) in 2006, one of her goals was
to write a non-fiction book about the
women who live, work and study in
that oil-rich country.

As a member of the faculty of
Zayed University in Abu Dhabi, the
capital of UAE, Mrs. Lesher was able
to meet many intelligent women from
all levels of Emerati society.

 However, the women she hoped to
write about did not want to be openly
identified or interviewed, and after
her Fulbright year ended, Mrs. Lesher
returned to America and put the
project aside.

 When a group of her former
Emerati students visited New York in
2009, they inquired about Mrs.
Lesher’s book, and after learning of
the obstacles she faced, they sug-
gested she write a fictionalized story
with characters that represented real
Emerati women.

 The result is “The Abaya
Chronicles,” a novel about 60-year
old Farah Abdullah al Matari, an
Emerati woman who steps out of her
cultural comfort zone to embrace a
more active female-centered lifestyle.

 The word “abaya” refers to the
long black covering the women wear
over their regular clothes.

 While wearing the abaya is one
difference between American women
and Emeriti women, the most strik-
ing difference, according to the au-
thor, is the differences in their rela-
tionships with men.

 “Women here can enjoy going out
in a mixed group. You do not find that
in the UAE. Dating is not practiced –
many young women meet their fu-
ture husbands right before the wed-
ding if the families have arranged the
union,” explained Mrs. Lesher.

 Despite these cultural differences,
the two groups have a lot in common.

 “[Emerati women] are interested
in fashion [and] often have fashion-
able clothing underneath [their
abayas]. They dress to the nines for
weddings and other occasions where
only women are allowed,” said Mrs.
Lesher, adding that Emerati women

also are Internet-savvy, love to travel,
and work and drive cars, just like
American females.

 “The Abaya Chronicles” not only
provides a contrast between Ameri-
can women and Emerati women, it
also shows the difference in the qual-
ity of a woman’s life in Abu Dhabi
before oil was discovered and after.

 “The objective was to enlighten
the audience about how a woman
and her family live in a country that
was impoverished a generation ago
and now is the center of wealth be-
cause of the oil money,” explained
the author.

 Integral to the plot is the role
American ex-patriots play in Abu
Dhabi society.

 “I hope American [readers] walk
away from the book with an idea
about life in the UAE,” said Mrs.
Lesher, who based “The Abaya
Chronicles” on what she learned from
interviews with Emirati women,
documents related to their status in
life, and her observation of them.

 Mrs. Lesher, a graduate of the
University of Missouri School of
Journalism, holds a doctorate in En-
glish Education from Rutgers Uni-
versity.

 She has been selected as a 2010-
2011 Fulbright Ambassador. She and
her husband, John, have resided in
Westfield since 1977.

 “The Abaya Chronicles” is avail-
able locally or online.

Volunteers Are Needed
For Teen Arts Festival
CRANFORD –The Union County

Teen Arts Festival is in need of volun-
teers. The festival is a two-day cel-
ebration of the arts held annually at
Union County College in Cranford.

The event, scheduled for March 17
and 18, is open to all students from
public, charter, private and parochial
middle and high schools in Union
County. Anyone interested in volun-
teering is asked to contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth, or by phone at
(908) 558-2550. NJ Relay Users may
call 711. Individuals also may e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

‘Music and Chocolates’
SHORT HILLS – Far Brook School,

located at 52 Great Hills Road in Short
Hills, will host a chamber music recital
featuring its music faculty and distin-
guished guests. The event, “Romance in
the Air, an Afternoon of Chamber Music
and Chocolates,” will begin at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, February 13, in Moore Hall.

A suggested contribution of $20 will
benefit the school’s Instrument Fund.
Donations and reservations can be made
in advance at farbrook.org.

For further information, call Jennifer
Barba, director of Communications, at
(973) 493-7938.

Delaware Winter
Antique Show

NEW CASTLE, DEL. – The Dela-
ware Winter Antique Show will be
held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Nur
Shrine Center on Sunday, February
20.

