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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Lance Speaks on Healthcare,
Deficit, At Town Hall Meeting in SP

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7) addressed an audience of nearly
three dozen people, Saturday morning,
who came mostly to discuss the economy
and last year’s hotly debated healthcare
bill. The second-term congressman, who
represents the 7th Congressional dis-
trict, spoke to his constituents in a town-
hall-style setting at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building. He framed his dis-
cussion around the major issues that the
112th Congress is tackling, including 9-
percent unemployment and the $14 tril-
lion national debt.

“I think the American people sent a
message last November” when Republi-
cans took control of the U.S. House of
Representatives, and “in a bipartisan ca-
pacity, we must attempt to get our fiscal
house in order,” he said to the crowd.

Under the leadership of Speaker John
Boehner, a Republican from Ohio, the
lower house has attempted to tighten
its belt by requiring that spending bills
have offsetting cuts, Mr. Lance men-
tioned. He also touted efforts to post
bills online three days prior to being
voted on in order to give the public an
opportunity to educate itself about the
matters. He also said an initiative voted
on in the House would mandate that a
bill must show its Constitutional deri-
vation before proceeding. The House
has also passed a resolution to reduce
spending to 2008 levels.

Mr. Lance said he shared an elevator
with Democratic Arizona Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords on the day she was
sworn in by Speaker Boehner, January
5; she was shot in the head at close
range three days later at a public gath-
ering and is currently recovering. Mr.
Lance said he and the American public
pray for Ms. Giffords’ speedy recov-
ery. Despite the “unacceptable” vio-
lence, which occurred at a meet-and-
greet in front of a supermarket, Mr.
Lance said he intends to continue to
hold functions to meet his constituents.

He said the current House’s most
important decision rested in its vote to
repeal the healthcare bill that was
passed last year. Mr. Lance favors al-
lowing people to purchase insurance
across state lines and implementing
medical-malpractice-insurance reform.
He does, however, agree with at least
two facets of the President’s healthcare
bill – guaranteeing that insurance pro-
viders not discriminate against those
with pre-existing conditions and al-
lowing children to stay on their par-
ents’ policies until 26.

Responding to a question from
Scotch Plains resident Steve Gartner
about what will happen next in the
healthcare saga, Mr. Lance referenced
that two district courts have ruled that
the bill’s “individual mandate” is un-
constitutional, while two other district

courts have ruled otherwise. Ben
Nelson, a Democratic Senator from
Florida, has authored a resolution in
the Senate to put pressure on the U.S.
Supreme Court to preside over the case.

“I want to be the prime sponsor of
the bill in the House, to ask the Su-
preme Court to take that case immedi-
ately,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance, a self-proclaimed fiscal
conservative, also spoke highly of a
measure passed in the House that would
reduce spending by $617 million over
10 years by eliminating the Presiden-
tial Election Campaign Fund (PECF),
thus eliminating public financing of
presidential campaigns. Specifically,
the bill would terminate a taxpayer’s
option to contribute a portion of his or
her income-tax return to the PECF and
transfer the entire current balance of
the PECF to the general treasury fund.

Responding to a question from Sally
Fullman of Murray Hill about who will
pay for elections – fearing the intrusion
of “special interests” – the Congress-
man said the initiative “will save a lot
of money...and the President has al-
ready not used the [public] system once
(when running for office in 2008), and
it’s unlikely he’ll use it again (when
running for re-election in 2012).”

Meara Nigro of Berkeley Heights
said she “had to question the Republi-
cans’ credibility on the deficit issue.”

Citing the deficit of $1.5 trillion, she
said, “You didn’t mention two enor-
mously expensive wars that have gone
on longer than any wars in our history.
It’s unprecedented to cut taxes for the
wealthy when the country’s at war.”
She urged Congress to “rescind these
tax cuts [passed in late 2010] for the
super wealthy.”

Regarding the deal struck between
Congressional Republicans and the
White House in December during the
lame-duck session, which temporarily
continued the Bush-era tax cuts at all
income levels, Mr. Lance responded to
Ms. Nigro by saying that the deal “was
not a tax cut from [his] perspective;
that was merely continuing the current
tax rates...I think it had portions for all
concerned, and I voted for it. I would
vote for it again.”

Scotch Plains resident David Ritter
also asked about the tax deal signed
before Christmas. He said, “Republi-
cans got what they wanted – tax rates
staying the same for the wealthy. The
administration got what it wanted – an
extension of unemployment benefits.
But what we all got was less money
coming in and more money going out.”

Talking about the difficult choices
that no one in office wants to make, Mr.
Ritter said, “No one wants to say any-
thing bad about Social Security be-
cause people will vote them out...Social
Security is socialism. The healthcare
bill that was passed was socialism.

Medicare is socialism. Mandated auto
insurance is socialism.”

