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Where Dreams Take Center Stage

908-731-1377

www.pinedaconservatory.com

STARLIGHT THEATRE Grades 2-6
June 27 - July 30  Mon - Fri  8:30 -12:30

Daily dance, voice and acting training.

Show: Aristocats Kids

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE Grades 6-9
June 27-July 30  Mon - Fri  8:30-12:30

Daily dance, voice and acting training.

Show: Seussical

Excellent training with a large professional 

staff of Broadway and Opera Artists!
High School Advanced

Competitive Audition

June 27 - July 31 Mon - Fri  12:30 - 5:30

Advanced dance, voice, audition, and 

acting training.

Fully Staged Shows: 

CRAZY FOR YOU

AMERICAN DREAMS

AUDITION DATES:

March 19, 20, 26

Call Now for 

an Appointment!

(908) 731-1377

ALL PROGRAMS 

HELD AT:

CDC THEATRE

78 Winans Ave

Cranford, NJ 

AMERICAN
Dreams

February 4-19, 2011
Fridays & Saturdays @ 8p 

Sunday 2/13 @ 2p

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
www.cdctheatre.org

78 Winans Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

SPRING IS IN THE AIR...The rendering above of Broad and Elm Streets in
Westfield is part of a set of 10 notecards offered by Linnea Rhodes, and is part of
her exhibit, entitled “Places: Near and Far,” a collection of landscapes, cityscapes
and waterscapes. For more information about Mrs. Rhodes, or to see an online
portfolio of her work, visit linneawrhodes.com.

Photo courtesy of Jacque Bourke
ROCKIN’ THE CROWD... Sacred Heart rocked the crowd at “Array of Hope,”
a Chrisitan rock concert on Sunday, January 30, hosted by Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield.

‘The Indiana Wasp’ Offers
Historical Insight into Boxing

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – According to
former Westfield resident and au-
thor, Jim Clabby, today only the most
ardent boxing enthusiast would rec-
ognize the name of his father’s first
cousin, the early twentieth century
international boxing champion,
Jimmy Clabby.

 Mr. Clabby’s intention was to fin-
ish a short biography of Jimmy
Clabby started by his late father,
James E. Clabby and former Ring
Magazine writer, Sam Cohen.

 His effort has instead produced,
“The Indiana Wasp: The Jimmy
Clabby Story,” an authoritative source
not only of Jimmy Clabby’s life, but
also about boxing itself, and its influ-
ence on society during the early part
of the twentieth century when the
sport was not yet fully accepted in
the United States.

 Jimmy Clabby burst on to the box-
ing scene in 1906 at the age of 16,  at
a time when the violence and corrup-
tion surrounding the sport created
the anti-boxing sentiment that ulti-
mately resulted in the passing of the
anti-boxing Frawley Law in New York
State.

 Jimmy Clabby, the world-class
welterweight and lightweight cham-
pion, became known as the “Indiana
Wasp” because he hailed from
Hammond, Indiana.

 According to the author, uncover-
ing information about Jimmy
Clabby’s life was not easy.

 “[It] turned out to be a nearly
impossible feat since data was buried
in the pages of old newspapers and
magazines and in a few obscure
books,” Mr. Clabby told The Westfield
Leader and The Times.

 In October 2009, the author trav-
eled to Australia, a more boxing-
tolerant country in the early 1900s, to
trace Jimmy Clabby’s boxing career
there. “The Internet and contacts in
Australia allowed me to complete
the task in my father’s memory,” said

Mr. Clabby.
 Jimmy Clabby’s life was not all

championship glitz and glamour.
When he retired from boxing after an
18-year career, he could no longer
maintain his sports-celebrity lifestyle.

 Mr. Clabby gives brief mention to
the boxer’s later life as a referee,
boxing instructor and factory worker.
Jimmy Clabby had earned an esti-
mated $500,000 in winnings in his
life, yet died a penniless man at the
age of 44 in 1934, due to his addiction
to alcohol and gambling.

