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York Metropolitan Opera’s Charles
Reid and WSO principal Patrick
Milando in a performance of Britten’s
“Serenade for Tenor, Horn and Strings.”

Continuing the
dance mood,
Westfield Sym-
phony will round
off the evening with
Stravinsky’s re-
nowned “Firebird
Suite,” from the
Russian ballet.

Shall We Dance
has been made
possible in part
through the gen-
erous support of
The NJ State
Council on the
Arts and The New
Jersey Cultural
Trust and with the
collaboration of
Teatro Si.

Tickets range in
price from $25 to
$70 with a special
offer of $10 for

students and may be purchased di-
rectly from the WSO office located at
224 E. Broad Street in Westfield or
by calling the box office at (908)
232-9400.

 Tickets are also available at The
Town Bookstore in Westfield pay-
able in cash or check; Martin Jewel-
ers in Cranford and at Union County
Performing Arts Center located at
1601 Irving Street in Rahway.

For further information call
(908) 232-9400 or go to
www.westfieldsymphony.org.

Fellowship Hall Theater’s Poignant Production
Of A Streetcar Named Desire is Must See Theater

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHATHAM - Great themes are so
universal that they transcend time
and place. Tennessee Williams’ play,
A Streetcar Named Desire, which
won him the Pulitzer Prize for Drama
in 1948, deals with a different time
and a different place, but speaks to
us in the here and now. Fellowship
Hall Theater’s first-rate production,
set in the all-purpose room of the
Chatham United Methodist Church
on Main Street, takes the audience
back to a hot summer in New Or-
leans’ French Quarter.

The play, produced by Gil
Rambach, is handled sensitively by
first-time director Brian Remo who
has elicited stellar performances
from all his cast members - from the
leads to the walk-ons.

The underlying culture clash in
this powerful play occurs when

Blanche DuBois (played brilliantly
by Leslie Eve Price), an aging relic
of the proper “Old South,” goes to
live with her sister Stella (Angel
Duncan) and her husband, brutish
Stanley Kowalski (Matthew
Monahan), a blue collar-worker.
From that moment, the tension be-
tween Blanche and Stanley simmers.

Blanche is a fading, but still-at-
tractive, seemingly fragile Southern
belle who tries to exude virtue and
culture while masking her alcohol-
ism and delusions of grandeur.

Her recent job loss, as well as the
loss of the family home, the stately
mansion of Belle Reve, has caused
her to move into her sister and
brother-in-law’s cramped, two-room
apartment.

The Bohemian ambiance of the
French Quarter is foreign to Blanche,
who calms her nerves with booze
and hot baths. Blanche tells Stella

that her supervisor allowed her a
leave of absence from her job as a
high school English teacher because
of her upset nerves. Truth be told,
she’s been fired for having an affair
with a young student. The drama
unfolds, like the delicate flower
Blanche would like us to believe her
to be, to reveal petals that will wither
when brought into reality’s sunlight.

Realistically, Blanche has re-
treated to a place in her mind where
rich fantasies blend seamlessly to
soften harsh reality. When she brings
home a paper lantern one night to
cover an exposed light bulb in Stanley
and Stella’s apartment, it is the per-
fect metaphor for her life. “I can’t
stand seeing a naked bulb,” she says,
but in reality means she hates the
harshness of the truth of life.

 Brother-in-law Stanley’s brutish-
ness is the antithesis of everything
Blanche embraces. Dominating his

wife, he is physically
and emotionally abu-
sive and then imme-
diately, like a five-
year-old who has said
a naughty word, is re-
pentant for his ac-
tions. Stella tolerates
his abusive behavior
since their basic at-
traction is animalis-
tic, sexual chemistry.

While Stella, who
is pregnant with their
first child, tiptoes
around the growing
antagonism between
her sister and Stanley,
it all comes to a head
when Blanche starts
to date Mitch, a war
buddy, work col-
league and poker pal
of Stanley’s. Stanley
uncovers the truth
about Blanche’s
sexual past, which
then puts her on a col-
lision course with
him that brings disas-

Milan and the Sour Goat
Airs Out Court Tavern
By ERIC NIERSTEDT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW BRUNSWICK - Most bands
consider themselves lucky to be no-
ticed by a record label. But what about
a band that builds a relationship with
the label that housed their most signifi-
cant musical influence? That was the
position local rock-reggae group Milan
and the Sour Goat found themselves
in; playing a show for California based
label Skunk Records (home of rock
reggae legends Sublime).

