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WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

Where academic excellence and Christ’s presence come together.
For information, to register or to sign up for a tour visit HolySaviorAcademy.com or call 908.822.5890.
1 SACRED HEART DRIVE, SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07080

201102_0024

Holy Savior Academy
T H E  M I D D L E B R O O K  D E A N E RY  C AT H O L I C  S C H O O L

OPEN ENROLLMENT GOING ON NOW

Secure your child’s enrollment in HSA now. 

Early registration is recommended.

Interactive technology in every classroom

Full-day Pre-K and Kindergarten

Accelerated Math & English

21st Century Learning 
for 21st Century Minds

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Property Taxes Should Drop
Along With Home Values

James M. Foerst

SCOTCH PLAINS – Is a property
tax appeal right for you?

In the last five years, home values
in Union County have dropped dra-
matically. As the real estate market is
depreciating, your property taxes have
been increasing.

As a taxpayer, you have the right to
appeal your property tax assessment
as a means to reduce your real estate
tax obligations. As a taxpayer con-
sidering an appeal, you should un-

derstand that you must prove that
your home’s assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.”

With a successful tax appeal, your
lowered tax assessment will be set
for the three years, which can amount
to a considerable amount of savings.
The best way to succeed in appealing
your taxes is to present your claim to
the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.
Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process.

Save money in this economy. Make
the sale of your home more attrac-
tive. Reduce your long-term expenses
and make it more affordable to stay in
your home. All with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be filed by April
1. For more information about tax
appeals, visit www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the complimentary as-
sessment form to see if you can save
money on your taxes, or get started
with a free consultation by calling
James M. Foerst at (908) 322-4886.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

tured a special presentation – complete
with bagpipers – for Fanwood resident
David Bell, who has been named Grand
Marshal of the Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade to be held on March 12, in
Union.

Mr. Bell, a State Police detective ser-
geant, said, “it’s a total honor” to serve as
grand marshal for the 15th annual parade.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22) presented Mr. Bell with a joint proc-
lamation from the State Senate and As-
sembly.

The mayor also noted that a Fanwood
contingent would march in the parade for
the first time this year.

The governing body approved a reso-
lution permitting a local Irish pub to hold
a St. Patrick’s Day-themed celebration
and fundraiser on Saturday, March 19, on
borough-owned property along South
Avenue.

storms since the December blizzard.
Mr. Gildea said the town did not seek

reimbursement for the costs of salt for the
December storm. He said the town pur-
chased 1,000 tons of salt in December at
a cost of $45,000 and has a few hundred
tons remaining.

Union County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the county has applied for
$250,000 from FEMA for the December
storm.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the borough expects to apply for between
$17,380 and $20,199.

“We don’t know the parameters FEMA
will be using,” the mayor said, noting that
Fanwood will apply for the lower number
if the agency only allows costs spent over
48 hours and the higher number if the
borough is permitted to submit blizzard
expenditures beyond this time frame. She
said the costs are for labor and equipment
for plowing borough streets and parking
lots.

Garwood has applied for $18,000 in
FEMA funding for public works over-
time, according to Borough Administra-
tor Christina Ariemma.

Scotch Plains and Mountainside did
not provide FEMA aid numbers.

Lauren Barr contributed to this story.
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Fanwood Council
Calling it a “win-win” arrangement,

Mayor Mahr said proceeds from the party
would benefit Fanwood recreation pro-
grams; she said Fanwood police would
be on hand during the event to ensure
safety.

The celebration will be held under a
tent and include entertainment, family
activities, food, and beverages.

Former councilman David Trumpp,
representing the local Lions Club, pre-
sented a check for $2,000 to Fanwood’s
Fire Department, which teamed up with
the Lions Club for the club’s annual
Christmas tree sale at LaGrande Park.

Mr. Trumpp said 535 trees were sold in
17 days in December.

Councilman Manduca reported that 11
babies have been born so far this year to
Fanwood families. Mr. Manduca joked
that if the “mini baby boom” continues,
“we’ll have to build another school.”

DIGOUT...In the photo at left, several
members of the Scotch Plains Southside
Fire Department volunteered their time
on Saturday, January 29, to clear fire
hydrants. These efforts were led by
firefighter and former Captain David
Triano supported by firefighters Ja-
son Lee, Frank De Gregorio, Skip Paal,
Dan Biglin, Bill Bowman, Alan
Gialanella and Battalion Chief Paul
Malool.
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Freeholders
a resolution for the county to apply for
$470,000 in federal funding for contin-
ued inclusion in NJ Transit’s Consoli-
dated Job Access and Reverse Commute
program. The county uses the money to
fund its Route 22 shuttle program for
workers employed along the highway.
The county is required to provide the
same amount in funding as whatever it
receives from the federal government.

Human Services Director Frank Guzzo
said he does not expect a change in ser-
vice in 2011 unless the county is not
successful in garnering funding this year
or if it receives a reduced amount.

“(If that occurs) we would have to look
at what that reduction would mean in
terms of service for individuals who use
it every day,” Mr. Guzzo said.

Photo courtesy of Amanda Malool

Special Meeting
The Scotch Plains Planning Board will meet Monday, February 21, at 7:30

p.m. to recommend whether properties, including the municipal building and
library, fit criteria for lands to be redeveloped. The township has proposed
moving them to site of the Shackamaxon Golf Course.