Referencing the bipartisan Simpson-
Bowles Commission, which took a serious
look at reducing one of the main drivers of
the country’s budget, entitlement programs,
Mr. Ritter touted the commission for sug-
gesting some “very unpopular” measures,
including the proposal to increase the eligi-
bility age for Social Security by one month
every two years.

“Maybe everybody’s got to give a
little bit. Maybe we’ve got to listen to
this bipartisan committee,” Mr. Ritter
said to the congressman.

Mr. Lance said he wanted to “go on
the record as favoring Social Security
and Medicare. I don’t think we are
going to eliminate those programs.”

Mr. Lance said it was not “unreason-
able” to ask people like his 23-year-old
son to work a year longer.

“I think, ultimately, we’re going to
have to raise the retirement age. Let me
be clear to the press; I don’t mean people
who are in their 30’s or 40’s [or older].
I’m talking about young people,” he said.

On Medicare, he said that issue is
more difficult, and the government
would have to act to “bend the cost
curve” downward.

“[Healthcare] is 17 percent of GDP
(Gross Domestic Product), and if it
(fixing U.S. healthcare) were easily
done, Congress would have done it,
ladies and gentlemen,” Mr. Lance said.
“We are not fools and naives. It’s going
to be a tough issue.”

Monica Felsing of Fanwood criti-
cized the U.S. government, specifi-
cally President Barack Obama, for not
pursuing drilling off the Gulf of Mexico.
She cited sources who said paying $5
at the pump for a gallon of gas is
coming shortly.

“Drilling can be occurring right now
as we speak,” she said. “What specific
law will you (Lance) put in place to
start the drilling humming? It’s a na-
tional-security issue,” a sentiment that
was shared by a fellow citizen later in
the meeting.

Mr. Lance said he believes that within
the next month or so, the Energy and
Commerce Committee will request that
Obama administration officials come
before the panel and update members
on the drilling moratorium, which Mr.
Lance does not favor.

Ms. Felsing said the country needs
to realize that President Obama is “pub-
lic enemy number one.”

Bryan Askew of Plainfield explained
that he was a veteran who served dur-
ing Ronald Reagan’s presidency. “I’m
very proud to serve my country,” he
said. “I did not vote for Reagan...but he
was my president. We have to stand
behind the president, whoever it is.
Calling a president anything less than
the dignity of that office is treason, in
my opinion.”

A verbal back-and-forth ensued be-
tween Mr. Askew and Ms. Felsing,
with Ms. Felsing saying, “No we don’t
[have to respect the president]...He
(Obama) hasn’t earned my respect.”

Mr. Askew responded, “She (Felsing)
needs to learn civility and self-control,
and to keep her mouth shut.”

Later in the event, Michael Ancona
of Fanwood said, Ms. Felsing’s hus-
band, said, “We have an executive
branch that seems to have contempt of
the judiciary and legislative branches
of government. When we talk about
the president, it’s not the person. It’s
about the policies of that person.”

Scotch Plains Republican Council-
man Bo Vastine asked the congress-
man about the rumor, following the
latest Census, of New Jersey losing a
Congressional seat.

Mr. Lance did confirm that the num-
ber of seats would indeed drop by one
seat to 12 representatives for the 2012
election. A commission, comprised of
six Republicans and six Democrats, will
determine the new district lines.

“...When they do not agree, Coun-
cilman, the Supreme Court of New
Jersey appoints a tie-breaker,” Mr.
Lance said.

New Jersey has gained between 4
and 5 percent in population during the
last decade; the nation, as a whole,
however, has gained about 9 percent.

Separately, there will be a state reap-
portionment for the 40 legislative dis-
tricts this year.

“I don’t know whether Scotch Plains
will go into another district or not;
that’s possible,” Mr. Lance said.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
spoke about veterans, many of whom
return to this country with “no jobs, no
insurance and nowhere to live.” The
mayor is hosting a dinner for 50 return-
ing servicemen and women and wanted
to share with them “what we’re doing
for our veterans to help them re-estab-
lish their lives.”

“This is not a partisan issue,” Mr.
Lance said. “Congress wants to do
everything it can for our veterans...As
we go about cutting spending – and
Republicans have proposals in that re-
gard back to 2008 levels – this is on
discretionary spending, not on veter-
ans’ issues,” he said.
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Joe
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·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match
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SUNITA MERRIMAN, DDS 
229 CHARLES STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 
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“I firmly believe that delivery of optimal healthcare 
is a blend of superior diagnostic and clinical skills, 

dedicated and talented team members efforts, state-of-the-
art technology and materials, continuing education, and old-
fashioned, five-star personalized and compassionate care.” 

Dr. Merriman was recently voted by her peers as a Top Dentist 
in New Jersey Monthly’s 2010 survey of New Jersey Dentists. 

