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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Thanks to Teens for
‘Wonderful Behavior’
On January 24 and 25, the Westfield

Memorial Library offered mid-term study
halls in the library for Westfield High
School students studying for their exams.
The entire library staff and the Board of
Trustees would like to thank Starbucks in
Westfield for generously donating
decaffeinated coffee for these study halls.
I would also like to commend the won-
derful behavior of all the teens who par-
ticipated; I am sure your diligent study-
ing every night paid off! Thank you to all
for once again making this program so
successful!

Kathy Muhm
Westfield Memorial Library

We Should Not Allow Our Town to
Suffer Because of a Builder’s Greed

Towns Should Buy Shackamaxon
To Save It From Development

Reader’s Letter Had
A lot ‘Me, Me, Me’

In Richard Humphreys’ letter to Sena-
tor Lautenberg and copied in the Febru-
ary 3 Leader he lists 12 reasons why the
Senator doesn’t represent him – all be-
ginning with “You don’t speak for me.”

That’s a lot of “me – me – me.”
Mr. Humphreys may forget that he

lives in a democracy and our senators
represent all their constituents, some of
whom may have needs that he, fortu-
nately, does not.

Ruth Clarkin
Westfield

Thanks to Donors
For Your Support

The Westfield Foundation would like
to thank our community for its near
unprecedented financial support in 2010.
The Foundation, which relies on the
generosity of many for the support of a
wide range of worthwhile charitable or-
ganizations in and surrounding
Westfield, received from a generous
Westfield area community nearly
$37,000 in “unrestricted” donations in
2010, an increase of $10,000 (37 per-
cent) over 2009.

In addition to these unrestricted funds,
the Westfield Foundation both manages
the assets of and administers more than
60 restricted private family foundations
that support a wide variety of local chari-
ties. These private foundations that we
look after also received nearly $83,000
in donations in 2010.

Since 1975, the mission of the
Westfield Foundation has been to pro-
vide either “seed” funding or specific
project funding for local charities in the
areas of support for the arts, health,
aging, historic preservation, social ser-
vices, and civic projects. In 2010, the
Foundation awarded $220,000 to 35
area programs and projects. Since 1975
the Foundation has given away
$4,000,000 to more than 75 charities in
our area.

Thank you for your generosity and for
caring about the betterment of our com-
munity and for those in need.

Anthony J.R. Cook, President
Westfield Foundation

Garwood Resident Praises
DPW Plowing Efforts

Mayor Skibitsky
Lauded for Honesty

I just finished reading Mayor
Skibitsky’s sheer absence of fact in the
January 27 issue of The Westfield Leader.
As Americans ask for more transpar-
ency in government, the mayor of this
community provided that wish in this
article.

Mr. Skibitsky explained in great de-
tail what took place in the placing of the
traffic light on Central Avenue. There is
nothing more pleasing to me than an
honest, forthright politician. They are
few and far between and we should be
proud of a man and mayor who will
stand up to criticism with facts, figures,
and records to prove it. Thank you.

Rich Parry
Westfield

Councilman Arena Thanked for
Having Snow Removed in Westfield

I do not know if I am the first, but I
certainly hope that I am not the last to
recognize the Garwood DPW for repeat-
edly doing a fantastic job clearing the
borough roadways of snow and ice this
winter. After clearing our own sidewalks
and driveways, there hasn’t been a storm
yet where we have not been able to just
back out the driveway and proceed to
drive confidently on borough roads! They
have been clear, wide and free of ice
bumps! I know immediately when I get to
the municipal boundaries!

I have also driven in our surrounding
communities and have seen cars literally
surrounded by snow and simply buried in

place! Residents still park their cars in the
streets and the plows just push the snow
around them. I have seen cars locked in
the same place days afterwards. I also
therefore applaud the governing body
members who enacted the ordinance re-
quiring that all cars be removed from
borough streets.

