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FCC Honors Alia Ansari
With Marc Hardy Award

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield has
named Alia Ansari, a senior at
Cranford High School, as the winner
of this year’s Marc Wesley Hardy
Human Rights Award. The award is
given annually to a young
person who has distin-
guished himself or her-
self in the area of human
rights.

As a Pakistani-Ameri-
can who faced hostility
following 9/11, Alia has
made it a personal mis-
sion to learn about other
cultures and help her class-
mates appreciate and re-
spect diversity. For the
past two years, she has been president
of Cranford High School’s “Share the
Dream” club, which fosters aid to
those in need and understanding of
diverse cultures.

In her role as club president, Alia
spearheaded fundraising for the vic-
tims of Haiti’s earthquake and started
a pen collection for students in
Kenya. As part of a school-wide
multicultural event, she plans to co-

ordinate a trip to Six Flags to expose
the students to different countries
and cultures.

In addition to her academic and
extracurricular activities, Alia volun-
teers as an EMT. In a short time she

has become a cadet cap-
tain, helping to train
younger members. Her
interest in diversity ex-
tends to her choice of elec-
tives, which include
Spanish, Japanese,
woodshop and journal-
ism, as well as cosmetol-
ogy through the Union
County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools.

Alia received her
award, consisting of a check and cer-
tificate, during a recent service at the
First Congregational Church. This
human rights award was created in
memory of Marc Hardy, a member of
First Congregational who lost his life
in a car accident in his senior year at
Westfield High School in 1990. The
Class of 1990 honored Marc at its 20-
year reunion with a contribution to
the award fund.

Alia Ansari

Genealogical Society
Lists Meeting Topics
WESTFIELD – The Genealogi-

cal Society of the West Fields will
feature Nancy Humphrey today,
Thursday, February 10, at 1 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street. Mrs.
Humphrey will present a geographi-
cal patchwork of her family.

The Genealogical Society’s annual
trip to Ellis Island will take place in
May. The $45 cost includes lunch and
admission. Carpooling and lunch will
be arranged. Interested persons may
sign up by calling Mrs. Humphrey at
(908) 612-6029 or e-mailing
nlhumphrey315@hotmail.com.

During the Society’s March 10
meeting, Steven Glazer from the New
Jersey Civil War Sesquicentennial
Committee will discuss his book
“Discover Your Community’s War
Heritage,” a guide for researchers.

The program for the April 14 meet-
ing will be announced.

“Flags that Flew Over the Colo-
nies,” presented by Ira Jersey, will
be featured at the May 12 meeting.
Mr. Jersey’s presentation will high-
light the progression of flags uti-
lized within the American colonies.

Meetings of the Genealogical So-
ciety are held on the second Thurs-
day of the month at 1 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library. Non-
members are invited. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

BUDDING GARDENERS…Rake and Hoe Juniors work on their “Imaginocean”
sea creature entries for the annual New Jersey Flower and Garden Show for
February. Pictured, from left to right, are: Top row, Elise Morano and Pinar
Pekdemir, and bottom row, Emma Phillips, Merve Pekdemir, Rachel Holt and
Julia Ross.

Rake and Hoe Club Juniors
Gear Up For Garden Show

WESTFIELD – The Rake and Hoe
Garden Club Juniors of Westfield are
working on fanciful “Imaginocean”
sea creatures for the New Jersey
Flower and Garden Show, entitled
“Gardens on Broadway.” The show
will be held Thursday through Sun-
day, February 17 to 20, at the New
Jersey Convention Center, located at
97 Sunfield Road in Edison.

This year’s theme will be “Funky
Broadway.” Members are preparing
crafts and flower designs to com-
pete in six categories, including The
Addams Family jazzy table settings
and Avenue Q flower arrangements
using a favorite playbill. The com-
petition is open to New Jersey Gar-
den Club members. To join the Rake

and Hoe Junior Garden Club, call
Beth Siano at (908) 233-4150.

