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– Obituaries –
Muriel Cook, 79, Reading Specialist;
Was Active In Presbyterian Church

Muriel McDonald Cook, 79, of
Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2011, at her residence.

Mrs. Cook was an elementary
school reading specialist with the New
York City Public School system. She
last worked with children at P.S. 123
in Queens before retiring in 2002.

She was a graduate of Columbia
University and held two master’s de-
grees from Adelphi University and
SUNY New Paltz.

Formerly of Freeport, N.Y., Mrs.
Cook was a 38-year member of the
First Presbyterian Church of Freeport.
She served as the clerk of the church
Session from 1987 until 1999. She
also was a deacon and an elder, as
well as serving as a youth advisor and
Sunday school teacher. Additionally,
she was a past member of the Church
Women United and of the Presbytery
of Long Island.

Mrs. Cook was a past president of
the Music Parents Association of
Freeport, and was active with Family
Service of Freeport.

She was the beloved wife of the
late Donald Richard Cook.

Surviving are two sons, William
Henry Cook and his wife, Carole, of
Westfield, N.J. and Robert Edward
Cook and his wife, Jill, of Manhattan,
N.Y.; four grandchildren, Davidson
Trisler, William D. “Billy” Cook, Ste-
fanie Cook and Katharine Cook; her
sisters-in-law, Hilda McDonald and
Carol Kissane and her husband, John,
and her cousin, Edna Szeliga.

A Service of Remembrance was
held on Friday, February 4, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Pri-
vate interment took place in the Ever-
green Cemetery in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial contributions in her
memory may be made to The First
Presbyterian Church of Freeport,
N.Y., The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield or to Reading is Funda-
mental.
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CONTACT to Commence
Volunteer Training Class

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, a crisis intervention and sui-
cide prevention hotline based in
Westfield, will begin its new training
class for prospective hotline volun-
teers on Wednesday, March 2.

An orientation and screening ses-
sion will take place on Wednesday,
February 16, beginning at 7 p.m. in
the lounge at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Prospective volunteers ready to
commit to a minimum of 100 hours
service on the hotline will be asked to
pay a $50 fee for training materials.
Anyone interested in receiving train-
ing that may be used for their profes-
sional development can pay a $300
tuition fee and receive a certificate at
the end of the training in May.

Among those who have found new
career opportunities through their ex-
perience as a CONTACT We Care
volunteer is Allison Wise. She became
involved with the organization after
meeting CONTACT listener Debra
Clark during a bicycling tour through
France in the summer of 2009.

Ms. Wise recently had given up a
lucrative, yet unfulfilling, job in fi-
nance and challenged herself to find
a career that would make an impact.
Fairly certain she was headed into
social work, she had applied to the
graduate social work program at
Fordham University.

Ms. Clark suggested to her that
signing on with CONTACT would
both give her an opportunity to make
a difference in people’s lives and
complement any work she might do
toward a degree in social work. Upon
returning from France, Ms. Wise
signed up for the fall training class.

As part of her graduate program last

year, Ms. Wise was doing an intern-
ship at a social service agency dedi-
cated to providing services for the
homeless. The director, her supervi-
sor, was interviewing licensed clinical
social workers for a case management
supervisor position. After several
weeks of interviewing, the director
decided Ms. Wise was actually the
best candidate for the job, based on
extensive discussions with her regard-
ing the agency, its mission, its services
and its specific clients – clients the
director knew were increasingly rely-
ing on, relating to and requesting to
work directly with Ms. Wise.

More than any other candidate,
Ms. Wise had demonstrated she had
the right touch with the clients and
the ability to carry out the agency’s
work. She will not get the title until
she gets her degree, but she already
has gotten the job.

Her ability to listen to people was a
skill she had honed during CONTACT’s
12-week basic training class, and then
through service on its crisis hotline. “It
was my CONTACT training in active
listening that got me my new job,” said
Ms. Wise. “CONTACT taught me how
to listen to clients and to make them
feel heard and respected.”

For more information on the CON-
TACT training program and orienta-
tion, call Training Director Susan
Fasano at (908) 301-1899 or e-mail
sue.fasano@contactwecare.org.

Alec Lehmann, 63
Alec Lehmann, 63, of Berkeley

Heights, N.J., formerly of Fanwood,
N.J., died on Sunday, January 30, 2011.

Mr. Lehmann was born in Lake-
wood, N.J., but lived in Fanwood for
most of his life.

He earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from Rutgers University and
was employed by AT&T as an ac-
count manager for more than 20 years.