The new relationship began when

the band was tapped to write the theme
for MavTv’s Body Shots, a show that
proclaims to “combine facts about
booze and babes.”

“That got us working with Miguel
Habbetot, who used to work with Sub-
lime and had ties with Skunk,” Milan
singer-guitarist Lazistan III, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Though not officially signed, the
band, which consists of Lazistan, bass-
ist Dave Sloyan and drummer Edwin
Estevez Jr., did manage to get to Cali-
fornia to film a video (done by a friend
in the area) and engage in a short South-
ern California tour.

They kept in contact with Skunk
Records by working with Skunk artist
Pauly Nugent (who resides in Brook-
lyn).  “They haven’t signed us but they
said to us, ‘Let’s build,’” Lazistan said.

With that in mind, the January 22
show at Court Tavern in New Brunswick
may have seemed more  like a try-out
for Milan. If so, they came out swing-
ing, with a full house, two great local
bands, and Pauly Nugent himself.

The night began with a set by Gar-
den State Line, a band formed of equal
parts soul, rock, and reggae. They de-
manded attention early with their soul-
ful ‘Goodbye to You,’ a guitar driven
song that screamed of early 70s soul
music. ‘Walk Away’ mixed in the reggae
raps of MC Rich Taylor while
‘Veronica’ had singer- guitarist Tam
Garcia keeping the band fully immersed
in warm, rocking guitar tones.

A Band Named Fuse, a multi-racial
seven-piece rap band, suffered from
faulty sound. Still, early highlights like
“Love and War in the City’ brought to
mind hip hop legend Roots with fe-
male backup singers. Rapper Soul Qloc
spat his lines while walking through
the crowd, making every word seem
personal and heartfelt, as the rest of the
band switched from funky back beats
to heavy guitar lines.

Pauly Nugent came to the stage and
introduced his new group Dead Rabbit
Outfit, composed of another rapper
and a DJ. The group was firmly im-
mersed in old school rap and Nugent
rapped with amazing skill, even man-
aging to pull off dub-style vocals, de-
spite his heavy Brooklyn accent and
attitude. He also kept the crowd chant-
ing along, especially when the DJ mixed
up the music.

Finally, as the crowd chanted their
name, Milan and the Sour Goat took
the stage. They blasted off with ‘Back
to the Roots’, with Sloyan doing his
trademark wild stage moves, as the
crowd sang along with ‘Roots-Rock-
Reggae with that East Coast Sound.’
Milan then played their catchiest song,
the bouncy ‘Slave Trade,’ followed by
‘Baby Don’t.’ They also debuted a new
song, the pop rock “All Night’, which
was about drinking.

After a quick cover of Cee-Lo’s hit
‘F*** You,’ Milan dove back into their
catalog with the power punk of “PC
Screen,” with Lazistan playing guitar
with his teeth, and then into their clas-
sic stage bit with all three members
pounding away at drums.

Eventually the band switched over
into ‘Rock Steady Vibrations’, and
Sublime’s ‘Boss DJ’, before ending
the night with ‘Mama Got Soul’ and
‘Body Shots’, during which Nugent
and every other singer of the night got
on to jam with Milan.

The last image of Milan playing to a
packed house surrounded by the admi-
ration of excellent supporting bands
should send a serious message to Skunk
Records about adding some East Coast
sound to their label.

Eric Nierstedt  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JAM SESSION...Milan and the Sour Goat recently performed for a packed house
in at Court Tavern in New Brunswick. The band plays a crowd-pleasing mix of
rock and reggae.
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2010-2011 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES  �  31st SEASON  �  MAPLEWOOD  �  WESTFIELD

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the third concert of its 31st Season on

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2011
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
ANNE-MARIE McDERMOTT, piano

DAVID SHIFRIN, clarinet

— PROGRAM —
BEETHOVEN:

“Kakadu” Variations for Piano, Violin & Cello

BRAHMS:
Sonata in F for Cello & Piano

MESSIAEN:
Quartet Till the End of Time

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

Admission: $25, Seniors – $22, Students 10-21 – Free

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

SNOWSCAPE...‘Early Morning Snow’ by Linnea Rhodes is part of her exhibit
entitled “Places: Near and Far,” a collection of landscapes, cityscapes and
waterscapes. For more information about Mrs. Rhodes, or to see an online
portfolio of her work, visit www.linneawrhodes.com.