Dr. Merriman is a graduate of New York University, College of Dentistry 
and Long Island Jewish Medical Center in NY.  Her professional affiliations 
include the American Dental Association, New Jersey Dental Association, 
American Association of Women Dentists, and the prestigious Dawson 
Alumni Association.  She is a faculty member at The Center for 
Educational Excellence in NJ, and co-founder of the Dawson Study Club 
for Complete Dentistry. Dr. Merriman is also the author of the blog Dental 
Chronicles:  www.dentalchronicles.com 
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Court Won’t Allow Fiscal Crisis
As Part of Report on Aid Cuts
The New Jersey Supreme Court

has refused to allow a special master
examining the constitutionality of last
year’s school aid cuts to consider the
state’s fiscal crisis, according to pub-
lished reports. The state sought the
ruling, claiming that the recession
severely hurt tax revenues. A hearing
on the case is scheduled for February
14 in Hackensack.

The court appointed Bergen County
Assignment Judge Peter Doyne as a
special master to assess whether the
aid cuts had such a severe impact on
instruction and safety that they de-
prived children of their rights to “thor-
ough and efficient” educations. The
state has to prove the cuts did not hurt
core educational programs, accord-
ing to The Record.

The case was brought by the New-
ark-based Education Law Center
which has “challenged that Governor
Chris Christie’s cuts violated the
state’s obligation to fully fund the
2008 school aid formula for three
years and then review its effects,”
according to The Record’s article.

GOP Lawmakers Want to
Eliminate County Super Posts
Republican lawmakers, Senator

Dawn Marie Addiego, Assemblyman
Scott Rudder and Assemblyman Pat
Delany (all (R-8, Burlington) plan to
unveil legislation to abolish the posi-
tion of executive county superinten-
dents in all 21 New Jersey counties.

“The county superintendent is a
luxury New Jersey taxpayers can not
afford,” said Assemblyman Rudder.
“This is a level of state bureaucracy
that is expensive, excessive, and re-
dundant.”

The position pays as much as
$141,000 per year of which some of
the costs are paid for by the indi-
vidual counties.

“There is no need to micro-man-
age at the county level,” Senator
Addiego said.

State to Layoff 115 Casino
Inspectors Under AC Dereg Bill
New Jersey is laying off 115 of its

144 casino inspectors as part of a
casino deregulation bill signed into
law by Governor Chris Christie last
week. The state’s gaming enforce-
ment division will now be respon-
sible for handling gaming complaints.

PVSA CFO Resigns;
State Police Brought In

The chief financial officer at the
Passaic Valley Sewerage Authority
(PVSA), Kenneth Pengitore, is the
latest to resign from the agency, ac-
cording to an nj.com report.

Six of the seven PVSA commis-
sioners quit after Governor Chris
Christie began termination proce-
dures over allegations over the hiring
of commissioners’ family members
and in-laws. Three of the former com-
missioners were arrested on charges
of misconduct that they ordered
PVSA employees to do improvement
work at their homes.

In addition, the State Police has
been brought in to take over security
at the agency’s Newark facility after
the discovery of a small hole drilled
into the office of the executive direc-
tor for purposes of eavesdropping.

Passaic Valley treats the sewage
of more than 1.3 million people in
Essex, Bergen, Passaic and Hudson
counties. Former Somerset County
Prosecutor Wayne Forrest was hired
to run the agency by Governor
Christie, replacing Bryan
Christiansen who was forced to re-
sign by the Governor over his
$313,000-a-year salary.
Ex-Berkeley Hts. Mayor Named

To Arbitration Reform Panel
Governor Chris has appointed

former Berkeley Heights mayor
David Cohen to the Public And
Fire Public Interest Arbitration
Impact Task Force. Assemblyman
Declan O’Scanlon (R-Red Bank)
was also among the four persons
appointed.

Rothman Urges Support for
Public Broadcasting

Rep. Steve Rothman (D-9th) said
that “it is critical that Congress con-
tinues to support funding for the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting
(CPB).”  “Defunding CPB will sig-
nificantly hurt National Public Radio
(NPR) news stations in less affluent
areas because those communities rely
on the vital federal funds set aside for
public broadcasting. I’m committed
to making sure that this important
service continues.”

Republicans and conservative TV
and radio talk show hosts have been
critical of NPR since they fired ana-
lyst Juan Williams.

Governor Signs Bill
On Wind Energy

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie took action on the following
legislation on February 3: The fol-
lowing bills were signed: S-212/ACS
for A-868, 2942, allows construction
of wind dependent energy facilities on
piers within 500 feet of mean high
water line of tidal waters; S-1189/A-
845, establishing “New Jersey Veter-
ans’ Hospital Task Force,” and S-1795/
A-2736, requires Board of Medical
Examiners to take certain actions to
investigate licensees.

The Governor conditionally vetoed
S-1730/A-2478, which would require
certain public officers and employ-
ees to reside in state.