Alec is survived by his two broth-
ers, Rowland and Chuck Lehmann,
and his sister, Pam Booth.
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Nancy Skorge, 79, Active In Church;
Elementary Teacher For 25 Years

Nancy Harkrader Skorge, 79, of
Toms River passed away on Satur-
day, January 29, 2011, at Ocean
Medical Center in Brick.

Nancy was a third- and fourth-
grade elementary teacher with the
Toms River School System for 25
years, retiring in 1991.

She was a former longtime mem-
ber of the St. Andrew United Meth-
odist Church, where she was involved
with the Super Seniors Group. She
currently was an active member of
the First United Methodist Church
of Toms River.

Nancy loved quilting, knitting, sew-
ing and crafting and was an avid
reader. Born and raised in Westfield,
she moved to Toms River in 1966.

She was predeceased by her be-
loved husband, Edwin T. Skorge, in
1990.

Surviving are her children, Ralph
Skorge and his wife, Laurie, and
Judith Skorge; two sisters, Alice
Johnson and Grace Hathaway, and
two loving grandchildren, Leanne
and Bryan.

There will be a memorial to cel-
ebrate the life of Nancy Skorge on
Saturday, February 19, at 11 a.m. at
the First United Methodist Church
of Toms River on Chestnut Street
and Old Freehold Road. A reception
will follow.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Nancy’s name can be made to the
ASPCA (www.aspca.org) or the First
United Methodist Church of Toms
River.

The Kedz Funeral Home of Toms
River is in charge of the arrange-
ments.
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Allen J. Coleman, Wartime Photographer;
CBS Writer Who Worked With Cronkite

Allen J. Coleman of Edison passed
on Saturday, January 29, 2011.

Born in Kutztown, Pa., Mr.
Coleman was a dedicated member
of the First Church of Christ, Scien-
tist in Westfield for many years.

From 1951 until 1985, Mr.

Coleman was a writer for CBS News,
working directly with Walter
Cronkite.

A veteran of the U.S. Army during
World War II, he had been a photog-
rapher based on bombers flying mis-
sions over Europe. During the Battle
of the Bulge, he also saw action on
the front lines in combat.

Following the war, Mr. Coleman
worked for the former New York Her-
ald Tribune from 1946 until 1951.

Mr. Coleman was preceded in death
by his wife, Florence, and is survived
by two brothers, Leonard of Florida
and Norman of California; a niece,
Stephanie Grant, and five nephews,
Steven Grant and Robert, Richard,
Brian and Mark Coleman.

Private services were held under
the direction of Gray Funeral Direc-
tors of Westfield.
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Irene Zuchowski, 87
Irene Zuchowski, 87, of Fanwood

died on Saturday, February 5, 2011,
at Westfield Center Genesis
ElderCare in Westfield.

Born and raised in Newark, she
resided in Fanwood since 1953.

Mrs. Zuchowski was employed as
an administrative assistant with
Reinville Co. in Scotch Plains be-
fore retiring.

Surviving are her husband of 66
years, Leonard; two daughters, Carol
Lynne Simon (and her husband, An-
drew) and Jeanne DiNicola (and her
husband, Robert); three grandchildren,
Eric Daniel Simon (and his wife,
Amanda), Matthew DiNicola (and his
wife, Sarah) and Leslie DiNicola, and
one great-granddaughter, Zara.

A prayer service was held on Mon-
day, February 7, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Cremation was private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, 218 Forest Road, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023. For additional informa-
tion or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Dominick R. Merrill, 86
Dominick R. Merrill, 86, of Scotch

Plains, beloved husband of Elizabeth
(née Koehnlein), passed away on
Saturday, February 5, 2011, at
Ashbrook Nursing Home in Scotch
Plains.

Born in Plainfield, he was a long-
time resident of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Merrill worked for the A&P
Tea Company for 46 years, retiring in
1990.

Surviving are his wife; his sons,
Paul and his wife, Sandra, and Bruce
and his wife, Jean Anne, and his
grandchildren, Christopher, Krista,
Darcy, Kimberly and Robyn.

His brother, Anthony Merrill, and
his sisters, Elizabeth Morella,
Philomena Tettamanti, Carmella
Merrill, Mary Piano and Jennie Keve,
predeceased him.

A service was held on Tuesday,
February 8, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Interment followed at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory to the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad would be appreciated.

February 10, 2011

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Senior Club to Hold
Valentine Luncheon

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Senior
Citizen Club of Mountainside will
host its annual Valentine’s Day lun-
cheon at 12:15 p.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 14. It will take place at the
Spanish Tavern restaurant, located at
1239 Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

The luncheon menu will consist of
a choice of chicken, fish, beef or
paella; soup of the day; coffee, tea,
soda, wine and sangria. A choice of
three desserts also will be included.

