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Blue Devils Defeat Cougar Cagers, 58-39
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lady Cougars Stagger ALJ Cagers, 43-31
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GIACCIO, HELMSTETTER, K. MARKOVITCH GET 3 WINS

Cougars Rip Ridge, Plainfield;
Fall to Brearley Bear Matmen
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team defeated Ridge, 59-15,
and Plainfield, 56-21, and was de-
feated by the David Brearley Bears,
54-21, in a quad meet in Basking
Ridge on January 29.

The match against the Plainfield
Cardinals was somewhat brief be-
cause of five bouts being forfeited.
Cougar Ian Henry, who placed third
at 125-lbs at the recent Union County
Tournament (UCT), pinned Flaudio
Carrera in 3:30 at 130-lbs. UCT 130-
lb champ, Kyle Markovitch jumped
up to 135-lbs to pin Derrick Wash-
ington in 50 seconds. Eric Knight
pinned Samaad Jenkins in 1:00 at
140-lbs.

At 145-lbs, Matt DiGiovanni (sec-
ond in the UCT) pinned Kevin
Coleman in 1:40. Jim Dwyer recorded
a 13-3, majority decision over
Devante Epps at 152-lbs. At 160-lbs,
Cardinal Tajir Hurdle won a 13-4,
majority decision over Glen Cook.
Cougar Cory Markovitch claimed a
12-2, majority decision over Nigel
McPleasant at 171-lbs.

UCT champion Dawud Hicks reg-
istered a 17-0, technical fall in 2:00
over Cougar Ray El-Khoury at 189-
lbs, and Cardinal heavyweight Tiquan
Womack pinned Ryan Farrell in 1:00.

Cougars Mike Helmstetter (112), Jeff
Weiss (215), Corey Birch (119) and
three-time UCT champion Joe
Giaccio (125) received forfeits.

Against the Ridge Red Devils, who
donned green uniforms, the Cougars
won 11 of the 14 bouts, two by for-
feit. Red Devil Vince Bonnier pinned
Ryan Espuga in 1:18 at 103-lbs.
Helmstetter pinned Ted Caruso in
2:52 at 112-lbs, and Birch followed
with an 11-1, majority decision over
Nick Ascolese at 119-lbs. Giaccio
decisioned Shane Gong, 5-0, at 125-
lbs.

In a wild, back-and-forth bout, Red
Devil Brian Woolford defeated Henry,
17-10, at 130-lbs. Kyle Markovitch
followed with a 1:23 fall over Sean
Kane at 135-lbs. At 140-lbs, Knight
turned out the lights on Zack Luisi in
3:31.DiGiovanni stacked Tyler Ord
in 49 seconds at 145-lbs.

Cory Markovitch recorded a 13-1,
majority decision over Kolton Nelder
at 160-lbs. JP Christiano pinned An-
drew Cordivari in 3:20 at 171-lbs.
Red Devil Cameron Radinovic pinned
Rob Kessler in 2:25 at 189-lbs. Weiss
(215) and Farrell (heavyweight) re-
ceived forfeits.

The Brearley Bears won nine of
the 13 contested bouts and received a

forfeit at 103-lbs. Helmstetter (fourth
in UCT) pinned Dylan Oliva in 1:32
at 112-lbs. Giaccio settled Matt Disko
in 1:30 at 125-lbs, and Kyle
Markovitch stuck Andrew Scarillo in
5:38 at 135-lbs. Christiano earned a
3-2 decision over Joe Balboni at 160-
lbs.

At 119-lbs, Bear Anthony Madonia
(second in UCT) pinned Corey Birch
in 1:14. Anthony Rice (UCT champ
at 125) recorded a 9-1, majority deci-
sion over Henry at 130-lbs. UCT
champ Nick Lospinoso claimed a 19-
5, tech fall in 5:38 over Knight at 140-
lbs. Three-time UCT champ Dan Ries
grabbed a 13-2, majority decision
over DiGiovanni at 145-lbs.

Devon Geoghegan (second in UCT
at 152) pinned Dwyer in 3:25, and
Dillon Geoghegan (second in UCT at
171) pinned Cory Markovitch in 3:28.
Anthony Tancs recorded a 15-0, tech
fall in 5:44 over Kessler at 189-lbs,
and Greg Rice (second in UCT at
215) pinned Weiss in 1:10. Heavy-
weight Mike Christian pinned Farrell
in 5:29.

Giaccio upped his record to 26-0.
DiGiovanni’s record rose to  24-2,
Christiano’s record improved to 22-
1, and Kyle Markovitch’s improved
to 23-2.

but Miller and teammate Jenna
Goeller (8 points, 3 assists, steal)
began to find seams to dish out as-
sists, and the Cougars won the sec-
ond quarter, 10-5, to take a 21-15 lead
at the half.

Miller found McCoy under the
basket for another lay-up to start the
third quarter, but the Crusaders kept
disrupting their rhythm and tallied
eight unanswered points to tie the
game, 23-23.

“They trapped us, and we began to
panic and forcing things. They were
really good at jumping the passing
lanes. We really didn’t expect that.
That hurt us,” McCoy explained.

The Crusaders actually took a 27-
25 lead with 2:18 left in the quarter,
but Goeller converted a steal to a lay-
up to tie the score then Cougar fresh-
man Carly Maucione sank four of her

eight points, and the quarter ended,
31-31.