 “I have feelings of admiration for
[Jimmy Clabby’s] accomplishment
in the world of boxing, but also disap-
pointment and sadness for the lifestyle
choices he made…he was not alone
in this respect; there were others who,
like him, spent recklessly, invested
unwisely and burned the candle at
both ends,” said Mr. Clabby.

 “[Life] for them after boxing, a
life of financial despair and in some
cases excessive consumption of al-
cohol, ruined family relationships and
often led to an early demise,” he
continued.

 “The Indiana Wasp,” Mr. Clabby’s
first book, is meticulously researched
and well written.

 As an added bonus, historical pho-
tos of Jimmy Clabby, many nearly a
century old, are included in the book.

 Mr. Clabby hopes that “The Indi-
ana Wasp” will bring insight into
what the “squared-circle” was like in
Jimmy Clabby’s time, and how bru-
tal and grueling the sport was.

 “I also hope the book sparks the
reader’s interest in the movers and
shakers who influenced the boxing
world then,” he said.

 The author and his wife, Kathy,
have long-standing ties to the
Westfield community, having lived
in the town from 1972-1994.

 They currently live in Washington
Crossing, Pennsylvania.

 “The Indiana Wasp: The Jimmy
Clabby Story” is available at all local
and online book sellers.

 ‘Array of Hope’ Inspires with
A Lineup of Music, Comedy

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – To celebrate Na-
tional Catholic School Week, Holy
Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield kicked things off on Sun-
day evening with “Array of Hope,” a
program that featured musical and
inspirational performances that were
received enthusiastically by every-
one in attendance - kids, parents and
grandparents.

The standing-room-only crowd of
several hundred – parishioners and
students at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School, as well as St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield and Our
Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church in Mountainside – sang along,
clapped to the music and cheered
each of the four acts, which travel
together and perform at similar func-
tions around the country.

The production was not  low-tech:
Two large video screens flanked the
stage and showed inspirational vid-
eos between the acts and then flashed
the lyrics to the songs being played
by each performer.

At the rear of the gymnasium, a
long table held video monitors, sound
boards and other audio-visual equip-
ment, making the acoustics in the
airy gym surprisingly clear and free
of the echoes typical in such a setting.

First up was The Costa Crew, a
five-member family band featuring
two female singers and enjoyable
electric guitar riffs. Sacred Road, the
main attraction, performed their
song, “I Need an Angel,” which has
been a top hit on Christian-rock ra-
dio stations. In between the opening
and closing acts were a comedic/
performance duo, Gene and Brad

from Apex Ministries, who delighted
the younger audience members with
various stage stunts and repartee.

Next up was Izzy James, a Jack
Johnson-sound-a-like who invigo-
rated the crowd and looked as if he
would be just as comfortable play-
ing his acoustic guitar on a beach as
on a stage before hundreds.

In the lobby, funds were being
raised for Camp Esopus, a New York
State-based camp for mentally and
physically challenged children.

On her way out of the show,
Mildred Lubas, a grandmother of 13
from Cranford, stated to The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times she thought the show
was “great for the kids and great for
the whole family.” Given the smiles
from the rest of Sunday evening’s
crowd, Mrs. Lubas probably was not
alone in her sentiments.

Alex Kelly, who was  involved in
planning Sunday night’s event told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
that the event was planned simply as
a way for people to come together
and enjoy music - and after enduring
weeks and weeks of harsh winter
weather, the several hundred happy
people who showed up were testa-
ment to that fact.

“It was a great turnout from the
school and many youth groups in the
area since we marketed it to local
churches,” said Jacque Bourke, an-
other individual involved in the plan-
ning. “The various acts really tar-
geted different ages so that everyone
from young children to adults en-
joyed it. It was a great celebration to
kick off Catholic Schools Week and
a chance to welcome the community
into our school.”

Hedgehog & Feather Co.
To Present NUNSENSE

WESTFIELD – Hedgehog &
Feather Theatre Company has an-
nounced its upcoming production of
NUNSENSE, which is guaranteed to
shake off the winter doldrums.

