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JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

 WESKCM Builders  
 

   New Homes- Additions- Renovations 
 

Design-Build / In-house Architectural Services 
                                                                                                       

  Commercial—Construction Management 
                                                                                               

Contact Bill Lyons at 908-542-1500  
 blyons@weskcm.com 

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

GUTTER CLEANING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275

Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

PT

REPAIR SPECIALIST
SHEETROCK TO PAINTING

LIC# 13VH06010100

HANDYMAN SERVICES

CALL PHIL SCALI
732-609-0786

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Factory Showroom of NJ

Factory Showroom of NJ

Office: (908) 232-3500

Direct:   (908) 787-7370

Factory Showroom of NJ

305 South Avenue West

Westfield

Custom Cabinetry for the

Kitchen-Bath-Home

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

 email PDF Ad to

sales@goleader.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Big Ticket Items at Golf Courses
Put County Operations In Red

Why Is County Assistant Counsel
Allowed to Be Cranford Prosecutor?

New Health Care Law Puts Gov.
Between You and Your Insurance Co.

Letters to the Editor

Union County director of parks and
recreation, Al Faella, may “stand behind”
his profit/loss numbers on county golf
courses for 2010, but the question is:
which numbers? A few days after I criti-
cized a spreadsheet that showed the county
reporting a $140,000 profit from golf
operations as using dodgy figures. Peter
Scull, a Clark resident, received a revised
accounting which kept the $140,000
profit, but changed the fringe benefit es-
timate, added $60,000 in revenue, and
provided more detail on expenses.

However the big-ticket items for legal
bills to DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, contractual
payments due KemperSports, and any
recognition of the millions of dollars of
capital improvements were still excluded.
Otherwise the loss from county golf op-
erations in 2010 would be shown to sur-
pass $1 million. Equally outlandish was
the claim by Kathy Villaggio, who handles
finances and long-term capital projects
for the department, that Oak Ridge using

city water instead of well water is why a
$600,000 utility line item in 2008 was
justified. If that were the case then you
would imagine Clark residents were daily
facing choices between either sending
their kid to college or taking a bath. And
what will the utilities cost be when a
building housing two ice rinks uses that
same water?

The numbers in 2008 showing Oak
Ridge losing $450,000 were bogus and
put forth solely to justify the closing of
the golf course so that the multi-million
dollar MusicFest could have a proper
home. The numbers in 2010 are likewise
spurious and designed to present the hir-
ing of KemperSports to manage the
courses and subsequent expansion
projects at Galloping Hill as something
other than the unmitigated disasters they
would clearly be exposed as absent the
magic of creative accounting.

John Bury
Kenilworth

I attended the January 11, 2011
Cranford Township Committee meeting
where various appointments were made
including the appointment of a new pros-
ecutor. The new Democratic-controlled
township committee chose to appoint the

Cranford Democratic chairman, attorney
Norman Albert, to the position of pros-
ecutor. I realize that these positions have
historically been awarded as political
patronage, and I didn’t question the eth-
ics of that at the meeting.

My concern for this appointment was
that Norman Albert is a full-time county
employee. He is the first assistant Union
County counsel and is required to work 9-
5 as he is compensated on a full-time
basis with an annual salary of $113,300
and he is eligible for county health ben-
efits and a public pension. The laws of
Union County state that every county
officer and employee whose compensa-
tion is established on a full-time basis
shall devote his entire time during busi-
ness hours to the duty of the office.

If you watched that Cranford meeting,
the questions I raised weren’t answered
by the committee as this was at its root a
county issue, therefore I brought it up at
the next county freeholder meeting and I
was told by county counsel that by county
statute attorneys in the county counsel’s
office are permitted to engage in the
private practice of law.

Norman Albert is a partner in the firm
of Albert, Di Rado and Kojak located in
Cranford. His partner Mathew Di Rado is
also a full-time Union County employee.
At the time the firm was established Di
Rado was an assistant county counsel. In
2010 he was made the county personnel
director and was given a $12,000 raise;
his current salary is $94,470. At this
writing it’s unclear how this county stat-
ute, which allows full-time employees
working as attorneys in the county
counsel’s office, applies to Di Rado’s
situation.

