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any car wash

Complete
Detail

Full Service
Car Wash

Includes: Oil Filter, up to 5 Qts. Oil,
16 Point Check, Fill All Fluids, Cartridge Filter Extra

*Most Cars *Cannot Combine Coupons

Full Service Oil Change

FREE Plus

“THE ONLY QUICK LUBE IN TOWN!”

expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 off

any car wash
expires 4/20/11

$3.00 OFF

$25.00
OFF

expires 4/20/11

$24.95
+ Tax

*

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Kean Says Census Points
To Favorable Map for GOP

Local Group Helping to Find
Furniture for Needy Families

By ANTHONY MONDI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Dawson Yeomans’
organization, Furniture Assist Inc.
(FAI), has one mission: to help those
that need it. Everything from yard
tools to toys, from clothing to books
– and of course furniture – are sup-
plied, free of charge, to families in
need.

Furniture Assistance Inc. opens
their arms wide to fire and natural
disaster victims, abuse victims, fami-
lies recovering from job loss or a
medical emergency, and even fami-
lies that are just looking for a new
beginning.

FAI’s Board of Trustees has a strong
Westfield presence. The board in-
cludes Jill Brown, who serves on the
mission commission at the Presbyte-
rian Church of Westfield; David
Buckman, past president of the
Westfield Jaycees; Michael
Chirichellam, an ordained deacon at
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, and
Peggy Rothbaum, a Westfield psy-
chologist.

Mr. Yeomans said his goal to “keep
[the furniture] out of the landfills”
and into people’s homes began back
in 2004 and has grown rapidly since.
His first donation came in the form
of helping out a personal customer
subsidize his mother-in-law’s home.
The company that Mr. Yeomans tried
to donate to would not accept a lot of
the furniture being offered to them.
Mr. Yeomans said he has been doing
charity work all his life, was able to
find better use for these pieces of
furniture, and an organization was
born.

Although the organization oper-
ates through the church, beginning
with the St. Luke and All Saints Epis-
copal Church in Union, FAI will ca-
ter to anyone who needs help, regard-
less or faith, or of no faith. As a result,
FAI provides assistance to 130 homes
and apartments per weekend all across
northern New Jersey.

The group’s huge clientele war-
rants a huge need for volunteers. FAI
accepts anybody who is willing to
volunteer, from teenagers doing com-
munity service hours for their high
school or church, to court-ordered
community service, to just people
who would like to give a helping
hand, Mr. Yeomans said.

FAI offers pickup of any unwanted
furniture, at all small fee, to anyone

who wants to donate. Since its incep-
tion in 2004, FAI has received more
and more donators every year. These
donors range from families that
choose to give their furniture to a
good cause instead of throwing it out,
to Universities like Princeton and
Rutgers, to businesses such as The
Westfield Sleep Center and The Mat-
tress Factory.

Anyone needing FAI’s services can
visit their office in Union, and pick
up their furniture from their storage
facility, located at 400 North 14th
Street in Kenilworth. Mr. Yeomans
told The Westfield Leader nmd The
Times that past clients have come
back and volunteered, which shows
the impact that such a charitable or-
ganization can have on people’s lives.

Did You Know
TRENTON — First Lady Mary

Pat Christie has announced that
Drumthwacket, the official
Governor’s residence, will be illumi-
nated with red lights throughout the
month of February in recognition of
February as American Heart Month.

 ‘Statesman’ Award
Unveiled for HS Seniors

WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) has in-
troduced the “New Jersey Statesman/
Stateswoman of The Year” award.

The award, exclusively for high
school seniors, will be given to a
student who demonstrates aptitude
in selflessness and dedication to help-
ing others in their community. Teach-
ers will have the opportunity to nomi-
nate a student who fits these criteria
by filling out a short form explaining
the student’s attributes.

“The Statesman of The Year award
is a fitting honor for students who are
committed to serving others and con-
tribute to the greater good of society,”
said the award’s sponsor, Assembly-
man Bramnick. “The award will be a
symbol of the student’s hard work as
they prepare to enter college in the
fall.”

One senior student per high school
will be given the award. At the gradu-
ation ceremony the student will re-
ceive a commendation from the New
Jersey Legislature.

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) and Assembly Minority
Leader Alex DeCroce (R-26,
Whippany) have said that an initial
review of the official 2010 census
data confirms that major changes to
the current state legislative districts
map are required.

Shifts in population from Demo-
crat-heavy northeast New Jersey to
Republican-heavy northwest and
southern New Jersey and the growth
in New Jersey’s Hispanic population
particularly in Hudson, Essex and
Union counties will legally require
the significant changes, the GOP law-
makers said.

“We now have hard data to prove
that the traditional population cen-
ters in New Jersey are shifting from
the Democrat-heavy northeast to
Republican-rich areas like the shore
region, the Philadelphia suburbs and
northwest New Jersey,” Mr. Kean said.
“Of the 15 current legislative dis-
tricts that are most under-populated,
12 are represented by Democrat Sena-
tors with significant concentrations
in Essex and Hudson counties. This
isn’t particularly good news if you
are a Democratic incumbent from
northeast New Jersey.”

The biggest population changes
came in Gloucester and Ocean Coun-
ties, which have seen double-digit
growth since 2000, while heavily
Democratic Essex County was one of
the only two counties seeing declines.
In fact, the top five counties seeing
the biggest growth statewide collec-
tively gave Republican Assembly
candidates 57 percent of the vote in
2009.

