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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOG DAYS OF FEBRUARY...Canines and their owners headed to Echo Lake Dog Park in Mountainside on Sunday, February 6, to socialize and get some much needed exercise. Freezing temperatures have made it difficult to be outside.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TIMBER...A tree blocks the roadway on Tillotson Road in Fanwood after a heavy mix of rain and ice coated the area last
week. The weight of the ice brought down power lines, trees and branches causing traffic delays and power outages.

Area Towns Apply for FEMA
Aid For December Blizzard

Fanwood Council Looks at March
For Municipal Budget Intro

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Budget chatter is
beginning to pick up now that winter
is heading into its home stretch.

At Tuesday night’s regular monthly
mayor and council meeting, Coun-
cilman Anthony Parenti, who chairs
the Administration and Finance Com-
mittee, said initial budget meetings
have already been held with the
borough’s administrator and chief fi-
nancial officer.

“We’ll hopefully be introducing
our budget in March,” said Council-
man Parenti.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said the
borough’s “best-case scenario” re-
garding the budget is that revenue
and expenses “will be flat” however,

she said the borough already expects
state aid to decrease again at the same
time when health insurance costs will
likely increase by about 16 percent.

In addition, all municipalities are
being held to a 2-percent budget cap.

“We have no intentions of going
out to referendum to exceed that 2
percent,” said the mayor, adding, “We
will be challenged here…to live
within that 2 percent.”

During public comments, former
Councilwoman Donna Dolce asked
for an update on the board of
education’s budget picture, noting its
significant impact on the municipal
budget scenario.

Councilman Robert Manduca, the
governing body’s liaison to the board
of education, responded that, as of its

last meeting, the school board was
still waiting for the governor’s so-
called “tool kit” measures, designed
to help local officials stay within
their budget caps.

“They’re saying [the budget will
be] flat, but everything is non-com-
mittal,” said Mr. Manduca.

Mayor Mahr urged Councilman
Manduca to “circle back” with the
school board and report back on any
budget developments given the an-
ticipated vote on the school board
budget in mid-April.

Ms. Dolce also noted that one
Fanwood school board seat and two
Scotch Plains seats will be up for
election this year; she encouraged
interested residents to consider fil-
ing for a spot on the ballot.

In other business, Councilman
Russell Huegel reported that the bor-
ough might qualify for about $20,000
in federal emergency management
funds following snow-related disas-
ter-area declarations this winter.

On another snow-related note,
Mayor Mahr said many of the
borough’s fire hydrants that had been
buried under snow were recently dug
out, thanks to the Union County
Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program
(S.L.A.P.)

The mayor said more than 40
Fanwood hydrants were dug out
“within a short period of time…at no
cost to the borough” thanks to the
program, which employs county of-
fenders arrested for minor crimes.

Mayor Mahr also said a planned
Union County shared-services “sum-
mit,” which was snowed out earlier
this winter, has been rescheduled for
Thursday, March 3, and will feature
state Senate President Steven
Sweeney as a speaker.

The mayor said Fanwood and other
municipalities have been invited to
participate and learn “how to take
shared services to the next level.”

Borough Engineer Dominic
Carrino reported that a state grant
totaling $175,250 is available to help
finance the construction of Herbert
Avenue this year; he said the total
price tag for that job will be more
than $400,000.

Mr. Carrino also said four bids
were received for a project to replace
the roof fascia on the firehouse at the
Borough Hall complex; he recom-
mended accepting the low bid of
$16,880.

Regarding borough appointments,
Councilwoman Joan Wheeler re-
ported that Kevin Boris, who ran for
a council seat last year, is the new
planning board chairman; Dale Flow-
ers continues as vice-chairman.

Joe Valente was appointed to a
three-year term on the recreation
commission, and Kenneth Gorman
was approved as a new volunteer
firefighter.

“The fire department in Fanwood
is a very distinguished family,” said
Councilman Huegel, “and I’m sure
you’ll be a welcome addition to that
family.”

Tuesday night’s meeting also fea-
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Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ERIN GO BRAGH...Asw. Linda Stender, at podium, and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr congratulate Fanwood resident David Bell, third from left, on being
named Grand Marshal of Union County’s St. Patrick’s Day parade. Mr. Bell is
pictured with his wife and other members of the parade committee.

Freeholders Discuss Presidential Primary,
Community Improvements, Developments

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi told county
freeholders last Thursday that the cost
for next year’s Presidential Primary
Election could be reduced if pending
legislation to move the date back to
June becomes law.

Lawmakers added a statewide
Presidential Primary in 2008 in an
effort to give New Jersey voters more
of a say in the selection of Demo-
cratic and Republican Presidential
nominees.

According to legislation sponsored
by Senator Michael Doherty (R-23,
Washington) and Assemblyman John
DiMaio (R-23, Hackettstown), elimi-
nating a separate Presidential Pri-
mary Election “would save the state
between $8 million and $10 million
every four years.” New Jersey holds
its Primary Election for federal, state
and municipal races the first Tuesday
in June.