The reason I’ve written this letter is to
follow-up on the questions I raised at the
January 11, 2011 Cranford Township
Committee meeting. According to Union
County government, Norman Albert is
within his legal right to maintain a full-
time county job, be a partner in the law
firm of Albert, Di Rado and Kojak, and
serve as prosecutor for the Township of
Cranford.

Tina Renna
Cranford

There are those who think that the
health care law that was passed last year
should be revoked. The two reasons I
have heard are that 1, the law forces
people to buy health insurance and 2, that
the law puts the government between you
and your doctor. Let’s look at these is-
sues.

In recent years, many hospitals have
been closed in New Jersey because they
were not economically viable. One of the
economic pressures on these hospitals
was the free care they were mandated to
provide to the uninsured. Many of these
uninsured people use the hospital’s emer-
gency room as their sole source of medi-
cal treatment. The present health care law
requires those who have been getting
health care in this manner to pick up part
of the tab. This does not seem so draco-
nian as many would like to represent.

Today your insurance company is be-
tween you and your doctor. They dictate
what medicine you take and what medi-

cal procedures you are provided. The
new health care law puts the government
between you and your insurance com-
pany and not between you and your doc-
tor. The law requires that your insurance
company does not reject you for preexist-
ing conditions and allows your children
to be covered on your policy until they are
26. Again, these are good things, not bad.

It is unfortunate that some people look
at these issues as political opportunities
and not as serious issues of public policy.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Town Showed Admirable Support
For Veterans at Armory Event

Westfield Resident Comments on the
December Blizzard, Snow Removal

Dear Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky and Town Administrator Jim
Gildea,

I grant that the blizzard that we just
experienced was powerful as all blizzards
are. It posed a serious challenge to the
ability of any municipal government to
make conditions safe for its residents.

Witness New York City. Nevertheless,
I do not believe, with all due respect, that
the Town of Westfield met the standards
for snow and ice removal to which its
residents, paying exceptionally high taxes,
are entitled.

Yesterday, I slipped on the slush on a
downtown road and fortunately was not
hurt. Many sidewalks were covered with
snow or ice. There was insufficient ac-
cess for pedestrians through the mounds
of snow. The downtown roads remained
a mess. The parking lot behind Barron’s
had yet to be cleared. Nor was there a
police officer in sight to direct traffic.

Yet, the parking lot of Lord and Taylor
had been cleared even before the store
opened yesterday. People could park there
and shop there. How sorry I am for the

business owners and workers in down-
town Westfield who saw their sales go
down because the Town of Westfield did
not make conditions safe for shoppers to
visit their stores! And at this most impor-
tant time of year for store sales!

More is demanded of you to make sure
that next time the Town of Westfield is
prepared for a blizzard or a plain old
major snowstorm. Former New York City
Mayor John Lindsay suffered irrevers-
ible political damage because he did not
do a good job cleaning up the snow in
Queens after a major storm in February
10,1960 dumped 15 inches of snow on
the Big Apple.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg is likewise
being criticized for poor snow clean-up.
The inadequate snow and ice removal is
all the more reason for the consolidation
of municipal governments in New Jersey
so that more money is available because
of less duplication to provide for the
safety and welfare of residents.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I’d like to express my personal appre-
ciation, in an open letter to the Town of
Westfield, my sincere gratitude for their
support for the Casino
Night event at the National
Guard Armory back in No-
vember. The dust has
settled and the efforts or-
ganizing and closing the
event are complete. Folks
have long since gone home,
but now that we’ve closed
final chapters there is time
to reflect a little on just
what this event means to
your Cavalrymen and their
families.

At the time, I was the
supervisor at the Armory;
I worked as the MC as well and was
vested in the preparation and conduct of
the event. Therefore, I had a special van-
tage point from which to observe the
citizens of Westfield and surrounding
vicinity. I am still moved by what I saw
and wanted to share it with you since the
tales of good deeds, service before self
and true spirit of volunteerism need to be
told. At the Armory we were reeling from
the donations of food and prizes. Busi-
nesses across the area quietly stepped
forward and donated time and products

for the event. Without fanfare or thought
of recognition, no one turned down an
opportunity to take part in making the

event a success. It was truly
humbling.