“The areas where the greatest
growth has occurred are Republican-
heavy Ocean County, and an increas-
ingly competitive Gloucester County

which in the last two years voted for
Governor Christie, elected a Repub-
lican assemblyman and snagged two
open freeholder seats for Republi-
cans for the first time in more than a
decade,” Mr. DeCroce added. “As the
apportionment commission gets to
work on drawing new boundary lines,
it is our hope that this time a fair map
will be drawn that accurately reflects
these changes, while keeping com-
munities of interest intact.”

Additionally, comparing the 2010
population per legislative district to
the goal of 220,000 residents per dis-
trict, shows that current Republican-
held Senate districts are significantly
over-populated by 55,000 people,
while Democrat districts are signifi-
cantly under-populated, by 55,000
people, according to the Republican
Senate press office. They said this
suggests that a realignment of legis-
lative districts from Democrat areas
to Republican areas will be required
to meet requirements set by the U.S.
Supreme Court since the current map
was drawn.

The Hispanic population has grown
dramatically, and is now the single
largest minority group in New Jersey,
representing 17.7 percent of the state’s
population. However, there are just
six Latino legislators in the state Sen-
ate and Assembly, representing 5 per-
cent of the 120 seats available.

“Clearly, the commission should
be working to ensure that the grow-
ing Hispanic community’s voice is
strengthened, rather than split up the
way it was under the previously drawn
legislative map,” Mr. Kean said. “Ul-
timately that means greater represen-
tation, and the state legislative mem-
bership should reflect that.”

“We look forward to the
commission’s work and a fair and
constitutional map,” Mr. DeCroce said.

Anthony Mondi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HELPING THOSE IN NEED...Dawson Yeomans, third from left, and Board of
Directors of Furniture Assist hold their monthly meeting at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield to discuss their future endeavors.

Christie Vetoes Bills On Undersheriffs,
UMDNJ Oral Health Center

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie recently vetoed two bills
passed by the State Legislature. The
first bill would allow sheriffs to des-
ignate allow their designated
undersheriffs to handle administra-
tive duties in their absence.

Senator Jim Beach (D-6, Cherry
Hill), the bill’s sponsor, said the state
statue contains over 30 pages of ad-
ministrative duties for New Jersey
sheriffs. He said the most pressing of
these duties, due to the current eco-
nomic crisis, is the assisting of the
foreclosure process of homes
throughout the state.

Governor Christie said he chose to
conditionally veto the bill because he
wants sheriffs to continue to admin-
ister the foreclosure process. He said
sheriffs “must maintain responsibil-
ity for the final execution of foreclo-
sure documents” and he wants lan-
guage in the bill to reflect that.

The second bill vetoed involved

establishing the New Jersey Center
for Oral Health at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey (UMDNJ). The sponsors of this
bill aimed to “improve access to oral
health services in New Jersey,”  the
Governor said. He said he wanted to
wait for the recommendations of the
Higher Education Task Force before
considering such a bill.
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Amtrak Proposes $13.5-Billion
Tunnel, Replacing ARC Project

NEWARK – Amtrak has an-
nounced plans proposing to $13.5-
billion new rail tunnel from New
Jersey to New York City called the
“Gateway Project” as an alternative
to the cancelled “Access to the
Region’s Core (ARC)” project.

The new tunnel would add two new
tracks for more NJ Transit and high-
speed Amtrak trains into Penn Sta-
tion. Commuter train capacity for NJ
Transit would increase by additional
13 trains per peak hour into New York
City and it would increase the number
of Amtrak trains into New York City
by eight per hour. The plan follows
Governor Chris Christie’s decision to
pull the plug on ARC over cost over-
runs estimated to be in the billions of
dollars placing the project’s cost be-
tween $9 -$14 billion.

“The Gateway Project is essential
to the future growth and economic
development of the entire northeast
region and will provide for greater
capacity, connectivity and convenience
for Amtrak and commuter passengers
in the heart of Manhattan,” Amtrak
President and Chief Executive Officer
said Joe Boardman said. “It is a criti-
cal first step that we can take now to
bring 220 m.p.h. Amtrak high-speed
service to the Northeast Corridor.”

Tri-State Transportation Campaign
called the “Gateway Tunnel” an-
nouncement “exciting news.” “Last
year’s cancellation of the ARC Tun-
nel did not eliminate the need for a
better cross-Hudson commute. We
applaud Senators (Frank) Lautenberg
and (Robert) Menendez for stepping
into the breach and standing up for

transit riders and the transportation
needs of our region. Continued fed-
eral leadership will be crucial to this
project’s success, given Congressional
Republicans’ skepticism of Amtrak,”
according to a statement from Veronica
Vanterpool and Kate Slevin of the Tri-
State Transportation Campaign; Doug
O’Malley of Environment New Jer-
sey and Jeff Tittel of the Sierra Club
New Jersey chapter. “With the tunnel
at least a decade away, improving bus
service is the best way to expand tran-
sit capacity across the Hudson now.
The Port Authority has identified sev-
eral projects that would do so, includ-
ing a new bus garage on Manhattan’s
West Side, a new bus/carpool lane
through the Lincoln Tunnel, and a full
replacement of the Lincoln Tunnel
helix. After walking away from com-
muters by canceling the ARC tunnel,
it’s time for Gov. Christie to get back
on track by supporting near-term bus
improvements and exploring the Gate-
way Tunnel proposal.”

 Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.)
said, “When the ARC Tunnel was
cancelled, it was clear to me that we
couldn’t just throw up our hands and
wait years to find another solution.”

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield said, “New Jer-
sey will get increased trans-Hudson
rail capacity without fleecing the tax-
payers. New Jersey residents finally
have a Governor who is willing to insist
that taxpayer dollars are spent compe-
tently. This is a wholesale vindication
of the Governor’s decision to end the
ARC project a victory for the most
highly taxed population in the U.S.”