“We looked for a lot of crosscourt
passes, and they were not always
there. Sometimes, we don’t come to
the ball, so they were able to jump the
passing lanes. Later, we didn’t force
things as much as we did in the begin-
ning,” Miller said.

“We were trying to do too many
things, and our passes were
crosscourt, which against teams like
this, they were not going to get there,”
Coach Dyer said. “So we did a better
job of getting the ball in the middle
and then turning strong towards the
basket.”

The Cougars indeed did a better
job across the board in the fourth
quarter and the stats showed it. McCoy
finished with six rebounds, two steals
and two blocked shots. Miller fin-

ished with six boards and added four
blocked shots and three steals. Sara
Gugliucci had four rebounds and an
assist, Kate McGovern had three re-
bounds and an assist, and Mairead
McKeary finished withone rebound,
an assist and a steal. Maucione
grabbed six rebounds.

“She has been doing very well for
us. She is tall. She is very lanky. She
can grab and rip the rebounds. She is
also good scorer for us,” Coach Dyer
said of Maucione.

“At first, we let them get a lot of
rebounds. We were off, but I think
what changed the game is when we
picked it up and we boxed out. We
attacked the boards, got the rebounds.
That made the big difference in this
game,” McCoy explained.
Cranford 11 10 10 12 43
AL Johnson 10   5 16   0 31

shots to stay in the game then we
went a little cold,” Cougar Head
Coach Ryan Huber said.

Both teams went neck-and-neck in
the first quarter that ended with a
slim, 15-14 Westfield edge. Cougar
Mark Osofsky hit all five of his points,
including a 3-pointer, in the quarter,
and teammate Eric Garguilo (4 re-
bounds, two steals) bucketed seven
of his 13 points.

Toresco scored six points in a 13-5,
second-quarter run to give the Blue
Devils a 28-19 lead at the half. Cou-
gar Sean Babos banged a 3-pointer in
the quarter. Led by Trotter’s three 3-
pointers, the Cougars ripped into the
Blue Devils’ lead with a 15-6 sprint
to tie the score, 34-34, with 3:00 on
the clock. Cougar guard Joey
Papandrea (2 steals, 2 rebounds), who
led the team with four assists, con-
tributed two points, and junior for-
ward Kurt Rutmayer (2 rebounds,
assist, block) added two points. The
Blue Devils answered with a 9-2 run
to put the Cougars on the defensive
entering the fourth quarter with a 43-
36 score.

“Fortunately, we got some open
looks. We knocked down some shots,
and we had some easy baskets in
transition. Then the shots stopped
falling for us. We got into a hole, and

we had to extend ourselves defen-
sively, and their size just took over,”
Coach Huber explained.

“We gave them a lot of open shots
that we shouldn’t have. We didn’t
switch on the defense, but they [shots]
weren’t falling, so we got lucky on a
couple,” Toresco said.

Everything clicked for the Blue
Devils in the fourth quarter. The in-
side lanes were open, and Toresco
rolled in three lay-ups and tossed in a
free throw, while Green and Hess
each added four points.

“The end of the game, we tried to
spread them out because they were
down, and they had to get to an ag-
gressive mode. What you do is spread

them out and attack them, and Ryan
is very good with the ball and able to
feed guys. Scott steps up, and he just
dumps it off to him. We got a lot of
easy baskets at the end because of
that,” Coach Everly said.

“We were finishing,” Toresco said.
“We were getting good shots. High
percentage!”

“They are a bunch of athletes, good
shooters, good big men, and they just
outplayed us today,” Trotter said.
“They had a bunch of second chance
opportunities. They got a few shots
on the plays. That’s how they win
games.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…The boys’ 200-yard freestyle relay team, which includes Eric Walano, Nick
Kalafatis, Brian Woo and Robert Lento, recently broke the school record with a time of 1:32 and took third in the Union
County Meet this past weekend.
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Cougars Place Fifth In UC Swim Tourney
The Cranford High School (CHS) boys swim team placed fifth in the Union County Championships held at

Werblin Center at Rutgers University in Piscataway on January 29. The Cougar boys finished with 180.5 points.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood won the team title with a total of 447, followed closely by Westfield at 432. Summit took
third at 301 and Governor Livingston finished fourth at 196.

While finishing third in the 200-yard freestyle relay event, Cougars Eric Walano, Nick Kalafatis, Brian Woo and
Rob Lento touched in 1:32.02 to break the CHS all-time record. The Cougars also placed fifth in the 200-yard medley
relay with a time of 1:47.97 and sixth in the 500-yard freestyle relay at 3:52.7.

Woo touched third in the 500-yard freestyle with a time of 4:50.88. He also touched third in the 200-freestyle at
1:46.32. Walano touched fourth in the 50-yard freestyle with a time of 22.65.

The Cougar girls placed ninth with a total of 90.5. They also placed sixth in the 200-yard freestyle with a time
of 1:53.17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH DRIVE UNDER THE BASKET…Cougar forward Kate McGovern, No. 22, is surrounded by two Johnson
Crusader defenders as she drives toward the basket. The Cougars defeated the Crusaders, 43-31.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY HAVING THEIR WORK CUT OUT FOR THEM…Cougars Joey Papandrea, No. 2, and Sean Babos, No.
12, had their work cut out for them in an effort to keep Blue Devil senior forward Joe Greenspan, center, from getting to
the basket in Westfield on January 29.