Between the work ethic and dedication
of our public works employees and all
municipal residents removing their cars,
Garwood’s roadways have been the BEST
this winter. I thank you all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Editor’s Note: The following was sent
to Westfield Councilman Frank Arena
and copied to The Westfield Leader.

On behalf of the entire Christopher
Academy Community, I extend our
thanks for your assistance in having the
snow removed from in front of the school.
This winter has certainly been difficult
for all and has truly tested the resources
and manpower of the town and its em-
ployees.

Our priority is the safety of our stu-
dents and their families who must park
to escort the children into school each

day. The work completed this morning
[February 3] in removing the snow was
done most efficiently. The municipal
crew was great! The job was so big and
they worked carefully even while the
children were arriving for school. The
front of our school looks great and hav-
ing the full width of Hillcrest Avenue is
wonderful! Many thanks again for your
efforts in helping us out. Westfield is a
terrific community.

Elsie Powell
Christopher Academy

Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool.

Dear Mayors Skibitsky and Malool,
I read with much interest the recent

articles in the Westfield Leader about the
possible re-development plans of the
Shackamaxon golf course. My interest is
keenly personal, as I live in the immedi-
ate area of the golf course. The traffic
along Lamberts Mill Road is bad enough
and adding 150 new residences will only
exacerbate the already bad situation.

I’d like to offer one more possibility
for consideration for redevelopment.
Since the property is located so close to
Westfield and only a minute or two drive
from the over burdened Tamaques Park,
I’d like to propose that the towns of
Westfield and Scotch Plains, jointly pur-
chase, develop and operate the property
as a mixed-use park and recreational fa-
cility.

The new property could provide the
following amenities: catering hall/com-
munity center for rent (using the existing
club house); community pool (utilizing

the existing pool on site); nine-hole golf
course, driving range (look at the possible
economic impact as evidenced by the
successfulness of the Hyatt Hills golf
complex and the expansions the county is
undertaking at Galloping Hills); addi-
tional athletic fields (football, soccer, la-
crosse, baseball, softball, baseball); ten-
nis courts; basketball courts; children’s
playground; the ever elusive skate park;
roller hockey rink(s), outdoor skating rink,
fitness running/ walking trails, and dog
run/park.

I know the immediate objection will be
how to fund such an undertaking, but with
creativity and community support where
there is a will, there is a way. This is a very
rare opportunity for both communities to
preserve the charm and character that
makes our towns true gems in a state that
is already over populated and over built.

I’d be happy to volunteer my time to be
part of a feasibility committee.

I look forward to hearing your ideas.

Dan Biglin
Westfield

When will we learn that if we are to
preserve the “historical value” of our
lovely town we must stop letting builders
have their way by tearing down 200-
year-old homes for yet another
McMansion. I believe that every
Westfield Planning Board member that
voted for the destruction of the home at
1049 East Broad Street should resign.
You obviously do not value what is truly
important in maintaining the integrity of
our town.

Week after week we read about the
difficulty residents go through trying to
get approval for a deck or a small exten-
sion on their home. Yet, we grant permis-
sion to Mr. Mahoney, who did nothing to
maintain this historical home, the right to
demolish it. The original agreement on

his part was to move the home and then
restore it. I would have thought that our
planning board members were intelligent
enough to see through Mr. Mahoney’s
ruse. If he left the house unattended for
long enough (as he did), then he could
come back to the board and claim it is
now in a state of disrepair. The state of
disrepair was his doing!

We cannot be, nor should we be, so
shortsighted as to look into the not too
distant future and see that McMansions
are not going to draw people to lovely
“Colonial Westfield.” However, perhaps
more importantly, we should not allow
our town to suffer because of greed.