A large number of antique and
collectible dealers from the region
will  offer a wide variety of mer-
chandise, including vintage furnish-
ings, artifacts, jewelry, porcelain,
ephemera, memorabilia, glassware,
advertising, pottery, collectibles and
toys. The event will be held rain or
shine.

The location is approximately three
miles from the Delaware Memorial
Bridge. Food will be available and
parking will be free.

For more information on attend-
ing or participating in the show, call
(856) 302-3606 or visit
toyshows.org or myspace.com/
toyshows.org.

Far Brook School Plans
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CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

MAKE IT

A ROMANTIC

VALENTINE'S

WEEKEND!

Remember, you can never be too early,
only too late with Valentine's flowers.

We will be delivering

Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Monday.

We will be open Sunday, February 13th

from 10:00am until 2:00pm

Order early for the very best selection.

Washington School Players Get Sm’Art
In Performance of Clever Annual Show

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Have you ever ad-
mired a painting and felt like the
subject’s eyes were following you?
In museum scenes from this past
weekend’s Washington School Play-
ers’ 64th Annual Show, Get Sm’Art,
not only did the eyes move, the fa-
mous subjects jumped out of frames,
struck up conversations and even per-
formed show tunes.

So while maybe you’ve seen a
painting of Napoleon at Waterloo
before, only in the Roosevelt School
auditorium could you witness Napo-
leon cueing up his army to dance to
Abba’s “Waterloo.”

The art “came to life” with the
purpose of helping four fictitious
Washington School students solve a
mystery. Van Gogh’s Starry Night
had been stolen during their museum
visit, and erroneous circumstantial
evidence had bumbling security
guards (comically portrayed by Tony
Cook and Greg Simpson) chasing
after them. The “students” roamed
from gallery to gallery to catch the
real thief, accepting clues from fa-
mous masterpieces and learning about
art along the way.

Scriptwriter Julie Shanebrook, who

also danced and portrayed Napoleon
in the production, explained the idea
of art “coming to life” struck her after
hearing about a dance troupe inter-
preting art on NPR radio.

Her script included humorous nods
to the popular Night at the Museum
movies, as well as the iconic 1960’s
television sitcom Get Smart, com-
plete with a detective named Maxine
Smart (Jackie Samuels-Jaffee) who
used…would you believe, a shoe
phone?

Ms. Shanebrook loosely based one
of the students on her husband, Joshua

Wein, and his love of
technology. Although
she had no say in cast-
ing, he landed the role
of the boy who inces-
santly used his “smart
phone” to tie evidence
together with fellow
“students” Katie
Garguilo, Lani
Lipkind and Bill Sick-
les. The kids ulti-
mately discovered the
thief was actually the
museum’s curator.

“The underlying
theme is that art be-
longs to everyone, and
the idea that someone
took it for themselves
is wrong,” Ms.
Shanebrook told The
Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “Art
should be shared. It
belongs to the world.”

While art was sto-
len in the script, it also
could be said those
portraying the art “stole the show”
during their performances.

Patty Vera infused great sass and
spunk into DaVinci’s Mona Lisa
(a.k.a. “The Original Poker Face”),
which segued into a lively Lady Gaga-
inspired dance number. Mark
Parmelee’s turn as Rodin’s Thinker
drew big laughs from the crowd, as he
stomped around flexing silver muscles
and tossing one-liners in a booming
voice.

The show incorporated its tradi-
tional teachers’ number (“Night in
Bangkok”) and additionally gave
Principal Andrew Perry and his staff
some speaking parts this year.

The annual men’s number featured
them sashaying as Botticelli-inspired
cherubs, complete with halos, curly
wigs and wings. After their amusing
attempt at a Radio City Rockette-
style kick line, the crowd applauded
for (and received) an encore.

