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CAST OF CHARACTERS…The Get Sm’Art chorus belts out a tune. Pictured, front and center, Salome Ward portrays
Vincent Van Gogh. Also pictured, left to right, are: Jane Lemberg (Mummy); Kirsten Fallon (Greek Goddess); Brad Norris
(King Tut); Inna Bazarsky (artist in yellow); Anja Cugno (kneeling artist in blue); Edith Solovey (artist in green), and Terese
Guerriero (security guard with flashlight.)

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FROZEN SOLID...A fallen tree blocks the entrance to Prospector’s Deli on
Prospect Street on February 3,  a result of the ice storm that hit the area,  creating
havoc as power lines, trees and branches fell due to the weight of the ice.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
DOG DAYS OF FEBRUARY...Canines and their owners headed to Echo Lake Dog Park in Mountainside last Sunday to socialize and get some much needed exercise. Freezing temperatures have made it difficult to be outside.

Westfield Applies for $100,000
In FEMA Aid for Blizzard

Westfield Council Discusses Snow
Emergency Upgrade Plans

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD  — First Ward
Councilman and Public Works Com-
mittee Chairman Frank Arena urged
residents at Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
session to remove their cars from
the street during a snow emergency
if they are able to do so.

Councilman Arena stated that the
town has seen more than five feet of
snow since the December blizzard
and has spent $30,000 on salt and
$100,000 in overtime. By contrast,
the 2010 overtime budget was
$140,000.

The public works committee is ex-
amining all of the issues and data

from these winter storms and is look-
ing to make the town more efficient.
Currently, Westfield has “24 snow
zones,” according to Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, and is looking to
combine some of them. There are 100
miles of road, 300 acres of parking
lots and six miles of sidewalks to
clear during a snow emergency.
Westfield no longer has outside con-
tractors to assist with the work, Mr.
Gildea said, as it became “cost pro-
hibitive.”

Councilman Arena said that one of
the biggest problems that slows down
plowing and makes the roads less
passable is having cars parked on the
streets. Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
several other members of the council

echoed his comments. He said that
his committee is looking into ordi-
nances that may eliminate parking in
certain areas during snow emergen-
cies or create an “alternate side of the
street” parking system. The commit-
tee plans to include a guideline list
for residents in the leaf brochure that
is mailed town wide.

Additionally, the town plans to
create a “snow hotline,” similar to
the leaf and pothole hotlines. The
number would have a recorded mes-
sage letting residents know how of-
ten messages are picked up and
would be designed to relieve some
of the non-emergency call volume at
the police department.

At next week’s public meeting, the
council will consider an ordinance to
vacate a 3,200-square-foot parcel of
land at the intersection of West Court
and East Broad Street. Town Attorney
Robert Cockren told the council that
the board of adjustment approved an
application for two two-family build-
ings contingent upon the town vacat-
ing the property to create a better “line
of sight.” See www.goleader.com/
08dec11/08dec11.pdf.

Several members of the council,
including Second Ward Council-
woman Vicki Kimmins and Fourth
Ward Councilman James Foerst,
questioned whether the town would
be compensated for vacating the land.
While under the current proposal there
would be no compensation, Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
pointed out that the land would get
added to the town’s tax rolls.

Also at next week’s meeting, the
mayor and council will vote on the
2011 salaries for all fire department
and municipal employees represented
by the Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent
Association and the Communication
Workers of America, respectively. The

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Union County was one
of 13 counties declared eligible for
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) aid for the blizzard
that struck New Jersey December 26.

While New Jersey applied for $53
million in aid, which includes $13
million for Department of Transpor-
tation and the Turnpike Authority,
the amount to be awarded will de-
pend on how many applications are

filed with FEMA and how much of
storm costs can be verified by the
agency, according to Mary Goepfert,
external affairs officer with the New
Jersey Office of Emergency Man-
agement. She said FEMA is in the
process of setting up a field office in
the state. Once that is done, counties
and towns will be invited to a meeting
explaining the process of applying.

Ms. Goepfert said FEMA verifies
all information in applications, in-
cluding overtime for employees who
worked during the storm. Receipts
are also required for all salt used. She
said local governments would likely
not see any reimbursement funds for
blizzard costs for “at least several
months.”

In addition to Union County, Presi-
dent Barack Obama declared Bergen,
Burlington, Cape May, Essex,
Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Passaic
and Somerset Counties eligible for
FEMA funds.

In his letter dated January 24 to the
President, Governor Chris Christie
listed estimated cleanup costs for
Union County at $2.6 million.