The New Jersey Flower and Garden
Show attracts more than 25,000 flower
and garden enthusiasts annually, high-
lighting display gardens, a Standard
Flower Show presented by the Garden
Club of New Jersey, the Garden Mar-
ketplace and seminars, among other
offerings. For information about visit-
ing the show, access macevents.com/
show.cfm/eventID/121.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield has a long-term reputa-
tion for its service to the community
and donations to worthy causes. Its
diverse membership spans all ages,
interests and occupations. Affiliated
with the National Council of State
Garden Clubs and the Garden Club
of New Jersey, the Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield has be-
tween 50 and 70 members. For more
information, call Maryann
Pietruszki, club president, at (908)
789-9254.

United Fund Asks Residents
To Send Valentine to Town

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
United Fund (WUF) invites all resi-
dents to send a “Valentine to
Westfield” as part of a new market-
ing campaign designed to broaden
awareness of the agency and its work
in the community.

A direct-mail postcard delivered
to all households asks residents to
go to ILoveWestfield.org and fill out
a short survey of their favorite things
about Westfield. The survey addi-
tionally asks residents what the one
thing is they would like to see
changed about the town.

For every response received dur-
ing the month of February, Two River
Community Bank will donate $5 to
the Westfield United Fund. The re-
sults of the survey will be publicized
in local media, as well as through
the fund’s new Facebook page.

“The Valentine campaign is a novel
way of reaching out to new support-
ers based on a shared love of
Westfield,” said Linda Maggio, WUF
executive director. “With just a few
simple clicks, they can tell us all that
they appreciate about this wonder-

ful, caring community of ours, as
well as generate a small contribu-
tion to WUF. We hope this will be
the start of an ongoing, web-based
dialogue and greater visibility for
the fund.”

Since 1937, the WUF has
partnered with local social service
agencies to help neighbors in need.
Funds from the annual campaign are
used to support 18 member agen-
cies, among them The Arc of Union
County, CONTACT We Care, Mo-
bile Meals and the Westfield Day
Care Center. For additional infor-
mation and a full list of member
agencies, visit
WestfieldUnitedFund.org.

First Congregational Plans
Open House This Sunday

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church will welcome
visitors and prospective members
to an open house event this Sunday,
February 13, at 10 a.m. All indi-
viduals and families who are seek-
ing a new faith community are in-
vited to attend.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to experience a traditional con-
gregational worship service, led by
the Reverend Mark Boyea, senior
minister. Church school and childcare
will be provided during the service
for children of all ages. Infant care
will be available in the crib room.

A coffee hour will be held in the
church’s Patton Auditorium directly
following the service. Tours of the
church will be offered, and repre-

sentatives from the church’s vari-
ous boards will be available to pro-
vide information about opportuni-
ties for outreach service, education
and fellowship.

Located at 125 Elmer Street in
Westfield, the First Congregational
Church is a member of the United
Church of Christ. The church’s mem-
bership comprises a broad mix of de-
nominational backgrounds, including
Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, Bap-
tist, Episcopal, Lutheran and Quaker.

The church is accessible by a
wheelchair ramp. Infrared listen-
ing devices are available for the
hearing impaired. For further infor-
mation, call the church office at
(908) 233-2494 or visit the church
website: fccofwestfield.org.

‘Farmer’s Year’ to Feature
Colonial Activities For Kids
WESTFIELD – “A Farmer’s Year

for Children” will be presented this
Sunday, February 13, from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum, located at 614 Mountain Av-
enue in Westfield.

A Colonial farmer’s life involved
endless tasks, all of which were con-
trolled by the seasons. Regardless of
weather conditions, work on the farm
was a constant, necessary in order to
ensure the family’s survival.