I wanted also to point
out that individuals across
town, even across the
county and state, but most
notably Westfield, made
Casino Night a personal
priority. Weeks before they
toiled, the night before, the
day and night of and even
day after, they were work-
ing. They showed up and
said, “What can I do.” They
ran the kitchen, served din-
ner, organized prizes,

decorated, took out the trash and cleaned
the Armory.

You should all be proud of your peers.
Both individuals and organizations moved
us with their dedication, their willingness
to just jump in and do anything and every-
thing. These are just words on a page,
however, behind them are my true admi-
ration for and fellowship with the Town
of Westfield, its residents, businesses and
elected officials.

Major Bill Morris
Burlington, N.J.

South Ave. Lot
Is Cleared of Snow

Amazingly, the South Avenue train lot
had been cleared when I parked there this
afternoon and is now in good shape.

Martha Zervas
Westfield

Major Bill Morris

McCready Decides Not to Seek
Reelection to Westfield BOE

I will not be running for re-election for
a 2011-2014 term seat on the Westfield
Board of Education due to personal and
professional commitments. I have valued
and enjoyed working with my fellow
board members and the district’s admin-
istration and staff on a variety of projects,
issues and policies over the past six years.

I am proud of what we’ve accom-
plished together, but I also know there are
many challenges ahead in these difficult
fiscal times. I wish them all the best. I
encourage those interested to seriously
consider running for the seat I am vacat-
ing. We need dedicated and creative
people to serve on Westfield’s Board of
Education who can continue our tradition
of a great education while operating un-
der increasingly difficult financial con-

straints.
I’ve always believed in the phrase “A

mind is a terrible thing to waste,” and
without finding out a way to maintain the
district’s services, I fear there will be
many children’s minds that will not be
developed to their potential.

Please consider serving and run for a
seat on Westfield’s Board of Education.

Gary McCready
Member, Westfield BOE

Redistricting, Taxation:
No Representation?

Since I recently arrived in New Jersey
for an extended visit. I’ve been hearing
about redistricting on many of the TV
channels. The whole concept of redis-
tricting smacks with “taxation without
representation is tyranny.”

How can one vote for someone and end
up with someone else? Does this bother
anyone? Districts should not be changed
for political reasons. It almost seems child-
ish, in a time when the country is on the
verge of economic collapse, for both par-
ties to be worrying about getting some
questionable advantage.

Joseph DuPont
Towanda, Pa.

State Senate Acts on
Prisoner Benefits

TRENTON - The Senate Labor Com-
mittee on Monday passed a bill thatt, if it
becomes law, would prohibit payment of
temporary disability benefits to incarcer-
ated individuals.

Senator Christopher Bateman (R-
Somerset), said, “You are already being
fed, clothed and sheltered at the taxpay-
ers’ expense. The limited money in dis-
ability funds should be reserved for hard
working, law abiding citizens who need
that money to survive.”

Governor Vetoes LNG
Offshore Project

TRENTON – Governor Chris Christie
has vetoed a proposed deepwater lique-
fied natural gas operation 16 miles off the
coast of Asbury Park. The action pre-
vents Liberty Natural Gas from construct-
ing and operating its proposed offshore
port to receive foreign vessels transport-
ing liquid natural gas (LNG) to the U.S.
for regassification.

Governor Christie said, “Offshore LNG
poses unacceptable risks to the state’s
residents, natural resources, economy and
security. We must ensure that our 126
miles of shoreline remain an economic
driver for tourism and that our fishing and
shellfish industries remain healthy and
productive now and for future genera-
tions.”

The project also would entail construc-
tion of a 9.2-mile onshore pipeline from
Linden to Perth Amboy and 44 miles of
submerged pipeline to transport up to 2.4
billion cubic feet per day of natural gas
from the deepwater port to shore.

DOE to Revamp
School Reporting

TRENTON — The New Jersey De-
partment of Education on Tuesday re-
leased the 2010 School Report Cards for
public and charter schools in the state.
The report card is available at
education.state.nj.us/rc/.

The department announced that it will
provide new, more accurate data by next
year and any changes in the way calcula-
tion are made will be thoroughly ex-
plored before implemented.

Update your Info

goleader.com/
organizations