The cost is $26 for members and
$30 for non-members. Checks should
be made payable to the Senior Citi-
zen Club of Mountainside and mailed
to Eve Vitale, 286 Ravenswood,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092. For more
information, call Eve Vitale at (908)
789-8568. All are welcome.

Westfield
Tuesday, February 1, Eric A.

Tunis, 57, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters
on an outstanding Fairfield Town-
ship traffic warrant in the amount
of $240. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 1, Jeffrey
Teal, 31, of Piscataway was ar-
rested at the Milltown Borough
Police Department on an outstand-
ing Westfield warrant in the amount
of $1,000. A further investigation
revealed that Teal was wanted on
warrants from Clark, for $541;
Newark, for $700, and Edison, for
$300. Teal was unable to post bail
and turned over to the Union
County jail.

Tuesday, February 1, Jeremy
Smart, 30, of Easton, Pa. was ar-
rested on a Pohatcong warrant in
the amount of $500 pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at North Av-
enue and Tuttle Parkway. He was
processed and released on his own
recognizance with a new court date.

Wednesday, February 2, a resi-
dent of the 900 block of Harding
Street reported being the victim of
attempted fraud. According to the
victim, an unknown individual had
called her and told her she had won
$500,000 and a Mercedes Benz.
The suspect then instructed the vic-
tim to send $1,591 to cover ship-
ping and handling costs to an ad-
dress in Las Vegas, Nev.

Thursday, February 3, Samantha
D. Marino, 40, of Scotch Plains
was arrested at East Broad Street
and Harrison Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). She was released on her
own recognizance to a sober adult.

Friday, February 4, Joao
Rodrigues, 23, of Newark was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Davis Court. The
warrants were from Cranford, for
$689; Newark, for $201; Harrison,
for $89, and Union, for $250.
Rodrigues posted bail on all war-
rants and was released.

Friday, February 4, Jared Davis,
29, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested
and charged with two counts of
shoplifting and possession of bur-
glary tools. According to police,
Davis allegedly shoplifted from
clothing stores on Central Avenue
and East Broad Street. Authorities
also discovered there was a war-
rant for his arrest from Jersey City
in the amount of $53. Bail was set
at $10,000. Davis was unable to
post bail and was turned over to
the Union County jail.

Saturday, February 5, a business
on the 100 block of West North
Avenue reported the theft of a Droid
telephone. According to police,
there currently are no suspects and
the incident remains under investi-
gation.

Saturday, February 5, Kabir A.
Nunnally, 41, of Newark was ar-
rested and charged with shoplift-
ing from a business located on the
200 block of Elm Street. During
the course of the investigation,
Nunnally was found to be in pos-
session of suspected cocaine, ac-
cording to police. He also was
wanted on criminal warrants from
Union, with total bail of $1,744.50;
Garwood, for $1,000; South Or-
ange, for $740, and Irvington, for
$809. Nunnally was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held pending the set-
ting of bail on the narcotics pos-
session charge.

Sunday, February 6, Joseph J.
Madden, 47, of Garwood was ar-
rested during a traffic stop in the
area of East Broad Street and
Wychview Drive and charged with
DWI. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released to a sober adult.

Sunday, February 6, Ennis T. Wil-
liams, II, 20, of Montclair was ar-
rested during a traffic stop on the
100 block of Madison Avenue and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana.
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased with a summons.

Sunday, February 6, Matthew O.
Welty, 25, of Westfield and
Stephanie Ashley, 21, of Newton
were arrested during a traffic stop
in the area of Central and Hardwick
Avenues and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia. They were
transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased with summonses.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 31, a business

owner on Route 22 reported that
two suspects came into her store
and tried to make a purchase with
a counterfeit $100 bill. When she
asked them about it, they ran out of
the store.

Thursday, February 3, a resident
of Old Farm Road reported that
she received a phone call from a
suspect who stated that he repre-
sented a company and that she
needed to pay a back fine or she
would be arrested. According to
police, she wired approximately
$3,000 to the suspect.

Thursday, February 3, a resident
of Spruce Mill Lane reported be-
ing a victim of harassment after a

neighbor, who she stated she has
had a problem with, left a note on
her windshield.

Saturday, February 5, Jamilah
Elam, 19, of Irvington was arrested
and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22. According
to police, while speaking with her,
the officer observed the suspected
marijuana. Elam was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Saturday, February 5, Aaron
McConnaughey, 31, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with pos-
session of suspected marijuana af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Front
Street. According to police, while
the officer was speaking with
McConnaughey, he observed the
suspected marijuana.
McConnaughey was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Sunday, February 6, Rui
Loureiro, 27, of Hillside was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22, at
which time the officer smelled the
odor of alcohol. According to po-
lice, Loureiro failed multiple field
sobriety tests given at the scene.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Sunday, February 6, Alfred
Stembridge, 55, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road, at which time the officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. Ac-
cording to police, Stembridge
failed multiple field sobriety tests
given at the scene. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, February 6, the man-
ager of a Park Avenue bank re-
ported a robbery after a suspect
came into the bank and handed a
note to the teller demanding money.
According to police, the male sus-
pect was given an undetermined
amount of money and he fled the
bank on foot.