“Every year it’s a show staple, and
it’s always a showstopper,” said Carl
Pansini, who co-produced with Mary
Claire Givelber, Tom Fuccillo and
Josie O’Brien, who additionally por-
trayed Wanda the curator on stage.

Two male “angels” also exchanged
the show’s trademark “muck and
mire” joke.

The show is Washington School’s
largest annual fundraiser, with par-
ents participating on every level, both
on stage and behind the scenes.

Co-directors Charlie Bowman and
Linda Habgood spoke with The
Leader and  The Times about the
tremendous effort that went into rec-

reating famous works of art for the
stage.

In addition to parent Barbara
McElheny and her committee paint-
ing the detailed sets, this year Wash-
ington School art teacher Dianna
D’Amico involved students “at every
grade level.”

She incorporated studying the cel-
ebrated works into the curriculum.
She also broke five paintings down
into grids and had classes paint indi-
vidual sections for the show.

Mr. Bowman said the students did
not see their final pieces joined to-
gether to create the masterpieces un-
til they were brought onto the stage
on Opening Night.

Ms. Habgood, Mr. Pansini and their
spouses also participated in the enter-
taining couples’ dance, which con-
sisted of vintage “flappers” and their
partners stepping out Charleston-style.

In fact, many families had both
parents contributing to and/or par-
ticipating in the show.

Elena Nazzaro designed the Get
Sm’Art logo, while her husband, Paul,
played keyboard in the band, directed
by Mitch Slater.

Mr. Nazzaro remarked about how
wonderful it is that entire families get
involved, pointing out the children’s
artwork lining the walls of the audito-
rium.

During intermission, he joined the
band for rousing renditions of songs
like “Sweet Home Alabama” that had
the audience clapping and singing
along.

Mr. Pansini said this year’s mul-

tiple snowstorms wreaked havoc on
rehearsal schedules. He expressed his
appreciation to the Westfield Board
of Education and Roosevelt School
for allowing use of the auditorium on
a couple of nights when school had
been closed due to inclement weather
during the day. He was particularly
grateful to Michael Morris, mainte-
nance supervisor, who came down to
open the building for them.

Mr. Pansini reported the show
nearly sold out all three of its perfor-
mances. He said tickets and ad sales
usually net approximately $25,000
to $30,000.

Proceeds will be turned over to
Washington School’s PTO, which in
the past has utilized it for classroom
resources like Smart Boards and the
recent installation of the track on
school grounds.

Photo courtesy of Loly Moreno-Wizniewski
LOST IN THOUGHT… Mark
Parmelee as Rodin’s Thinker.

Photo courtesy of Loly Moreno-Wizniewski
PICTURE PERFECT…Patty Vera as
the Mona Lisa.

Continuo Arts Summer Musical
Theater Conservatory Auditions

WESTFIELD  – The Continuo
Arts Foundation is holding open call
auditions for young artists, ages 7
through 18, for its intensive three-
week Summer Musical Theater Con-
servatory. This year’s conservatory
will present a double feature: Beauty
and the Beast and Aladdin.

In this three-week musical theater
immersion experience, students will
learn about the key elements of mu-
sical theater, enjoy working with an
experienced, professional staff and
expand their knowledge in areas that
match their interests and talents.

A professional staff provides en-

WF Symphony Presents A
Ballroom Spectacular

Britten: Serenade for Tenor, Horn, and Strings,
Six Dance Numbers, Stravinsky: Suite from The Firebird

 By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – A good-sized crowd
braved the rain, fog and ice on Satur-
day to attend the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s (WSO) annual
program at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center. This refurbished
hall is visually impressive, and has
good acoustics and good sight lines
from every part of the house.

The program had three distinct
parts – the Britten Serenade, six ball-
room dancing numbers and
Stravinsky’s Suite from his ballet,
The Firebird.