The program will detail seasonal
life on an early American farm
through storytelling, featuring the
book “Ox Cart Man” by Donald
Hall. Children will have an oppor-
tunity to try out Colonial-era farm
chores, such as carding, spinning
and tin piercing, and will be able to
make a tin craft to take home. The
museum’s gift shop, offering Co-
lonial toys, books, crafts and edu-
cational items, will be open.

Admission to the program will
be $3 for adults, $1 for students
and free for children under age 4.

Upcoming programs include
“Maple Sugar Sunday” on March
6; “The Art of Silhouettes” on
March 13; “Slaves in Colonial New
Jersey” on March 20 and “Follow-

ing George Washington’s Trail in
New Jersey” on March 27. Demon-
strations of authentic open-hearth
cooking also will resume in March.

The museum is available for
school or other group tours during
weekdays, scout tours after school
and special programs on site at
schools or for other community
groups. Volunteers are always wel-
come, and full training is provided.
For more information, call the mu-
seum office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum website is
millercoryhouse.org.

‘Y’ Announces Date
For Blood Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host a blood drive on Satur-
day, February 19, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. in the Kellogg Room at the Main
“Y” Facility, located at 220 Clark
Street in Westfield. New Jersey Blood
Services will facilitate the blood drive.

In order to give blood, donors must
be in generally good health, weigh
110 pounds or more and be at least 17
years of age. Sixteen-year-olds may
donate blood with parental consent.
Donors are asked to bring identifica-
tion and to have plenty to eat or drink
the day of the blood drive.

Blood donors will be entered into a
raffle for a one-month membership
to the Westfield Area “Y” and other
prizes. Clyne & Murphy of Westfield
will provide sandwiches.

For questions about medical eligi-
bility, call 1-(800) 933-2566 or visit
nybloodcenter.org. To make an ap-
pointment in advance, e-mail
j.sacca@yahoo.com or call Jean Cruz
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 417.
Walk-ins also will be welcome.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Suburban Vegetarians
Set Valentine Dinner
SUMMIT – Suburban Vegetarians

will hold their 11th annual Valentine’s
Day dinner on Monday, February 14,
from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Winberie
Restaurant, located at the corner of
Springfield Avenue and Kent Place
Boulevard in Summit. All are wel-
come. Participants need not be veg-
etarians to attend. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 277-1833 or e-mail
burbveg@comcast.net.

SMALL HANDS, BIG HEARTS...The Westfield United Fund (WUF) gets an
adorable “thank you” from students at the Westfield Day Care Center, which has
been providing child care for more than 40 years. Support from the WUF helps
sustain the programs of the Westfield Day Care Center, as well as 18 other social-
services agencies serving the Westfield community. For more information or to
make a donation to the WUF, visit westfieldunitedfund.org.

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation

Historical Society Sets
New Program Date

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society program with Steven
Glazer has been moved from Friday,
February 11, to Friday, February 25.
Mr. Glazer will discuss ties this area
has to the Civil War in commemora-
tion of the 150th anniversary of the
beginning of the conflict.

Free and open to the public, this
program will be held at 7:30 p.m. in
the Westfield Municipal Building
Community Room, located at 425
East Broad Street. Light refreshments
will be served. For more information,
call the Westfield Historical Society
at (908) 233-1794.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, February 14, at 1:30 p.m. in
the Holy Trinity Interparochial School
gymnasium, located at 336 First Street
in Westfield. “George the Magician”
from Springfield will entertain.
Guests are welcome.

The Reverend Matthew Looney has
announced the club’s upcoming trip
to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse in
Clinton on Wednesday, March 30.
The price is $70 and includes enter-
tainment and lunch. Interested per-
sons are asked to see Reverend
Looney at Monday’s meeting.

Single Jewish Friends
Post Luncheon Date

AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Luncheon on Sunday, February
27, at noon at Red Lobster, located at
635 Route 1 South/Gill Lane in Iselin.
The cost is $3 plus the price of a meal
from the menu and tip. To respond,
call Roberta at (908) 668-8450.