Dance Stars Join Westfield
Symphony Performance

WESTFIELD -  The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) will present
Shall We Dance, a sensational dance
spectacular featuring Carolina Jaurena
and her team of pro-
fessional dancers on
Saturday, February 5,
at 8 p.m., at the Union
County Performing
Arts Center in
Rahway.

Choreographed by
Carolina Jaurena in
collaboration with
WSO Maestro David
Wroe, the spectacle of
ballroom dance fuses
brilliantly with live or-
chestra as the world-
class dancers, each
with their own moods,
moves and rhythms,
perform breathtaking
duets and dazzling
group numbers.

Ms. Jaurena’s part-
ner, award-winning
dancer Carlos Doñán,
has performed as a
guest artist throughout Cuba, Spain
and the US.

Ms. Jaurena and Mr. Donan will be
joined by professional ballroom dance
masters Roberto Pagan, Rosa Guiliana
Paredes and Travis and Jaimee Tuft.

Together the dancers will take the
audience on a whirlwind tour of the
ballroom from the romance of the
Waltz, the passion of the Tango, the
forbidden promise of the Beguine and
Rumba to the infectious rhythms of the
Samba, Mambo and more.

The concert will also present New

Travis and
Jaimee Tuft

Pictured,  above right, are: Carolina
Jaurena and Carlos Donan; pictured
below, are: Roberto Pagan and Rosa
Guiliana Paredes.

ter for everyone.
 This production is one that every

Tennessee Williams’ fan must see.
Ms. Duncan, lovely in face, figure
and demeanor, is perfect as Stella. At
first she appears mouse–like in her
attitude towards her husband, but we
realize that her hidden, strong char-
acter allows certain behavior for her
self-preservation.

Stanley, played by Mr. Monahan,
is paradoxically brutal in his vulner-
ability as he howls his wife’s name
in the scene that Marlon Brando
made famous. Because of careful
direction and finely–tuned acting
skills, the scene is electrifying, not
cliché.

As Blanche’s suitor, Mitch, Mr.
Byrne delivers just the right amount
of frustration, confusion and angst
when he confronts Blanche with the
report of her sordid past.

 The play, however, belongs to
Leslie Eve Price as a heartbreak-
ingly fragile Blanche. When Ms.
Price delivers the lines about
Blanche’s lost young love, we feel
her despair. Ms. Price shares her
character’s story, in a soft soliloquy,
lost in a reverie that sucks the audi-
ence into a maelstrom caused by her
delusion.

 Director Remo’s use of live musi-
cal interludes between some of the
scenes is a refreshing touch with
Shona Roebuck’s delightfully pure
voice and jazzy guitar accompani-
ment by Rjay Barcelon. Even the
songs that were selected have lyrics
that echo development in a scene.
Director Remo should be applauded
for his choices in casting, set design
and direction.

 There is only one more weekend
to see this compelling, sensuous show
that is sure to pull at the strings of
every heart.

Final showtimes are Thursday,
February 3, Friday, February 4, and
Saturday, February 5, at 8 p.m. at the
United Methodist Church, located at
460 Main Street, Chatham. For ticket
information, please call Gil Rambach
at (908)489-4911.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MUST SEE THEATER...In Tennessee Williams’ iconic play, A Streetcar Named Desire, Stella
(Angel Duncan), Stanley (Matthew Monahan), Blanche (Leslie Eve Price) and her would-be
suitor, Mitch (Nick Byrne), are pictured on the set designed and constructed by director Brian
Remo.

Fred T. Rossi  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHRISTIAN ROCK…The Costa Crew, a five-member Christian rock band,
entertained the several hundred attendees at the “Array of Hope” show on
Sunday at Holy Trinity Interparochial School. The performances kicked-off
National Catholic Schools Week, which runs through Saturday, February 5. See story
page 17.