Britten’s Serenade for Tenor, Horn,
and Strings opened the program. This
often dark, introspective work was
written at the request of famed hornist
Dennis Brain at a time when Britain
was in the throes of World War II.
Britten decided on a setting of six
poems by various British poets on
the themes of night and darkness,
and composed, in essence, a duet
between French horn and tenor solo-
ist accompanied by string orchestra.

Britten wrote a true virtuoso part
for the horn, and it was brilliantly
performed Saturday night by the
WSO’s Principal Horn, Patrick
Milando. The French horn is perhaps
the most difficult instrument in an
orchestra, and seldom does one hear
a sound and technique as solid and
inspiring as Milando’s. There was
never a tentative attack or a bobbled
pitch, and he played with beautiful
line and musical insight.

Britten requested that the opening
and closing horn monologues be
played on the natural horn – that is,
an early version of the French horn,
which, like the more familiar bugle,
can play only notes which occur natu-
rally in the overtone series. Without
modern valves to alter the pitches,
the horn sounds somewhat out of
tune to our 21st-century ears, but it
adds a more earthy, rustic sound to
the work.

Tenor soloist Charles Reid did an
excellent job as well. Britten wrote a
lot of music for his lifelong compan-
ion, tenor Peter Pears, whose voice
had a somewhat “whiter” (as op-
posed to the more robust Italian)
sound than we are accustomed to
hearing now. Reid found a nice bal-
ance between the two, with fine con-
trol over the shadings and colora-
tions of his voice, to great expressive
effect. It was a shame, however, that
the house lights were not turned up to
enable the audience to follow the text
printed in the program.

No singer, no matter how diligent,
can make all the words clear to a
listener, and both Britten’s careful
settings of the texts and the horn’s
commentaries on them were lost.
After this somewhat introspective
beginning, the program shifted gears
to present what was billed as “a ball-
room spectacular.”

Three couples – all specialists in
their particular styles – presented a
mini-history of ballroom dancing,
from the Viennese waltz to the spicy
samba. That waltz of all waltzes,
Johann Strauss’ Blue Danube,
sounded wonderful and lush played
by the full orchestra, and dancers
Travis and Jamiee Tuft personified
the cool, stylized Viennese waltz
style, which emphasizes upper-body
posture and elegant flowing motion.

They later returned to Cole Porter’s

famous Begin the Beguine. These are
dances of subtlety, however, and could
not compete for attention with the
flashy, acrobatic performances of
couples Roberto Pagan and Rosa
Guiliana Paredes, and Carolina
Jaurena and Carlos Doñan.

Jaurena and Doñan had fun with
Herbie Hancock’s Watermelon Man
accompanied by a jazz sextet, and
later danced a sensual tango to Astor
Piazolla’s Oblivion, with strolling
solo violinist concertmaster Byung-
Kook Kwak.

Pagan’s and Paredes’ rendition of
Tico Tico brought down the house
with a performance full of lifts and
throws and acrobatics. For a finale,
all six dancers returned for Bernstein’s
“Mambo” from West Side Story.

An extra-musical commentary was
provided by the lighting crew, who
changed the stage lights from red to
blue, to various pastels, for the differ-
ent dances.

The evening came to a rousing
finish with the 1919 Suite from Igor
Stravinsky’s ballet, The Firebird. The
music for this ballet, composed in
1910 for Sergei Diaghilev’s Ballet
Russe in Paris, was the work which
launched the 28-year-old composer
into international prominence, and it
is still the most-often performed of
all his works.

Based on stories from Russian folk-
lore (evil ogre king, magical crea-
tures, captured princesses, gallant
prince), the original ballet score is 45
minutes long; Stravinsky excerpted
various movements into shorter suites
for orchestral performance.

The Firebird is noted for its bril-
liant orchestration and orchestral ef-
fects – the wildly energetic “Infernal
Dance of King Kashchkei” is a tech-
nical tour de force for any orchestra,
and WSO’s fine musicians made the
most of it.