Mountainside
Wednesday, February 2, a resi-

dent of Robin Hood Road reported
that a large tree branch fell on her
motor vehicle, causing damage to
the trunk area.

Sunday, February 6, Ronald L.
Hatcher, 26, of North Plainfield
was arrested and charged with DWI
and failure to submit to a breath
test after an officer responded to a
disabled vehicle in a snow bank on
Route 22. According to police,
Hatcher told authorities he had
swerved to avoid hitting another
vehicle when he struck the snow
bank. The officer detected a strong
odor of alcohol coming from
Hatcher’s breath and asked him to
perform multiple field sobriety
tests at the scene, which he failed,
police said. After being transported
to police headquarters, Hatcher was
administered several Alcotests,
during which the suspect was
thought to be trying to thwart the
results because he was not able to
adequately fill the tube with breath,
and it was treated as a refusal,
authorities reported.

Fanwood
Monday, January 31, Ras Loyd,

18, of East Orange and Tiffany
Brown, 21, of Plainfield were ar-
rested and charged with burglary
after an investigation linked them
to numerous burglaries in
Fanwood. They were processed and
turned over to the Middlesex
County jail in lieu of $50,000 bail
each.

Thursday, February 3, Tracy
Best, 41, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant
after a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and McCrea Place. She was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Thursday, February 3, Edgar
Gonzalez, 27, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Piscataway after a motor
vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 5, James
Gabriel, 47, of Fanwood was arrested
on the 200 block of Midway Avenue
after a field investigation for a Union
County Superior Court warrant. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, February 5, Kiera
Graves, 18, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with shoplift-
ing at a business on the 100 block
of South Avenue. According to
police, Graves allegedly attempted
to leave the store with a shopping
cart containing approximately
$100 worth of merchandise. Au-
thorities said store employees de-
tained Graves until police arrived,
at which time she was placed un-
der arrest. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released pending a court date.

Sunday, February 6, Harry
Decosey, Jr., 31, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Irvington
warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on LaGrande Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting
bail.

Author Diane Meier to Give
Talk at Library Next Week

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present au-
thor Diane Meier on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 16, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Ms. Meier is a marketing guru and
author of “The Season of Second
Chances” and “The New American
Wedding.” She also is the president of
MEIER, a New York City-based mar-
keting firm, the clients of which have
helped define luxury marketing for
such powerhouses as Neiman Marcus,
DeBeers, Maximilian Furs, Kohler,
Elizabeth Arden and Pierre Balmain.

According to her blog, growing up,
she and her family spent weekends and

summers in Morris County, during the
era of the Drapers, the family of the
popular television show “Mad Men.”

Throughout her career, Ms. Meier
has honed her skills in the areas of
strategic thinking, writing and de-
sign, and public speaking. Married to
bestselling author and BBC broad-
caster Frank Delaney, she has had
much to observe about writing and
speaking – from a front row seat.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on Online Calendar, or call the library
at (908) 789-4090 and press 0.

Library Friends Request
Donations For Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
continues to seek donations for its
upcoming book sale. The organiza-
tion is seeking clean, salable books
with no torn or marked pages. Both
hardcover books and paperbacks will
be accepted, as well as books on CD,
music CDs and DVDs. Donations
will be accepted until Sunday, Feb-
ruary 27, anytime the library is open,
and are tax-deductible.

Volunteers will be available to
help carry in donations on the fol-
lowing days this month: February
13, 19, 24 and 27. The Friends re-
quest that donations do not include
older or time-sensitive materials
such as videotapes, records, maga-
zines and textbooks.

The book sale will begin on
Wednesday, March 16, with a Friends-
only member preview, and will con-
tinue Thursday through Saturday,
March 17 to 19. Additionally, a
children’s book sale will be held Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 12 and 13.

To join the Friends, or find out more
information, visit scotlib.org for the
Friends page or contact president Joe
Quarto at joequarto@gmail.com. The
Friends are a non-profit organization

devoted to supporting the program-
ming and development of the library.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

www.goleader.com

Clarification
In the obituary for former Westfield

Police Chief Anthony Scutti that ap-
peared in last week’s edition, the first
name of Chief Scutti’s wife should
have been spelled Shaaron. We regret
the error.