This warmhearted, hilarious musi-
cal, with words and music by Dan
Goggin, features an
outstanding adult
company including
H & F’s co-artistic
director, Julie Fetter.
With direction by Joe
Penczak and music
direction by Sara
Hedgepeth, the cast
also includes Wendy
Connolly, Wanda
Simmons, Jenny
Murphy and Terri
Cerritto.

Sister Julia, Child of God, the con-
vent cook, has accidentally poisoned
52 of her fellow sisters at the Little
Sisters of Hoboken nunnery. Heart-
broken and in dire need of funds to
bury their last four dearly departed
sisters, the five surviving “Little Ho-

bos” take over the school auditorium
to raise money, showcasing their hys-
terically hidden talents. Featuring star
turns, tap-dancing nuns, an audience
quiz and comic surprises, this is one
talent show that is truly heaven sent!

Performances will be February 4 at
8 p.m. and February 5 at
2 and 8 p.m. Tickets
($15-$20) can be or-
dered by
e-mail at
hf.tickets@verizon.net.

Reserved seating.
Theater location – St.

Paul’s Parish Hall (414
East Broad Street,
Westfield.) Street park-
ing available on St. Paul
Street or East Broad

Street or in the church parking lot
accessed via Euclid Avenue. For more
information, visit
hedgehogandfeather.org. This show
is best for ages 11 to 111.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

WCP to Present
A View From the Bridge

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) production of
Arthur Miller’s drama A View from the
Bridge has been cast and currently is
in rehearsal. It will be directed by
Steve Lemenille, who last season di-
rected Dial ‘M’ for Murder, one of
WCP’s largest attended shows.

The cast of A View from the Bridge
includes: A.J. Liana, as Eddie
Carbone; Andrea Barra, as Beatrice;
Katrina Hernandez, as Catherine;
Maury Herman, as lawyer Mr. Alfieri;
Lou Savarese, as Marco; Brian Remo,
as Rodolpho; Ken Webb, as Louis;
Peter Curley, as Mike, the first Immi-
gration Officer; Gregg Mele, as the
second Immigration Officer; Jon
Robinson, as Tony; JoAnne
Lemenille, as Mrs. Lipari, and Kevin
Coulson, as “Submarine.”

Performance dates are as follows:
Saturday, March 5; Saturday, March
12; Saturday, March 19; Sunday,
March 20; Friday, March 25, and Sun-
day, March 26. All show times are at 8 p.m.

For tickets or more information
about the show, visit
americantowns.com/nj/westfield/
news/a-view-from-the-bridge-
3383104.

Musical Club of Westfield
To Perform February 9

WESTFIELD – The February per-
formance of the Musical Club of
Westfield will be held on Wednesday,
February 9, at 1 p.m. at the First Bap-
tist Church, located at 170 Elm Street
in Westfield.

Featured on the program will be
music for flute and piano, two sopra-
nos with piano accompaniment, and
a solo piano.

Flutist Jenny Cline and pianist Mary
Beth McFall will perform the “Duo
for Flute and Piano,” by Aaron Copland.

Pianist Beverly Thomson Shea will
perform two movements from Mozart
piano sonatas in a 255th birthday sa-
lute to the composer, who was born
January 27, 1756.

On the program are the Allegro from
Sonata in C Major; K. 545, and the
Allegretto from Sonata in A Major; K.
331, also known as Ronda alla Turca.
She will conclude the Mozart section
of the program with “Happy Birthday,
Wolfgang,” an arrangement by Juliana
Osinchuck of the “Happy Birthday”
song by Mildred and Patty Hill. Ms.
Shea also will perform “The Girl with
the Flaxen Hair,” by French composer
Claude Debussy, and, in contrast, “The
Girl with the Flaxen Hair – Enraged,”
by the less-famous Hungarian com-
poser, György Kurtág.

Sopranos Cynthia Brogan and
Maureen Monroe, accompanied by
pianist Mary Beth McFall, will per-
form works for two voices, including
the “Laudamus Te,” from Vivaldi’s
Gloria, several songs from Robert
Schumann’s Op. 79, “Pie Jesu,” from
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Requiem,”
and the “Barcarolle,” from
Offenbach’s “Tales of Hoffmann.”