Linda Attanasio
Westfield

Former Cranford Mayor Labels
Appointment of Attorney ‘Unethical’
Mr. Aschenbach ignored and violated

the fair and open process established by
the township committee in his effort to
dictate the appointment of the township’s
legal counsel last November. Just re-
cently he completed a repeat perfor-
mance in the equally unethical appoint-
ment of Mr. McCarthy to the position on
January 1, 2011. The two-part appoint-
ment was concluded at the January 25,
2011, public meeting with the adoption
of Resolution No. 2011-98 authorizing
the awarding of the contract. The resolu-
tion was opposed by Commissioners
Dugan and Robinson.

McCarthy’s appointment on January
1, 2011, was in direct violation of the
Cranford Township Committee’s by-
laws regarding the “fair and open” pro-
cess and the State of New Jersey’s best
practice for making such appointments.
Failure to follow such state-mandated
best practices has cost municipalities
state aid. The Democrat majority fol-
lowed a process for the appointment of
the township attorney that appears to be
very much like bid-rigging.

How was the process like bid-rig-
ging? Consider the fictitious plumbing
firm, Six Aces Plumbing Co. The firm is
aware of the announcement that the town-
ship is seeking bids; however, the firm
fails to submit a contract proposal to the
township. Bids are opened, and Six Aces
Plumbing Co., becomes aware of the
proposed prices. Full House, Inc., has
submitted a $62,000 cost proposal, which
is the lowest bid received. Six Aces
Plumbing Co. then prepares a proposal
using that information to thereby ensure
that its bid is lower than the others. Six
Aces Plumbing Co., whose bid should
NEVER have been accepted, proposes
$60,000 for the contract and is then

awarded the contract.
The official closing date for submit-

ting proposals for township attorney was
early December. Mr. McCarthy missed
the deadline by weeks. His initial pro-
posal, remember that it was late by weeks,
lacked required information, such as the
proposed cost for his services. So the
applicant, McCarthy, late by weeks and
failing to provide specific contract fig-
ures, is appointed on January 1, 2011.
The actual contract award was made in
late January due to the lack of a contract
figure. According to Commissioner
David Robinson, “At the time when we
were to award the contract (on Jan. 1),
his paperwork to be considered hadn’t
been properly filed. They had to be filed
10 days in advance of the meeting. We
heard they were filed on Jan. 4.”

The audacity of the Democrat major-
ity regarding this appointment is com-
pounded by the statement of Mr.
Campbell that, “I think it’s very impor-
tant to note that Mr. McCarthy has taken
on this position at a lesser cost or a lesser
contractual amount than what was the
case last year.” His comments are like
those of a township administrator argu-
ing that the lower plumbing bid saved
money. In the long run, taxpayers will
ultimately bear the cost of this way of
doing business. And do not be misled by
the $100,000 cap agreed to in the resolu-
tion; it can easily be amended by subse-
quent resolution(s) granting authority to
exceed the prior cap. The appointment
was a travesty from start to finish.

Mark C. Smith Cranford
Editor’s Note: Mr. Smith is a former

Cranford Township Commissioner and
served as mayor in 2010.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Are Our Elected Leaders Moving
Away From Transparency?

Our elected leaders always tell us that they strive
for transparency in government. But could it be that
government is moving in just the opposite direction?

Many local residents enjoy watching TV program-
ming via local cables stations — town meetings,
interviews with mayors or high school graduations.
Local access channels like TV 35 or 36 are the only
broadcast media source to view these types of pro-
grams. But a bill in Trenton may eliminate that
option.

According to the New Jersey League of Munici-
palities, if passed, the Market Competition and Con-
sumer Choice Act would eliminate the requirement
that cable companies provide municipalities with
“access to public, educational and government (PEG)
channels; eliminate the requirement that cable com-
panies provide basic service and Internet to munici-
pal buildings and schools at no charge.”