Westfield has applied for $100,000
in FEMA aid for the December storm,
according to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea. Broken down, that includes
$42,000 for overtime costs for plow-
ing and $46,000 for additional equip-
ment for the Public Works Depart-
ment, and $15,000 for overtime costs
and $1,000 for equipment for the fire
department.

“If we are reimbursed (by FEMA),

that would be a huge help (to offset
2011 winter season costs),” Mr.
Gildea said. He said the town has
spent another $100,000 to date in
2011 for overtime incurred by public
works crews for over a half dozen
storms since the December blizzard.

Mr. Gildea said the town did not
seek reimbursement for the costs of
salt for the December storm. He said
the town purchased 1,000 tons of salt
in December at a cost of $45,000 and
has a few hundred tons remaining.

“It’s almost a quarter of a million
dollars (spent by the town) for this
winter,” said Mr. Gildea.

Union County spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia said the county has
applied for $250,000 from FEMA for
the December storm.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the borough expects to apply for be-
tween $17,380 and $20,199.

“We don’t know the parameters
FEMA will be using,” the mayor said,
noting that Fanwood will apply for
the lower number if the agency only
allows costs spent over 48 hours and
the higher number if the borough is
permitted to submit blizzard expen-
ditures beyond this time frame. She
said the costs are for labor and equip-
ment for plowing streets and parking
lots.

Garwood has applied for $18,000
in FEMA funding for public works
overtime, according to Borough Ad-
ministrator Christina Ariemma.

Scotch Plains and Mountainside
did not provide FEMA aid numbers.

Lauren Barr contributed to this story.

Walker: WF BOE Pitches
Funding to Kean, Munoz

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Board of Educa-
tion President Julia Walker told The
Westfield Leader Tuesday that the
BOE budget meetings would not be-
gin until after Governor Chris
Christie’s February 22 budget ad-
dress. School aid numbers will be
released after the speech.

“We are just going to wait and see
what the state does (on school aid),”
said Ms. Walker.

The BOE saw its funding slashed
from $5 million to $448,000 last year.
With that in mind, Ms. Walker and
BOE Vice-President Ann Cary met
with Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit).

“I just wanted to present our case,”
said Ms. Walker, who requested the
meeting. “It was a good meeting.
[But] I didn’t leave with a check,” she

said jokingly.
She told the lawmakers that

Westfield, Mr. Kean’s hometown, is
“doing all the things the state has
asked us to do and we are getting hit
the hardest as a suburban district.”
Ms. Walker told the lawmakers the
district has initiated an energy-effi-
ciency program for its facilities and
negotiated with the teachers union to
reduce health-care costs.

On another topic, Ms. Walker said
the BOE “hasn’t heard a thing” from
the state’s Department of Education
concerning the salary of Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan.

A new state rule was to take ef-
fect February 7 restricting superin-
tendent salaries based on the num-
ber of students in the district. Un-
der that rule, Ms. Dolan’s salary
would be reduced from $195,000 to
$175,000. The BOE has appealed
the state’s ruling.

Garwood Athletic Project
Status, Finances Debated

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Supporters of the
athletic field project called for mov-
ing ahead at Tuesday night’s Garwood
council meeting, while council mem-
bers explained the schedule for re-
viewing the finances.

The head of the Little League pro-
gram, resident Mark Kessler, again
brought his pleadings to the table
over the plan that has been in the
works for more than 10 years.

“At the last meeting, when I asked
about where this project stood, you
informed me that there was a meeting
scheduled to make some decisions. I
want to know where things stand on
this project,” Mr. Kessler stated.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi in-
formed Mr. Kessler and other in-
quiring residents that the meeting
was canceled and that a new meet-
ing was scheduled in five weeks,
when information will be brought
to the table.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli said
the finances needed to be looked at to
see if the project was doable.

Supporters argued that there was

grant money set aside for the project
that would not be used for the field.
They said the grant money was
enough to cover most of the project
and wondered why the council would
not just take the grant money and
move ahead with the project.

Councilman Petruzzelli explained
that officials had to look at how the
borough would maintain the new
complex cost-wise.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked the resi-
dents not to jump to any conclu-
sions, or to believe rumors that the
project will never be completed. She
said that assuming the project will
not move forward at this point was
the wrong assumption, explaining
there were kinks that needed to be
ironed out.

Mr. Kessler said maintenance was
mostly taken care of by the revenue
the baseball league brings in and there
has never been financial problems
with maintaining the fields and com-
plex in the past.

“Why drag our feet for no reason,
why not bid the project out while we
have the grant money to cover most
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