Ms. Rajoppi told the freeholders
that eliminating a separate Presiden-
tial Primary “would save us a great
deal of money.”

In terms of election costs, the board
is set to vote tonight, February 10, on
awarding a $774,647 contract to
Royal Printing Services of West New
York to print the 2011 School, Pri-
mary and General Election ballots, as
well as the February 7, 2012 Presi-
dential Primary ballot. A second con-
tract, to B&B Press of Somerville,
for $223,000 also will be on tonight’s
agenda for printing mail-in and pro-
visional ballots for 2011 and 2012
elections.

Ms. Rajoppi said costs are in-
creased in Presidential election years,
as voter turnout is the highest of the
four-year election cycle. She said in

2008, some 70 percent of registered
voters turned out for the General Elec-
tion, which resulted in a jump in
mail-in ballots. Mail-in ballots re-
placed the absentee ballots system.
Voters can now opt to have ballots
mailed to them every year for Gen-
eral Elections.

“There is a great cost involved with
the mail-in ballots now because more
and more people are opting to do
them in the General Election for-
ever,” said Ms. Rajoppi.

Freeholder Angel Estrada asked if
the 2011 election costs would be
greater than last year’s expenditure,
to which Ms. Rajoppi responded it
would be due to state Legislative
elections that occur this year.

“[This is] because you need more
ballot forms. It’s not just 21 (for each of
the 21 towns in the county.) You have to
break it down into legislative districts,”
she said. Union County is represented
by four legislative districts.

In other business, Al Faella, direc-
tor of the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal, told the board
that he has been informed that the
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program may be cut
by 25 percent this year.

“That would be a loss of over $1
million for Union County,” Mr. Faella
told the freeholders. “We are in the
process of contacting our [Congres-
sional delegation] asking them not to
go for this. This would really devas-
tate us and really inhibit our ability to
perform a lot of the services.”

According to the county’s 2010
budget, the county received $1.4 mil-
lion in CDBG funding last year.

The CDBG program can be used

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Union County was one
of 13 counties declared eligible for
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) aid for the blizzard
that struck New Jersey on December
26, 2010.

While New Jersey applied for $53
million in aid, which includes $13
million for the Department of Trans-
portation and the Turnpike Authority,
the amount to be awarded will depend
on how many applications are filed
with FEMA and how much of the
storm costs can be verified by the
agency, according to Mary Goepfert,
external affairs officer with the NJ
Office of Emergency Management.

She said FEMA is in the process of
setting up a field office in the state.
Once that is done, counties and towns
will be invited to attend a meeting
explaining the process of filing an
application.

Ms. Goepfert said FEMA verifies
all information in applications includ-
ing overtime for employees who
worked during the storm. Receipts are
also required for all salt used. She said
local governments would likely not

see any reimbursement funds for bliz-
zard costs for “at least several months.”

In addition to Union County, Presi-
dent Barack Obama declared Bergen,
Burlington, Cape May, Essex,
Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Passaic
and Somerset Counties eligible for
FEMA funds.

In his letter dated January 24 to the
President, Governor Chris Christie
listed estimated cleanup costs for
Union County at $2.6 million.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, Westfield has applied for
$100,000 in FEMA aid for the De-
cember storm. That includes $42,000
in overtime costs for public works
employees for plowing costs, $46,000
for leasing additional equipment and
another $15,000 for overtime costs
and $1,000 for equipment for the fire
department.

“If we are reimbursed (by FEMA),
that would be a huge help (to offset
2011 winter season costs),” Mr.
Gildea said. He said the town has
spent another $100,000 to date in
2011 for overtime incurred by public
works crews for over a half dozen

for acquisition of property; rehabili-
tation of residential and non-residen-
tial structures; construction of public
facilities or improvements to facili-
ties, such as water and sewer facili-
ties, streets, neighborhood centers,
and renewable energy resources, and
assistance to “profit-motivated busi-
nesses to carry out economic devel-
opment and job creation/retention
activities,” according to the county’s
Division of Planning and Commu-
nity Development.

Elizabeth and Union apply for their
own grants, while the other 19 towns
in the county, including Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, partici-
pate in the Union County Develop-
ment Program.

A resolution was considered by the
board for the county to enter into a
commodity resale agreement with
both Kenilworth and the Elizabeth
Parking Authority to use the county’s
fueling tanks at the Sheriff’s Labor
Assistance Program (S.L.A.P.) facil-
ity in Elizabeth, the Warinanco Park
service yard in Elizabeth or the Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course service yard
in Kenilworth. They would be charged
a 10-cent-per-gallon administrative
fee to use the tanks. Garwood has a
similar agreement with the county.

“It is a shared service. I think it is
a great use of our resources,” Free-
holder Dan Sullivan said. “I am cer-
tain Kenilworth and the parking au-
thority are going to save money in
terms of the gas.” He said he would
like to see other towns join the pro-
gram, noting fueling stations are lo-
cated throughout the county.

Also considered by the board was
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