We think that’s wrong.
One service that newspapers have provided for the

public for years is publishing legal notices — for
actions taken by town councils, planning and zoning
boards and even sheriff sales of properties. Placing
these notices in newspapers gives the public easy
and universal access to the information. According
to the New Jersey Press Association, our state law-
makers, however, are looking to remove this infor-
mation from newspapers and place them on govern-
ment-controlled websites. Will these notices be
placed in the same location on websites or will each
town decide where they want them to appear? Many
municipal websites remain weak on content, are
minimally maintained and often lack current infor-
mation. Publishing legal notices in a timely and
efficient manner may present a significant challenge
to under-staffed municipalities – posing the poten-
tial of added costs to the taxpayer.

We’re concerned about journalism, too, as the
direction of government has been moving further
into misinformation, misdirection and self-promo-
tion – We’re connected to you. Can government
copyright public-owned intellectual property for use
only in government publications?

We, however, do applaud Union County govern-
ment for restoring its files published on its website to
a form available to the public compatible with search
engines such as Google. Information from the county
such as meeting minutes and agendas can again be
searched over the Internet in PDF format.

In this age of new media/social media, such as
Twitter and Facebook, it is critical that we do not
reduce citizens’ access to public documents, accept
warped publications, or jeopardize the validity of
archives. There is a need for all forms of media –
print, Internet, radio and television. Each has their
unique values.

Newspapers publish legal notices according to the
rate fixed by government regulation in 1983 — and
that rate has not changed since. So, this is not a
government subsidy to the newspaper industry, as
stated by some elected officials. What industry today
can do business based on prices fixed since 1983?
So, by price-fixing, is this government’s way to force
independent publications and news services out of
the way such that they can assimilate the functions
into government-controlled entities?

We believe towns and governments will incur
greater costs with the proposed Internet plan for
publishing legal notices as their staffs are over-
loaded. The major cost involved is people, not print-
ing. Are we adding to the pension black hole too?

Publishing legal notices on the Internet is not a
new thought. We have been publishing the legal
notices online for more than a dozen years as well as
in print – and for no added price. The major cost
involved is people, not medium.

Governments spend tens of thousands of dollars
on websites – how much higher will this go? Govern-
ment publications, whether in print or on the Internet,
fall prey to becoming propaganda. Transparency?
Are government consultants and contractors to be
independent-minded, or will they schmooze to au-
thorities to keep their contracts? Is this where we are
headed?

Our staff  catch many errors in legal notices sent to
us before they are published. Will this safety net be
lost – or transferred to new hires in local govern-
ment?

Perhaps of largest concern: Independent newspa-
pers, libraries and TV check on government to try to
keep them in balance. Along with that, archiving is
an essential function not being considered. There is
no better archive — effective and trusted — at the
moment than print. Send out 10,000 copies of print
then try to change the archive. With computers and
the Internet, the archives can be altered in an instant
(and many cases they are).

How many times do hard drives seem to fail at the
moment of a subpoena?

Feedback
From Anonymous: The sale of the Shackomaxon

Golf and country club was a front page story, but
your search could not identify it. I need help, but you
really need some.

Editor’s Note: We performed the search on our
website as per the request above. The results were:
“41 matches have been returned to your search on
Shackomaxon.”

Then we spelled it correctly and the results were:
“899 matches have been returned to your search on
Shackamaxon.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cicerone – A guide or person who

shows sight-seers the features of a place
2. Daleth – The fourth letter of the

Hebrew alphabet
3. Ischemia – A suppression of the

flow of blood in an organ or tissue
4. Shent – Put to shame

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MICROPTEROUS
1. Having razorlike teeth
2. Short-winged or short-finned
3. Short-haired
4. Having short or small jaws

DAGOBA
1. Buddhist monumental structure con-

taining the relics of Buddha
2. A dugout canoe
3. A heavy barge used for freight
4. The head of a household in India

SUPERALIMENTATION
1. The ability to redigest food, as with

cows
2. Very high metabolism
3. Overactive bladder
4. Excess eating

ATHEROMA
1. Wetland; bogs
2. An encysted tumor, containing

cheesy matter
3. In botany, a sickle-shaped cyme
4. Discharge of mucous from any bodily

opening