Other highlights were the various
solos performed with delicacy and
finesse by the orchestra’s principal
wind players in “The Princesses’
Game with the Golden Apples” and
the lovely “Berceuse” with its fa-
mous bassoon solo. Perhaps the most
magical moment is the beginning of
the Finale, when the French horn
emerges from a mystical string pas-
sage with a statement of the majestic
closing theme that is like the sun
rising at the dawn.

It leads into one of the most glori-
ous finales in all of classical music,
as the ogre’s evil spell is broken and
all the bewitched are restored to their
proper selves. Maestro David Wroe
performed his own personal tour de
force by conducting this highly com-
plex work from memory. Constant
changes of meter, tempi and instru-
mentation make this difficult to con-
duct even with a score – to do it from
memory is quite a feat, indeed. Bravo!

This wonderful orchestra con-
cludes its season with a May 14 per-
formance, which will include
Tchaikovsky’s famous Symphony 5.
Westfield is unique in having an out-
standing professional orchestra in a
town of this size.

 It should go without saying that,
just as you support your sports teams,
your restaurants and your theaters,
you should support your orchestra,
which is one of the crown jewels of
northern New Jersey. They are a home
team, which hits a home run every
time.

Annual Jazz Festival at SPFHS to
Spotlight Young Musicians

SCOTCH PLAINS – Two nights
of hot jazz will melt winter’s icy chill
during the 14th Annual
Jazz Band Festival, Febru-
ary 15 and 22, at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS).

Young jazz musicians
from eight central New Jer-
sey schools will perform,
including three jazz en-
sembles from SPFHS.

The February 15 lineup
will include: JP Stevens
High School, Bridgewater
High School, Alexandria Middle
School, and SPF Jazz and Jazz Lab

from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. The February 22 lineup will

include: Bridgewater High
School, South Brunswick
High School, West Orange
High School, JP Stevens
High School, Edison High
School and Moonglowers
and SPF Jazz from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

Both  evenings’ programs
will begin at 6:30 p.m.

The cost will be $7 for
general admission, and $5
for students and senior citi-

zens. SPFHS is located at 667
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.
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richment in voice, acting, dance, cho-
reography, staging, improvisation,
character study, makeup techniques,
stage management and set design.

The Conservatory, a tuition pro-
gram with scholarships available,
will begin on Tuesday, July 5, and
end with two fully staged and cos-
tumed performances on Saturday,
July 23.

Registration forms and conserva-
tory information can be found at
continuoarts.com.

Auditions are by appointment
only. To schedule an audition, call
(908) 264-5324.

Antioch Chamber to
Present Concert

SUMMIT– On Friday, March 4, at
7 p.m., the international award-win-
ning vocal ensemble Antioch will
give its first local concert in over a
year at the Calvary Church, located at
31 Woodland Avenue in Summit.

Tickets for the event are $15 for
general admission, $10 for students
and seniors, and will be available for
purchase at the door.

For more information about this
and other upcoming performances,
visit AntiochChamberEnsemble.org.

Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman
DO YOU BELIEVE IN MAGIC?…The cast perfects its performance during a dress rehearsal for
the Washington School performance of Get Sm’Art! Pictured front row, from left to right, are: Amy
Warsh, Ellen Devin and Giulietta Albano; second row, left to right, are: Francine Hyland and Anja
Cugno, and back row, from left to right, are: Erin Pettit, Monica Bergin, Dorothy Norris and Brad
Norris.

Photo courtesy of Joe Perez
DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY...Travis and Jaimee Tuft present a magnificent
waltz to the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s Blue Danube.

Coffee With Conscience
WESTFIELD - David Buskin and

Robin Batteau, accompanied by per-
cussionist Marshal Rosenberg, will
perform as part of the Coffee With
Conscience concert series on Satur-
day, February 12, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield lo-
cated at 1 East Broad Street

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. and the
performance begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $19 in advance and $23 at the
door.

For more information and to get
your tickets in advance, please visit
buskinbatteau.eventbrite.com.