 The chairman for the program is
Merrilyn Crane.The performance is
free and open to the public.

Those wishing more information
about membership in the Musical Club
of Westfield as a performer or as an
associate member may call the mem-
bership chairman at (908) 232-2173.

 Paper-Making Class
Offered at Arts Center
WATCHUNG – The Watchung Arts

Center will hold a one-day paper-
making workshop on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 12, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Participants will be able to create
handmade paper valentines and match-
ing envelopes with paper made during
the workshop, and learn paper-mak-
ing techniques that can be used to
create one-of-a-kind paper.

For ages 11 and up, this program is
limited to 10 participants. The cost is
$65; supplies included. For more in-
formation, visit  watchungarts.org.

Poetry Series Offers ‘Sweetheart
Night’ at the Carriage House

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series will begin the 2011
calendar with its annual “Sweetheart
Night” program in observance of
Valentine’s Day.

This year the event will feature
husband and wife poets Marie-Eliza-
beth and Taylor Mali. The free per-
formance will begin promptly at 8
p.m. in the Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center, located on Watson
Road off Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is in its 13th year at the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center, an his-
toric Gothic Revival structure that
was once a 19th-century carriage
house, hence the name of the series.

The February 15 reading is free
and open to the public.

An open mic segment will follow
the featured performance. This pro-
gram is funded in part by a grant from

the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Service
League.

For more information, call (908)
889-7223. For online directions
and more information, visit the
website carriagehousepoetry
series.blogspot.com/.

Taylor and Marie-Elizabeth Mali

The Plainfield Symphony to Present
 ‘duCabaret,’ a NYC Style Caberet

PLAINFIELD – This year, The
Plainfield Symphony will present
‘duCaberet,’ a dinner-theatre style
fund-raiser at the duCret School of Art
in Plainfield on Saturday, February
12, at 7 p.m.

Award-winning cabaret performer
John DeMarco will be joined by Greg
Myers, Jackie Fornatale, Kim Grogg,
The Del Angels and duCret faculty
member Dean Field, who will per-
form on the Hailun piano.

The duCret School of Art invites
music and art lovers for an evening of
classic tunes, great food and fun. Host-
ing the event will be New York City
cabaret singer Jim Speake.

The open bar will begin at 7 p.m.
and the dinner show starts at 8 p.m.
Included in the evening’s event will be
a silent auction, a raffle and a  duCret
Faculty Art Show, featuring the works
of several published duCret artists.

The duCret School of Art is located
at 1030 Central Avenue, Plainfield.
Tickets for the event are $75 per person.

To reserve seating, please call
(908) 561-5140 or email
The Plainfield Symphony at
info@plainfieldsymphony.org.

goleader.com/
subscribe

Local R&B Recording Artist
Is a Talent on the Rise

PLAINFIELD – Jamal Evans is a
multi-talent R&B recording artist
who lives in Plainfield, N.J. He is the
president of Intrinsic
Music Group, LLC
and an extraordinary
talent. He plays 11 mu-
sical instruments and
writes, produces and
performs his own mu-
sic. He also acts, de-
velops/directs music
videos and works as a
corporate manager by
day. You can visit
www.JamalEvans.com
a n d
www.IntrinsicNY.com/
about.htm for more in-
formation.

In 2010, after receiving tons of e-
mail from fans requesting more mu-
sic, Jamal went back to the studio to
work on his cross-genre album called
“Versatile.” The staff at Sirius Hits

One (The Morning Mash Up) got
involved and supported the release
of this extraordinary talent. Now the

album is available on
I-Tunes, Amazon,
CDBaby.com, Rhap-
sody, Digstation, and
many other online re-
tailers.

Support Jamal Evans
by picking up your
copy of the album and
follow his act on Twit-
ter @JREvans23. We
need local NJ support,
so pick up your copy of
the album and join the
grassroots online com-
munity on Twitter.
Help support “our” ris-

ing star! Go, Jamal... Go!!!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Jamal Evans


